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(57) ABSTRACT

A tensionming device (1) for tensioning a traction mechanism
of a traction mechanism drive, including a housing (2), a
piston (3) that 1s mounted such that the piston can be
displaced 1n an axial direction 1nside the housing (2), and a
transport securing element (4), which 1n at least one trans-
port position of the tensioning device (1) 1s arranged 1n the
housing (2) transversely to the piston (3) and 1n abutment
with the piston (3) such that a displacement of the piston (3)
in at least one first axial direction 1s blocked. The transport
securing element (4) 1s provided with a support portion (5),
wherein 1n the transport position at least one first web area
(6) of the support portion (5) 1s 1n abutment with one end
tace (7) of the piston (3), and an additional web area (8) of
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the support portion (3) extending 1n an axial direction away
from the first web area (6) 1s supported in the housing (2),
at least 1n a radial direction.

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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TENSIONING DEVICE HAVING A
TRANSPORT SECURING CONCEPT

The present invention relates to a tensioning device,
which 1s preferably designed as a belt or chain tensioner, for
tensioning a traction mechanism (belt or chain) of a traction
mechanism drive (chain drive or belt drive) of a motor
vehicle, such as a passenger car, a truck, a bus or an
agricultural utility vehicle, including a housing, a piston
mounted 1n the housing, displaceable 1n the axial direction,
and a transport securing element, which, in at least one
transport position of the tensioning device, 1s situated trans-
versely to the piston and 1n abutment with the piston in the
housing 1n such a way that a displacement of the piston in
at least one first axial direction (out of the housing) is

blocked.

BACKGROUND

Generic tensioning devices are already known from the
prior art. For example, DE 10 2004 041 975 A1 discloses a
tensioning device for a traction mechanism drive, which
includes a securing element and may be blocked thereby, the
securing element being automatically deactivatable by
mounting the tensioning device on a motor or by mounting
another component.

In this embodiment, once the tensioning device 1s fixedly
mounted on an internal combustion engine, for example on
an engine block, the transport securing element 1s simulta-
neously released. An unintentional displacement of the
piston relative to the housing may nevertheless occur
thereby as long as the traction mechanism to be tensioned
has not yet been completely mounted and 1s pressed against
the piston. Above all, the transport securing elements are to
be connected to the housing 1n a complex manner to reliably
allow the transport securing element to remain 1n the hous-
ing even during the operation of the tensioning device and
to prevent this part from falling out. The disclosed transport
securing elements are furthermore to be manufactured as
relatively complex parts.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present imvention to provide a
transport securing element which permanently and reliably
secures the piston relative to the housing, a separate rework-
ing of the piston for accommodating the transport securing
clement being intended to be avoided.

The present invention provides that the transport security
element includes a supporting section, at least one first web
area of the supporting section being in abutment with an end
face of the piston 1n the transport position, and another web
area (hereinafter referred to as the second web area) of the
supporting section, which extends away from the first web
area essentially 1n the axial direction (i.e. which, 1n a cross
sectional view of the supporting section, extends trans-
versely/obliquely to the first web area running in the radial
direction), being supported in the housing at least in the
radial direction.

A transport securing element 1s provided thereby, which
secures the piston particularly smoothly along the circum-
ference. Separate receiving grooves for the transport secur-
ing element 1n the piston may be avoided, whereby a much
more cost-eflective manufacture 1s possible. In particular,
the transport securing element may be particularly cost-
ellectively designed.
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Other advantageous specific embodiments are explained
in greater detail below.

It 1s also advantageous 1i the transport securing element 1s
designed as a pin-shaped component, preferably extending
essentially 1n a straight manner, and/or 1f the second web
area 1s longer or shorter than the first web area (in the
transport position), viewed 1n the axial direction of the
piston. The manufacturing complexity of the transport secur-
ing element 1s further reduced thereby.

It 1s also advantageous if the transport securing element
has an L-shaped, preferably a double L-shaped, more pret-
erably an S-shaped or even more preferably a Z-shaped
cross section, at least in the area of the supporting section,
the first web area, viewed 1n cross section, being designed as
a first leg of the cross section and the second web area being
designed as a second leg of the cross section, and/or 1f at
least another third web area of the supporting section 1is
designed as a third leg of the cross section. The third web
area, 1n turn, 1s preferably used for axial support in the
housing. Other web areas may also be formed, depending on
the cross sectional shape. Cross sections are implemented
thereby, which form a stable support, 1n particular in the
radial direction.

