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WIRELESS LOCATION MESSAGING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to Wireless com 
munication systems and, in particular, to systems for locat 
ing mobile-telephones. 

BACKGROUND OF THE RELATED ART 

Since the introduction of 800 MHZ band cellular com 
munications in the early 1980’s, Wireless communication 
service has groWn rapidly. During this same period, 
Enhanced 9-1-1 (E911) has proliferated the US. Wired 
communication system, thereby providing accurate location 
of 9-1-1 Wired callers, among other things, such as routing 
9-1-1 calls to appropriate emergency dispatch centers. To 
provide a level of service comparable to E911 in Wireless 
communication system, location systems have been devel 
oped to locate mobile-telephones. HoWever, prior art loca 
tion systems are de?cient for a number of reasons. 

First, the prior art location systems typically exist inde 
pendently of the Wireless communication systems, i.e., non 
integrated With the Wireless communication systems, 
thereby increasing the cost of location systems although 
some of the equipment and information used and collected 
by the location systems and the Wireless communication 
systems are the same. 

Second, the prior art location systems can only locate 
mobile-telephones Within the geographical area covered by 
the location system. Thus, if the mobile-telephone is not 
Within the coverage area of the location system, or if the 
person desiring to locate the mobile-telephone does not 
knoW the general area or identity of the location system in 
Which the mobile-telephone is located, then the mobile 
telephone cannot be located. 

Third, the prior art location systems typically monitors 
overhead channels for transmissions containing 9-1-1 phone 
numbers or some other predetermined phone number or 
sequence of characters. Because of prohibitively high costs, 
the prior art location systems do not monitor voice channels. 
Consequently, the capability of the prior art systems are 
limited, e. g., cannot locate mobile-telephones that are idle or 
engaged in a conversation. 

Accordingly, there exist a need for an inexpensive loca 
tion system that is integrated into a Wireless communication 
system and is operable to locate mobile-telephones Within 
the geographical area covered by the current location system 
or another location system. There further exist a need for a 
location system that can locate a mobile-telephone in a 
multitude of call states. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a Wireless location messaging 
system and method for determining the location of a mobile 
telephone in a home or roaming Wireless communication 
system, and in a multitude of call states using an audit signal 
and a con?rmation signal that provides enhanced location 
accuracy. In one embodiment, the present invention Wireless 
location messaging system is implemented in a Wireless 
communication system comprising a plurality of base sta 
tions and a location system. Each of the base stations 
includes a transmitter for transmitting an audit signal, Which 
is a signal that indicates to a mobile-telephone of interest to 
respond by transmitting a con?rmation signal, a receiver for 
receiving the con?rmation signal transmitted from the 
mobile-telephone of interest, and a time indicator for record 
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2 
ing a time When the con?rmation signal is received by that 
base station. The location system includes a location process 
for determining the location of the mobile-telephone of 
interest using the receive times of the con?rmation signal at 
one or more base stations. 

In operation, one or more base stations transmits the audit 
signal, Which is received by the mobile-telephone of interest. 
The communication channel by Which the audit signal is 
transmitted Will depend on the call state of the mobile 
telephone of interest. If the mobile-telephone of interest is in 
an idle call state, the audit signal is transmitted via a set-up 
overhead channel. By contrast, if the mobile-telephone of 
interest is in a conversation call state, the audit signal is 
transmitted via a voice overhead channel that is associated 
With a voice channel assigned to the mobile-telephone of 
interest While in the conversation call state. Upon receipt of 
the audit signal, the mobile-telephone of interest responds 
by transmitting the con?rmation signal, in one embodiment, 
via the same communication channel in Which the audit 
signal Was transmitted. Upon receipt and time stamping of 
the con?rmation signal by one or more base stations, the 
location system uses the receive times to determine the 
location of the mobile-telephone of interest. 
Advantageously, in one embodiment, the con?rmation sig 
nal is a broadband digital signal With a predictable Wave 
form that enables easier detection of the con?rmation signal 
by the base stations, thereby enhancing the accuracy of the 
receive times and the location of the mobile-telephone of 
interest. 

