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SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR METERING 
AND ANALYZING ENERGY CONSUMPTION 
OF EVENTS WITHIN A PORTABLE DEVICE 

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to the ?eld of data 
collection on Wireless devices and, more particularly, to a 
system and methods for metering and analyzing the energy 
consumption of events Within a portable device. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] The increasing number of portable devices, cellular 
phones, laptops, personal digital assistants, text message 
machines, Wireless gaming machines, music players, etc. has 
increased the need to measure their use for various purposes. 
For example, measuring a user’s interaction With a portable 
device provides visibility of the types of services and appli 
cations that may interest a user. Similarly, measuring the 
performance of a portable device enables manufacturers, 
Wireless service providers, content providers, etc. to improve 
their products and services. There is an increasing array of 
functionality available for portable devices With varying 
degrees of resource usage and poWer requirements. Consum 
ers are able to incorporate applications from a large number of 
application developers into their portable devices. As a result, 
there are many portable devices in use, many different types 
of portable devices, and a large number of applications that 
may be installed and run on the Wide array of portable 
devices. It is extremely dif?cult, if not impossible, for por 
table device manufacturers, consumers, and application 
developers to measure the performance for every combina 
tion of possible applications and portable devices. 
[0003] Currently, portable device manufacturers determine 
energy use of their portable devices by installing and running 
baseline softWare applications in a controlled laboratory envi 
ronment. A programmed script executes the applications 
according to a pre-determined pattern While hardWare mea 
suring equipment tracks the battery life remaining in the 
portable device and corresponding parametric information. 
The testing method provides a snapshot of portable device 
performance for the small number of portable devices tested. 
The baseline testing does not test for many environmental and 
parametric operating conditions the portable device may 
experience over its lifetime. Additionally, the baseline soft 
Ware applications may not be representative of the complex 
applications and/or the combination of the complex applica 
tions provided by third party application developers available 
to consumers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0004] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example metering 
system to meter and collect portable device energy consump 
tion data and event information. 
[0005] FIG. 2 shoWs a functional block diagram of an 
example metering and collection system including the meter 
ing component and the collection system of FIG. 1. 
[0006] FIG. 3 shoWs a functional block diagram of an 
example portable device including the metering component 
of FIG. 1, applications, hardWare, an operating system, and a 
transmitter. 
[0007] FIG. 4A shoWs a table ofan example event log data 
structure format including an identi?cation ?eld, an event 
?eld, an event duration ?eld, and attribute ?elds. 
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[0008] FIGS. 4B-4C shoW tables of example event logs 
including the identi?cation ?eld, the event ?eld, the event 
duration ?eld, and attribute ?elds of FIG. 4A. 
[0009] FIG. 5 shoWs a table ofan example event log com 
piler table constructed by the data analyZer of FIG. 2. 
[0010] FIG. 6 shoWs a matrix equation of an example 
energy consumption matrix equation constructed from the 
event log compiler table of FIG. 5. 
[0011] FIGS. 7A-7B shoW tables of example energy con 
sumption reports including a summary statistics section and 
event result sections. 
[0012] FIG. 8 is a How chart illustrating an example method 
for installing and con?guring the metering component used 
With the example systems of FIGS. 1-3. 
[0013] FIG. 9A is a How chart illustrating an example 
method for collecting and storing event information and 
energy consumption data on a portable device. 
[0014] FIG. 9B is a How chart illustrating an example 
method for receiving, processing, and analyZing event logs 
from portable devices. 
[0015] FIG. 10 is a How chart illustrating an example 
method for calculating the energy consumed per event type 
on a portable device. 

