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DENTAL INSTRUMENT BRIDGE WITH
NOVEL DISPLAY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s s U.S. national phase application of
PCT International Application No. PCIT/EP2017/052401
filed Feb. 3, 2017, which claims priority to European Patent
Application No. 16154119.8 filed Feb. 3, 2016. The contents
of these applications are incorporated herein by reference 1n
their entirety.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a dental instrument bridge
for holding a plurality of dental instruments.

BACKGROUND

Dental examinations and dental treatments require den-
tists and dental care professionals to perform a number
repetitive task. This may lead to various work related
injuries. Especially handling of dental instruments such as
micro motors, syringes, and curing lights may be problem-
atic. The most commonly used dental instruments are nor-
mally arranged on an mstrument holder of a movable dental
istrument bridge. The dental mnstrument bridge typically
further comprises a display umit for displaying values of
control parameters of the plurality of dental instruments and
an input unit for setting the values. The mput unit may be
provided separate from the display or integrated with the
display, 1.e. the display may be a touch screen.

However, the display unit 1s normally limited to having a
relative small size as the overall size needed by the dental
instrument bridge otherwise would make 1t difficult to
arrange 1t at a desired position. This may make 1t diflicult for
a dentist or a dental care professional to view the display and
prepare the dental instruments for use. The positioning of the
input unit may further force dentist or the dental care
professional to make un-ergonomic movements to selected
desired values of the control parameters.

W02004080324 discloses a dental instrument bridge
where a small display 1s arranged next to each dental
instrument.

Thus, 1t remains a problem to provide a dental instrument
bridge that 1s easier to operate and provides a more ergo-
nomic work environment for dentists and dental care pro-
fessionals.

SUMMARY

According to a first aspect, the invention relates to a
dental instrument bridge for holding a plurality of dental
instruments, said dental instrument bridge comprising:

an 1nstrument holder configured to hold at least a first

dental instrument; and

a display for displaying information related to a dental

treatment;

wherein 1n said display has a first covered portion said
first covered portion being at least partly covered for a user
when said first instrument 1s arranged in said instrument
holder and wherein said display 1s capable of displaying
information related to a dental treatment 1n said first covered
portion.

Consequently, by integrating a display in the dental instru-
ment bridge a larger display may be used without increasing
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the required space of the dental instrument bridge thereby
providing a more ergonomic dental mstrument bridge.

The display may be any display such as a Light-emitting
diode display (LED), Electroluminescent display (ELD),
Cathode ray tube display (CRT), Plasma display panel
(PDP), Liquid crystal display (LCD), High-Performance
Addressing display (HPA), Thin-film transistor display
(TFT), Organic light-emitting diode display (OLED), Sur-
face-conduction electron-emitter display (SED), or Field
emission display (FED). The instrument holder may be
configured to hold the first dental instrument in front of the
display so that the portion of the display behind the first
dental instrument becomes covered when the first dental
instrument 1s arranged in the instrument holder, 1.e. the
portion of the display behind the first dental mnstrument will
be the first covered portion. The information related to a
dental treatment may be a value of one or more control
parameters of dental instruments held by the instrument
holder, instruction for using the dental instruments, infor-
mation indicative of the status of the dental instrument or the
like.

In some embodiments, said dental instrument bridge 1s
configured to detect when a user selects and picks up said
first dental 1nstrument and in response thereto control the
display to change the current display and show first infor-
mation relevant for the use of said first dental instrument.

This allows the display to be adapted to display informa-
tion specifically relevant for operating the selected instru-
ment.

The dental instrument bridge may comprise a housing
wherein the display 1s arranged 1n said housing. The dental
instrument bridge may comprise a processing unit config-
ured to detect when a user selects and picks up dental
instruments and further control the display e.g. the process-
ing unit may be configured to detect when a user selects and
picks up the first dental mstrument and 1n response thereto
control the display to change the current display and show
first information relevant for the use of said first dental
instrument. The processing unit may be configured to detect
when a user selects and picks up the first dental instrument
by receiving a sensor signal from the first dental instrument,
the instrument holder and/or from another part of the dental
instrument bridge. Alternatively/additionally the dental
instrument bridge may be configured to receive control
signals from a processing unit arranged 1n another part of a
dental unit which the dental instrument bridge forms part of
and/or a processing unit arranged outside the dental unait.
The information relevant for the use of the first dental
instrument may be the current value(s) of one or more
control parameters of the first dental instrument, the name of
the first dental instrument, the status of the first dental
instrument, the name of a selected program for setting the
value(s) of one or more control parameters to a predeter-
mined value. The instrument holder may be configured to
hold the first dental instrument approximately at a predeter-
mined position whereby the first dental instrument covers
for said first covered portion of the display. The entire
display or only a portion of the display may be changed
when the first dental instrument 1s selected. The dental
instrument bridge may be configured to provide one or more
dental instruments with electrical power, compressed air, a
vacuum and/or water. The dental instrument bridge may
further be configured to provide one or more dental 1nstru-
ments with control signals for setting values of control
parameters. The covered portion(s) of the display may be
covered at least when the angle between the visual axis of a
user and the central axis of the display 1s between 0 and 85
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degrees, between 0 and 75 degrees, between 0 and 45
degrees, or between 0 and 20 degrees, where the central axis
of the display 1s the axis arranged 1n the centre of the display
and being perpendicular to a first reference plane 1in which
a planar display surface of the display extends. The visual
axis of a user 1s 1n this disclosure defined as the axis going
through the point arranged in the middle between the two
eyes of the user and the point arranged 1n the centre of the
display, 1.e. when the angle between the central axis of the
display and the visual axis of the user 1s zero degrees the user
1s arranged right in front of the display.