In another embodiment, the Wireless communication sys 
tem of the present invention further comprises a database 
containing indications of mobile-telephones, such as a 
mobile-telephone identi?cation number, and indications of 
Wireless communication systems last knoWn to serve the 
mobile-telephones. To locate the mobile-telephone of 
interest, the location system uses the database to determine 
the Wireless communication system last knoWn to serve the 
mobile-telephone of interest. If the current Wireless com 
munication system Was last knoWn to serve the mobile 
telephone of interest, the audit signal is transmitted by one 
or more base stations in the current Wireless communication 
system. If a second Wireless communication system Was last 
knoWn to serve the mobile-telephone of interest, the audit 
signal is transmitted by one or more base stations in the 
second Wireless communication system. In the latter 
scenario, the mobile-telephone of interest responds by trans 
mitting the con?rmation signal, Which is received and time 
stamped by one or more base stations in the second Wireless 
communication system. Subsequently, the location system 
of the ?rst Wireless communication system or a location 
system in the second Wireless communication system deter 
mines the location of the mobile-telephone of interest using 
the receive times of the con?rmation signal recorded by the 
base stations of the second Wireless communication system. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features, aspects, and advantages of the present 
invention Will become better understood With regard to the 
folloWing description, appended claims, and accompanying 
draWings Where: 

FIG. 1 depicts an illustrative block diagram of Wireless 
communication systems used in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 depicts an illustration of a possible partition of a 
geographical area covered by a Wireless communication 
system; 
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FIG. 2a depicts a detail illustration of cell 60-1 in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 3 depicts a ?owchart illustrating the manner in Which 
a mobile-telephone autonomously registers With the Wireless 
communication system; 

FIGS. 4, 4a, 4b depict a ?oWchart illustrating the manner 
in Which one embodiment of the present invention locates a 
mobile-telephone that is idle or engaged in a conversation; 
and 

FIG. 5 depicts an eXample of a con?rmation signal that 
enhances the accuracy of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shoWn an illustrative block 
diagram of Wireless communication systems used in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. As 
shoWn in FIG. 1, Wireless communication systems 20,40 and 
a Request System 10 are connected via a Public Telephone 
SWitching Network 12, Wherein the Request System 10 is a 
system for alloWing users to subscribe to the Wireless 
communication systems to locate mobile-telephones. In one 
embodiment, the Wireless communication system 20 is a 
“Home System” and the Wireless communication system 40 
is a “Roaming System.” The Home System 20 is de?ned as 
the Wireless communication system to Which a mobile 
telephone belongs, Whereas the Roaming System 40 is 
de?ned as any Wireless communication system that is not the 
Home System of a mobile-telephone—in other Words, 
Whether a Wireless communication system is a Home Sys 
tem or a Roaming System depends on the individual mobile 
telephone’s relationship With the Wireless communication 
system. For purposes of this application, the term mobile 
telephone should be construed to include all Wireless com 
munication devices. 

Each Wireless communication system provides Wireless 
communication services to a particular geographical area 
using radio channels, Which are divided into communication 
channels. The communication channels include: set-up over 
head channels, Which are communication channels dedi 
cated to call set-up including paging and registration ser 
vices; voice channels, Which are communication channels 
for transmitting voice, data, faX, video, etc.; and voice 
overhead channels, Which are communication channels 
associated With one or more voice channels and used for 

signaling purposes during voice, data, faX, video, etc. com 
munication. In one embodiment, broadband digital signals 
are transmitted via the set-up overhead channels and voice 
overhead channels, and analog signals are transmitted via 
the voice channels. The geographical area serviced by each 
Wireless communication system is partitioned into cells, 
Which are further partitioned into sectors. Referring to FIG. 
2, there is shoWn an illustration of a possible partition of a 
geographical area 60. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the geographical 
area 60 is divided into a plurality of cells 60-1, . . . ,n, Which 

are divided into sectors denoted herein as A, B and C. 
Typically, the radio channels are divided into sub-sets that 
are assigned to the cells and/or sectors in a manner maXi 
miZing signal-to-noise ratio. 

