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BROADBAND WIRELESS 

bar and receives and displays data to the vehicle operate 
generated by the modules in the light bar and also from data 
received over the network. 
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FULLY INTEGRATED LIGHT BAR 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of 
copending US. patent application Ser. No. 11/3 94,752, ?led 
Mar. 31,2006, and Ser. No. 11/505,642, ?ledAug. 17, 2006, 
Which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety 
for everything that they describe. Additionally, this patent 
application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 60/775,634, ?led Feb. 22, 2006. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Typical emergency response vehicles have many 
different systems for monitoring and responding to various 
situations and emergencies. For example, the vehicles are 
equipped With communications equipment that includes 
both voice and data generating devices such as radios and 
computers. This and other electronic equipment (e.g., con 
trols for devices such as light bars) croWd the interior space 
of the vehicle, Which is not designed for this concentration 
of electronics. 

[0003] It is extremely dif?cult to equip the vehicles With 
all of the needed communications, monitoring, and response 
equipment. Standard commercial vehicles are retro?tted 
With this equipment through a labor-intensive process. Retro 
?tting the vehicles is often an iterative process, as neW 
equipment replaces old. Advances in equipment alloW ?rst 
responders to perform their jobs more safely and ef?ciently. 
HoWever, each time equipment advances, vehicles must 
again be retro?tted. Furthermore, When the vehicle is no 
longer used by emergency services, the equipment must be 
removed from the vehicle through another costly, labor 
intensive process. 

[0004] In addition to systems for detecting and responding 
to emergencies, vehicles must be equipped With various 
communications systems. For example, in the United States 
public safety of?cials including ?re departments, police 
departments and ambulance services primarily use commu 
nications systems that Work Within the VHF and UHF bands. 
Conventional land mobile radios operate on these and other 
frequencies. Cellular networks, Which operate in the UHF 
frequency band, are also used for public safety communi 
cations systems for both data and voice communications. 
More recently, the SHF band, such as the 4.9 GHZ band 
reserved by the United States Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), have been included in public safety 
communications systems. Moreover, Within these several 
frequency bands, there are a number of communications 
standards, such as the IEEE 802.11 protocol, utiliZed to 
transmit data. Many other frequency bands and communi 
cation protocols are used by emergency service personnel 
around the country. In order to ensure reliable communica 
tions across public safety agencies, vehicles are often noW 
equipped With still further electronics that enable public 
safety personnel to communicate over several transmissions 
protocols and/or frequency bands. All of the radios and 
communications equipment results in a cluttered environ 
ment. 

[0005] As technology evolves and ?nds applications in the 
area of public safety, emergency response vehicles increas 
ingly carry more equipment to detect and respond to count 
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less situations and emergencies. Typically, individual sys 
tems are installed in the vehicle for each of the tasks aimed 
at emergency responses. For example, a police vehicle 
monitors traf?c using a radar detector. Cameras mounted in 
an emergency vehicle gather evidence. Many emergency 
vehicles have light bars mounted to their roofs. Sirens Warn 
citiZens of danger. GPS systems inform a control center of 
the vehicle’s location. Vehicles may contain equipment to 
detect bio-hazards or chemicals in the event of an industrial 
spill or terrorist attack. Countless other systems are installed 
in emergency vehicles based on expected situations. This 
trend can only be expected to continue. 

[0006] Emergency vehicles are often equipped With emer 
gency lighting equipment that draW attention to the vehicles 
and provide visual Warning to citiZens. Typically this equip 
ment includes ?ashing or rotating lights, Which generating a 
considerable amount of electromagnetic noise. Because of 
the noisy environment and to assist in visibility, the emer 
gency lighting equipment is most often housed in a module 
commonly called a “light bar” mounted to a roof of the 
emergency vehicle. Installing the emergency light equip 
ment in a light bar lessens the effect the electromagnetic 
noise has on the operation of sensitive telecommunications 
equipment inside the vehicle. 