[0016] FIG. 11 is a block diagram ofan example processor 
system that may be used to execute the example methods of 
FIGS. 8-10 and/or the example systems described herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0017] Although the folloWing describes example methods 
and apparatus including, among other components, softWare 
and/ or ?rmWare executed on hardWare, it should be noted that 
these examples are merely illustrative and should not be con 
sidered as limiting. For example, it is contemplated that any 
or all of the hardWare, softWare, and ?rmWare components 
could be embodied exclusively in hardWare, exclusively in 
softWare, or in any combination of hardWare and softWare. 
Accordingly, While the folloWing describes example methods 
and apparatus, the examples provided are not the only Way to 
implement such methods and apparatus. 
[0018] The example meter, methods, system and/or 
machine readable instructions described herein may be used 
to monitor and analyZe energy consumption of events Within 
a portable device to determine energy consumed for an event 
per unit of time. An example method of monitoring energy 
consumption of events Within a portable device involves col 
lecting event metering information and energy consumption 
data associated With the portable device, communicating the 
energy consumption data and event metering information to a 
collection system, and analyZing the energy consumption of 
events on a portable device from a plurality of panel mem 
bers. The energy consumption data and event information 
from each device for a time period may be structured into a 
linear equation. A plurality of such linear equations can be 
solved to determine an approximate energy use per event per 
a unit of time for a plurality of devices and/or panel members. 
[0019] In an example method described herein, energy con 
sumption may be metered by measuring battery characteris 
tics at the start and end of a time period. Additionally, the 
battery may be measured at incremental instances through the 
time period. In another example method, energy consumption 
may metered by determining a baseline for energy consump 
tion per clock cycle and then counting the number of clock 
cycles used per event. 
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[0020] An example system to monitor energy consumption 
of events Within the portable device includes a metering com 
ponent to receive event information Within a portable device. 
Event information may include hardWare and/or application 
information such as application type, duration of usage, net 
Work or portable device parametric information (e.g., upload 
speed, doWnload speed, netWork quality, volume and/ or tone) 
and/or metadata (e.g., content title, author, date of publica 
tion, source and/ or publisher information, copyright informa 
tion, digital rights management information, etc). Applica 
tions may include phoning, text messaging, instant 
messaging, e-mail, Web broWsing, media player, camera, 
document processing, streaming data from a server, live 
media, games, video recording, media editing, etc. HardWare 
may include the operating system, clock cycles, a vibration 
actuator, a ringer, a speaker, key inputs, electrical battery 
measurements, a receiver, a transmitter, a touch screen, a 
bright display, and/or any other energy consuming electro 
mechanical device and/or hardWare associated With the por 
table device. Energy consumption data and event information 
may be referred to as metered portable device information. 

[0021] The example system described herein also includes 
a processor that may be communicatively coupled or included 
Within the portable device and con?gured to receive energy 
consumption data and event information from the metering 
component. The processor may also process and store the 
metered portable device information Within an event log 
cache. Additionally, the example system includes a memory 
communicatively coupled to the processor to store the 
metered portable device information and a communication 
interface to communicate the metered portable device infor 
mation to a collection system (e.g., a computer, a measure 
ment entity, server, etc.). The memory includes the event log 
cache, Which stores a plurality of metered portable device 
information for different time periods. 
[0022] An example system to analyZe energy consumption 
of events Within a portable device includes the collection 
system, a memory, and an analysis system. The analysis sys 
tem and the memory may be included Within the collection 
system or, alternatively, may be communicatively coupled to 
the collection system. The collection system may be included 
Within or provided by a measurement company, Which may be 
a neutral entity that does not create and/ or distribute portable 
devices and/or events on portable devices and, thus, can func 
tion as a trusted third party monitor of the energy consump 
tion and metering information of portable devices. The col 
lection system receives and stores metered portable device 
information from a plurality of portable devices. 

[0023] The analysis system processes the metered portable 
device information. Processing may include ?ltering the 
energy consumption data and event information based on 
device type, application type, function type, and/ or a combi 
nation of device types, application types and/or function 
types. The ?ltered energy consumption data and event infor 
mation for a device for a time period is structured or con 
structed into a linear equation. The analysis system solves for 
a plurality of linear equations to determine an approximate 
energy use per event type per a unit of time. These results may 
be re?ned to eliminate large error terms and recalculated. 
Calculating large quantities of portable device energy con 
sumption data and event information compensates for slight 
differences in energy consumption data betWeen portable 
devices and/or any errors from measuring energy consump 
tion. This may provide more accurate data then simply 
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attempting to measure and quantify energy consumption per 
event type on a single portable device using complex measur 
ing systems. 
[0024] The approximation for energy use per event type for 
a unit of time data may be reported to portable device devel 
opers, application developers, hardWare developers, function 
developers, consumers, etc. For example, a game developer 
can look at an energy consumption report and vieW the energy 
consumption of their current games on a plurality of portable 
devices. From this information, they may be able to develop 
future games that consume less poWer and/or games that 
utiliZe processing components on portable devices in a man 
ner that consumes less poWer. Additionally, they could market 
the game as energy e?icient for portable devices. 
[0025] Portable devices may include cellular phones, lap 
tops, personal digital assistants (PDAs), audio players, por 
table video players, portable gaming machines, pocket per 
sonal computers, and/ or any other portable device that may be 
poWered by a self-contained poWer supply. Portable devices 
may send and receive information Wirelessly. For instance, 
Wireless telephone service providers alloW subscribers to 
place and receive voice telephone calls, send and receive 
photos, participate in text messaging, send and receive e-mail 
messages, broWse Web pages, and/or doWnload and/ or stream 
music broadcasts, MP3 ?les (including proprietary and non 
proprietary digital audio/video format variations), talk radio 
broadcasts, neWs broadcasts, and various broadcast entertain 
ment programs (e.g., sitcoms, movies, etc.). The portable 
devices may include speakers to alloW the user to hear analog 
audio signals, and/or a display, such as a liquid crystal display 
(LCD) screen to alloW the user to vieW video signals. 
[0026] Wireless portable devices may send metered por 
table device information to the collection system through 
Wireless server provider netWorks. Alternatively, portable 
devices may send metered portable device information to the 
collection system through a Wired connection via an lntemet 
service provider by transmitting the metered portable device 
information to a computer via, for example, infrared signals, 
lEEE-802.ll signals, Bluetooth® signals, and/ or other opti 
cal and radio frequency signal technologies. Alternatively, a 
portable device may be connected to a computer via a Wired 
connection such as, for example, a USB connection, and 
transmit the data to a collection system over an lntemet con 
nection. 

