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(57) ABSTRACT 

Control system for controlling at least one part of a vehicle 

includes sensor systems mounted on the vehicle, each pro 
viding a measurement of a state of the sensor system or a 

state of the mounting location of the sensor system and 
generating a signal representative of the measurement, and 
a pattern recognition system for receiving the signals and 
diagnosing the condition of the vehicle With respect to its 
stability based on the measurements of the sensor systems. 

The pattern recognition system generates a control signal for 
controlling the part(s) based on the diagnosed condition of 
the vehicle. The control signal is directed to each part to 
cause it to vary its operation, for example, to cause the part 

to attempt to correct for any instability of the vehicle. The 
controlled part may be a steering, braking or throttle system. 
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[0034] All of the references, patents and patent applica 
tions that are referred to herein and in the parent applications 
are incorporated by reference in their entirety as if they had 
each been set forth herein in full. Note that this application 
is one in a series of applications covering safety and other 
systems for vehicles and other uses. The disclosure herein 
goes beyond that needed to support the claims of the 
particular invention set forth herein. This is not to be 
construed that the inventor is releasing the unclaimed dis 
closure and subject matter into the public domain. Rather, it 
is intended that patent applications have been or Will be ?led 
to cover all of the subject matter disclosed beloW and in the 
current assignee’s granted patents and pending applications. 
Also please note that the terms frequently used beloW “the 
invention” or “this invention” is not meant to be construed 
that there is only one invention being discussed. Instead, 
When the terms “the invention” or “this invention” are used, 
it is referring to the particular invention being discussed in 
the paragraph Where the term is used. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0035] The present invention relates generally to methods 
and systems for controlling components in a vehicle based 
on the stability of the vehicle. 

[0036] There are numerous apparatus, systems and meth 
ods described and disclosed herein. Many combinations of 
these are described but in order to conserve space the 
inventor has not described all combinations and permuta 
tions of these apparatus, systems and methods, hoWever, the 
inventor intends that each and every such combination and 
permutation is an invention to be considered disclosed by 
this disclosure. The inventor further intends to ?le divi 
sional, continuation and continuation-in-part applications to 
cover many of these combinations and permutations, if 
necessary. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0037] A detailed background of the invention is found in 
the parent applications, e.g., U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
08/476,077 and Us. patent application Ser. No. 09/753,186, 
incorporated by reference herein. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0038] It is an object of the present invention to provide 
neW and improved methods and systems for controlling 
components in a vehicle based on the stability of the vehicle. 

[0039] In order to achieve this object and others, a control 
system for controlling at least one part of a vehicle in 
accordance With the invention includes a plurality of sensor 
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systems mounted on the vehicle, each providing a measure 
ment of a state of the sensor system or a state of the 
mounting location of the sensor system and generating a 
signal representative of the measurement, and a pattern 
recognition system for receiving the signals from the sensor 
systems and diagnosing the condition of the vehicle With 
respect to its stability based on the measurements of the 
sensor systems. The pattern recognition system generates a 
control signal for controlling the part(s) based at least in part 
on the diagnosed condition of the vehicle. The control signal 
is directed to each part of the vehicle to cause it to vary its 
operation, for example, to cause the part to attempt to correct 
for any instability of the vehicle. 

[0040] The pattern recognition system may include one or 
more neural netWorks. 

[0041] The condition of the vehicle diagnosed by the 
pattern recognition system may be, include or be derived 
from angular motion of the vehicle and/or angular accelera 
tion. In the latter case, one or more of the sensor systems 
may be an accelerometer such that the pattern recognition 
system determines the angular acceleration of the vehicle 
based on acceleration measured by the accelerometer(s). 
Also, in the latter case, angular velocity and angular position 
or orientation is derivable from the angular acceleration. 
Thus, When a navigation system is being controlled, the 
pattern recognition system can control it based on the 
angular acceleration of the vehicle. 

[0042] The controlled part may be a steering system, a 
braking system or a throttle system, all of Which can be 
controlled in an attempt to maintain stability of the vehicle. 
Additionally or alternatively, the controlled part may be an 
occupant restraint device Which is controlled in an attempt 
to minimiZe injury to an occupant. 