[0007] Installing in emergency vehicles all of this com 
munications, detection and response equipment is costly and 
labor intensive. All of it is retro?tted into a vehicle manu 
factured Without any accommodation for this special pur 
pose equipment. Some of the equipment, such as radar units 
and cameras are typically mounted to the front edge of the 
interior of the roof such that the radar unit and/or the camera 
extend doWnWardly to provide vieWs through the front 
Windshield. PoWer cables are routed from this equipment to 
the vehicle’s poWer system through the roof lining and doWn 
one of the side posts of the car, separating the front and rear 
car doors, and then to a controller unit, Which is located in 
the trunk, engine compartment or even under a seat in the 
interior of the vehicle. Many emergency vehicles are 
equipped With light bars mounted on the roofs of the 
vehicles. PoWer and control cables for the light bars are also 
?shed through the side posts and routed to the trunks of the 
vehicles or to the engine compartments of the vehicles. 
These cables are ?shed through the side pillar of the vehicle 
separating the front and rear doors. Communications anten 
nas are mounted on the roof and on the trunk. Holes are 
drilled in the car to attach the antennas. Again, cables are 
routed to a controller in the trunk of the vehicle. Finally, 
each piece of equipment is Wired to controllers in the 
vehicle’s cabin. There are numerous other systems that are 
regularly installed in emergency vehicles. As technology 
advances, neW devices must be incorporated into emergency 
vehicles. This requires taking the vehicle out of service for 
an extended period of time as older devices are removed 
from the vehicle and neWer devices are installed. 

[0008] By their nature, emergencies often require deploy 
ment of more emergency equipment than normally in use at 
any given time. Communities must determine hoW best to 
provide for emergency situations that may require quick 
deployment of additional equipment. Typically, communi 
ties rely on resources from neighboring communities. This 
strategy Works as long as the neighboring communities are 
close by and not affected by the same emergency. For 
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emergencies that affect large areas, however, relying on 
neighboring communities to loan their resources is not a 
Workable strategy. 

[0009] For example, neighboring communities may face a 
common emergency such as a hurricane, a terrorist attack or 
an earthquake. In these types of emergencies, the effected 
communities Will need additional emergency vehicles that 
are not available from nearby neighboring communities. 
Moreover, because of the labor intensive and costly instal 
lation process, non-emergency vehicles cannot be quickly 
converted for emergency use. Furthermore, existing emer 
gency vehicles may not have the best combination of 
equipment for dealing With a particular disaster. The time 
consuming installation process prevents vehicles from being 
quickly adapted to respond to an emergency condition that 
the vehicle is otherWise not equipped to handle. 

[0010] After a vehicle is no longer needed by public safety 
agencies, it is typically sold in the aftermarket. HoWever, all 
of the communications systems and emergency equipment 
must be removed from the vehicle before sale. If the vehicle 
is to be resold at maximum value, the damage to the vehicle 
done during the process of retro?tting the emergency equip 
ment must be repaired. For example, any holes drilled into 
the vehicle during installation of the equipment must be 
patched. The dashboard most likely needs to be repaired 
because of holes drilled in it to run Wiring, mount devices 
and control units. All of this repairing is expensive and 
reduces the resale value of the vehicle, Which represents a 
substantial amount of lost revenue to communities. 

[0011] Another problem facing ?rst responders is the lack 
of a uni?ed communications netWork for transmitting voice 
and data. For example, different police departments respond 
ing to the same emergency affecting several communities 
may use different radios. Furthermore, live video taken from 
one vehicle at the scene of an emergency is not available to 
other vehicles responding to the emergency. Current 
attempts to solve communications problems result in even 
more equipment and radios being installed into vehicles. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] A fully integrated light bar is provided that not only 
houses emergency Warning lights, but also houses emer 
gency devices such as telecommunications equipment and 
community monitoring equipment. In one embodiment, all 
of the emergency equipment that might otherWise be housed 
in the interior of the vehicle is housed in the light bar so that 
a vehicle can be easily and quickly retro?tted. In order to 
avoid ?shing Wiring from a control head mounted in the 
interior of the vehicle to the equipment in the light bar, the 
connection betWeen the control head and the light bar is 
preferably a Wireless connection. All Wiring is avoided if the 
light bar includes its oWn source of energy such as a fuel 
cell, solar cell and/or a battery. 

[0013] In one embodiment of the invention, the light bar 
contains a number of modules for sensing real time condi 
tions of the vehicle, its operator and the ambient environ 
ment of the vehicle and operator. Example modules include 
a video camera, a radar unit, a GPS unit, a biological agent 
sensor and a license plate recognition system. Preferably, the 
light bar is designed to alloW for the custom ?tting of 
modules, thereby enabling a light bar to be equipped With 
any combination of modules best suited for an application. 