I an 1nner side of the first web area abuts the end face of
the piston 1n the transport position, the supporting section
may be situated 1n the housing in a particularly space-saving
manner. The installation space for accommodating the trans-
port securing element 1s further reduced thereby.

In this connection, 1t 1s furthermore advantageous if an
outer side of the first web area facing away from the 1nner
side of the first web area abuts a hook-shaped projection of
the housing in the transport position. The transport securing
clement 1s thus sufliciently and securely supported.

If an 1nner side of the second web area, 1n turn, 1s situated
to face an outer shell side of the piston in the transport
position, the L-shaped structure may furthermore be situated
1n a space-saving manner. This inner side of the second web
area 1s preferably also used as a stop surface for the outer
shell side, for the purpose of restricting the radial mobility
of the piston. However, 1t 1s furthermore possible to situate
this 1inner side at a distance from the outer shell side for the
purpose ol providing the piston with a certain clearance
during transport. The piston 1s also safely guided thereby 1n
the radial direction.

It 1s also advantageous 11 an outer side of the second web
area facing away from the inner side of the second web area
1s supported on the housing i1n the radial direction in the
transport position. The position of the transport securing
clement 1s also secured thereby in the radial direction. This
outer side of the web area particularly preterably abuts an
inner circumierential side of the hook-shaped projection of
the housing. As a result, the housing may be provided with
a particularly compact design.

If the second web area of the transport securing element
1s positioned 1n a recess of the housing in the transport
position, the transport securing element may be integrated in
a particularly compact manner in the transport position.

Moreover, 1t 1s also advantageous if the transport securing
clement 1s manufactured from a metal material or from a
plastic material to further lower the manufacturing costs of
the transport securing element.

If the transport securing element s furthermore manufac-
tured from a profiled wire, a reworking operation following
the primary forming of the raw material of the transport
securing element 1s preferably simplified.

It 1s also advantageous 1f the two web areas of the
transport securing element are situated to run essentially
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perpendicular to each other, viewed 1n cross section. As a
result, the transport securing element has a further space-
saving design.

In other words, the use of a profiled transport securing pin
(transport securing element) 1s implemented by the inventive
approach. This transport securing pin abuts the piston outer
diameter (outer shell side) and the end surface/end face, and
thus does not require a special contour of the piston. Another
advantage 1s that the “smooth” piston used may be employed
universally 1n different applications, and the variant variety
1s thus reduced. The transport securing pin may be cost-
effectively formed from a profiled wire or designed as a
plastic molded part.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention 1s now explained in greater detail
below on the basis of figures, in which connection different
specific embodiments are 1llustrated.

FIG. 1 shows a longitudinal sectional representation of a
tensioning device according to the present invention accord-
ing to a first specific embodiment, the tensioning device
being shown 1in the transport position, and the transport
element supporting the piston relative to the housing 1n a
first axial direction being cut in an L-shaped supporting
section, viewed 1n cross section; and

FIG. 2 shows a longitudinal sectional representation of a
tensioning device according to the present invention accord-
ing to a second specific embodiment, which 1s essentially
designed according to the first specific embodiment, the
supporting section of the transport securing element now
having a double L-shape design, viewed 1n cross section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The figures are only of a schematic nature and are used
exclusively for the sake of understanding the present inven-
tion. Identical elements are provided with the same reference
numerals.

Tensioning device 1 according to the present invention 1s
clearly illustrated 1n FIG. 1 1n the form of a chain tensioner.
In another specific embodiment, tensioning device 1 1is
designed as a belt tensioner. Tensioning device 1 1s used 1n
an operating state of an internal combustion engine, for
example a gasoline engine or a diesel engine of a motor
vehicle, such as a passenger car, a truck, a bus or an
agricultural utility vehicle, for tensioning a traction mecha-
nism, a chain in this case (further preferably a belt) of the
traction mechanism drive (chain drive, further preferably a
belt drive).