[0043] A display may be coupled to the pattern recognition 
system for displaying an indication of the condition of the 
vehicle as diagnosed by the pattern recognition system, i.e., 
to a vehicle occupant. Similarly, a Warning device may be 
coupled to the pattern recognition system for relaying a 
Warning to an occupant of the vehicle relating to the con 
dition of the vehicle as diagnosed by the pattern recognition 
system. On the other hand, the diagnosis of the condition of 
the vehicle can be transmitted to a remote site by a trans 
mission or communications device coupled to the pattern 
recognition system, Which transmits a signal to the remote 
site relating to the condition of the vehicle as diagnosed by 
the pattern recognition system. 

[0044] The sensor systems may be mounted at different 
location on the vehicle and/or separate and apart from the 
part being controlled by the pattern recognition system. 
Also, the sensor systems may be selected and arranged such 
that the measurements from the sensor systems are mea 
surements of different physical characteristics. 

[0045] A method for controlling at least one part of the 
vehicle in accordance With the invention includes mounting 
a plurality of sensor systems on the vehicle, measuring a 
state of the sensor system or a state of the respective 
mounting location of the sensor system, generating signals 
representative of the measurements of the sensor systems, 
diagnosing the condition of the vehicle With respect to its 
stability by inputting the signals into a pattern recognition 
system Which converts the signals into an output indicative 
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of the condition of the vehicle With respect to its stability, 
and controlling each part based at least in part on the 
diagnosis of the condition of the vehicle. The pattern rec 
ognition system may include one or more neural netWorks. 

[0046] The controlled part may be a steering system, a 
braking system or a throttle system, all of Which can be 
controlled in an attempt to maintain stability of the vehicle. 
Additionally or alternatively, the controlled part may be an 
occupant restraint device Which is controlled in an attempt 
to minimiZe injury to an occupant. The sensor systems may 
be mounted at different location on the vehicle and/or 
separate and apart from the part being controlled. Also, the 
sensor systems may be selected and arranged such that the 
measurements from the sensor systems are measurements of 
different physical characteristics. 

[0047] The state of the sensor system may be, include or 
be derived from the acceleration, angular acceleration, angu 
lar velocity or angular orientation of the sensor system. 

[0048] Diagnosis of the condition of the vehicle may entail 
determining Whether the vehicle is about to rollover or skid. 

[0049] In some embodiments, an indication of the condi 
tion of the vehicle is displayed to an occupant of the vehicle, 
a Warning is relayed to an occupant of the vehicle relating to 
the condition of the vehicle, and/or a signal is transmitted to 
a remote site relating to the condition of the vehicle. 

[0050] When the sensor systems include one or more 
accelerometers, diagnosis of the condition of the vehicle 
may include determining angular acceleration of the vehicle 
based on the acceleration measured by the accelerometers. 
Angular velocity and angular position or orientation is 
derivable from the angular acceleration. As such, When the 
controlled part is a navigation system, it can be controlled 
based on the angular acceleration of the vehicle. 

[0051] As used herein, a diagnosis of the “state of the 
vehicle” means a diagnosis of the condition of the vehicle 
With respect to its stability and proper running and operating 
condition. Thus, the state of the vehicle could be normal 
When the vehicle is operating properly on a highWay or 
abnormal When, for example, the vehicle is experiencing 
excessive angular inclination (e.g., tWo Wheels are off the 
ground and the vehicle is about to rollover), the vehicle is 
experiencing a crash, the vehicle is skidding, and other 
similar situations. A diagnosis of the state of the vehicle 
could also be an indication that one of the parts of the 
vehicle, e.g., a component, system or subsystem, is operat 
ing abnormally. 
[0052] As used herein, an “occupant restraint device” 
includes any type of device Which is deployable in the event 
of a crash involving the vehicle for the purpose of protecting 
an occupant from the effects of the crash and/ or minimiZing 
the potential injury to the occupant. Occupant restraint 
devices thus include frontal airbags, side airbags, seatbelt 
tensioners, knee bolsters, side curtain airbags, externally 
deployable airbags and the like. 

