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(57) ABSTRACT

There 1s provided a system including a processor and a
memory, storing an asset-data synthesis unit having a data
translation module and a data integration module. The
processor executes the asset-data synthesis unit to receive a
first and a second domain specific asset description data
being expressed using different descriptive vocabularies,
translate the first and second domain specific asset descrip-
tion data to a common descriptive vocabulary to produce
respective first and second common format asset description
data, inferentially identify based on probabilistic inference
that the first and second common format asset description
data describe a same asset, integrate the first and second
common format asset description data to produce an 1inte-
grated asset description data describing the same asset, and
generate a synthesized data describing the same asset and
linking the integrated asset description data and the first and
second domain specific asset description data.
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1
ASSET-DATA INTEGRATION

RELATED APPLICATION(S)

The present application 1s a Continuation of U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 14/815,677, filed Jul. 31, 2015, which claims
the benefit of and priority to a Provisional Patent Application
Ser. No. 62/147,169, filed Apr. 14, 2015, and titled “Con-

ceptual Named Resource Gateway,” which 1s hereby incor-
porated fully by reference into the present application.

BACKGROUND

Asset classification and metadata governance systems
have traditionally been structured as hierarchical taxono-
mies. Because such traditionally structured systems are
static and fail to allow for dynamic data models, users of
those systems typically encounter significant problems in
terms of asset categorization, organization, and retrieval.
Although the limitations imposed by these hierarchically
structured taxonomies may be tolerable for a single data
repository used 1n 1solation, problems may become intrac-
table when attempting to govern data across multiple inde-
pendent data domains. For example, 1t becomes dithicult and
in some 1nstances impracticable to resolve unique asset
identifiers across systems and to govern vocabulary across
the various domains.

SUMMARY

There are provided asset-data integration systems and
methods, substantially as shown in and/or described in
connection with at least one of the figures, and as set forth
more completely in the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a diagram of one exemplary implementation
of an asset-data integration system:;

FIG. 2 shows a more detailed representation of an asset-
data synthesis unit suitable for use in the asset-data integra-
tion system of FIG. 1, according to one exemplary imple-
mentation; and

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart presenting an exemplary method for
use by an asset-data integration system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description contains specific information
pertaining to implementations in the present disclosure. One
skilled 1n the art will recognize that the present disclosure
may be implemented in a manner different from that spe-
cifically discussed herein. The drawings i1n the present
application and their accompanying detailed description are
directed to merely exemplary implementations. Unless
noted otherwise, like or corresponding elements among the
figures may be 1ndicated by like or corresponding reference
numerals. Moreover, the drawings and illustrations in the
present application are generally not to scale, and are not
intended to correspond to actual relative dimensions.

The present application describes systems and methods
for ontologically organizing data entries corresponding to an
asset, 1.e., substantially the same asset, across multiple data
domains, several or all of which may employ distinct
descriptive vocabularies and organizational formats. As a
result, the solutions disclosed in the present application
provide systems and methods for identifying data corre-
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sponding to an asset (hereinafter “asset description data™ or
“asset-data™) but residing in separate data domains struc-
tured as hierarchical taxonomies. In addition, the solutions
disclosed 1n the present application include transforming
that asset description data 1into a semantic ontology capable
of governing and searching across all of the separate data
domains. Moreover, the present systems and methods may
be configured to provide the ontological transtormation and
search functionality in real-time.

For example, the systems and methods disclosed herein
may begin by generating a conceptual nomenclature defin-
ing concepts at an abstract level that will ultimately govern
the asset description data and the transformed asset descrip-
tion data, and to create vocabularies that can be used to
describe the asset description data and the transformed asset
description data. The conceptual nomenclature 1s deter-
mined and managed 1n an asset-data integration system that
includes an asset-data synthesis unit. The asset-data synthe-
s1s unit defines the ontological ecosystem within which the
asset description data and the transformed asset description
data resides.