There will always be two angles between two axes or two
planes, a small angle V1 and a large angle V2, where
V2=180 degrees—V1. In this disclosure, 1t will always be the
small angle V1 that 1s specified whenever the angle between
two axes or two planes 1s mentioned. Furthermore, the angle
between two non-intersecting parallel axes or planes 1s 0
degrees,

In some embodiments, the first dental instrument i1s a
micro motor (e.g. for a drill), a syringe, a curing light, a
camera, an air mstrument (turbine), a curing light, a scaler,
or intraoral camera.

In some embodiments, the dental instrument bridge fur-
ther comprises the first dental instrument, the first dental
instrument being arranged in the instrument holder whereby
the first dental instrument at least partly covers the first
covered portion and wherein the first dental instrument 1s a
micro motor (e.g. for a drill), a syringe, a curing light, a
camera, an air istrument (turbine), a curing light, a scaler,
or an intraoral camera.

In some embodiments, said display has a first adjacent
portion being adjacent to said first covered portion, wherein
the display 1s configured to display information relevant for
the use of said first dental instrument inside said first
adjacent portion.

Consequently, the display may provide relevant informa-
tion directly in connection with the dental instruments.

The information relevant for the use of said first dental
instrument may be values of control parameters for said first
dental instrument, the status of the first instrument. The
information relevant for the use of said first dental instru-
ment may be permanently displayed or only displayed when
said display 1s 1n a particular state.

In some embodiments, the information relevant for the
use of said first dental instrument may be a visual indicator
indicating to the user that the first dental instrument should
be used for a next step of a particular dental treatment.

As an example a dental unit, which the dental instrument
bridge forms part of, may comprises a plurality of pre-
programmed dental treatments where each dental treatment
comprises a plurality of steps. Thus, the visual indicator may
indicate to the user that the first dental instrument should be
used for the next step of a selected pre-programmed dental
treatment. The first adjacent portion may have any size e.g.
it may have a surface area comparable to the first covered
portion or even larger than the first covered portion. Alter-
natively, the first adjacent portion may have a small size e.g.
it may only form a rim around some or all of the first covered
portion.

In some embodiments, said instrument holder 1s config-
ured to hold a plurality of dental instruments; said display
has a plurality of covered portions each covered portion of
said plurality of covered portions being at least partly
covered by one of said plurality of dental instruments when
said one of said plurality of dental instruments 1s arranged 1n
said instrument holder, and wherein said dental instrument
bridge 1s configured to detect when a user selects and picks
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up a selected dental instrument of said plurality of dental
instruments and 1n response thereto 1s configured to control
the display to change the current display and show infor-
mation relevant for the use of said selected dental instrument
and wherein said display 1s capable of displaying informa-
tion related to a dental treatment 1n said plurality of covered
portions.

Consequently, a compact dental instrument bridge
capable of holding a plurality of dental instruments and
having a large display 1s provided.

The instrument holder may be configured to hold the
plurality of dental instruments approximately at predeter-
mined positions.

In some embodiments, the dental instrument bridge fur-
ther comprises the plurality of dental instruments, the plu-
rality of dental instruments being arranged in the instru-
ments holder wherein said plurality of dental instruments are
selected from the list of dental instruments consisting of:

a micro motor e.g. for a drill;

a syringe;

a curing light:

a camera:

an air mstrument (turbine);

a curing light;

a scaler; and

an 1ntraoral camera.

The dental instruments typically comprise a proximal end
having a handle allowing the dentist to grip the dental
instruments and a distal end for interacting with the mouth
of a patient. The 1nstrument holder may be configured to
hold the dental instruments 1n any manner e.g. with the distal
end facing downwards or with the distal end facing upwards.
The dental mstruments may be connected to the dental
instrument bridge via a hose configured to provide the dental
instruments with electrical power, compressed air, a vacuum
and/or water. The dental instrument bridge may comprise a
plurality of hose holders for holding hoses connected to the
dental instruments, wherein the plurality of hose holders are
arranged above the instrument holder.

In some embodiments, the dental instrument bridge fur-
ther comprises a plurality of dental instruments arranged in
the instrument holder.

In some embodiments, said display has an adjacent por-
tion next to each of said plurality of covered portions
wherein the display 1s configured to, for each of said
adjacent portions, show information relevant for the use of
their respective dental instrument.

In some embodiments, the information relevant for the
use of the respective dental istrument 1s a visual indicator
indicating to the user that the respective dental instrument
should be used for a next step of a particular dental treat-
ment.

The plurality of adjacent portions may be activated at
different points in time e.g. 1f the information relevant for the
use of a dental mstrument 1s a visual 1indicator indicating to
the user that the dental instrument should be used for the
next step of a selected pre-programmed dental treatment
only one adjacent portion may be activated at a particular
point in time (or maybe only two adjacent portions if two
instruments are needed for a particular step 1n a dental
treatment). The visual indicator may additionally be dis-
played at the covered portions of said respective dental
instrument and thereby visible to the user after the user has
selected the respective dental mstrument. The plurality of
adjacent portions may have any size e.g. they may have a
surface area comparable to the plurality of covered portions
or even larger than the plurality of covered portions. Alter-
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natively, the plurality of adjacent portions may have a small
size e.g. they may only form a rim around some or all of their
respective covered portion.

In some embodiments, the first information relevant for
the use of said selected dental instrument are displayed
outside said plurality of covered portions and/or inside said
covered portion of said selected dental instrument.