[0053] As used herein, a “part” of the vehicle includes any 
component, sensor, system or subsystem of the vehicle such 
as the steering system, braking system, throttle system, 
navigation system, airbag system, seatbelt retractor, air bag 
in?ation valve, air bag in?ation controller and airbag vent 
valve, as Well as those listed beloW in the de?nitions of 
“component” and “sensor”. 
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[0054] As used herein, a “sensor system” includes any of 
the sensors listed beloW in the de?nition of “sensor” as Well 
as any type of component or assembly of components Which 
detect, sense and/or measure something. 

[0055] Other objects and advantages of the present 
claimed invention and inventions disclosed beloW are set 
forth in the ’ 186 application and others Will become appar 
ent from the folloWing description of preferred embodiments 
taken in conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0056] The folloWing draWings are illustrative of embodi 
ments of the systems developed or adapted using the teach 
ings of these inventions and are not meant to limit the scope 
of the invention as encompassed by the claims. 

[0057] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a generaliZed 
component With several signals being emitted and transmit 
ted along a variety of paths, sensed by a variety of sensors 
and analyZed by the diagnostic module in accordance With 
the invention and for use in a method in accordance With the 
invention. 

[0058] FIG. 2 is a schematic of one pattern recognition 
methodology knoWn as a neural netWork Which may be used 
in a method in accordance With the invention. 

[0059] FIG. 3 is a schematic of a vehicle With several 
components and several sensors and a total vehicle diag 
nostic system in accordance With the invention utilizing a 
diagnostic module in accordance With the invention and 
Which may be used in a method in accordance With the 
invention. 

[0060] FIG. 4 is a ?oW diagram of information ?oWing 
from various sensors onto the vehicle data bus and thereby 
into the diagnostic module in accordance With the invention 
With outputs to a display for notifying the driver, and to the 
vehicle cellular phone for notifying another person, of a 
potential component failure. 

[0061] FIG. 5 is an overhead vieW of a roadWay With 
vehicles and a SAW road temperature and humidity moni 
toring sensor. 

[0062] FIG. 5A is a detail draWing of the monitoring 
sensor of FIG. 5. 

[0063] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a SAW system for 
locating a vehicle on a roadWay, and on the earth surface if 
accurate maps are available, and also illustrates the use of a 
SAW transponder in the license plate for the location of 
preceding vehicles and preventing rear end impacts. 

[0064] FIG. 7 is a partial cutaWay vieW of a section of a 
?uid reservoir With a SAW ?uid pressure and temperature 
sensor for monitoring oil, Water, or other ?uid pressure. 

[0065] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a vehicle suspension 
system With SAW load sensors. 

[0066] FIG. 8A is a cross section detail vieW of a vehicle 
spring and shock absorber system With a SAW torque sensor 
system mounted for measuring the stress in the vehicle 
spring of the suspension system of FIG. 8. 

[0067] FIG. 8B is a detail vieW of a SAW torque sensor 
and shaft compression sensor arrangement for use With the 
arrangement of FIG. 8. 
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[0068] FIG. 9 is a cutaway vieW of a vehicle showing 
possible mounting locations for vehicle interior temperature, 
humidity, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, alcohol or other 
chemical or physical property measuring sensors. 

[0069] FIG. 10A is a perspective vieW of a SAW tilt sensor 
using four SAW assemblies for tilt measurement and one for 
temperature. 

[0070] FIG. 10B is a top vieW of a SAW tilt sensor using 
three SAW assemblies for tilt measurement each one of 
Which can also measure temperature. 

[0071] FIG. 11 is a perspective exploded vieW of a SAW 
crash sensor for sensing frontal, side or rear crashes. 

[0072] FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW With portions cut 
aWay of a SAW based vehicle gas gage. 

[0073] FIG. 12A is a top detailed vieW of a SAW pressure 
and temperature monitor for use in the system of FIG. 12. 

[0074] FIG. 13A is a schematic of a prior art deployment 
scheme for an airbag module. 

[0075] FIG. 13B is a schematic of a deployment scheme 
for an airbag module in accordance With the invention. 

[0076] FIG. 14 is a schematic of a vehicle With several 
accelerometers and/or gyroscopes at preferred locations in 
the vehicle. 