Aug. 23, 2007 

[0014] In one embodiment of the invention, the light bar 
houses at least one transceiver for communicating informa 
tion gathered from sensors (preferably also in the light bar) 
over a Wireless netWork. In order to enable real time 
communication of information demanding high data rates, 
the transceiver is a broadband device such as a Wi-Fi 
transceiver. Broadband transceivers alloW for real time 
transmission and reception of information such as video 
feeds and detailed maps of buildings. 

[0015] In one embodiment of the invention, data from the 
modules are transmitted over a Wireless netWork to a control 

center Where the data is revieWed and analyZed for activat 
ing or informing or otherWise marshalling community 
resources. Further, information may be transmitted from one 
fully integrated light bar equipped vehicle to other such 
vehicles to assist in responding to or monitoring emergen 
cies. These and other embodiments of the invention Will be 
more fully explained in the detailed description of the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of an emer 
gency Warning device, such as a light bar, integrated into a 
broadband community Wireless netWork. 

[0017] FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate a the emergency Wam 
ing device of FIG. 1 integrated into a light bar With a 
Wireless connection to a broadband netWork and a Wired or 
Wireless connection to a control head Within a vehicle 
(FIGS. 2A and 2B, respectively). 

[0018] FIG. 3 illustrates a control interface at a mobile 
data terminal for controlling modules comprising the emer 
gency Warning device. 

[0019] FIG. 3A illustrates a user interface at the mobile 
data terminal for controlling a video camera mobile of the 
emergency Warning device, Where the user interface is 
accessible from the control interface. 

[0020] FIG. 4 illustrates a loWer portion of a housing for 
the light bar in FIGS. 2A and 2B including a controller and 
a fuel cell. 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW of the loWer portion of 
the light bar taken along line 311-311 in FIG. 4 

[0022] FIG. 6A illustrates one of several circuit boards in 
the light bar ?tted With Warning light assemblies. 

[0023] FIG. 6B illustrates the opposite side of the circuit 
board in FIG. 6A, shoWing various modules mounted on the 
circuit board in keeping With one embodiment of the inven 
tion. 

[0024] FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment of the light bar in 
FIGS. 1-6 With the top half of the light bar’s housing 
exploded aWay to reveal an interior space of the light bar 
populated With various electronic modules and antennas 
supported on circuit boards in keeping With the illustration 
in FIG. 6B. 

[0025] FIG. 8 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
light bar in FIGS. 1-6 With the top half of the light bar’s 
housing exploded aWay as in FIG. 7 to reveal an interior 
space of the light bar populated With various electronic 
modules and antennas supported on a single monolithic 
circuit board. 
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[0026] FIG. 9A illustrates a cross sectional vieW of a 
circuit board suitable for use as the circuit board in FIGS. 7 
and 8 Whose ground plane When placed in the light bar 
creates an area Within the light bar that is relatively free of 
stray electromagnetic radiation from the operation of the 
Warning lights. 
[0027] FIG. 9B illustrates a cross sectional vieW of an 
alternative circuit board also suitable for use as the circuit 
board in FIGS. 7 and 8 Whose ground plane When placed in 
the light bar creates an area Within the light bar that is 
relatively free of stray electromagnetic radiation from the 
operation of the Warning lights. 

[0028] FIG. 9C illustrates an embodiment of the light bar 
in FIGS. 1-6 Where a grounding plane Within a light bar and 
separate from the circuit board(s) for supporting the Warning 
lights provides isolation from the electromagnetic spray of 
the Warning lights. 

[0029] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of the electronic 
modules in one embodiment of the light bar. 

[0030] FIG. 11A is a schematic illustration of a Wireless 
Wide area netWork including a Wireless mesh netWork con 
necting fully integrated light bars such as those illustrated in 
FIGS. 1-10 to a control center. 

[0031] FIG. 11B is a schematic illustration of a Wireless 
Wide area netWork including a Wireless mesh netWork and a 
Wireless point to multipoint netWork connecting fully inte 
grated light bars such as those illustrated in FIGS. 1-10 to a 
control center. 