[0027] In other examples, the methods and system used to 
monitor and analyZe energy consumption of events Within a 
portable device may additionally or alternatively be used to 
monitor energy consumption by events of other devices (e. g., 
computers, game consoles, digital versatile disk (“DVD”) 
players, video cassette recorders (“VCRs”), televisions, ste 
reos, etc.) and/or device applications (e.g., device softWare 
applications, device hardWare applications, etc.). 
[0028] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example metering 
system 100 Within Which the system and methods described 
in greater detail beloW may be used to meter and collect 
portable device energy consumption data and event informa 
tion. The example metering system 100 includes a collection 
system 102, portable devices 110-122, and personal comput 
ers 130-132. The portable devices 110-122 include a meter 
ing component 104 to collect portable device information. 
The portable devices 110-122 include, but are not limited to 
cellular phones, laptops, personal digital assistants (PDAs), 
audio players, portable video players, portable gaming 
machines, pocket personal computers, and/ or any other por 
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table device that may be powered by a self-contained power 
supply (e.g., a battery). The portable devices 110-118 can 
communicate With the collection system 102 via respective 
Wireless links 106, the portable device 120 can communicate 
With the collection system 102 via a local Wireless line or link 
124 to the personal computer 132 and/or access point that is 
connected to a Wired netWork 128, and the portable device 
122 can communicate With the collection system 102 via a 
Wired link 126 to the personal computer 130 that is connected 
to the Wired netWork 128. 

[0029] In the example implementation, each of the portable 
devices 110-122 may be in the possession of and/or belong to 
a panel member. Additionally, the portable devices 110-122 
may be shared betWeen a plurality of panel members and/or 
one panel member may use a plurality of the portable devices 
110-122. The metering component 104 may be activated by a 
panel member subscribing or registering With a metering 
service such as, for example, Nielsen MobileTM. The collec 
tion system 102 may send the metering component 104 to the 
subscribing panel member to install and/or attach to a por 
table device. The metering component 104 may be sent as 
softWare over one of the Wireless links 106, a Wired connec 
tion through a personal computer that may be transmitted via 
a Wire or Wirelessly to the portable device, and/ or sent Within 
a memory device via the mail. Additionally or alternatively, 
the metering component 104 may be installed Within a hard 
Ware component such as, for example, an application speci?c 
integrated circuit (ASIC), and/or installed or embedded 
Within the operating system and/or read only memory (ROM) 
during manufacture of the portable device. In this example, a 
panel member may register With the metering service to acti 
vate the metering hardWare and/or softWare Within one of the 
portable devices 110-122. 
[0030] In the example system 100, the metering component 
104 monitors portable device use by a panel member and the 
corresponding amount of energy consumed by the portable 
device. The metering component 104 may operate in the 
background of the operating system, applications, and/or 
hardWare of the portable device. Data gathered by the meter 
ing component 104 is sent or communicated to a processor 
and/ or an event log Within the memory of the portable device 
110-122. In another example implementation, the metering 
component 104 sends or communicates the data to a personal 
computer having a processor and memory that processes and 
stores the data. The data may be transmitted to one of the 
remote or Wide area Wireless links 106 to the collection sys 
tem 102, a local Wireless link 124 to the personal computer 
132 connected to a netWork 128 including the collection 
system 102, and/ or a Wired link 126 to the personal computer 
130 connected to the netWork 128. 