[0077] FIG. 15A illustrates a driver With a timed RFID 
standing With groceries by a closed trunk. 

[0078] FIG. 15B illustrates the driver With the timed RFID 
5 seconds after the trunk has been opened. 

[0079] FIG. 15C illustrates a trunk opening arrangement 
for a vehicle in accordance With the invention. 

[0080] FIG. 16A is a vieW of a vieW of a SAW sWitch 
sensor for mounting on or Within a surface such as a vehicle 

armrest. 

[0081] FIG. 16B is a detailed perspective vieW of the 
device of FIG. 16A With the force-transmitting member 
rendered transparent. 

[0082] FIG. 16C is a detailed perspective vieW of an 
alternate SAW device for use in FIGS. 16A and 16B 
shoWing the use of one of tWo possible sWitches, one that 
activates the SAW and the other that suppresses the SAW. 

[0083] FIG. 17A is a detailed perspective vieW of a 
polymer and mass on SAW accelerometer for use in crash 
sensors, vehicle navigation, etc. 

[0084] FIG. 17B is a detailed perspective vieW of a normal 
mass on SAW accelerometer for use in crash sensors, vehicle 
navigation, etc. 

[0085] FIG. 18 is a vieW ofa prior art SAW gyroscope that 
can be used With this invention. 

[0086] FIGS. 19A, 19B and 19C are block diagrams of 
three interrogators that can be used With this invention to 
interrogate several different devices. 

[0087] FIG. 20A is a top vieW of a system for obtaining 
information about a vehicle or a component therein, spe 
ci?cally information about the tires, such as pressure and/or 
temperature thereof. 
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[0088] FIG. 20B is a side vieW of the vehicle shoWn in 
FIG. 20A. 

[0089] FIG. 20C is a schematic of the system shoWn in 
FIGS. 20A and 20B. 

[0090] FIG. 21 is a top vieW of an alternate system for 
obtaining information about the tires of a vehicle. 

[0091] FIG. 22 is a plot Which is useful to illustrate the 
interrogator burst pulse determination for interrogating 
SAW devices. 

[0092] FIG. 23 illustrates the shape of an echo pulse on 
input to the quadrature demodulator from a SAW device. 

[0093] FIG. 24 illustrates the relationship betWeen the 
burst and echo pulses for a 4 echo pulse SAW sensor. 

[0094] FIG. 25 illustrates the paths taken by various 
surface Waves on a tire temperature and pressure monitoring 
device of one or more of the inventions disclosed herein. 

[0095] FIG. 26 is an illustration of a SAW tire temperature 
and pressure monitoring device. 

[0096] FIG. 27 is a side vieW of the SAW device of FIG. 
26. 

[0097] FIG. 28 is a side vieW With parts cutaWay and 
removed of a vehicle shoWing the passenger compartment 
containing a rear facing child seat on the front passenger seat 
and a mounting location for an occupant and rear facing 
child seat presence detector. 

[0098] FIG. 29 is a How chart of the methods for auto 
matically monitoring a vehicular component in accordance 
With the invention. 

[0099] FIG. 30 is a schematic illustration of the compo 
nents used in the methods for automatically monitoring a 
vehicular component. 

[0100] FIG. 31 is a side vieW With parts cutaWay and 
removed shoWing schematically the interface betWeen the 
vehicle interior monitoring system of this invention and the 
vehicle cellular communication system. 

[0101] FIG. 32 is a diagram of one exemplifying embodi 
ment of the invention. 

[0102] FIG. 33 is a perspective vieW of a carbon dioxide 
SAW sensor for mounting in the trunk lid for monitoring the 
inside of the trunk for detecting trapped children or animals. 

[0103] FIG. 33A is a detailed vieW of the SAW carbon 
dioxide sensor of FIG. 33. 