[0032] FIG. 11C is a schematic illustration of a Wireless 
Wide area netWork including a point to multipoint netWork 
connecting fully integrated light bars such as those illus 
trated in FIGS. 1-10 to a control center. 

[0033] FIG. 11D is a schematic illustration of a Wireless 
Wide area netWork including a cellular netWork connecting 
fully integrated light bars such as those illustrated in FIGS. 
1-10 to a control center. 

[0034] While the folloWing detailed description is made in 
connection With preferred and alternative embodiments ref 
erencing the draWings, the description is not intended to 
limit the invention to those particular embodiments. On the 
contrary, the invention is intended to cover all alternatives 
and equivalents as may be included Within the spirit and 
scope of the invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0035] The folloWing description is intended to convey the 
operation of exemplary embodiments of the invention to 
those skilled in the art. It Will be appreciated that this 
description is intended to aid the reader, not to limit the 
invention. As such, references to a feature or aspect of the 
invention are intended to describe a feature or aspect of an 
embodiment of the invention, not to imply that every 
embodiment of the invention must have the described char 
acteristic. 

[0036] Turning to the draWings and referring ?rst to FIG. 
1, an emergency device 102 is in Wireless communication 
With a mobile data terminal 164, a base station 106 and an 
outdoor Warning siren 108. The emergency device 102 
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contains a number of monitoring, Warning and response 
systems as needed based on its deployment. For example, in 
one embodiment of the invention, the emergency device 102 
is attached to a police vehicle. When it is attached to a police 
vehicle, the emergency device 102 likely includes modules 
otherWise located in the vehicles interior spaces. For 
example, in the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1, the device 
includes (1) a video camera 120 for streaming video signals 
to displays that may be both in the vehicle and at remote 
locations, (2) a radar unit 110 for detecting the speed of other 
vehicles, (3) a sensor 112 for detecting the presence of 
chemical or biological agents, (4) a global positioning 
system (“GPS”) 114 providing the location of the emergency 
device, and (5) a license plate recognition system (“LPR”) 
116 providing the license plate number of vehicles in the 
vicinity. In the illustrated embodiment, each of the modules 
110-116 interfaces With a controller 118. Video camera 120 
provides video footage (e.g., streaming video) of an area 
near the emergency device 102. The video camera or module 
120 connects to controller 118 or router 122 for routing the 
video to either an onboard storage or display at the mobile 
data terminal 164 or routing the video to a remote terminal 
by Way of the base station 106 or a transceiver associated 
With the outdoor Warning siren 108. The outdoor Warning 
siren 108 connects to a Wide area netWork (“WAN”) 109. 
The WAN may be a public netWork such as the intemet or 
a private netWork reserved for emergency use. The outdoor 
Warning siren 108 connects directly to the netWork 109 or 
connects through a gateWay device. 

[0037] The emergency device 102 also includes several 
Wireless netWork devices. For example, the emergency 
device 102 also includes a land mobile radio (“LMR”) 124 
for communicating With other emergency service personal 
over a variety of frequencies including the UI-IF and VHF 
bands. A voice over Internet Protocol (“VoIP”) module 126 
of the emergency device 102 alloWs a user of the device to 
transmit and receive voice messages over standard data 
netWorks such as a netWork based on the IEEE 802.11 
standard. A Wireless ?delity (“Wi-Fi”) module 128 transmits 
and receives data over an IEEE 802.11 netWork. A trans 
ceiver 130 implements a public safety radio operating at the 
4.9 GHZ frequency, Which the United States Federal Com 
munication Commission (FCC) has dedicated to public 
safety applications. 

[0038] Finally fuel cell 132 the emergency device 102 
provides poWer for the emergency device 102. Preferably, 
the fuel cell is incorporated in the emergency device 102 as 
suggested by the illustration in FIG. 1. By providing a poWer 
source Within the emergency device 102, the device is fully 
self contained and can be easily and quickly retro?tted onto 
any vehicle. 