[0031] The data includes event information and energy 
consumption of the battery over a plurality of time periods. 
Event information may include a log of applications and/or 
hardWare functions accessed by a panel member, portable 
device parametric information, and/or netWork parametric 
(e. g., quality) information. The data for a time period may be 
saved to the memory of the portable devices 110-122 as part 
of an event log cache. The event log cache accumulates 
metered portable device information for a plurality of time 
periods. The metering component 104 Within the portable 
devices 110-122 transmits event logs from the portable device 
memory to the collection system 102. The portable devices 
110-122 may send the event logs When the event log cache is 
full, When the collection system 102 sends a request or query 
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to the portable devices 110-122, during predetermined times 
of a day or Week, and/or When the portable devices 110-122 
are in an idle state. The event log structure is described in 
further detail in FIG. 4A. 

[0032] The metering component 104 may, for example, be 
con?gured to collect event information over a tWo hour time 
period. During this time period, the metering component 104 
collects the types of applications a panel member uses on a 
portable device, the duration each application is used, net 
Work parametric information if any of the applications trans 
mit or receive data, portable device parametric information, 
and/or information regarding hardWare functions used. In 
addition, the metering component 104 measures the current 
and voltage of the battery Within the portable device at inter 
vals over the tWo hour time period. Thus, the metering com 
ponent 104 collects the portable device events and the total 
energy consumed during the tWo hour time period. After the 
tWo hour time period, the metering component 104 stores the 
event and battery information to the event log cache. Subse 
quently, the metering component 104 may store data col 
lected over additional time periods to the event log cache. The 
metering component 104 then sends the event logs to the 
collection system 102. In an alternative implementation, the 
metering component 104 may store event information to the 
event log cache periodically during the time period. 
[0033] The collection system 102 Within the metering sys 
tem 100 is con?gured to receive event logs from the portable 
devices 110-122 and may include a computer, a server, a 
measurement entity, a processor, etc. Additionally, the col 
lection system 102 may include a memory to store the event 
logs, a processor to organiZe and ?lter the event logs and an 
analyZer to calculate energy consumption per event per unit 
of time. The collection system 102 may be part of a metering 
service and connected to a netWork including a Wireless net 
Work to communicate With portable devices Wirelessly and 
through Wired connections. For example, the collection sys 
tem 102 may be located at a speci?c IP address. The portable 
devices 110-122 may access the IP address, and/or Web 
address associated With the IP address to doWnload the meter 
ing component 104, transmit panel member demographic 
information, transmit event logs, and/or register application 
licensing agreements. Additionally, the transmitted and 
received data may be encrypted to secure the identity and 
personal information of panel member. The metering compo 
nent 104 may be sent from the collection system 102 to a 
portable device that has registered With the metering service. 
The collection system 102 is described in greater detail in 
FIG. 2. 

[0034] In the example implementation of FIG. 1, the por 
table devices 110-118 use the Wireless links 106 to commu 
nicate With the collection system 102. The Wireless links 106 
may operate on any type of Wireless netWork. For example, a 
circuit sWitched netWork, a paging netWork, and/or packet 
data netWorks including, but not limited to, AMPS, CDMA, 
TDMA, GSM, iDEN, GPRS, 3XRTT, 3GSM, LTE, EDGE, 
WiMax, etc. The metering component 104 and data transmis 
sion across the Wireless links 106 may adhere to and incor 
porate Wireless protocols and standards for voice and data 
communication services on netWorks and devices. These 
standards include TIA/EIA95-B (Mobile Base Station Com 
patibility for Wideband Spread Spectrum Cellular Systems), 
ANSI J-STD-008 (Personal Station-Base Station Compat 
ibility Requirements for 1.8 to 2.0 GHZ Code Division Mul 
tiple Access Personal Communication Systems), ANSI 
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J-STD 018 (Minimum Performance Requirements for 1.8 to 
2.0 GHZ Code Division Multiple Access Personal Stations), 
TIA/EIA/IS-99 (Data Services Option Standard for Wide 
band Spread Spectrum Digital Cellular Systems), TIA/EIA 
637-A (Short Message Service for Spread Spectrum Sys 
tems), TIA/EIA-683-A (Over-the-Air Provisioning of 
Mobile Stations in Spread Spectrum Systems), and various 
WAP documents (WirelessApplication ProtocolArchitecture 
Speci?cation, Wireless Application Environmental Speci? 
cation, Wireless Telephony Application Speci?cation, Wire 
less Transaction Protocol Speci?cation, Wireless Datagram 
Protocol Speci?cation, etc.). 
[0035] In the example metering system 100, the portable 
device 120 is communicatively coupled to the personal com 
puter 132 via the local Wireless link 124. The portable device 
120 is not con?gured to communicate over the Wireless links 
106 on a circuit sWitched network. The local Wireless link 124 
enables data transfer (e.g., the transfer of metered portable 
device information) betWeen the portable device 120 and the 
personal computer 132. The local Wireless link 124 may 
include communication betWeen the portable device 120 and 
the personal computer 132 via an access point such as, for 
example, IEEE 802.11x access points, xDSL modems, resi 
dential gateWays, etc. Alternatively, the portable device 120 
may communicate With the personal computer 132 directly 
via, for example, a Bluetooth® based communication 
scheme. The personal computer 132 may send or send the 
metered portable device information to the collection system 
102 through the netWork 128 via the access point or, alterna 
tively, the portable device 120 may connect to the netWork 
128 through the personal computer 132. The netWork 128 
may, for example, be a Wired or Wireless telephone netWork, 
a cable netWork, a satellite netWork, a utility (e.g., electrical 
service) netWork, etc. and may provide Internet services and/ 
or media content delivery services to the personal computer 
132 and/or the portable device 120. 