[0104] FIG. 34 is a schematic vieW of overall telematics 
system in accordance With the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

1.1 General Diagnostics and Prognostics 

[0105] The output of a diagnostic system is generally the 
present condition of the vehicle or component. HoWever, the 
vehicle operator Wants to repair the vehicle or replace the 
component before it fails, but a diagnosis system in general 
does not specify When that Will occur. Prognostics is the 
process of determining When the vehicle or a component 
Will fail, i.e., predicting an impending or likely failure. At 
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least one of the inventions disclosed herein in concerned 
With prognostics. Prognostics can be based on models of 
vehicle or component degradation and the effects of envi 
ronment and usage. In this regard, it is useful to have a 
quantitative formulation of hoW the component degradation 
depends on environment, usage and current component 
condition. This formulation may be obtained by monitoring 
condition, environment and usage level, and by modeling 
the relationships With statistical techniques or pattern rec 
ognition techniques such as neural netWorks, combination 
neural netWorks and fuZZy logic. In some cases, it can also 
be obtained by theoretical methods or from laboratory 
experiments. 

[0106] One embodiment of the vehicle diagnostic and 
prognostic unit described beloW performs the diagnosis and 
prognostics, i.e., processes input from the various sensors, 
on the vehicle using, for example, a processor embodying a 
pattern recognition technique such as a neural netWork. The 
processor thus receives data or signals from the sensors and 
generates an output indicative or representative of the oper 
ating conditions of the vehicle or its component. A signal 
could thus be generated indicative of an under-in?ated tire, 
or an overheating engine, or other component-fault condi 
tions. 

[0107] For the discussion beloW, the folloWing terms are 
de?ned as folloWs: 

[0108] The term “component” as used herein generally 
refers to any part or assembly of parts Which is mounted to 
or a part of a motor vehicle and Which is capable of emitting 
a signal representative of its operating state. The folloWing 
is a partial list of general automobile and truck components, 
the list not being exhaustive: 

[0109] Engine; transmission; brakes and associated brake 
assembly; tires; Wheel; steering Wheel and steering column 
assembly; Water pump; alternator; shock absorber; Wheel 
mounting assembly; radiator; battery; oil pump; fuel pump; 
air conditioner compressor; di?‘erential gear assembly; 
exhaust system; fan belts; engine valves; steering assembly; 
vehicle suspension including shock absorbers; vehicle Wir 
ing system; and engine cooling fan assembly. 

[0110] The term “sensor” as used herein generally refers to 
any measuring, detecting or sensing device mounted on a 
vehicle or any of its components including neW sensors 
mounted in conjunction With the diagnostic module in 
accordance With the invention. A partial, non-exhaustive list 
of sensors that are or can be mounted on an automobile or 

truck includes: 

[0111] Airbag crash sensor; microphone; camera; chemi 
cal sensor; vapor sensor; antenna, capacitance or other 
electric ?eld sensor or other electromagnetic Wave sensor; 

stress or strain sensor; pressure sensor; Weight sensor; 
magnetic ?eld sensor; coolant thermometer; oil pressure 
sensor; oil level sensor; air ?oW meter; voltmeter; ammeter; 
humidity sensor; engine knock sensor; oil turbidity sensor; 
throttle position sensor; steering Wheel torque sensor; Wheel 
speed sensor; tachometer; speedometer; other velocity sen 
sors; other position or displacement sensors; oxygen or other 
gas sensor; yaW, pitch and roll angular sensors; clock; 
odometer; poWer steering pressure sensor; pollution sensor; 
fuel gauge; cabin thermometer; transmission ?uid level 
sensor; gyroscopes or other angular rate sensors including 
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yaW, pitch and roll rate sensors; accelerometers including 
single axis, dual axis and triaxial accelerometers; an inertial 
measurement unit; coolant level sensor; transmission ?uid 
turbidity sensor; brake pressure sensor; tire pressure sensor; 
tire temperature sensor, tire acceleration sensor; GPS 
receiver; DGPS receiver; and coolant pressure sensor. 

[0112] The term “signal” as used herein generally refers to 
any time-varying output from a component including elec 
trical, acoustic, thermal, electromagnetic radiation or 
mechanical vibration. 