Tensioning device 1 furthermore includes a housing 2,
which 1s open 1n the direction of an axial side. Within this
housing 2, 1n a cylindrically extending housing area (here-
inafter referred to as base section 17), a piston 3 1s displace-
ably supported 1n the axial direction relative to housing 2.
Tensioning device 1 1s designed as a hydraulic tensioning
device 1. Consequently, piston 3 1s displaceably supported 1in
both a spring-elastically and damped manner 1n housing 2
with the aid of a hydraulic pressure chamber 9 and a spring
device 10. Tensioning device 1 functions, in principle, like
the one disclosed 1n DE 10 2004 041975 A1, this disclosure
being therefore regarded as integrated herein.

Tensioning device 1 1s furthermore provided with a trans-
port securing element 4, namely 1n a transport position of
tensioning device 1 (transport position 1s that position in
which tensioning device 1 1s placed after assembly for the
end customer for final mounting on the internal combustion
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engine). In this transport position, transport securing ele-
ment 4 1s used 1n tensioning device 1 in such a way that 1t
1s mserted into housing 2/situated/supported/held 1in housing
2 transversely to piston 3, 1.e., transversely with respect to
the longitudinal axis of piston 3, as well as 1n abutment with
piston 3. Tensioning device 1 1s inserted into housing 2 from
the outside 1n such a way that a displacement of piston 3 in
at least one first axial direction, namely out of housing 2, 1s
blocked. To remove transport securing element 4 1n a state
mounted on the internal combustion engine side, an end of
transport securing element 4 (which 1s not further illustrated
for the sake of clarity) 1s provided, which extends outwardly
into the surroundings of housing 2. As a result, transport
securing element 4 may be easily removed after mounting
has taken place.

Transport securing element 4 includes a supporting sec-
tion S having an L-shaped cross section, at least one first web
area 6 (also referred to as first leg area/leg) of supporting
section 5 being pressed against/abutting end face 7 (also
referred to as end surface) of piston 3 in this transport
position illustrated 1n FIG. 1. Another, namely second, web
area 8 (also referred to as second leg area/leg) of supporting
section 5, 1s supported 1n housing 2 in the radial direction,
this second web area 8 extending away from first web area
6 1n the axial direction of piston 3 (viewed in the transport
position).

Piston 3 is held on 1ts end face 7 in the transport position
by transport securing element 4, this end face 7 facing out
of opening housing 2. Piston 3, which 1s designed as a
hollow piston, has an essentially smooth, cylindrical outer
side/outer shell side 11, which extends continuously along
the axial extension of piston 3 with a umiform diameter. This
outer side 11 may, however, have taperings/uneven areas/
shoulders or recesses (for example, milled areas). Transport
securing element 4 extends with second web area 8 into an
angular/rectangular recess 12, which 1s formed on/in hous-
ing 2, on the one hand, and extends with first web area 6
inwardly in the radial direction (toward the piston center)
out of this recess 12, on the other hand, so that a radial inner
area of first web area 6 directly abuts end face 7 of piston 3
in the transport position.

Viewed 1n the axial direction, each of web areas 6, 8 has
an 1ner side and an outer side. According to the location 1n
the transport position of tensioning device 1, first web area
6 has an (axial) inner side, hereinafter referred to as first
inner side 13, and an (axial) outer side facing away from this
first inner side, hereinafter referred to as first outer side 14.
First outer side 14 faces away from first inner side 13. First
outer side 14 thus forms that axial side of first web area 6
which faces piston 3 in the transport position, namely in
contact therewith. First outer side 14, 1n turn, 1s that axial
side of first web area 6 which faces away from piston 3 or
its end face 7 and 1s supported on/pressed against housing 2
in the axial direction (due to the piston pretensioning out of
housing 2). Second web area 8 also has an inner side and an
outer side, the inner side, hereinafter referred to as second
inner side 15, represents a radial inner side. A (radial) outer
side of second web area 8, hereinafter referred to as second
outer side 16, 1s situated radially outside second inner side
15, namely facing away therefrom. Second inner side 15 1s
consequently the side of second web area 8 which faces
outer shell side 11 of piston 3 in the transport position.
Second outer side 16 1s that side of second web area 8 which
faces away from outer shell side 11 and 1s supported on
housing 2 1n the radial direction 1n the area of recess 12.