[0036] In the example of FIG. 1, the portable device 122 is 
communicatively coupled to the personal computer 130 via 
the Wired link 126. The portable device 122 is not con?gured 
to communicate Wirelessly. The Wired link 126 may include a 
USB cable that may be used as a data transmission medium 
and/or a poWer transmission medium betWeen the portable 
device 122 and the personal computer 130. The portable 
device 122 may doWnload the metered portable device infor 
mation to the personal computer 130 that may then send the 
metered portable device information to the collection system 
102 through the netWork 128. Alternatively, the portable 
device 120 may connect to the netWork 128 through the 
personal computer 130 and send the metered portable device 
information directly to the collection system 102. The net 
Work 128, for example, may be a Wired or Wireless telephone 
netWork, a cable netWork, a satellite netWork, a utility (e.g., 
electrical service) netWork, etc. and may provide Internet 
services and/or media content delivery services to the per 
sonal computer 130 and/or portable device 122. 
[0037] In addition to enabling the communication of meter 
ing information to the collection system 102, the communi 
cation netWork 128 may enable the personal computers 130 
and 132 to receive or retrieve media content from a plurality 
of content providers (not shoWn) via the communication net 
Work 128. The content providers may provide a variety of 
media content such as, for example, television programs, 
advertisements, audio programs, still image information 
(e.g., Web pages). A panel member may use one of the per 
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sonal computers 130 and 132 to doWnload and/or retrieve 
media content provided by content providers via the commu 
nication netWork 128 and may subsequently synchroniZe, 
copy, or doWnload the retrieved media content to the portable 
devices 120 and 122. 
[0038] FIG. 2 shoWs a detailed functional block diagram of 
an example metering and collection system 200 including the 
metering component 104 and the collection system 102 of 
FIG. 1. The collection system 102 includes an event log 
memory 204, a data processor 206, a data analyZer 208, and a 
database 210. The metering component 104 receives event 
data or metered portable device information in the form of 
event data 220, time-based information 222, netWork para 
metric data 224, device parametric data 226, and/or battery 
monitoring data 228. 
[0039] While FIG. 2 shoWs an example manner of imple 
menting the collection system 102, one or more of the func 
tional blocks, processes and/or devices illustrated may be 
combined, divided, re-arranged, omitted, eliminated and/or 
implemented in any other Way. Further, the example collec 
tion system 102 may be implemented by hardWare, softWare, 
?rmWare and/or any combination of hardWare, softWare and/ 
or ?rmWare. Thus, for example, any component of the 
example collection system 102 could be implemented by one 
or more circuit(s), programmable processor(s), application 
speci?c integrated circuit(s) (ASIC(s)), programmable logic 
device(s) (PLD(s)) and/ or ?eld programmable logic device(s) 
(FPLD(s)), etc. Further, the collection system 102 may 
include one or more elements, processes and/or devices in 
addition to, or instead of, those illustrated in FIG. 2, and/or 
may include more than one of any or all of the illustrated 
elements, processes and devices. 
[0040] In the example implementation, the metering com 
ponent 104 and the collection system 102 are linked by (i.e., 
communicatively coupled via) a transmission medium 218. 
[0041] The transmission medium 218 may include, for 
example, Wireless netWorks and Wired netWorks as described 
in FIG. 1. The metering component 104 may send metered 
portable device information in the form of event logs from the 
memory of a portable device directly to the collection system 
102 Within a netWork over the transmission medium 218 or, 
alternatively, may send the metered portable device informa 
tion to a personal computer and/or netWork access point con 
nected to the collection system 102 by the transmission 
medium 218. The metered portable device information may 
be transmitted by a request to the metering component 104 
from the collection system 102, at preprogrammed speci?ed 
intervals, and/or at the discretion of the portable device. For 
example, the metering component 104 on the portable device 
may be con?gured to transmit the event logs to the collection 
system 102 every tWelve hours, When the event log cache 
Within the memory is full, When the portable device is in an 
idle state, and/or When the panel member associated With the 
portable device initiates the transfer. 
[0042] The metering component 104 monitors events and 
poWer consumption on a portable device. Events include 
applications and the corresponding time information, net 
Work parametric data, device parametric data, and battery 
data. The event data 220 includes any data relating to activity 
on the portable device initiated by a panel member. For 
example, the event data 220 includes usage information from 
data applications, device applications, metadata, and event 
statistics. Data applications include, for example, Internet 
broWsing, live media applications, mobile commerce trans 
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actions, mobile advertising activity, e-mail activity, etc. 
Device applications include, for example, games, address 
books, personal information management software, docu 
ment processing programs, and media players used for 
streaming audio and video. Metadata includes attributes of 
device applications, for example, content title, author, date of 
publication, source and/or publisher information, copyright 
information, digital rights management information, etc. 
Event statistics includes, for example, voice and data call 
activity, text-messaging, instant messaging, etc. The time 
based information 222 includes, for example, the duration of 
application usage, and calendar data (e. g., month, Week, day, 
hour, minute, second). The time-based information 222 may 
enable the metering component 104 to folloW a schedule of 
the time periods the metering component 104 is con?gured to 
monitor events on the portable device. For example, a meter 
ing service, such as for example, Nielsen MobileTM, may 
con?gure the metering components 104 of a plurality of por 
table devices to collect metered portable device information 
from 3:00 RM. to 5:00 RM. to ensure the data analyZer 208 
has common data from the plurality of portable devices for 
analysis. 
[0043] The netWork parametric data 224 includes, for 
example, overhead messaging data such as system parameter 
messages, authentication challenge messages, and service 
reduction messages in addition to signal quality, upload, and 
doWnload speeds, transmission frequency, signal strength, 
signal-to-noise ratio, etc. The device parametric data 226 
includes, for example, frame error rate, call set-up statistics 
(e.g., access time, call origination, and call termination) and 
data from hardWare components of the portable device, such 
as processors (mobile station modem or equivalent, global 
positioning system processor or equivalent, graphics proces 
sor, and other central processing units on the portable device), 
volatile and non-volatile memory, vibration actuator, speaker, 
key inputs, receiver, transmitter, touch screen, bright display, 
operating system, etc. In addition, the device parametric data 
226 may include a clock cycle speed and/or clock cycle count 
of the processor and/ or central processing unit of the portable 
device. 