As a result, the systems and methods disclosed in the
present application can provide a powertul tool for identi-
ftying and aggregating asset description data from disparate
data domains using a single search strategy and a common,
consolidated descriptive vocabulary. It 1s noted that the
systems and methods disclosed in the present application
may be utilized to search across many independent data
domains for asset description data corresponding to a wide
variety of assets. For example, as used in the present
application, the term “asset” may refer to tangible things
such as persons or objects, or to intangible assets, such as
intellectual property or data. Additional specific examples of
assets to which the present imventive concepts may apply
include persons, organizations, media content, such as tele-
vision (TV) content, movies, games, and music content, real
or personal property holdings, vacation packages, and theme
park attractions, to name a few.

Referring to FIG. 1, FIG. 1 shows a diagram of one
exemplary implementation of an asset-data integration sys-
tem. As shown 1n FIG. 1, asset-data integration system 110
1s utilized 1n communications environment 100, and
includes hardware processor 112, system memory 114, and
user interface 117. System memory 114 has asset-data
synthesis umit 120 and central asset database 116 including
synthesized data 118 stored therein. In addition, central asset
database 116 1s shown to store database entries 115 and 119,
either or both of which may be synthesized data analogous
to synthesized data 118, for example.

As further shown 1n FIG. 1, communication environment
100 also includes network 102 interactively linking asset-
data integration system 110 with first data domain 130,
second data domain 140, third data domain 150, fourth data
domain 160, and user system 104, via network communi-
cation links 108. Also shown in FIG. 1 are asset 101, which
may take the form of media content, for example, as well as
first asset description data 138, second asset description data
148, third asset description data 158, fourth asset description
data 168, and system user 106. It 1s noted that any or all of
first asset description data 138, second asset description data
148, third asset description data 158, and fourth asset
description data 168 may be 1n the form of metadata, for
example.

It 1s noted that although FIG. 1 depicts asset-data synthe-
s1s unit 120 and central asset database 116 as being mutually
co-located 1in system memory 114, that representation 1s
merely provided as an aid to conceptual clarity. More
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generally, asset-data integration system 110 may include one
or more computing platiorms, such as computer servers for
example, which may be co-located, or may form an inter-
actively linked but distributed system, such as a cloud based
system, for instance. As a result, hardware processor 112 and
system memory 114 may correspond to distributed processor
and memory resources within asset-data integration system
110. Thus, 1t 15 to be understood that asset-data synthesis unit
120 and central asset database 116 may be stored remotely
from one another within the distributed memory resources of
asset-data integration system 110.

According to the implementation shown by FIG. 1, sys-
tem user 106 may utilize user system 104 to interact with
asset-data integration system 110 over network 102. In one
such implementation, asset-data integration system 110 may
correspond to one or more web servers, accessible over a
packet network such as the Internet, for example. Alterna-
tively, asset-data integration system 110 may correspond to
one or more computer servers supporting a local area
network (LAN), or included in another type of limited
distribution network. It 1s noted that although user system
104 1s shown as a personal computer (PC) 1n FIG. 1, that
representation 1s also provided merely as an example. In
other implementations, user system 104 may be any other
suitable mobile or stationary computing device or system.

Continuing to FIG. 2, FIG. 2 shows a more detailed
representation of asset-data synthesis unit 220 suitable for
use 1n asset-data integration system 110 1n FIG. 1, according
to one exemplary implementation. As shown in FIG. 2,
asset-data synthesis unit 220 includes data translation mod-
ule 222 configured to receive some or all of first asset
description data 238, second asset description data 248, third
asset description data 258, and fourth asset description data
268. As further shown i FIG. 2, asset-data synthesis unit
220 also includes data integration module 226 configured to
receive some or all of first common format asset description
data 224a, second common format asset description data
224b, third common format asset description data 224¢, and
fourth common format asset description data 2244 produced
by data translation module 222.