[0113] Sensors on a vehicle are generally designed to 
measure particular parameters of particular vehicle compo 
nents. HoWever, frequently these sensors also measure out 
puts from other vehicle components. For example, electronic 
airbag crash sensors currently in use contain one or more 

accelerometers for determining the accelerations of the 
vehicle structure so that the associated electronic circuitry of 
the airbag crash sensor can determine Whether a vehicle is 
experiencing a crash of su?icient magnitude so as to require 
deployment of the airbag. Each accelerometer continuously 
monitors the vibrations in the vehicle structure regardless of 
the source of these vibrations. If a Wheel is out of balance, 
or if there is extensive Wear of the parts of the front Wheel 
mounting assembly, or Wear in the shock absorbers, the 
resulting abnormal vibrations or accelerations can, in many 
cases, be sensed by a crash sensor accelerometer. There are 
other cases, hoWever, Where the sensitivity or location of an 
airbag crash sensor accelerometer is not appropriate and one 
or more additional accelerometers or gyroscopes may be 
mounted onto a vehicle for the purposes of this invention. 
Some airbag crash sensors are not su?iciently sensitive 
accelerometers or have su?icient dynamic range for the 
purposes herein. 

[0114] For example, a technique for some implementa 
tions of an invention disclosed herein is the use of multiple 
accelerometers and/or microphones that Will alloW the sys 
tem to locate the source of any measured vibrations based on 
the time of ?ight, time of arrival, direction of arrival and/or 
triangulation techniques. Once a distributed accelerometer 
installation, or one or more IMUs, has been implemented to 
permit this source location, the same sensors can be used for 
smarter crash sensing as it can permit the determination of 
the location of the impact on the vehicle. Once the impact 
location is knoWn, a highly tailored algorithm can be used to 
accurately forecast the crash severity making use of knoWl 
edge of the force vs. crush properties of the vehicle at the 
impact location. 

[0115] Every component of a vehicle can emit various 
signals during its life. These signals can take the form of 
electromagnetic radiation, acoustic radiation, thermal radia 
tion, vibrations transmitted through the vehicle structure and 
voltage or current ?uctuations, depending on the particular 
component. When a component is functioning normally, it 
may not emit a perceptible signal. In that case, the normal 
signal is no signal, i.e., the absence ofa signal. In most cases, 
a component Will emit signals that change over its life and 
it is these changes Which typically contain information as to 
the state of the component, e.g., Whether failure of the 
component is impending, or has actually occurred. Usually 
components do not fail Without Warning. HoWever, most 
such Warnings are either not perceived or if perceived, are 



US 2008/0040005 A1 

not understood by the vehicle operator until the component 
actually fails and, in some cases, a breakdown of the vehicle 
occurs. 

[0116] An important system and method as disclosed 
herein for acquiring data for performing the diagnostics, 
prognostics and health monitoring functions makes use of 
the acoustic transmissions from various components. This 
can involve the placement of one or more microphones, 
accelerometers, or other vibration sensors onto and/or at a 
variety of locations Within the vehicle Where the sound or 
vibrations are most effectively sensed. In addition to acquir 
ing data relative to a particular component, the same sensors 
can also obtain data that permits analysis of the vehicle 
environment. A pothole, for example, can be sensed and 
located for possible noti?cation to a road authority if a 
location determining apparatus is also resident on the 
vehicle. 

[0117] In a feW years, it is expected that various roadWays 
Will have systems for automatically guiding vehicles oper 
ating thereon. Such systems have been called “smart high 
Ways” and are part of the ?eld of intelligent transportation 
systems (ITS). If a vehicle operating on such a smart 
highWay Were to breakdoWn due to the failure of a compo 
nent, serious disruption of the system could result and the 
safety of other users of the smart highWay could be endan 
gered. 
[0118] When a vehicle component begins to change its 
operating behavior, it is not always apparent from the 
particular sensors Which are monitoring that component, if 
any. The output from any one of these sensors can be normal 
even though the component is failing. By analyZing the 
output of a variety of sensors, hoWever, the pending failure 
can frequently be diagnosed. For example, the rate of 
temperature rise in the vehicle coolant, if it Were monitored, 
might appear normal unless it Were knoWn that the vehicle 
Was idling and not traveling doWn a highWay at a high speed. 
Even the level of coolant temperature Which is in the normal 
range could be in fact abnormal in some situations signify 
ing a failing coolant pump, for example, but not detectable 
from the coolant thermometer alone. 