Transport securing element 4 1s manufactured as a pro-
filed band/wire element, which 1s manufactured from a steel
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band. Alternatively, however, 1t 1s also possible to manufac-
ture transport securing element 4 from a plastic maternal, for
example from a plastic molded part.

Transport securing element 4 1s essentially designed as a
straight, profiled pin, whereby recess 12 1s consequently also
designed as a recess essentially extending in a straight
manner (in the form of a through-hole or blind hole).
Transport pin/transport securing element 4 1s positioned/
situated along a circumierential plane of piston 3 in the
transport position.

In closer examination, recess 12 1s furthermore formed by
a hook-shaped projection 18 extending 1n the axial direction
away from an essentially circular base section 17 of housing
2. Projection 18 has recess 12 designed as a longitudinal
groove on an inner side facing piston 3. On a side facing
away from base section 17, projection 18 extends inwardly
again 1n the radial direction to the extent that first outer side
14 of first web area 6 1s directly supported by projection 18.
The two web areas 6 and 8 extend along supporting section
5, pitched at an essentially 90° angle with respect to each
other.

Another, second specific embodiment of tensioning
device 1 according to the present invention 1s illustrated 1n
FIG. 2, this second specific embodiment being designed and
functioning according to the first specific embodiment, and
only the differences are discussed below for the sake of
brevity. In the second specific embodiment, transport secur-
ing element 4 1s formed with a double-L shape 1n the area of
supporting section 5. First web area 6 1s again that area of
supporting section 3 which extends 1n the radial direction
(viewed 1n cross section). First imner side 13 1s again in
contact with end face 7 of piston 3. Since first web area 6 1s
furthermore situated outside recess 12, 1.e. outside housing
2, first outer side 14 1s also situated outside recess 12 and 1s
not 1n contact with housing 2/projection 18.

Second web area 8 1s again the area of supporting section
5 which extends essentially in the axial direction of piston 3
(1.e. perpendicularly to first web area 6) in the transport
direction (viewed 1n cross section). Second web area 8
extends in the axial direction from first web area 6 into
housing 2 to such an extent that second web area 8, 1n turn,
extends 1nto recess 12 and 1s supported directly on housing
2 with second outer side 16 1n the radial direction 1n the area
of recess 12.

Second web area 8 1s also (indirectly) held in housing 2
in the axial direction. For this purpose, second web area 8 of
transport securing element 4 has a third web area 19 extend-
ing outwardly in the radial direction on an axial end facing
away from first web area 6 (viewed 1n cross section). Third
web area 19, 1n turn, forms a first axial end surface (referred
to as third outer side 21), which points 1n the same direction
as end face 7 and has a second end surface (referred to as
third inner side 20) facing away from first axial end surface.
Transport securing element 4 1s then, 1n turn, supported with
third outer side 21 on housing 2 1n the extension direction of
piston 3. Third web area 19 extends perpendicularly away
from second web area 8, radially to the outside, and runs 1n
parallel to first web area 6. Transport securing element 4 1s
thus supported with third outer side 21 on housing 2 in the
radial direction, optionally or simultaneously with respect to
the second outer side. Third web area 19 1s also used as a
radial or axial contact surface on housing 2/projection 18 in
addition to second web area 8 or instead of second web area
8.

Another advantage of the specific embodiment according
to FIG. 2 1s that the transport securing system 1s 1mple-
mented even when piston 3 projects out of housing 2
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(extending out of housing 2 by a certain distance in the
transport position). Housing 2 may thus be provided with a
compact design relatively independently with respect to
piston 3. Due to projecting piston 3, functional components
are also protected against colliding with housing 2.