Referring back to FIG. 1, each Wireless communication 
system 20,40 includes a plurality of Base Stations 32,52 
Which are connected to a Mobile SWitching Center 22,42. 
Each cell of the Wireless communication system has asso 
ciated a Base Station for providing Wireless communication 
services to the cell. Each Base Station is preferably centrally 
located Within its respective cell, and includes an antenna 
34,54 for each sector of the cell, a time indicator 36,56 for 
recording the time mobile-telephone transmissions are 
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4 
received by the Base Station, a signal strength detector 38,58 
for measuring the signal strengths of received mobile 
telephone transmissions, and a receiver/transmitter for 
receiving and transmitting voice, data, faX, video, etc. from 
and to the mobile-telephones and the Mobile SWitching 
Center. The con?guration of the antenna Will depend on the 
location technique being employed by the Wireless commu 
nication system, as Will be understood by one of ordinary 
skill in the art. In one embodiment, the time indicators of 
each Base Station in the Wireless communication system are 
synchroniZed using Well knoWn synchroniZation techniques, 
such as the techniques using Global Positioning Satellites 
(GPS), Wherein the accuracy of the synchroniZation is 
maintained to nanosecond levels. 

Each Mobile SWitching Center 22,42 includes a Location 
sub-System 26,46, a Location Authentication Center 28,48, 
a Home Location Register 24,44, and a Visitor Location 
Register 23,43. In one embodiment, the Location sub 
System is a combination of hardWare and softWare for 
determining the location of a mobile-telephone using infor 
mation typically collected by Wireless communication sys 
tems. The Location sub-System includes a Query Control 
27,47 and a Location Process 25,45. The Query Control is a 
computer processor (or equivalent) With a softWare process 
for interfacing the Location sub-System With the Request 
System and controlling the How of data to and from the 
Request System. The Location Process is a computer pro 
cessor (or equivalent) With a softWare process for determin 
ing the location of a mobile-telephone using one of the 
folloWing Well-knoWn location techniques: Time Difference 
Of Arrival (TDOA); Direction Of Arrival (DOA); Ranging; 
or Satellite Positioning System, such as GPS and GLOS 
NASS. For purposes of discussion, the present invention 
Will be described herein With respect to the TDOA location 
technique. It should be apparent to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, hoWever, that the present invention is equally appli 
cable to other location techniques. Note that for DOA, the 
Base Stations Would have multiple antennas or an antenna 
capable of receiving a signal from multiple locations or 
positions. 

The Location AuthoriZation Center 28,48 provides secu 
rity elements to the Location sub-System. Speci?cally, in 
one embodiment, the Location AuthoriZation Center is a 
database containing indications of mobile-telephones, such 
as mobile-telephone identi?cation numbers (MIN) or 
mobile-telephone directory numbers (MDN), and security 
codes, such as passWords. For eXample, a user desiring to 
locate a mobile-telephone needs to provide the MIN of the 
mobile-telephone to be located and a passWord. If the 
MIN-passWord pair provided by the user does not match the 
MIN-passWord pair contained in the Location AuthoriZation 
Center, the user is not authoriZed and Location sub-System 
Will not locate the mobile-telephone. In another 
embodiment, the Location AuthoriZation Center is centrally 
located such that Location sub-Systems in any Wireless 
communication system may access it. 
The Home Location Register 24,44 and Visitor Location 

Register 23,43 are databases containing information typi 
cally collected by the Wireless communication systems 
20,40. Speci?cally, the Home Location Register includes 
system level information about home mobile-telephones, 
i.e., mobile-telephones in their Home System, and the Visi 
tor Location Register includes calling information about 
roaming mobile-telephones, i.e., mobile-telephones in a 
Roaming System, served by the Wireless communication 
system in Which the Visitor Location Register is a part. 
Speci?cally, the Home Location Register includes MINs for 
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home mobile-telephones. If the home mobile-telephones 
Were last served by a Roaming System, the Home Location 
Register further includes the identity of the Roaming System 
that last served the corresponding home mobile-telephone. 
Note that, in one embodiment, the absence of an identity of 
a Roaming System indicates that the Home System is the last 
knoWn Wireless communication system to serve the home 
mobile-telephone. 