Consequently, the dental instrument bridge may 1n effec-
tive manner use the non-covered parts of the display, 1.e.
when a dental mstrument 1s selected the dental instrument
bridge knows which parts of the display 1s visible and may
display the relevant information in theses visible parts.

In some embodiments, the information relevant for the
use of said selected dental instrument comprises value(s) of
one or more control parameters of said selected dental
instrument, and wherein said value(s) of said one or more
control parameters are displayed outside said plurality of
covered portions or inside said covered portion of said
selected dental instrument.

Examples of control parameters for a micro motor are:
speed (RPM), torque (%), spray water (ml/min), spray air
(%), direction of rotation (forward/backwards). Examples of
control parameters for a curing light are: state (on/oil), time
on (seconds), intensity (lumen). Examples of control param-
eter for an air instrument are: state (on/ofl), air flow (%),
spray water (ml/min).

In some embodiments, said dental instrument bridge 1s
configured to 1n response to receiving a first control signal
change the display of said screen whereby second informa-
tion relevant for the use said selected dental instrument 1s
displayed.

In some embodiments, said istrument holder comprises

an elongated member extending along a central longitudinal
axis.

The central longitudinal axis being the central longitudi-
nal axis of the elongated member.

In some embodiments, said display comprises a first
clongated part extending along said central longitudinal axis
below or above said elongated member of said instrument
holder.

In some embodiments, said first elongated part extends
along said central longitudinal axis below said elongated
member of said instrument holder; said display further
comprises a second elongated part extending along said
central longitudinal axis above said elongated member of
said instrument holder.

By having a screen with a first and a second part, the
clongated member of the instrument holder may be arranged
in the middle of screen. This allows the screen to use most
of the space normally only occupied by the instruments.

In some embodiments, the elongated member comprises
a plurality of concave portions, each concave portion being
configured to hold a dental instrument.

Consequently, an easy way to secure that the plurality of
dental mstruments are being held at approximately prede-
termined positions 1s provided.

In some embodiments, the dental instrument bridge fur-
ther comprises a housing and a movable arm, said display 1s
arranged 1n said housing and said movable arm 1s connected
to said housing, wherein said movable arm 1s configured to
allow a user to arranged said istrument bridge at a desired
position with respect to a patient.

In some embodiments, said dental instrument bridge
further comprises a handle protruding from said housing.

In some embodiments, said display has a planar display
surface extending in a first reference plane being angled with
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respect to the horizontal plane with an angle between 10 and
90 degrees, between 25 and 90 degrees, or between 35 and
80 degrees.

In some embodiments, said display has a planar display
surface extending in a first reference plane, the first dental
instrument 1s an elongated dental instrument extending
along a first central longitudinal axis, and the instrument
holder being configured to hold the first dental instrument in
a manner whereby the angle between the first central lon-
gitudinal axis and the first reference plane 1s less than 30, 20,
or 10 degrees.

This allows the display to more effectively use the dead
space occupied by the first instrument. The first central
longitudinal axis being the central longitudinal axis of the
first dental instrument.

The first central longitudinal axis 1s preferably parallel
with the first reference plane 1.e. the angle between the first
central longitudinal axis and the first reference plane 1is
preferably O degrees.

In some embodiments, the planar display surface of the
display has a length along the first central longitudinal axis
of at least 5 cm, 10 cm, or 15 cm.

If the display comprises a plurality of parts, then the
length of the display surface along the first central longitu-
dinal axis 1s defined as the sum of the length of the display
surtace of each part along the first central longitudinal axis.

In some embodiments, the planar display surface of the
display has a length along the first central longitudinal axis
of at least 25%, 50%, or 75% of the length of the first dental
instrument along the first central longitudinal axis.

In some embodiments, the plurality of dental instruments
are elongated dental instruments extending along central
longitudinal axes, the instrument holder being configured to
hold the plurality of dental instruments 1n a manner whereby
their central longitudinal axes are arranged a third reference
plane, the angle between the third reference plane and the
first reference plane 1s less than 30, 20, or 10 degrees.

The third reference plane 1s preferably parallel with the
first reference plane 1.e. the angle between the first reference
plane and the third reference plane 1s preferably 0 degrees.
The instrument holder 1s preferably further configured to
hold the plurality of dental instruments 1n a manner whereby
their central longitudinal axes are parallel.

In some embodiments, the planar display surface of the
display has a length along the central longitudinal axes of at
least 25%, 50%, or 75% of the average length of the plurality
ol dental instruments along the central longitudinal axes.

The instrument holder may be configured to hold the
plurality of dental instruments so that the maximum distance
from any one of the plurality of dental instruments to the
display 1s no more than 12 ¢m, no more than 8 cm, or no
more than 4 cm.

In some embodiments, said dental instrument bridge
further comprises an input unit for controlling functionalities
of dental equipment, wherein said instrument holder com-
prises an elongated member extending along a central lon-
gitudinal axis, said elongated member being configured to
hold the first dental instrument, a second dental instrument
and a third dental imnstrument at three approximately prede-
termined positions; the display having a second covered
portion and a third covered portion the second covered
portion being at least partly covered when said second
instrument 1s arranged 1n said instrument holder and said
third covered portion being at least partly covered when said
third dental instrument 1s arranged 1n said instrument holder;
and said input unit comprises an elongated input zone
configured to allow a user to control functionalities of dental
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equipment using an object such as a finger wherein said
clongated input zone 1s arranged above or below said
clongated member in manner and having a width along said
central longitudinal axis whereby a user may select any one
of said first, second or third dental instruments with a first
hand and directly with said first hand enter said elongated
input zone without moving said first hand along said central
longitudinal axis.