[0044] The battery monitoring data 228 includes, for 
example, charging state, voltage, temperature, current, inter 
nal resistance, accumulated current, etc. Additionally, the 
battery monitoring data 228 may include measurable poWer 
consumption of hardWare components Within the portable 
device such as, for example, poWer consumed by the trans 
mitter, the vibration actuator, the analog to digital converters, 
the processors, the speakers, etc. The battery monitoring data 
228 may be relayed to the metering softWare 104 by a battery 
monitoring unit Within a portable device. Many portable 
devices include battery meters, enabling the metering com 
ponent 104 to poll the battery monitoring unit for energy 
consumption data. This may include softWare polling and 
receiving a message containing battery statistics, and/or poll 
ing a battery hardWare component and receiving parametric 
data. Additionally, the metering component 104 may contain 
hardWare and/or embedded softWare manufactured and inte 
grated in the portable device for more accurate battery data 
and/ or additional battery parameters. 
[0045] The collection system 102 included Within the 
example metering and collection system 200 may be part of a 
third party metering service. The event log memory 204, the 
data processor 206, the data analyZer 208, and the database 
210 may be communicatively coupled Within the collection 
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system 102 and/or may physically be located in multiple, 
separate locations and communicatively coupled together. In 
the illustrated example, the event log memory 204 stores 
event logs transmitted from one or more of the metering 
components 104 Within portable devices. The event logs may 
be arranged or organiZed by panel member, device type, time 
period, etc. 
[0046] The data processor 206 ?lters and process the event 
logs Within the event log memory 204. For example, the 
metering service may decide to calculate event energy con 
sumption for a device type such as, for example, the Motorola 
RAZRTM. The data processor 206 accesses the event log 
memory 204 and retrieves event logs With a Motorola 
RAZRTM device type identi?cation ?eld. In another example, 
a metering service may decide to calculate the energy con 
sumption of an application such as, for example, a “Monkeys 
in the Park” game. The data processor 206 retrieves the event 
logs that include a game application in Which a game meta 
data attribute includes “Monkeys in the Park.” The data pro 
cessor 206 then sends the ?ltered event logs to the data ana 
lyZer 208 to calculate the energy consumption of the 
“Monkeys in the Park” game. Additionally, the data processor 
206 may delete event logs that exceed a time to keep param 
eter and/or organiZe the event logs Within the event log 
memory 204 as requested by the metering service. Organiz 
ing the event log memory 204 may include counting the 
number of event logs, counting the number of event logs from 
a speci?c device, and/ or device type, counting the number of 
application types and/or hardware function types, grouping 
similar device types, grouping event logs according to panel 
member, grouping event logs according to demographic 
information, etc. The data processor 206 may also include 
sorting through collected data to ascertain demographic pro 
?les of panel members and related location/market informa 
tion. The data processor 206 may also be con?gured to pro 
cess event logs automatically. For example, the data processor 
206 may process event logs at a speci?ed time of the month 
and/or Week, When the event log memory has reached a pre 
de?ned fullness value, When a speci?ed device or event 
sample siZe is reached, etc. The ?ltered and/or processed 
event logs and/or data are sent to the data analyZer 208. 