The Visitor Location Register includes MINs for home 
mobile-telephones and roaming mobile-telephones served 
by the Wireless communication system in Which the Visitor 
Location Register is a part. The Visitor Location Register 
further includes calling information for home mobile 
telephones and roaming mobile-telephones served by the 
Wireless communication system in Which the Visitor Loca 
tion Register is a part, Wherein the calling information 
includes a receive time of a mobile-telephone transmission, 
cell and sector identi?ers specifying the cell and sector 
receiving the mobile-telephone transmission, a call state 
specifying the status of the mobile telephone, etc. In one 
embodiment, call states include idle, conversation, out-of 
range, off, etc. When the mobile-telephone is in the conver 
sation call state, the Visitor Location Register further 
includes voice channel information, Which is information 
corresponding to the speci?c communication channel being 
used to transmit voice, data, faX, video, etc. Note that the 
voice channel information Will vary according to the mul 
tipleXing technique being employed by the Wireless com 
munication system. For eXample, if the Wireless communi 
cation system employs Time Division Multiple Access 
(TDMA), the voice channel information Will include a radio 
channel and a time slot. 

To use the services of a Wireless communication system, 
the mobile-telephone must ?rst register With the Wireless 
communication system. This process of registering is typi 
cally performed autonomously. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 2a, 
suppose a mobile-telephone 80in sector Aof cell 60-1 Wants 
to use the services of the Wireless communication system 
providing coverage to a particular geographical area 60. 
FIG. 3 shoWs a ?oWchart 300 illustrating the manner in 
Which the mobile-telephone 80 Would autonomously regis 
ter With the Wireless communication system in accordance 
With one embodiment of the present invention. As shoWn in 
FIGS. 2a and 3, in step 310, the mobile-telephone 70 
transmits a signal S1 (or registration signal) containing its 
MIN to the Base Station in cell 60-1 via a set-up overhead 
channel. In one embodiment, Base Stations receiving a 
mobile-telephone transmission time stamps and determines 
the signal strength of the mobile-telephone transmission. 
Thus, in step 320, the Base Station serving cell 60-1 
receives, time stamps, and determines the signal strength of 
the ?rst signal. Note that the ?rst signal is also received by 
other Base Stations in other cells, including the Base Sta 
tions in cells 60-2,60-3, as shoWn back in FIG. 2. Typically, 
the signal strength of the ?rst signal received by the Base 
Station in cell 60-1 Would be stronger than the signal 
strength of the ?rst signal received by any other Base Station 
because of the proximity of the mobile-telephone 70 With 
respect to the Base Station in cell 60-1. 

In one embodiment, Base Stations receiving any mobile 
telephone transmission Will transmit to the Mobile SWitch 
ing Center a signal containing a MIN corresponding to the 
transmitting mobile-telephone, a receive time of the mobile 
telephone transmission, a cell identi?er corresponding to 
that Base Station, a sector identi?er corresponding to the 
sector of the cell receiving the mobile-telephone transmis 
sion With the strongest signal strength, a signal strength 
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6 
measurement of the mobile-telephone transmission, and 
channel information identifying the channel over Which the 
mobile-telephone transmission Was received. Thus, in step 
330, the Base Station receiving the signal S1 transmits to the 
Mobile SWitching Center a signal S2 containing the MIN, 
the receive time, cell and sector identi?ers, the signal 
strength measurement, and channel information. This infor 
mation is subsequently stored by the Mobile SWitching 
Center in its Visitor Location Register. Note that the signal 
strength measurements of each Base Station are used by the 
Mobile SWitching Center to determine Which of the Base 
Stations receiving the mobile-telephone transmission should 
be the serving Base Station, Which is the Base Station that 
actually carries the phone call, e.g., transmits voice, data, 
faX, video, etc., or receives the registration signal having the 
strongest signal strength measurement. In most cases, the 
serving Base Station is the Base Station With the strongest 
signal strength measurement and/or closest to the mobile 
telephone. 