Also shown 1n FIG. 2 are integrated asset description data
227, synthesized data 218, reintegrated asset description
data 229, and communication link 228 representing ongoing
communication between data integration module 226 and
central asset database 116, in FIG. 1. Asset data synthesis
unit 220 and synthesized data 218 generated by asset data
synthesis unit 220, 1n FIG. 2, correspond respectively in
general to asset data synthesis umit 120 and synthesized data
118, in FIG. 1, and may share any of the characteristics
attributed to those corresponding features in the present
application. In addition, first asset description data 238,
second asset description data 248, third asset description
data 258, and fourth asset description data 268, correspond
respectively 1n general to first asset description data 138,
second asset description data 148, third asset description
data 158, and fourth asset description data 168, in FIG. 1,
and may share any of the characteristics attributed to those
corresponding features in the present application.

FIGS. 1 and 2 will now be further described by reference
to FIG. 3, which presents flowchart 300 describing an
exemplary method for use by an asset-data integration
system. With respect to the method outlined 1n FIG. 3, 1t 1s
noted that certain details and features have been left out of
flowchart 300 1n order not to obscure the discussion of the
inventive features in the present application.

Referring to FIG. 3 1n combination with FIGS. 1 and 2,
flowchart 300 begins with receiving domain specific asset
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description data corresponding to asset 101 and expressed
using different descriptive vocabularies (action 380). Hard-
ware processor 112 of asset-data integration system 110 may
be configured to execute asset-data synthesis umt 120/220 to
receive asset description data corresponding to asset 101
over network 102. That asset description data may take the
form of any or all of first asset description data 138/238
provided by first data domain 130, second asset description
data 148/248 provided by second data domain 140, third
asset description data 158/258 provided by third data
domain 150, and fourth asset description data 168/268
provided by fourth data domain 160.

First data domain 130, second data domain 140, third data
domain 150, and fourth data domain 160 may be structured
as traditional hierarchical taxonomies, for example. More-
over, because first data domain 130, second data domain
140, third data domain 150, and fourth data domain 160 are
independent of one another, first asset description data
138/238, second asset description data 148/248, third asset
description data 158/258, and fourth asset description data
168/268 may be domain specific asset description data. That
1s to say, each of respective first asset description data
138/238, second asset description data 148/248, third asset
description data 158/2358, and fourth asset description data
168/268 may be expressed using a different descriptive
vocabulary specific to the respective data domain in which
it resides.

Flowchart 300 continues with translating the domain
specific asset description data to a common descriptive
vocabulary to produce common format asset description
data (action 382). For example, asset-data integration system
110 may be configured to utilize asset-data synthesis unit
120/220 to normalize the domain specific asset description
data recerved from first data domain 130 and/or second data
domain 140 and/or third data domain 150 and/or fourth data
domain 160. Thus, hardware processor 112 may be further
configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to
translate first asset description data 138/238 and/or second
asset description data 148/248 and/or third asset description
data 158/258 and/or fourth asset description data 168/268 to
a common descriptive vocabulary.

One example of such a process uses a canonical data
model (CDM) as a common reference for translating first
asset description data 138/238 and/or second asset descrip-
tion data 148/248 and/or third asset description data 158/258
and/or fourth asset description data 168/268. As shown 1n
FIG. 2, translation of first asset description data 138/238
and/or second asset description data 148/248 and/or third
asset description data 158/258 and/or fourth asset descrip-
tion data 168/268 may be performed using data translation
module 222 of asset-data synthesis unit 120/220.

As further shown 1n FIG. 2, data translation module 222
may be configured to produce first common format asset
description data 224a through translation of first asset
description data 138/238, as well as second common format
asset description data 2246 through translation of second
asset description data 148/248. In addition, data translation
module 222 may be configured to produce third common
format asset description data 224c¢ through translation of
third asset description data 158/258, and to produce fourth
common format asset description data 2244 through trans-
lation of fourth asset description data 168/268.