[0047] The data analyZer 208 included Within the collection 
system 102, analyZes information from the event logs and/or 
data sent by the data processor 206. This includes energy 
consumption per event type for a time period, usage statistics, 
service functionality, netWork performance metrics, device 
performance metrics, etc. For example, the data processor 
206 may send tWo hundred event logs from panel members 
With a Motorola RAZRTM portable device to the data analyZer 
208. The event logs may contain a time period of events 
including applications used, the length of time the applica 
tions Were used, the metadata associated With the applica 
tions, the corresponding hardWare functions implemented by 
the applications, and the total energy consumed by the por 
table device in the time period. During the time period event 
data Was collected, more than one application and/or hard 
Ware function may have been operating, eliminating the pos 
sibility of associating energy consumption measurements 
With a single event. To determine the energy consumed by 
each application and/ or hardWare function, the data analyZer 
206 is con?gured to calculate event energy consumption from 
a plurality of event logs. The event logs may be structured into 
corresponding linear equations that the data analyZer 208 
uses to solve for the energy consumption per event. 
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[0048] In one particular example, over a two hour time 
period, the metering component 104 monitors a cellular tele 
phone portable device. The portable device has ?ve applica 
tions and/or hardware functions including a phone applica 
tion, a game application, a camera function, an operating 
system, and the metering component 104. During this time, 
209 seconds are spent talking on the portable device, 1509 
seconds are spent playing a game, and 14 pictures are taken 
with a built-in camera. Additionally, for the entire 7200 sec 
onds, the operating system is on and the metering software 
within the metering component 104 is running. During the 
two hour time period, the metering component 104 measured 
the total energy use to be 4295 joules. The event data or, more 
generally, the metered portable device information, is stored 
to an event log in an event log cache on the portable device and 
is transmitted via the transmission medium 218 to the event 
log memory 204. This event log is chosen by the data proces 
sor 206 and sent to the data analyZer 208. The data analyZer 
208 deconstructs the event log data into coef?cients (e. g., 
209, 1509, 14, 7200, 7200) corresponding to the metered 
portable device information. The total energy consumed for 
each event is found by multiplying the coe?icient by a vari 
able associated with the event type energy use per second. A 
variable is assigned to the energy consumed for each event, x1 
for the phone, x2 for the game, x3 for the camera, x4 for the 
operating system, and x5 for the metering software. The data 
analyZer 208 then represents the total energy per event as a 
linear equation of the form: 