Consequently, an ergonomic input unit 1s provided allow-
ing the dentist to select any dental instrument and 1n a
natural movement directly enter the elongated imnput zone.

The elongated input zone may comprise one or more
buttons and/or an elongated trackpad. The elongated track-
pad may be a 1 dimensional trackpad, 1.e. a slider or a 2
dimensional trackpad. The functionalities of dental equip-
ment may be values of one or more control parameters for
the first, second and third dental instrument. Additionally/
alternatively the functionalities of dental equipment may be
values of control parameters of other parts of a dental unait
which the dental instrument bridge forms part of e.g. the
clongated mnput zone may be configured to allow a user to
control the position of a dental chair, the light source of a
dental light or the like. The dental instrument bridge may be
configured to change the functionality of the elongated 1input
zone 1n response to a user selects and picks up a dental
instrument so that the elongated mput zone may be used for
setting values of one or more control parameters for the
selected dental instrument. The elongated input zone may be
a touch screen. The touch screen may be a separate screen
separate from the display of the dental instrument bridge.
Alternatively the touch screen may also constitute the dis-
play of the dental instrument bridge.

In some embodiments, the display has one or more input
unit portions, wherein the dental instrument bridge 1s con-
figured to control the display to show information indicating
the functionality of the elongated input zone at the one or
more input unit portions.

In some embodiments, said elongated input zone com-
prises at least three buttons for controlling functionalities of
dental equipment such as setting values of one or more
control parameters for each of said first, second or third
dental instrument.

In some embodiments, said elongated input zone com-
prises a planar surface extending in a second reference plane
and at least three buttons for setting values of one or more
control parameters for each of said first, second or third
dental instrument.

The elongated input zone may comprise more than 3
buttons e.g. at least 4, 5, 6 or 7 buttons.

In some embodiments said at least three buttons are
proximity buttons configured to detect the presence of an
object without any physical contact between said object and
said proximity button and in response thereto generate an
activation signal.

The object may be the finger of a user, a pen, or a part of
a dental instrument. The proximity buttons may be config-
ured to emit an electromagnetic field or a beam of electro-
magnetic radiation such as infrared radiation, and looks for
changes 1n the field or return signal. The proximity buttons
may use capacitive sensing to detect the presence of the
object without any physical contact between the object and
said proximity buttons.

In some embodiments, the centre of each of said at least
three buttons are arranged with a distance along said central
longitudinal axis to any one of said three covered portions of
said display whereby the parts of the display arranged
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immediately above or below said buttons are freely visible
also when all dental instruments are arranged in the instru-
ment holder.

In some embodiments, said display has at least three input
unit portions in the form of three button portions one
arranged above/below said first button, one arranged above/
below said second button and one arranged above/below
said third button, wherein the dental instrument bridge 1s
configured to control the display to display information
indicating the functionality of the at least three buttons 1n
their respective button portions of the display.

Consequently, the user may in an easy manner perceive

the functionality of the three buttons thereby improving the
user friendliness.

The display may be operatively connected to a processing
unmt, whereby the display may be configured to display
particular information at particular locations 1n particular
states by recerving control signals from said processing unit.

According to a second aspect the invention relates to a
dental unit for dental treatments comprising:

a dental mstrument bridge as disclosed 1n relation to the

first aspect of the invention; and

a patient charir.

According to a third aspect, the invention relates to a
dental instrument bridge for holding a plurality of dental
instruments, said dental instrument bridge comprising:

an instrument holder configured to hold at least a first

dental instrument; and

a display for displaying information related to a dental

treatment;

wherein said display has a planar display surface extend-
ing 1n a first reference plane being angled with respect to the
horizontal plane with an angle between 10 and 90 degrees,
the first dental instrument 1s an elongated dental 1nstrument
extending along a first central longitudinal axis, and the
instrument holder being configured to hold the first dental
instrument 1n a manner whereby the angle between the first
central longitudinal axis and the first reference plane 1s less
than 30 degrees and the planar display surface of the display
has a length along the first central longitudinal axis of at
least 25% of the length of the first dental imnstrument along
the first central longitudinal axis.

The different aspects of the present invention can be
implemented in different ways including as a dental 1nstru-
ment bridge, and a dental unit comprising a dental instru-
ment bridge described above and in the following, each
yielding one or more of the benefits and advantages
described 1n connection with at least one of the aspects
described above, and each having one or more preferred
embodiments corresponding to the preferred embodiments
described in connection with at least one of the aspects
described above and/or disclosed in the dependant claims.
Furthermore, 1t will be appreciated that embodiments
described in connection with one of the aspects described
herein may equally be applied to the other aspects. Espe-
cially, embodiments disclosed 1n relation to the first aspect
of the invention may be applied to the third aspect of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and/or additional objects, features and advan-
tages of the present invention, will be further elucidated by
the following 1llustrative and non-limiting detailed descrip-
tion of embodiments of the present invention, with reference
to the appended drawings, wherein:
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FIGS. 1a-e show a dental instrument bridge according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 2a-b show a dental mstrument bridge according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 7a-b show a dental imstrument bridge according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, reference 1s made to the
accompanying figures, which show by way of illustration
how the 1nvention may be practiced.

