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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR EFFICIENTLY
DUPLICATING DATA IN A STORAGE
SYSTEM, ELIMINATING THE NEED TO
READ THE SOURCE DATA OR WRITE THE
TARGET DATA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This patent document claims priority to earlier filed U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/817,339, filed
Apr. 30, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorporated
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present patent document relates generally to a system
and method for creating one or more copies of a data-block
in a data storage system.

2. Background of the Related Art

Data deduplication 1s a method 1n which only unique data
1s physically kept 1n a data storage system. The unique data
1s referenced by a unique “fingerprint” derived from the data
often 1n the form of a cryptographic hash function. Dedu-
plication methods compare the fingerprint of incoming data
blocks to the fingerprints of all existing data blocks. If the
incoming data block 1s unique 1t 1s stored, 1f 1t 1s not unique
it 1s not stored but 1s added as a reference to the existing
unique data block. When data 1s copied internally in a
system using deduplication there 1s a 100% certainty that the
unique fingerprint for this data 1s also already stored in the
data storage system. However, the system must efliciently
keep track of where these duplicate are.

Therefore, there 1s a perceived need 1n the industry for a
method of copy data within a data deduplication system that
1s eflicient and accurate.

SUMMARY

The present invention solves the problems of the prior art
by providing a method to copy data within a data dedupli-
cation system that optimizes the space used to store infor-
mation utilizing a data deduplication technique. This method
relates to the process of traversing the deduplication meta-
data and and updating the reference counts for this data
rather than reading the data to be copied and writing
additional copies back to the data storage system. Eliminat-
ing the need to read and write duplicate blocks can signifi-
cantly reduce the time and storage system internal band-
width needed to accomplish a block copy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following description, appended claims, and
accompanying drawings where:

FIG. 1 shows a conceptual illustration of data within a
deduplication system prior to creating a copy; and

FIG. 2 shows a conceptual illustration of data within a
deduplication system aiter a copy of the data has been made,
by creating copies of the metadata, 1.e. logical block pointers
and finger prints only.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a conceptual 1llustration of a data
dedpulication system 1s shown generally at 10. The data
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2

dedpulication system i1ncludes a deduplication table 12, and
meta data 14a mcluding a block pointers 16a (in the aggre-
gate forming a block pointer list 18a) and finger prints 20a
of the physical data blocks 22, which will be described 1n
more detail below.

The deduplication system includes generally one or more
volumes, physical and logical. The volumes may be 1imple-
mented on any number of data storage devices, such as hard
disk drives and solid state storage devices. The method
described herein may be implemented on dedicated hard-
ware or on general purpose computers using ofl-the-shelf
components. Frequently, a mix of inexpensive, replaceable
mass storage devices are desirable to reduce cost and
provide redundancy, combined with a dedicated controller
optimized for speed and efliciency. The controller provides
seamless integration with the storage devices to the end user,
masking the complexity from the end user such that the
deduplication system appears and operates as any other mass
storage device.

It should be understood that the method and system
described herein may be employed 1n any type of operating
system. The method and system may be implemented 1n any
type of software code using any language and can run on any
type of computer hardware. This unique method may also be
employed for data stored in any type of storage device, such
as arrays of storage devices and any type of device, such as
magnetic, solid state (such as flash) and optical media.

Each data storage device i1s subdivided into numerous,
addressable physical blocks 22. Each physical block 22 is
identified and locatable by a block pointer 16. Block pointers
16 are data structures maintained by a data storage device
which relate a logical block address (the logical location of
a data block) to a physical block address (the physical
location of a data block) In deduplicated storage systems
multiple logical blocks may be associated (point to) a
common physical block.

A finger print 20a of the data block 22 1s paired with the
block pointer 16a for that data block 22. Together the block
pointer 16a and the finger print 20a form the meta data 14a
for that data block 22. After the copy operation 1s complete,
a second set of meta data 145, having a copy of the finger
print 206 and block pointer 165 1s created, pointing to the
same physical block 22 (best seen 1n FIG. 2).

The deduplication system includes a deduplication table
12. In deduplicated storage systems it 1s necessary to know
how many instances of a logical block 16a, 165 point to a
common physical block 22. This reference count 1s needed
when logical blocks are deleted so that the underlying
physical block 22 will also be deleted when the reference
count=0.

Data 1s often larger than a single physical block 22
address. Consequently, 1n order to store the data, a chain or
list of block pointers 16a, 165 1s created 1dentifying the next
block 1n the data, the sum of which form the data. This list
1s called the block pointer list 18a, 185. During a standard
copy operation 1n a data storage system, the block pointer
list 18a for a file 1s traversed and each physical block 22 i1s
read 1nto system memory before being copied to a new
physical block. The process of sequentially accessing block
pointers 16a independent of reading or writing the associ-
ated physical blocks 22 1s called metadata traversal.