Flowchart 300 continues with i1dentifying an asset
described by the common format asset description data
(action 384). Hardware processor 112 may be configured to
execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to identity some or
all of first common format asset description data 224a,
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second common format asset description data 2245, third
common format asset description data 224c¢, and fourth
common format asset description data 224d as describing
the same asset, e.g., asset 101. For example, asset-data
synthesis unmit 120/220 may identily first common format
asset description data 224a and second common format asset
description data 2245 as describing asset 101, but may
identify third common format asset description data 224c¢ as
describing another asset.

In some 1mplementations, asset-data synthesis unit 120/
220 may be configured to identify first common format asset
description data 224a and second common format asset
description data 224b as describing asset 101 inferentially.
Such inferencing, when performed using asset-data synthe-
sis unit 120/220 may be absolute or probabilistic. For
example, 1n implementations 1n which asset-data synthesis
unit 120/220 performs only absolute inferencing, the infer-
ential 1dentification of asset 101 based on first common
format asset description data 224aq and second common
format asset description data 2245 may only occur where the
likelihood of accuracy 1s substantially one hundred percent.
However, in some implementations, 1t may be advantageous
or desirable to enable probabilistic inferencing by asset-data
synthesis unit 120/220.

In those latter implementations, asset-data synthesis unit
120/220 may be configured to infer that asset 101 1s the asset
being described by both first common format asset descrip-
tion data 224a and second common format asset description
data 22456 when the likelihood of accuracy meets or exceeds
a confidence threshold of less than one hundred percent.
Moreover, 1n some implementations, asset-data synthesis
unit 120/220 may be configured to have machine learning
capabilities, thereby enabling the knowledge base used by
asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to inferentially identify
asset 101 to evolve over time.

Flowchart 300 continues with integrating the common
format asset description data to produce an integrated asset
description data describing asset 101 (action 386). For
example, according to the exemplary use case described
above, asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 may identify first
common format asset description data 224a and second
common format asset description data 2245 as describing
asset 101. In that case, hardware processor 112 may be
turther configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/
220 to utilize data integration module 226 to integrate first
common format asset description data 224a and second
common format asset description data 2245 to produce
integrated asset description data 227 describing asset 101.

For example, first common format asset description data
224a and second common format asset description data
224b may be recreated 1nto a graphical representation. Such
a graphical representation may take the form of a consoli-
dated graph corresponding to the attributes of asset 101
described by first common format asset description data
224a and second common format asset description data
224b. The graphical representation may be semantic, mean-
ing 1t may contain new data based on relationships between
first common format asset description data 224a and second
common format asset description data 2245. That new data
1s a product of the ontology logic employed by data inte-
gration module 226.

Flowchart 300 can conclude with generating synthesized
data 118/218 describing asset 101 (action 388). Hardware
processor 112 may be configured to execute asset-data
synthesis unit 120/220 to generate synthesized data 118/218
describing asset 101, such that synthesized data 118/218
links integrated asset description data 227 and first and
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second domain specific asset description data 138/238 and
148/248. Furthermore, hardware processor 112 may also be
configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to
store synthesized data 118/218 in central asset database 116.

Although not shown in flowchart 300, 1n some 1mple-
mentations the systems and methods disclosed 1n the present
application can include use of user interface 117 by asset-
data integration system 110 to display synthesized data
118/218 linking integrated asset description data 227 and
first and second domain specific asset description data
138/238 and 148/248 to system user 106. In cases where
system user 106 1s an authorized knowledge base manager
of asset-data integration system 110, hardware processor 112
may be configured to execute asset-data synthesis umnit
120/220 to solicit confirmation data regarding synthesized
data 118/218 from system user 106. Moreover, 1n one
implementation, hardware processor 112 may be configured
to execute asset-data synthesis umit 120/220 to modify
synthesized data 118/218 based on an asset correction data
received through user interface 117.