In step 340, the Mobile SWitching Center uses the MIN to 
determine Whether the mobile-telephone 70 is a roaming 
mobile-telephone or a home mobile-telephone. If the 
mobile-telephone 70 is a home mobile-telephone, the ?oW 
chart continues to step 350 Where the Mobile SWitching 
Center uses its Home Location Register to determine 
Whether the mobile-telephone 70 is an authoriZed mobile 
telephone. If the mobile-telephone 70 is a roaming mobile 
telephone, the ?oWchart 300 continues to step 360 Where the 
Mobile SWitching Center determines the mobile-telephone’s 
Home System using the MIN and, in step 370, checks With 
the mobile-telephone’s Home System to determine Whether 
the mobile-telephone 70 is an authoriZed mobile-telephone. 
Speci?cally, in step 370, the Mobile SWitching Center 
transmits to the mobile-telephone’s Home System an autho 
riZation request containing the MIN and a Roaming System 
identi?er indicating the identity of the Roaming System 
submitting the authoriZation request. The mobile 
telephone’s Home System uses its Home Location Register 
to determine Whether the mobile-telephone associated With 
the MIN in the authoriZation request is an authoriZed 
mobile-telephone. The result of such determination is 
returned to the Roaming System. Note that the Roaming 
System identi?er is stored in the Home Location Register of 
the Home System as part of step 370. If the mobile 
telephone 70 is an authoriZed mobile-telephone, then regis 
tration is successful. OtherWise registration is unsuccessful 
and the services of the Wireless communication system are 
denied to the mobile-telephone. In one embodiment, the 
registration result is transmitted as a signal S3 from the 
Mobile SWitching Center to the serving Base Station Where 
the Base Station re-transmits the signal S3 (as a signal S4) 
to the mobile-telephone, as shoWn in FIG. 2a. Note that an 
attempt by a mobile-telephone to autonomously register, in 
one embodiment, is deemed to have been served by the 
Wireless communication system in Which it attempted to 
register. 
Upon successful registration, the mobile-telephone is 

ready to initiate or receive phone calls. Whenever the 
mobile-telephone is engaged initiating or receiving phone 
calls, the mobile-telephone is in the idle call state. As long 
as the mobile-telephone remains in the idle call state, the 
Wireless communication system typically requires the 
mobile-telephone to re-register at predetermined intervals. If 
the mobile-telephone does not re-register Within the prede 
termined intervals, the Wireless communication system can 
assume the call state of the mobile-telephone has change to 
“off” or “out-of-range.” Re-registration is not typically 
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required if the mobile-telephone is or has recently been in a 
conversation call state. In one embodiment, a mobile 
telephone is in the conversation call state upon successful 
initiation or reception of a phone call. Initiating a phone call 
involves a mobile-telephone transmission of a signal S5, as 
shoWn in FIG. 2a, via the set-up overhead channel to the 
Base Station, Wherein the signal S5 includes the mobile 
telephone’s MIN and a destination phone number. The Base 
Station subsequently transmits a signal S6, Which includes 
the destination phone number, to the Mobile SWitching 
Center Where it is used to complete the phone call over the 
Public Telephone SWitching Network. Receiving a phone 
call involves a Base Station transmission (or signal), i.e., 
signal transmitted from a Base Station, of an incoming 
phone call signal, e.g., telephone ring, via the set-up over 
head channel to the mobile-telephone. Initiation and recep 
tion of a phone call further involve assignment of a voice 
channel, a time slot and/or a code, thereby specifying the 
manner in Which voice, data, faX, video, etc. are transmitted 
over the air. As mentioned earlier, this voice channel infor 
mation is stored in the Visitor Location Register of the 
Wireless communication system serving the mobile 
telephone. 