FIGS. 1a-e show a dental instrument bridge 100 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention, where FIGS.
la,1d and 1e show a front view and FIGS. 15-¢ show a side
view. The dental instrument bridge 100 1s configured to hold
a plurality of dental instruments 110-115. In this embodi-
ment the dental instrument bridge 1s configured to hold six
dental instruments but in other embodiments the dental
instrument bridge may be configured to hold at least 1, 2, 3,
4, 5 or 6 dental mstruments. The dental instrument bridge
100 comprises an instrument holder 101 and a display 102
for displaying values of one or more control parameters of
one or more of the six dental instruments 110-115. The
instrument holder 101 1s configured to hold the six dental
instruments 110-115. Each of the six dental instruments
110-113 are connected to a hose 120-125. The dental instru-
ment bridge 100 1s configured to provide the dental instru-
ments 110-115 with electrical power, compressed air, a
vacuum, water, and/or control signals for setting values of
control parameters through the hoses 120-125. The instru-
ment holder 101 may be configured to secure the dental
instruments at their respective resting positions, 1.e. the
instrument holder may be configured to grip each of the
dental instruments 110-115. Alternatively/additionally the
dental mstruments 110-115 may be at least partly held by the
hoses 120-125. The instrument holder 101 comprises an
clongated member extending along a central longitudinal
axis 192. The dental instruments 110-115 are arranged 1n
front of the display so that each dental instrument 110-115
cover ol a portion of the display 102 when the dental
instrument 110-115 1s arranged on the istrument holder
101. The display 102 has a planar display surface that
extends 1n a first reference plane 191 being angled with
respect to the horizontal plane 190 with an angle 194. Each
dental instrument 110-115 covers a portion of the display
102 at least when the angle between the visual axis of the
user and the central axis of the display 193 1s between 0 and
85 degrees, between O and 75 degrees, between 0 and 45
degrees, or between 0 and 20 degrees, where the central axis
of the display 193 1s the axis arranged in the centre of the
display 102 and being perpendicular to the first reference
plane 191 1n which the planar display surface of the display
102 extends.

The dental instruments 110-115 are elongated dental
instruments extending along central longitudinal axes (only
the axis 195 for the dental instrument 110 1s shown), the
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instrument holder 101 being configured to hold the plurality
of dental instruments 110-115 in a manner whereby their
central longitudinal axes are arranged i1n a third reference
plane 196 and the angle between the third reference plane
and the first reference plane 191 1s less than 20 degrees. This
secures that the dead space behind the dental instruments
110-115 1s eflectively used by the display 102. In this
embodiment the first reference plane 191 and the third
reference plane 196 are parallel thus the angle between them
1s O degrees.

In this embodiment, the planar display surface of the
display 102 has a length along the first central longitudinal
axis 183 substantially corresponding to the the average
length 184 of the plurality of dental instrument 110-115
along their central longitudinal axis, 1.e. the planar display
surtace of the display 102 has a length along the first central
longitudinal axis 183 of at least 75% of the average length
184 of the plurality of dental instrument 110-113 along their
central longitudinal axis.

The display comprises two parts 104 105. Thus, as
mentioned previously, the length of the planar display sur-
face along the central longitudinal axes 183 1s defined as the
sum of the length of the display surface of each part 181 182
along the central longitudinal axes.

The dental mstrument bridge 100 1s configured to detect
when a user selects and picks up one of the six dental
instruments 110-115 and in response thereto control the
display to change the current display and show first infor-
mation relevant for the use of the selected dental instrument.
Consequently, by integrating a display in the dental instru-
ment bridge 100 a larger display may be used without
increasing the required space of the dental instrument bridge
thereby providing a more ergonomic dental instrument
bridge.

The dental instrument bridge 100 further comprises a
housing 107 connected to a movable arm 106. The display
102 1s arranged in the housing 107. The movable arm 1s
configured to allow a user to arrange the dental instrument
bridge 100 at a desired position. The display 102 comprises
a first elongated part 104 extending along the central lon-
gitudinal axis 192 above the elongated member of the
instrument holder 101 and a second elongated part 105
extending along the central longitudinal axis 192 below said
clongated member of the instrument holder. The first elon-
gated part 104 and the second elongated part 105 may be
parts of one large single display, 1.e. the elongated member
of the mstrument holder 101 may permanently cover a part
of the display 102 thereby dividing the single display into an
upper part and a lower part. Alternatively, the first elongated
part 104 may be a first display and the second elongated part
105 may be a second display, where the first and the second
display together forms the display 102 of the dental 1nstru-
ment bridge 100.

FIG. 1d shows the dental instrument bridge 100 after a
user has selected and picked up the dental instrument 113,
and FIG. 1e shows the portion of the display 130 131 being
covered by the dental mstrument 113, when the dental
instrument 113 1s arranged 1n the instrument holder 101. At
least a part of the portion of the display 130 131 may
preferably be used for displaying information relevant for
the use of the dental instrument 113.