As noted above, asset-data integration system 110 can
provide a powerful tool for identifying and aggregating asset
description data from disparate data domains using a single
search strategy and a common, consolidated descriptive
vocabulary. As a result, hardware processor 112 may be
further configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/
220 to receive an asset search data describing multiple asset
attributes through user interface 117, and to search central
asset database 116 for at least one database entry corre-
sponding to the search data. Where one or more of the asset
attributes described by the search data are included 1n
synthesized data 118/218, for example, hardware processor
112 may be configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit
120/220 to determine that asset 101 corresponds to the
search data, and to 1dentity asset 101 to system user 106. In
addition, or alternatively, where one or more of the asset
attributes described by the search data are included 1in
synthesized data 118/218, hardware processor 112 may be
configured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to
display synthesized data 118/218 to system user 106, via
user interface 117.

It 1s noted that asset-data integration system 110 may be
configured to dynamically update synthesized data 118/218
based on additional asset description data corresponding to
asset 101 and received by asset-data integration system 110
after generation of synthesized data 118/218. For example,
hardware processor 112 may be configured to execute asset-
data synthesis unit 120/220 to receive another domain
specific asset description data, which may be expressed
using another descriptive vocabulary, e.g., fourth asset
description data 168/268, and to translate fourth asset
description data 168/268 to produce fourth common format
asset description data 2244d.

Hardware processor 112 may be further configured to
execute asset-data synthesis unmit 120/220 to identity fourth
common format asset description data 224d as describing
asset 101, and to integrate fourth common format asset
description data 2244 with integrated asset description data
227 to produce reintegrated asset description data 229. In
addition, hardware processor 112 may be configured to
execute asset-data synthesis umt 120/220 to update synthe-
s1ized data 118/218 describing asset 101 to link reintegrated
asset description data 229 with first and second domain
specific asset description data 138/238 and 148/248, and
fourth domain specific asset description data 168/268.

As noted above, asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 1s
configured to define the governing ontology by which the
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asset description data and the transformed asset description
data are organized. In some implementations, that governing
ontology may be designed to evolve 1n response to produc-
tion of reintegrated asset description data 229 and/or updat-
ing ol synthesized data 118/218. For example, in those
implementations, hardware processor 112 may be config-
ured to execute asset-data synthesis unit 120/220 to extend
or otherwise modily the governing ontology to incorporate
one or more new conceptual relationships i1dentified in the
process of producing reintegrated asset description data 229
and/or updating synthesized data 118/218.

Furthermore, in some implementations, the extension of
or modification to the governing ontology defined by asset-
data synthesis unit 120/220 may be automatically propa-
gated to database entries stored 1n central asset database 116.
In other words, the production of reintegrated asset descrip-
tion data 229 and/or the updating of synthesized data 118
may trigger a modification to the governing ontology
defined and imposed by asset-data synthesis unit 120/220
that may in turn cause database entries 115 and/or 119 to be
correspondingly updated automatically.

Thus, the asset-data integration solution disclosed 1n the
present application 1s configured to ontologically organize
data entries corresponding to the same asset across multiple
data domains, several or all of which may employ distinct
descriptive vocabularies and organizational formats. As a
result, the solution disclosed i1n the present application
provides systems and methods for identifying asset descrip-
tion data corresponding to the same asset but residing in
separate data domains structured as hierarchical taxonomaies.
In addition, the solution disclosed 1n the present application
includes transforming that asset description data into a
semantic ontology capable of governing and searching
across all of the separate data domains. Moreover, the
present systems and methods are configured to provide that
ontological transformation and search functionality in real-
time. Moreover, the systems and methods disclosed 1n the
present application may be utilized to search across inde-
pendent data domains for asset description data correspond-
ing to a wide variety of assets. For example, assets to which
the present inventive concepts may apply include persons,
organizations, media content, such as TV content, movies,
games, and music content, real or personal property hold-
ings, vacation packages, and theme park attractions, to name
a few.