[0039] Although FIG. 1 depicts three transceiver modules, 
the LMR 124, Wi-Fi 128 and the public safety radio 130, one 
skilled in the art of telecommunications Will appreciate that 
any appropriate Wireless standard may be used to enable 
communication betWeen the emergency device 102 and 
remote locations. For example, a cellular transceiver for 
connection to cellular data or voice netWorks may be 
included in the emergency device 102. In general, any 
number of transceiver types may be employed in the emer 
gency device 102. For example, one Wi-Fi transceiver 128 
may provide all necessary communication links. Data sig 
nals can utiliZe the Wi-Fi link and voice may pass over the 
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Wi-Fi link using Vol. On the other hand, a number of 
specialty transceivers may be employed in the emergency 
device 102 in order to ensure a more robust communications 
environment. Embodiments of the emergency device 102 
Will be more fully described beloW. 

[0040] Emergency signaling systems of the type mounted 
to the roofs of emergency vehicles are commonly called 
“light bars” because they are typically shaped as bars 
traversing the roofs of vehicles. In keeping With this con 
vention, in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B the illustrated emergency 
signaling system 134 is hereinafter referred to as a “light 
bar” since it is primarily intended for mounting to the roofs 
of emergency vehicles such as the roof 136 of the illustrated 
vehicle 138. HoWever, those skilled in the art of emergency 
Warning device Will appreciate that the device described 
hereinafter as a light bar can take on a variety of shapes and 
placements throughout a community as the need arises. In 
one embodiment of the invention, emergency device 102 is 
integrated into light bar 134 for a vehicle. The emergency 
device could be mounted to other types of mobile units such 
as boats and aircraft, Furthermore, the emergency device 
102 could also be mounted to stationary objects such as a 
commercial or residential building in order to convert the 
building to a temporary emergency command center. In any 
event, details of the emergency device 102 are set forth 
beloW in connection With an embodiment in Which the 
device is the light bar 134 for mounting to the vehicle 138. 

[0041] In keeping With one embodiment of the emergency 
device, the light bar 134 in FIGS. 2A and 2B connects 
Wirelessly to a back haul netWork 140, a public safety 
netWork 142 and a public access netWork 144. In FIG. 2A, 
the light bar 134 is Wired to the vehicle’s poWer system 146 
through cables 148. A control head 150 in the passenger 
compartment of the vehicle 138 alloWs an occupant in the 
vehicle to control the lights and modules 110-130 in the light 
bar 134. The control head 150 connects to control unit 152 
through Wires 154 in order to communicate control signals 
to the modules 110-130 in the light bar 134. The control unit 
152 in the illustrated embodiment provides control functions 
for other emergency signaling apparatus associated With the 
vehicle 138. For example, the control unit 152 may also 
serve a siren. The operator of the vehicle 138 preferably 
mounts the control head 150 to the dashboard/instrument 
panel area 156 to the right of the steering Wheel 158 for easy 
access. Although the control unit 152 is depicted mounted in 
the trunk of the vehicle, it may be mounted elseWhere Within 
the vehicle. For example, control unit 152 may be mounted 
under the dashboard area 156. 

[0042] Keystrokes to a keypad incorporated into the con 
trol head 150 generate control signals and the control head 
provides the signals to the control unit 152 by Way of cables 
154, Which in turn communicates signals to the control unit 
160 (FIG. 4) Within the light bar 134 by Way of cable 162. 
A control system such as Federal Signal’s Smart SirenTM 
system is a suitable example of the illustrated control system 
for certain embodiments of the invention. 

[0043] In FIG. 2B, the light bar 134 is in Wireless com 
munication With a mobile data terminal (“MDT”) 164, 
enabling the light bar to be completely free of external 
Wiring if the poWer source (e.g., fuel cell and/or solar cell) 
is contained in the light bar. The MDT 164 replaces the 
control head 150 in FIG. 2A and controls the lights and 
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modules 110-130 in the light bar 134. MDT 164 may be a 
conventional laptop computer equipped With a Wireless 
netWork interface card (NIC). Preferable as explained here 
inafter, the MDT 164 includes a touch screen 164a alloWing 
the user to interact With the light bar by simply touching 
appropriate areas of the screen as prompted by a user 
interface displayed on the screen. 