Referring to FI1G. 2, a conceptual illustration showing data
duplicated within a data deduplication system 1s shown
generally. The method generally includes of the steps of
traversing the meta data via the logical block pointers 16a,
and creating new logical block pointers 165, which are
associated with a copy of the data blocks 22. The reference
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counts for the physical blocks 22 referenced in the dedupli-
cation table 12 are incremented to protect the integrity of the
underlying physical block 22.
The copy operation does not need to copy an entire
datafile, but can form a subset of physical blocks 22. In this
case, the method 1ncludes the steps of traversing the logical
block pointers 16a of a range of blocks within a datafile and
creating new logical block pointers 165, which are associ-
ated with a second range of blocks 22 within the datafile.
The reference counts for the physical blocks 22 referenced
in the deduplication table are incremented to protect the
integrity of the underlying physical blocks 22 as well.
Therefore, 1t can be seen that a novel method of creating
a copy of data within a data deduplication system 1s dis-
closed, which has increased efliciency and throughput
because it does not read the underlying data block and write
it back to the data deduplication system. Rather by making
a direct copy of the meta data, only, and incrementing the
reference counts in the deduplication table, significant
resources of time and bandwidth may be achieved.
It would be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
various changes and modifications can be made to the
illustrated embodiments without departing from the spirit of
the present imnvention. All such modifications and changes
are 1intended to be within the scope of the present invention.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method of making a copy of data having metadata 1n
a data deduplication system, comprising:
identifying a physical data block in the deduplication
system, the physical data block having stored therein
data to be copied as part of a copy operation;

without reading the physical data block by the dedupli-
cation system, reading metadata associated with the
identified physical data block, the metadata including
both a fingerprint of the data and a first logical block
pointer that relates a first logical block address of the
physical data block to a physical block address of the
physical data block;

without reading the physical data block by the dedupli-

cation system, creating a logical copy of the metadata
by copying the metadata to include a copy of the
fingerprint and a second logical block pointer that
relates a second logical block address of the physical
data block to the physical block address of the physical
data block; and

without reading the physical data block by the dedupli-

cation system, incrementing a reference count of the
physical data block, wherein the reference count indi-
cates the number of instances of logical data blocks that
point to the physical data block, the reference count
stored 1n a deduplication table of the deduplication
system so as to protect integrity of the physical data
block.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the data 1s at least a
portion of a data file.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the physical data block
1s one of a range of blocks within a data file.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the reading comprises
traversing the metadata sequentially.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the fingerprint 1s
derived from the physical data block via a cryptographic
hash function.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the creating 1s per-
formed without writing the physical data block.
7. A method of making a copy of data having metadata in
a data deduplication system, comprising:
identifying a physical data block i1n the deduplication
system, the physical data block having stored therein
data to be copied as part of a copy operation;

reading metadata associated with the identified physical
data block, the metadata including both a fingerprint of
the data and a first logical block pointer that relates a
first logical block address of the physical data block to
a physical block address of the physical data block;

without reading the physical data block by the dedupli-
cation system, creating a logical copy of the metadata
by copying the metadata to include a copy of the
fingerprint and a second logical block pointer that
relates a second logical block address of the physical
data block to the physical block address of the physical
data block; and

incrementing a reference count of the physical data block,

wherein the reference count indicates the number of

istances of logical data blocks that point to the physi-
cal data block, the reference count stored 1n a dedupli-
cation table of the deduplication system so as to protect
integrity of the physical data block, and

wherein the physical data block 1s one of a range of blocks

within a data file, whereby a subset of the data file 1s
generated by the method.

8. A method of making a copy of data having metadata in

a data deduplication system, comprising;:

identifying a physical data block 1n the deduplication
system, the physical data block having stored therein
data to be copied as part of a copy operation;

reading metadata associated with the identified physical
data block, the metadata including both a fingerprint of
the data and a first logical block pointer that relates a
first logical block address of the physical data block to
a physical block address of the physical data block;

without reading the physical data block by the dedupli-
cation system, creating a logical copy of the metadata
by copying the metadata to include a copy of the
fingerprint and a second logical block pointer that
relates a second logical block address of the physical
data block to the physical block address of the physical
data block; and

incrementing a reference count of the physical data block,

wherein the reference count indicates the number of
istances of logical data blocks that point to the physi-
cal data block, the reference count stored 1n a dedupli-
cation table of the deduplication system so as to protect
integrity of the physical data block, and

wherein the creating i1s performed without writing the
physical data block.
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