In other specific embodiments, it 1s also possible to
provide supporting section 5 of transport securing element 4
with S-shaped, Z-shaped or other advantageous cross-sec-
tional designs instead of the cross-sectional L-shaped or
double L-shaped design.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 tensioning device
2 housing

3 piston

4 transport securing element
5 supporting section
6 first web area

7 end face

8 second web area

9 pressure chamber
10 spring device

11 outer shell side
12 recess

13 first inner side
14 first outer side
15 second 1nner side
16 second outer side
17 base section

18 projection

19 third web area
20 third inner side
21 third outer side

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A tensioning device for tensioning a traction mecha-
nism of a traction mechanism drive, the tensioning device
comprising;

a housing;

a piston axially displaceably supported within this hous-

ing; and

a transport securing element, the transport securing ele-

ment, 1n at least one transport position of the tensioning
device, being situated transversely to the piston and in
abutment with the piston in the housing in such a way
that a displacement of the piston 1n at least one first
axial direction 1s blocked,

the transport securing element including a supporting

section, a first web area of the supporting section being
in abutment with an end face of the piston in the
transport position, and a second web area of the sup-
porting section, the second web area extending axially
away from the first web area and axially into a recess
of the housing, being supported on the housing at least
in a radial direction.

2. The tensioning device as recited 1n claim 1 wherein the
transport securing element has an L-shaped, double
L-shaped, S-shaped or Z-shaped cross section, at least 1n the
area of the supporting section, viewed 1n cross section, the
first web area being designed as a first leg of the cross
section and the second web area being designed as a second
leg of the cross section, or another, third web area of the
supporting section being designed as a third leg of the cross
section.

3. The tensioming device as recited 1n claim 1 wherein the
transport securing element 1s designed as a pin-shaped
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component, or the second web area 1s longer than the first
web area, viewed 1n the axial direction of the piston.

4. The tensioning device as recited 1n claim 1 wherein an
inner side of the first web area abuts the end face of the
piston 1n the transport position.

5. The tensioning device as recited 1n claim 4 wherein an
outer side of the first web area facing away from the inner

side of the first web area abuts a hook-shaped projection of

the housing in the transport position.

6. The tensioning device as recited in claim 1 wherein an
inner side of the second web area faces an outer shell side
of the piston 1n the transport position.

7. The tensioning device as recited 1n claim 6 wherein an
outer side of the second web area facing away from the inner
side of the second web area 1s supported on the housing in
the radial direction 1n the transport position.

8. The tensioning device as recited in claim 1 wherein the
transport securing element 1s manufactured from a metal
material or from a plastic material.

9. The tensioning device as recited in claim 1 wherein the
transport securing element 1s manufactured from a profiled
wire.

10. The tensioning device as recited 1n claim 1 wherein
the second web area of the transport securing element 1s
positioned radially between the housing and the piston in the
recess of the housing 1n the transport position.

11. A tensioning device for tensioning a traction mecha-
nism of a traction mechanism drive, the tensionming device
comprising;

a housing;

a piston axially displaceably supported within this hous-

ing; and

a transport securing element, the transport securing ele-

ment, 1n at least one transport position of the tensioning
device, being situated transversely to the piston and 1n
abutment with the piston in the housing in such a way
that a displacement of the piston 1n at least one first
axial direction 1s blocked,
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the transport securing element including a supporting
section, a first web area of the supporting section being
in abutment with an end face of the piston in the
transport position, and a second web area of the sup-
porting section, the second web area extending axially
from the first web area, being supported on the housing
at least 1n a radial direction, and

wherein an inner side of the first web area abuts the end

face of the piston 1n the transport position and an outer
side of the first web area facing away from the inner
side of the first web area abuts a hook-shaped projec-
tion of the housing 1n the transport position.

12. A tensioning device for tensioning a traction mecha-
nism of a traction mechanism drive, the tensioming device
comprising;

a housing;

a piston axially displaceably supported within this hous-

ing; and

a transport securing element, the transport securing ele-

ment, 1n at least one transport position of the tensioning
device, being situated transversely to the piston and 1n
abutment with the piston in the housing in such a way
that a displacement of the piston 1n at least one first
axial direction 1s blocked,

the transport securing element including a supporting

section, a first web area of the supporting section being
in abutment with an end face of the piston in the
transport position, and a second web area of the sup-
porting section, the second web area extending axially
from the first web area, being supported on the housing
at least 1n a radial direction, and

wherein an inner side of the second web area faces an

outer shell side of the piston 1n the transport position
and an outer side of the second web area faces away
from the 1nner side of the second web area 1s supported
on the housing in the radial direction 1n the transport
position.
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