From the above description i1t 1s manifest that various
techniques can be used for implementing the concepts
described 1n the present application without departing from
the scope of those concepts. Moreover, while the concepts
have been described with specific reference to certain imple-
mentations, a person of ordinary skill in the art would
recognize that changes can be made in form and detail
without departing from the scope of those concepts. As such,
the described implementations are to be considered in all
respects as illustrative and not restrictive. It should also be
understood that the present application 1s not limited to the
particular implementations described herein, but many rear-
rangements, modifications, and substitutions are possible
without departing from the scope of the present disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An asset-data integration system comprising;

a hardware processor and a system memory;

an asset-data synthesis unit stored 1n the system memory;

wherein the hardware processor 1s configured to execute

the asset-data synthesis unit to:
receive a first domain specific asset description data
and a second domain specific asset description data,
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the first domain specific asset description data and
the second domain specific asset description data
being expressed using different descriptive vocabu-
laries;

translate the first domain specific asset description data
and the second domain specific asset description data
to a common descriptive vocabulary to produce a
first common format asset description data and a
second common format asset description data,
respectively;

inferentially 1dentify, based on probabilistic inference,
that the first common format asset description data
and the second common format asset description
data describe a same asset;

integrate the first common format asset description data
and the second common format asset description
data to produce an integrated asset description data
describing the same asset;

generate a synthesized data describing the same asset,
the synthesized data linking the integrated asset
description data, the first domain specific asset
description data, and the second domain specific
asset description data;

receive a third domain specific asset description data;

translate the third domain specific asset description data
to the common descriptive vocabulary to produce a
third common format asset description data;

inferentially identify, based on probabilistic inference,
that the third common format asset description data
describes the same asset;

integrate the third common format asset description
data with the integrated asset description data to
produce a re-integrated asset description data; and

update the synthesized data describing the same asset to
link the re-integrated asset description data with the
first domain specific asset description data, the sec-
ond domain specific asset description data, and the
third domain specific asset description data.

2. The asset-data integration system of claim 1, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to execute the
asset-data synthesis unit to display the synthesized data to a
system user.

3. The asset-data integration system of claim 1, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to execute the
asset-data synthesis unit to modily the synthesized data
based on an asset correction data received from a system
user.

4. The asset-data integration system of claim 1, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to execute the
asset-data synthesis unit to modily a governing ontology
defined by the asset-data synthesis unit based on at least one
of the re-integrated asset description data or the synthesized
data.

5. The asset-data integration system of claim 1, further
comprising a central asset database stored in the system
memory, the hardware processor being further configured to
execute the asset-data synthesis unit to store the synthesized
data 1n the central asset database.

6. A method for use by an asset-data integration system
having a hardware processor, the method comprising;:

recerving, using the hardware processor, a first domain

specific asset description data and a second domain
specific asset description data, the first domain specific
asset description data and the second domain specific
asset description data being expressed using different
descriptive vocabularies;
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translating, using the hardware processor, the first domain
specific asset description data and the second domain
specific asset description data to a common descriptive
vocabulary to produce a first common format asset
description data and a second common format asset
description data, respectively;
inferentially i1dentifying, using the hardware processor,
based on probabilistic inference, that the first common
format asset description data and the second common
format asset description data describe a same asset;

integrating, using the hardware processor, the first com-
mon format asset description data and the second
common format asset description data to produce an
integrated asset description data describing the same
asset;

generating, using the hardware processor, a synthesized

data describing the same asset, the synthesized data
linking the integrated asset description data, the first
domain specific asset description data, and the second
domain specific asset description data;

receiving, using the hardware processor, a third domain

specific asset description data;

translating, using the hardware processor, the third

domain specific asset description data to the common
descriptive vocabulary to produce a third common
format asset description data;
inferentially identifying, using the hardware processor,
based on probabilistic inference, that the third common
format asset description data describes the same asset;

integrating, using the hardware processor, the third com-
mon format asset description data with the integrated
asset description data to produce a re-integrated asset
description data; and

updating, using the hardware processor, the synthesized

data describing the same asset to link the re-integrated
asset description data with the first domain specific
asset description data, the second domain specific asset
description data, and the third domain specific asset
description data.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising displaying,
using the hardware processor, the synthesized data to a
system user.