FIGS. 2a-b show dental instrument bridge 200 according
to an embodiment of the present invention. The dental
instrument bridge 200 1s configured to hold a plurality of
dental instruments 210-215. The dental instrument bridge
200 comprises an instrument holder 201 and a display 202
for displaying values of one or more control parameters of
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one or more of the six dental instruments 210-215. The
instrument holder 201 1s configured to hold the six dental
instruments 210-215. Each of the six dental instruments
210-215 are connected to a hose. The mstrument holder 201
comprises an elongated member extending along a central
longitudinal axis. The dental instruments 210-215 are
arranged 1n front of the display so that each dental instru-
ment 210-215 cover a portion of the display 202 when the
dental instrument 1s arranged on the mstrument holder 201.
The display 202 comprises a first elongated part 204 extend-
ing along the central longitudinal axis above the elongated
member of the instrument holder 201 and a second elon-
gated part 205 extending along the central longitudinal axis
below said elongated member of the instrument holder 201.
FIG. 2a shows how the display may look when none of the
dental instrument 210-215 has been selected. The display
comprises six covered portions each covered portion being
covered by one of the six dental instruments 210-215 when
the dental instruments 210-215 are arranged in the instru-
ment holder 201. The display 202 further has adjacent
portions 240-245 next to each of the plurality of covered
portions, and the display 1s configured to show information
relevant for the use of the plurality of dental instruments at
their respective adjacent portions. Thus the display shows
information relevant for the use of the dental instrument 210
at the adjacent portion 240, information relevant for the use
of the dental instrument 211 at the adjacent portion 241,
information relevant for the use of the dental mstrument 212
at the adjacent portion 242, information relevant for the use
of the dental instrument 213 at the adjacent portion 243,
relevant for the use of the dental mstrument 214 at the
adjacent portion 244, and information relevant for the use of
the dental mstrument 215 at the adjacent portion 245. The
information relevant for the use of the dental instruments
may be information descriptive of the dental instruments
210-2135 such as information descriptive of: the instrument
type or the instrument status e.g. current control parameter
values or the name of a selected program for setting the
value(s) of one or more control parameters to a predeter-
mined value. The dental instrument bridge may be config-
ured to automatically determine the information descriptive
of the dental instruments. Additionally/alternatively the
information relevant for the use of a dental instrument may
be a visual indicator indicating to the user that the dental
instrument should be used for the next step of a selected
pre-programmed dental treatment e.g. for the first step of the
selected pre-programmed dental treatment the adjacent por-
tion 241 may be activated and indicate to the user that the
dental imnstrument 211 should be used for the first step, for the
second step the adjacent portion 244 may be activated and
indicate to the user that the dental instrument 214 should be
used for the second step, and so forth. FIG. 26 shows how
the display 202 may look after a user have selected and
picked up the dental instrument 212. Shown 1s the portion of
the display 230 231 covered by the dental instrument 212
when the dental instrument 1s arranged on the instrument
holder 201. The dental instrument bridge 200 1s 1n this state
configured to display information relevant for the use of the
dental instrument 212 outside the plurality of covered por-
tions or inside the covered portion 230 231 of the selected
dental mstrument. As an example, 11 the dental instrument
212 1s a micro motor e.g. having a dental drill attached, the
portion of the display 252 may show the speed of the micro
motor (RPM), the portion of the display 253 may show the
torque (%), the portion of the display 254 may show spray
water (ml/min), the portion of the display 248 may show the
type of micro motor, e.g. 1ts product name or product
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number, and the portion of the display 249 may display the
type of dental drill e.g. its product name or product number.

The dental mstrument bridge 200 may be configured to
automatically detect which dental instruments 210-215 are
arranged 1n the instrument holder 201 and where on the
instrument holder 201 they are arranged and in response
thereto configure the display 202 accordingly. This allows a
user to select any desired dental instruments and arrange the
selected dental 1instruments 1n any desired custom order. As
an example 11 the user exchanges the position of the dental
instruments 211 and 213 the dental instrument bridge 200
may automatically detect the new positions of dental instru-
ments 211 and 213 and in response thereto change adjacent
portion 241 to display information relevant for the use of the
dental mnstrument 213 and change adjacent portion 243 to
display information relevant for the use of the dental instru-
ment 211. The dental mnstrument bridge 200 may be con-
figured to detect which dental instruments are arranged 1n
the instrument holder 201 and where on the instrument
holder 201 they are arranged by having one or more sensors
arranged 1n or in connection with the dental instrument
bridge 200. Additionally/alternatively the dental instrument
bridge 200 may comprise a plurality of connection ports for
connecting the dental instruments 210-215 to the dental
instrument bridge 200 via a connection member such as an
instrument hose, wherein each connection port 1s provided
in connection with an approximately predetermined instru-
ment holding position e.g. a particular concave portion of
the instrument holder as shown i1n relation to FIGS. 5-8,
whereby the dental mstrument bridge 200 may be able to
detect which dental instruments are arranged 1n the 1nstru-
ment holder 201 and where on the 1nstrument holder 201
they are arranged by receiving data from the instruments
through the connection ports.

FIG. 3 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention. This embodiment 1s
similar to the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1 with the differ-
ence that the display 302 only comprises a single elongated
part arranged below the elongated member of the instrument
holder 301. The display 302 has a planar display surface
extending in a first reference plane. The plurality of dental
instruments are elongated dental instruments extending
along parallel central longitudinal axes, the instrument
holder 301 being configured to hold the plurality of dental
instruments 1n a manner whereby their central longitudinal
axes are parallel and arranged 1n a third reference plane the
angle between the third reference plane and the first refer-
ence plane 1s less than 20 degrees. The planar display surface
of the display 302 has a length 383 along the central
longitudinal axes of at least 75% of the average length of the
plurality of dental 1instruments 384 along the central longi-
tudinal axes.

FIG. 4 shows a dental instrument bridge according to an
embodiment of the present invention. This embodiment is
similar to the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 3 with the differ-
ence that the single elongated part of the display 402 is
arranged above the elongated member of the instrument
holder 401 and the instrument holder 401 1s configured to
hold the dental instruments in a manner so that the distal
ends of the dental instruments are pointing 1n an upwards
direction. The display 402 has a planar display surface
extending 1n a first reference plane. The plurality of dental
instruments are elongated dental instruments extending
along parallel central longitudinal axes, the instrument
holder 401 being configured to hold the plurality of dental
instruments 1n a manner whereby their central longitudinal
axes are parallel and arranged 1n a third reference plane the
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angle between the third reference plane and the first refer-
ence plane 1s less than 20 degrees. The planar display surface
of the display 402 has a length 483 along the central
longitudinal axes of at least 75% of the average length of the
plurality of dental instruments 484 along the central longi-
tudinal axes.