[0049] In this example, the total energy consumed by talk 
ing on the phone is the 209 seconds multiplied by energy 
consumed per second talking on the phone, XI. The total 
energy consumed by playing a game is the 1509 seconds 
multiplied by the energy consumed per second of playing a 
game, x2. The total energy consumed by the camera is the 14 
pictures multiplied by the energy consumed by taking a pic 
ture, x3. The total energy consumed by the operating system 
is the 7200 seconds multiplied by the energy consumed per 
second running the operating system, x4. The total energy 
consumed by the metering software is the 7200 seconds mul 
tiplied by the energy consumed per second running the meter 
ing software, x5. The data analyZer 208 constructs six or more 
similar linear equations with the same ?ve variables from 
event logs to solve for the ?ve variables using an over-deter 
mined linear least squares ?t technique. The data analyZer 
208 solves for the ?ve variables and returns, for example, 
xl:0.7697, x2:1.5476, x3:19.2216, x4:0.1985, and x5:0. 
0377. 

[0050] In this example, the total energy consumed by talk 
ing on the phone is the 209 seconds multiplied by the energy 
use per second of 0.7697 watts, or 160.8673 joules. If the 
individual energy usages are summed, the total calculated 
energy use is 4466 joules, which results in a difference or 
error term of 171 joules when compared to the actual mea 
sured energy usage of 4295 joules. The data analyZer 208 may 
improve the accuracy of the data by deleting linear equations 
with the highest error term from the energy usage analysis. A 
recalculation of a least squares ?t of the remaining linear 
equations may produce variables with the values x1:0.7277, 
x2:1.31 12, x3:19.6202, x4:0.2272, and x5:0.0431 . The total 
calculated energy use is 4351 .5329 joules, or 1.28% different 
(i.e., greater) than the total measured energy use of 4295 
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joules. The data analyZer 208 may then report the calculated 
variable values to the database 210. 

[0051] In another implementation, the data analyZer 208 
loads event logs that include clock cycle speed, number of 
clock cycles metered for each event over a two hour time 
period on a portable device, and the total energy consumption 
over the two hour time period. The data analyZer 208 may 
normaliZe the energy consumed by the clock cycle speed. A 
linear equation can then be constructed in the same manner as 
the previous example, wherein the event usage time coef? 
cients are replaced with the number of clock cycles counted 
per event type. The resulting calculation determines the 
energy consumed per event type per clock cycle. 

[0052] In addition to energy consumption calculations, the 
example data analyZer 208 analyZes the event logs to deter 
mine trends in usage behavior of panel members or aggregat 
ing groups of panelists including but limited to metrics such 
as market share of calling, web browsing, text messaging, 
e-mail, and secure transactions; analyZing peak/off peak 
usage patterns of panel members as well as average usage 
days per given period of time; analyZing telephony metrics 
including, for example, call duration, incoming versus out 
going calls, local versus long distance, calls, voicemail func 
tions, and digital versus analog mode; analyZing wireless 
data/ Internet metrics including, for example, reach (percent 
age of users who visit a particular website during a given time 
period), unique visitors (number of web-active individuals 
who visited a particular website or web property within a 
given time frame), top sites or URLs visited during a given 
period of time, top sites bookmarked, counts of secure trans 
actions placed during a given time period, visits to non-web 
digital media sites over a given period of time, click streams, 
advertisement views and responses; analyZing functionality 
of various wireless voice, and data/ Internet services provided 
to users whereby number of hits per site or application versus 
total offerings may provide such indication; analyZing per 
formance metrics related to the device, including but not 
limited to keypad operation, CPU processing capabilities, RF 
calibration, transmit and receive power, power consumption, 
battery charging, voltage, current and temperature; and ana 
lyZing performance metrics related to the operators’ net 
works, including but limited to RSSI (received signal strength 
indication), access failures, ?nger assignments, handoff and 
cocoder activity, transmit and receive power, frame error 
rates, dropped calls, block calls, connection speeds, Internet 
or web applications download speeds, and secure transaction 
speeds. 
[0053] The database 210 included within the collection 
system 102 of FIG. 2 stores calculated data from the data 
analyZer 208. The database 210 may additionally use the 
calculated data to generate reports that can be used for mar 
keting information products including energy consumption 
for applications products, energy consumption of portable 
devices products, energy consumption for hardware func 
tions on portable devices products, network performance 
products, device performance products, and integrated prod 
ucts that are useful to network operators, advertisers, content 
providers and producers of portable devices, and data ser 
vices and products. The marketing information can, for 
example, be used by hardware developers, application devel 
opers, and portable device manufactures to guide future prod 
uct development. For example, a report may indicate the 
game, “Monkeys in the Park,” consumes signi?cantly more 
energy on portable devices that use a speci?c chip set. The 
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