8. The method of claim 6, further comprising modifying,
using the hardware processor, the synthesized data based on
an asset correction data received from a system user.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising modifying,
using the hardware processor, a governing ontology, based
on at least one of the re-integrated asset description data or
of the synthesized data.

10. The method of claim 6, further comprising storing,
using the hardware processor, the synthesized data in a
central asset database of the asset-data integration system.

11. An asset-data integration system comprising:

a hardware processor configured to:

receive a first domain specific asset description data
and a second domain specific asset description data,
the first domain specific asset description data and
the second domain specific asset description data
being expressed using different descriptive vocabu-
laries;

translate the first domain specific asset description data
and the second domain specific asset description data
to a common descriptive vocabulary to produce a
first common format asset description data and a
second common Iformat asset description data,
respectively;
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determine that the first common format asset descrip-
tion data and the second common format asset
description data describe a same asset;

integrate the first common format asset description data
and the second common format asset description
data to produce an integrated asset description data
describing the same asset;

generate a synthesized data describing the same asset,
the synthesized data linking the integrated asset
description data, the first domain specific asset
description data, and the second domain specific
asset description data;

receive a third domain specific asset description data;

translate the third domain specific asset description data
to the common descriptive vocabulary to produce a
third common format asset description data;

determine that the third common format asset descrip-
tion data describes the same asset;

integrate the third common format asset description
data with the integrated asset description data to
produce a re-integrated asset description data; and

update the synthesized data describing the same asset to
link the re-integrated asset description data with the
first domain specific asset description data, the sec-
ond domain specific asset description data, and the
third domain specific asset description data.

12. The asset-data integration system of claim 11, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to display the
synthesized data to a system user.

13. The asset-data integration system of claim 11, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to modify the
synthesized data based on an asset correction data received
from a system user.

14. The asset-data integration system of claim 11, wherein
the hardware processor 1s further configured to modily a
governing ontology based on at least one of the re-integrated
asset description data or the synthesized data.

15. The asset-data integration system of claim 11, further
comprising a central asset database stored in the system
memory, wherein the hardware processor 1s further config-
ured to store the synthesized data in the central asset
database.

16. A method for use by an asset-data integration system
having a hardware processor, the method comprising;:

receiving, using the hardware processor, a first domain

specific asset description data and a second domain
specific asset description data, the first domain specific
asset description data and the second domain specific
asset description data being expressed using different
descriptive vocabularies;

translating, using the hardware processor, the first domain

specific asset description data and the second domain
specific asset description data to a common descriptive
vocabulary to produce a first common format asset
description data and a second common format asset
description data, respectively;

determining, using the hardware processor, that the first

common format asset description data and the second
common format asset description data describe a same
asset;

integrating, using the hardware processor, the first com-

mon format asset description data and the second
common format asset description data to produce an
integrated asset description data describing the same
asset;

generating, using the hardware processor, a synthesized

data describing the same asset, the synthesized data
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linking the integrated asset description data, the first
domain specific asset description data, and the second
domain specific asset description data;

receiving, using the hardware processor, a third domain
specific asset description data;

translating, using the hardware processor, the third
domain specific asset description data to the common
descriptive vocabulary to produce a third common
format asset description data;

determining, using the hardware processor, that the third
common format asset description data describes the
same asset;

integrating, using the hardware processor, the third com-
mon format asset description data with the integrated
asset description data to produce a re-integrated asset
description data; and

updating, using the hardware processor, the synthesized
data describing the same asset to link the re-integrated
asset description data with the first domain specific
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asset description data, the second domain specific asset
description data, and the third domain specific asset
description data.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising display-
ing, using the hardware processor, the synthesized data to a
system user.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising modify-
ing, using the hardware processor, the synthesized data
based on an asset correction data received from a system
user.

19. The method of claim 16, further comprising modify-
ing, using the hardware processor, a governing ontology,
based on at least one of the re-integrated asset description
data or the synthesized data.

20. The method of claim 16, further comprising storing,
using the hardware processor, the synthesized data in a
central asset database of the asset-data integration system.
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