FIG. 5 shows a dental instrument bridge 500 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The dental instru-
ment bridge comprises: an instrument holder 501 configured
to hold a plurality of dental instruments and a display 502 for
displaying values of one or more control parameters of the
plurality of dental instruments. The instrument holder 501
comprises an elongated member extending along a central
longitudinal axis and the display 502 comprises a first
clongated part 504 arranged above the elongated member of
the instrument holder 501 and a second elongated part 505
arranged below the elongated member of the instrument
holder 501. In this embodiment the elongated member of the
instrument holder 501 comprises six concave portions 561 -
566, cach concave portion being configured to hold a dental
instrument.

FIG. 6 shows a dental instrument bridge 600 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The dental instru-
ment bridge 600 comprises: an mstrument holder 601 con-
figured to hold a plurality of dental instruments and a display
602 for displaying values of one or more control parameters
of the plurality of dental instruments. The instrument holder
601 comprises an clongated member extending along a
central longitudinal axis 692 and the display 602 comprises
a first elongated part 604 arranged above the elongated
member of the instrument holder 601 and a second elon-
gated part 605 arranged below the elongated member of the
instrument holder 601. The elongated member of the instru-
ment holder 601 comprises six concave portions 661-666,
each concave portion holding a dental instrument. In this
embodiment the dental instrument bridge 600 further com-
prises an 1nput unit for setting values of one or more control
parameters for one or more of the dental instruments. The
input unit comprises an elongated input zone 680 configured
to allow a user to select values of one or more control
parameters for the dental instruments using a finger. The
clongated mput zone 680 1s arranged below said elongated
member of the instrument holder 601 1n manner and having
a width along the central longitudinal axis 692 whereby a
user may select any one of the six dental instruments with a
first hand and directly with the first hand enter the elongated
input zone 680 without moving the first hand along the
central longitudinal axis 692. Thus, an ergonomic mput unit
1s provided allowing the dentist to select any dental instru-
ment and 1n a natural movement directly enter the elongated
input zone 680. The elongated input zone 680 may com-
prises a plurality of buttons and/or an elongated trackpad.
The display 602 has seven input unit portions 670-676. The
dental instrument bridge 600 i1s configured to control the
display 602 to show information indicating the functionality
of the elongated input zone 680 at one or more of the seven
input unit portions 670-676.

FIGS. 7a-b show a dental instrument bridge 700 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. This embodi-
ment 1s similar to the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 with the
difference that the elongated input zone 780 comprises seven
buttons 781-787. The seven buttons 781-787 may be prox-
imity buttons configured to detect the presence of an object
such as a finger of a user without any physical contact
between the object and the proximity button and 1n response
thereto generate an activation signal. The display 702 com-
prises seven button portions 770-776 one arranged above
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cach of the seven buttons. The dental instrument bridge 700
1s configured to control the display 702 to display informa-
tion 1ndicating the functionality of the buttons at their
respective button portions of the display. FIG. 7a shows the
dental instrument bridge 700, when no dental instruments
are selected. In this state, the buttons 781-787 may be used
to control general functions of a dental unit e.g. control a
water tap, control light, or control the position of the dental
chair. FIG. 76 shows the dental instrument bridge after the
dental instrument 711 has been selected. The dental instru-
ment bridge 700 will 1n response to the selection of the
dental instrument 711 control the display 702 to change the
current display and show first information relevant for the
use of the dental mstrument 711, and change the function-
ality of the seven buttons 781-787 so that they may be used
to configure the dental instrument 711. As an example 1f the
dental mstrument 711 1s a micro motor, the button 783 may
be used for increasing the speed of the micro motor and the
button 785 may be used for decreasing the speed of the
micro motor as preferably indicated 1n the button portions
772 774 respectively.

FIG. 8 shows a dental instrument bridge 800 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The dental 1nstru-
ment bridge 800 comprises: an mnstrument holder 801 con-
figured to hold a plurality of dental instruments and a display
802 for displaying information related to a dental treatment.
The instrument holder 801 comprises an elongated member
extending along a central longitudinal axis and the display
802 comprises a first elongated part arranged above the
clongated member of the instrument holder 801 and a
second elongated part arranged below the elongated member
of the mstrument holder 801. The elongated member of the
instrument holder 801 comprises six concave portions, each
concave portion holding a dental instrument 810-815. In this
embodiment the dental instrument bridge 800 further com-
prises an input unit 880 for setting values of one or more
control parameters for one or more of the dental instruments
810-815. In this embodiment the following dental instru-
ments are arranged 1n the mstrument holder, a syringe 810,
a first micro motor 811, a second micro motor 812, an
intraoral camera 813, a scaler 814, and a curing light 815.

Although some embodiments have been described and
shown 1n detail, the invention 1s not restricted to them, but
may also be embodied 1n other ways within the scope of the
subject matter defined 1n the following claims. In particular,
it 1s to be understood that other embodiments may be utilised
and structural and functional modifications may be made
without departing from the scope of the present invention.

In device claims enumerating several means, several of
these means can be embodied by one and the same 1tem of
hardware. The mere fact that certain measures are recited in
mutually different dependent claims or described in different
embodiments does not indicate that a combination of these
measures cannot be used to advantage.