[0119] The pending failure of some components is difficult 
to diagnose and sometimes the design of the component 
requires modi?cation so that the diagnosis can be more 
readily made. A fan belt, for example, frequently begins 
failing as a result of a crack of the inner surface. The belt can 
be designed to provide a sonic or electrical signal When this 
cracking begins in a variety of Ways. Similarly, coolant 
hoses can be designed With an intentional Weak spot Where 
failure Will occur ?rst in a controlled manner that can also 
cause a Whistle sound as a small amount of steam exits from 

the hose. This Whistle sound can then be sensed by a general 
purpose microphone, for example. 

[0120] In FIG. 1, a generaliZed component 35 emitting 
several signals Which are transmitted along a variety of 
paths, sensed by a variety of sensors and analyZed by the 
diagnostic device in accordance With the invention is illus 
trated schematically. Component 35 is mounted to a vehicle 
52 and during operation it emits a variety of signals such as 
acoustic 36, electromagnetic radiation 37, thermal radiation 
38, current and voltage ?uctuations in conductor 39 and 
mechanical vibrations 40. Various sensors are mounted in 
the vehicle to detect the signals emitted by the component 
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35. These include one or more vibration sensors (acceler 
ometers) 44, 46 and/or gyroscopes or one or more IMUs, one 
or more acoustic sensors 41, 47, electromagnetic radiation 
sensors 42, heat radiation sensors 43 and voltage or current 
sensors 45. 

[0121] In addition, various other sensors 48, 49 measure 
other parameters of other components that in some manner 
provide information directly or indirectly on the operation of 
component 35. Each of the sensors illustrated in FIG. 1 can 
be connected to a data bus 50. A diagnostic module 51, in 
accordance With the invention, can also be attached to the 
vehicle data bus 50 and it can receive the signals generated 
by the various sensors. The sensors may hoWever be Wire 
lessly connected to the diagnostic module 51 and be inte 
grated into a Wireless poWer and communications system or 
a combination of Wired and Wireless connections. The 
Wireless connection of one or more sensors to a receiver, 
controller or diagnostic module is an important teaching of 
one or more of the inventions disclosed herein. 

[0122] The diagnostic module 51 Will analyZe the received 
data in light of the data values or patterns itself either 
statically or over time. In some cases, a pattern recognition 
algorithm as discussed beloW Will be used and in others, a 
deterministic algorithm may also be used either alone or in 
combination With the pattern recognition algorithm. Addi 
tionally, When a neW data value or sequence is discovered 
the information can be sent to an off-vehicle location, 
perhaps a dealer or manufacturer site, and a search can be 
made for other similar cases and the results reported back to 
the vehicle. Also additionally as more and more vehicles are 
reporting cases that perhaps are also examined by engineers 
or mechanics, the results can be sent to the subject vehicle 
or to all similar vehicles and the diagnostic softWare updated 
automatically. Thus, all vehicles can have the bene?t from 
information relative to performing the diagnostic function. 
Similarly, the vehicle dealers and manufacturers can also 
have up-to-date information as to hoW a particular class or 
model of vehicle is performing. This telematics function is 
discussed in more detail elseWhere herein. By means of this 
system, a vehicle diagnostic system can predict component 
failures long before they occur and thus prevent on-road 
problems. 

[0123] The invention therefore contemplates a variety of 
automatic communications from a vehicle to an interested 
party remote from the vehicle Whether it is a dealer or 
manufacturer. In addition to the communication of diagnos 
tic or prognostic information, derived for example by one of 
the techniques described above, the same telecommunica 
tions link can be used by the remote-situated interested party 
to provide a response to the message from the vehicle. For 
example, the message could be as simple as an automatic 
noti?cation of receipt of information from the vehicle. If the 
remote party is a dealer, the response might be that the 
analysis of the diagnostic or prognostic problem has been 
received and is being revieWed. The response could also be 
a manually generated message by the dealer or manufactur 
er’s personnel. One such responsive message might provide 
a time for a scheduled service appointment or a block of 
available times to schedule an appointment. 

[0124] An important function that can be performed by the 
diagnostic system herein is to substantially diagnose the 
vehicle’s oWn problems rather then forWarding raW data to 
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