[0044] Any appropriate Wireless standard can be used to 
connect the MDT 164 and the light bar 134. Examples of 
appropriate standards include Wi-Fi a, b, g, or n as de?ned 
by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(“IEEE”) in the 802.11 speci?cation. Additionally Blue 
tooth, Wireless USB or Zigbee, Which are all based on IEEE 
802.15, can be used as the standard betWeen the MDT 164 
and the light bar 134. A user controls the system by entering 
commands into the MDT 164. Commands are entered into 
the MDT through any appropriate means including use of a 
keyboard, touch screen 16411 or voice recognition softWare, 
Commands entered into the MDT are transmitted to the light 
bar 134 via the Wireless netWork. The MDT 164 can display 
information gathered by the modules 110-130 located in the 
light bar 134. For example, in one embodiment of the 
invention live video from the video camera 120 is displayed 
on the screen 164a. Speeds of passing vehicles detected by 
the radar unit 110 are displayed by the MDT 164, Addition 
ally, the MDT 164 displays the license plates of passing 
vehicles detected by the LPR 116 module. 

[0045] FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of the interface 
for a touch screen 164a integrated into the MDT 164. The 
touch screen 164a includes a LMR interface 171 that either 
replaces or is in addition to the standard radio controls 
already located Within the vehicle for communicating With 
the LMR 124. The interface 171 includes buttons on the 
touch screen 16411 for operating the land mobile radio 
(LMR) 124 in much the same manner as is accomplished 
With a conventional, dedicated control head for the LMR 
that includes mechanical knobs and sWitches. For example, 
the user interface 171 provides a volume control 173, a SOS 
button 175, a frequency control 177, a push to talk control 
179 and a squelch button 181. 

[0046] A light and siren interface 183 controls the light 
assemblies and siren mounted on a vehicle. The interface 
183 includes a primary lights button 185, a secondary lights 
button 187 and a ?asher rear button 189. Atake doWn button 
191, right alley button 193 and left alley button 195 operate 
additional light assemblies. The display 197 indicates the 
mode that the light assemblies are operating in. Directional 
control 199 alloWs the operator to enable ?ashing directional 
lighting assemblies. Finally, siren control 201 enables vari 
ous siren modes. 

[0047] Module panel 203 displays the current readings for 
various modules 110-132 housed in the light bar. For 
example, the license plate recognition system display 205 
indicates the license plate number of nearby vehicles. The 
radar 207 shoWs the speed of nearby vehicles. The OPS 209 
shoWs a map With nearby emergency vehicles as Well as the 
location of the occupied vehicle. The traf?c video 211 shoWs 
live video feeds from traf?c monitoring cameras located 
throughout a community. The air quality sensors 213 display 
information regarding community air quality. Clicking a 
sensor expands the sensor to a full screen mode. For 
example, if a user touches the traf?c video display 211, it 
Will expand to ?ll the entire screen. 
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[0048] In another embodiment, the user interface of the 
touch screen 164a may be similar to the user interface 
illustrated and described in co-pending U.S. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/505,642, ?led Jun. 17, 2006 and entitled 
“Integrated Municipal Management Console,” Which is 
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety for every 
thing it describes. 

[0049] In order to control the devices in the module panel 
203 of the user interface 164a, selection of any of the icons 
205, 207, 209, 211 and 213 causes a dialog box or WindoW 
to appear on the touch screen such as the one illustrated in 
FIG. 3A for the traf?c video icon 211. In FIG. 3a, the user 
interface 164!) may be a WindoW or dialog box that appears 
over the user interface 16411 in FIG. 3. Alternatively, the user 
interface 164!) may appear in substitution for the user 
interface 16411. In either event, the user interface 1641) 
presents to the user various controls for the video camera 
120 in FIG. 1. The touch screen interface 164!) either 
replaces or is in addition to standard controls for the video 
camera 120. The interface 164a includes buttons on the 
touch screen 1641) for operating the video camera 120 in 
much the same mannier as is accomplished With a conven 
tional, dedicated control head for the camera, Which includes 
mechanical knobs and sWitches. The video display 241 
displays a live image from the camera 120 mounted in the 
emergency device 102 or from remote cameras Whose signal 
is received over the netWork connection. Additionally, the 
video display 241 displays recorded images taken by the 
camera 120 or images recorded by another camera and made 
available for playback on the display 241. 