It should be emphasized that the term “comprises/com-
prising” when used in this specification 1s taken to specify
the presence of stated features, integers, steps or components
but does not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps, components or groups
thereof.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A dental instrument bridge for holding a plurality of
dental instruments, said dental instrument bridge compris-
ng:

an 1nstrument holder configured to hold a plurality of

dental instruments; and
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a display for displaying information related to a dental

treatment;
wherein said display has a plurality of covered portions,
each covered portion of said plurality of covered por-
tions being at least partly covered by one of said
plurality of dental instruments when said one of said
plurality of dental instruments 1s arranged 1n said
instrument holder;
wherein said dental instrument bridge 1s configured to
detect when a user selects and picks up a selected dental
instrument of said plurality of dental instruments and 1n
response thereto 1s configured to control the display to
change a current display and show information relevant
for the use of said selected dental instrument; and

wherein the information relevant for the use of said
selected dental instrument i1s displayed at least partly
inside said covered portion of said display that 1s at
least partly covered by said selected dental instrument,
when said selected dental instrument 1s arranged 1n said
instrument holder.
2. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein said display has an adjacent portion next to each of
said plurality of covered portions wherein the display 1s
configured to, for each of said adjacent portions, show
information relevant for the use of their respective dental
instrument.
3. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 2,
wherein the information relevant for the use of their respec-
tive dental instrument 1s a visual indicator indicating to the
user that a dental instrument should be used for a next step
of a particular dental treatment.
4. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein said instrument holder comprises an elongated
member extending along a central longitudinal axis; and said
display comprises a first elongated part extending along said
central longitudinal axis below or above said elongated
member of said instrument holder.
5. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 4,
wherein said first elongated part extends along said central
longitudinal axis below said elongated member of said
instrument holder; and said display further comprises a
second elongated part extending along said central longitu-
dinal axis above said elongated member of said instrument
holder.
6. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein the dental instrument bridge further comprises a
housing and a movable arm, said display 1s arranged 1n said
housing and said movable arm 1s connected to said housing,
wherein said movable arm 1s configured to allow a user to
arrange said instrument bridge at a desired position with
respect to a patient.
7. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein:
said dental instrument bridge further comprises an 1nput
unit for controlling functionalities of dental equipment;

said instrument holder comprises an elongated member
extending along a central longitudinal axis, said elon-
gated member being configured to hold a first dental
instrument, a second dental instrument and a third
dental instrument at three approximately predetermined
positions;

the display having a first covered portion, a second

covered portion and a third covered portion, the first
covered portion being at least partly covered when said
first dental instrument 1s arranged in said instrument
holder, the second covered portion being at least partly
covered when said second instrument 1s arranged 1n
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said instrument holder, and said third covered portion
being at least partly covered when said third dental
mstrument 1s arranged 1n said strument holder; and

said 1nput unit comprises an elongated input zone con-
figured to allow a user to control functionalities of
dental equipment using an object such as a finger where
said elongated input zone 1s arranged above or below
said elongated member and has a width along said
central longitudinal axis whereby a user may select any
one of said first, second or third dental instruments with
a first hand and directly with said first hand enter said
clongated input zone without moving said first hand
along said central longitudinal axis.

8. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 7,
wherein the display has one or more input unit portions,
wherein the dental instrument bridge 1s configured to control
the display to show information indicating the functionality
of the elongated 1nput zone at the one or more input unit
portions.

9. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 7,
wherein said elongated input zone comprises at least three
buttons for setting values of one or more control parameters
for each of said first, second or third dental instrument.

10. A dental nstrument bridge according to claim 9,
wherein the centre of each of said at least three buttons are
arranged with a distance along said central longitudinal axis
to any one of said three covered portions of said display
whereby the parts of the display arranged immediately
above or below said buttons are freely visible also when all
dental instruments are arranged in the instrument holder.

11. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein said display has a planar display surface extending
in a first reference plane being angled with respect to the
horizontal plane with an angle between 10 and 90 degrees,
between 25 and 90 degrees, or between 35 and 80 degrees.

12. A dental nstrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein said display has a planar display surface extending
in a first reference plane, the first dental instrument 1s an
clongated dental instrument extending along a first central
longitudinal axis, and the instrument holder being config-
ured to hold the first dental instrument 1n a manner whereby
the angle between the first central longitudinal axis and the
first reference plane 1s less than 30, 20, or 10 degrees.

13. A dental mstrument bridge according to claim 12,
wherein the planar display surface of the display has a length
along the first central longitudinal axis of at least 5 cm, 10
cm, or 15 cm.

14. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 12,
wherein the planar display surface of the display has a length
along the first central longitudinal axis of at least 25%, 50%,
or 75% of the length of the first dental instrument along the
first central longitudinal axis.

15. A dental mstrument bridge according to claim 1,
wherein said display has a planar display surface extending
in a first reference plane, the plurality of dental instruments
are elongated dental instruments extending along central
longitudinal axes, the instrument holder being configured to
hold the plurality of dental instruments 1n a manner whereby
their central longitudinal axes are arranged a third reference
plane, the angle between the third reference plane and the
first reference plane 1s less than 30 degrees, 20 degrees or 10
degrees.

16. A dental instrument bridge according to claim 185,
wherein the planar display surface of the display has a length
along the central longitudinal axes of at least 25%, 50%, or
75% of the average length of the plurality of dental 1nstru-
ments along the central longitudinal axes.
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17. A dental unit for dental treatments comprising;
a dental instrument bridge according to claim 1; and
a patient chair.
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