[0050] The user interface 164!) contemplates more than 
one camera 120 in the emergency device 102. In this regard, 
the user interface 164!) includes touch buttons 243 and 245 
for selecting front and rear cameras, respectively. A volume 
control 247 adjusts the audio volume associated With a 
video. The “reW” touch button 249 reWinds a recorded video 
segment The “rec” touch button 251 toggles the record 
feature of the video camera 120 and MDT 164. The play 
touch button 253 plays back recorded video. The stop touch 
button 255 stops video play back. The “FF” touch button 257 
fast forWards recorded video. The Zoom control 259 Zooms 
in and Zooms out of a video image. The pan/tilt control 261 
rotates the video image up and doWn and left and right. The 
contrast touch button 263 and brightness touch button 265 
control the contrast and brightness of the image, respec 
tively. The image search interface 267 and audio search 
interface 269 alloW a user to search for images and audio 
segments in stored video ?les. 

[0051] Returning to the touch screen 16411 in FIG. 3, it 
includes buttons for accessing various computer programs 
and resources. For example, e-mail button 217 launches a 
user’s email program. Similarly, the Internet Explorer® 
button 219 launches Microsoft’s intemet broWser. The 
reports button 221 launches various reports or forms for 
reports maintained locally or at a remote server. One or more 
of the broadband Wireless connections provides the link to 
the remote server. Maps button 223 launches mapping 
softWare, Which presents maps to the user stored either 
locally or at a remote server. The traf?c control button 225 
launches a program Whose interface enables the user to 
control traf?c intersection lights. Touching the criminal 
records button 227 launches a program that enables access 
to criminal records stored either locally or at a remote server. 
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The building plans button 229 gives the user access to 
databases of building plans for various buildings stored 
either locally or at a remote server. Similarly, the medical 
records button 231 alloWs a user to search databases of 
medical records maintained either locally or at a remote 
server. The ?re hydrants button 233 launches a program that 
displays the location of nearby ?re hydrants. The virtual 
private netWork (V PN) client 239 provides a secure con 
nection over otherWise public netWorks to the ?rst respond 
er’s server to access remote databases containing con?den 
tial information such as police records. While the VPN client 
button may alloW for broWsing of remote databases, the data 
sheets button 235 alloWs a user to search remote data sheets, 
Which may contain information such as details of particular 
types of chemicals involved in a chemical spill. The proce 
dures button displays procedures 237 for handling situations 
faced by ?rst responders at a scene of an emergency. For 
example, a data sheet may provide guidance for dealing With 
a heart attack victim or hoW best to react to a Water rescue. 

[0052] Information such as voice and data signals sent 
over a Wide area netWork (“WAN”) and received by one of 
the transceivers LMR 124, Wi-Fi 128 or public safety 130 
can be forWarded to the MDT 164 through the Wireless 
connection betWeen it and the light bar 134. These messages 
can either be displayed on the MDT’s screen or audibly 
played over speakers either in the vehicle or in the MDT. 
Messages originating as voice signals can be play directly. 
Messages originating as data signals can be converted to 
voice signals by use of commercially available text-to 
speech softWare and played audibly over speakers in the 
vehicle. 

[0053] In one embodiment of the emergency device 102, 
a transceiver sends and receives messages encoded in data 
packets, an exemplary one of Which is illustrated beloW. The 
data packet includes a header With information indicating 
the beginning of a packet. An encryption section contains 
information related to the encryption of the packet. An 
address section may contain items such as the emergency 
device’s IP address and MAC address and the packet’s 
destination IP address and MAC address. The data section 
contains the packet’s payload. The payload includes the data 
to be transmitted. One skilled in the art of communications 
Will recogniZe that data packets may consist of various ?elds 
and are not limited to the speci?c ?elds recited. For example, 
the data format may be TCP/IP based and include IEEE 
802.1x compatibility, 

Header Encryption Address Payload 

[0054] FIG. 4 depicts a loWer portion of the light bar 134 
Whose top half is best seen in FIGS. 7 and 8. From the 
controller 160 in FIG. 4, the operation of the light bar 
modules are directly controlled in accordance With signals 
generated at the control head 150 or MDT 164. Installers of 
the light bar 134 typically strategically place cables 154 and 
162 (FIG. 2A) Within the interior of the vehicle 138 so they 
are the least conspicuous and require the least modi?cation 
of the standard interior features. In this regard, serial con 
nections among the control head 150, the control unit 152 
and the controller 160 in the light bar 134 minimiZes the 
number of Wires comprising the cables 154 and 162. Each of 
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