The present invention alloWs for the location of a mobile 
telephone Whether the mobile-telephone is in a Home Sys 
tem or a Roaming System. Furthermore, the present inven 
tion can locate a mobile-telephone that is idle, engaged in a 
conversation, or initiating a phone call. Referring to FIGS. 
4,4a,4b, there is shoWn a ?oWchart 400 illustrating the 
manner in Which one embodiment of the present invention 
locates a mobile-telephone that is idle or engaged in a 
conversation. In this embodiment, a user uses the Request 
System to submit a user location request to the Home 
System of the mobile-telephone to be located, Wherein the 
user location request is a message containing the MIN of the 
mobile-telephone to be located, a passWord and a request 
identi?er that identi?es the user location request. In one 
embodiment, the request identi?er indicates the Request 
System submitting the user location request. Note that the 
user location request may be set up by the Request System 
using a database administrative process. In this database 
administrative process, the Request System accesses a data 
base to determine the identity of the Home System from the 
MIN. It is also possible to require the user to specify the 
identity of the Home System. Further note that, in another 
embodiment, the Request System can submit the user loca 
tion request directly to the Roaming System that is serving 
the mobile-telephone to be located if the Request System 
can determine the identity of the Roaming System. For 
example, the Request System can determine the identity of 
the Roaming System by using the contents of the Home 
Location Register of the Home System or another database 
that knoWs the identity of the Wireless communication 
system serving the mobile-telephone to be located. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4, in step 405, the Location sub-System 

of the Home System receives the user location request and, 
in step 410, checks the user’s pro?le for a valid passWord 
using the Location AuthoriZation Center to determine 
Whether the user location request is authoriZed, e.g., checks 
the MIN-passWord pair in the user location request for a 
matching MIN-passWord pair in the Location Authorization 
Center. If the user location request is not authoriZed, the 
Location sub-System returns to the Request System, in step 
415, a non-authoriZation message indicating that the user 
location request is denied. OtherWise the Location sub 
System continues to step 420 Where the Location sub 
System uses the MIN and/or the Home Location Register to 
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8 
determine Whether the mobile-telephone to be located Was 
last served by the Home System or a Roaming System. If the 
mobile-telephone to be located Was last served by the Home 
System, the ?oWchart 400 continues to step 422 Where the 
Location sub-System determines Whether to cause the Home 
System to transmit an audit signal, Which is a message that 
includes the MIN of the mobile-telephone to be located and 
indicates to the mobile-telephone corresponding to the MIN 
to respond to the audit signal. Speci?cally, the Location 
sub-System uses the call state information contained in the 
Visitor Location Register to determine Whether to cause the 
transmission of the audit signal. If the call state of the 
mobile-telephone is idle or conversation, then the Location 
sub-System causes the Home System in step 424 to transmit 
an audit signal from the serving Base Station via an over 
head channel to the mobile-telephone. If the call state of the 
mobile-telephone is off or out-of-range, then the audit signal 
is not transmitted and the ?oWchart 400 continues to step 
423 Where the Location Process determines the location of 
the mobile-telephone using the calling information corre 
sponding to the most recent transmission received from the 
mobile-telephone of interest, Which is stored in its Visitor 
Location Register. 

In one embodiment, the overhead channel used to trans 
mit the audit signal depends on the call state of the mobile 
telephone. If the mobile-telephone is idle, then the audit 
signal is transmitted via the set-up overhead channel. If the 
mobile-telephone is engaged in a conversation, then the 
audit signal is transmitted via the voice overhead channel 
associated With the voice channel assigned to the mobile 
telephone (When the mobile-telephone is in the conversation 
call state). 
Upon receipt of the audit signal, the mobile-telephone 

responds in step 430 by transmitting a con?rmation signal, 
Which is a signal that can be used to locate the mobile 
telephone 70. Note that, in one embodiment, the poWer level 
of the con?rmation signal may be increase to permit more 
Base Stations to receive the con?rmation signal. In an 
alternate embodiment of the present invention, the con?r 
mation signal is a signal that includes the MIN of the 
mobile-telephone to be located and that Will enhance the 
accuracy of the location system. Referring to FIG. 5, there 
is shoWn an eXample of a con?rmation signal 80 that Will 
enhance the accuracy of the location system. As shoWn in 
FIG. 5, the con?rmation signal 80 is a broadband digital 
signal With a predictable Waveform that makes the con?r 
mation signal easier for Wireless communication systems to 
detect, thereby enhancing the accuracy of the mobile 
telephone’s location. Note that this concept is based on the 
Well-known Kramer-Rao loWer bound technique Which is 
used to describe accuracy in positioning systems as a 
function signal bandWidth. Compare the con?rmation signal 
80 to the analog signal 72 in FIG. 5. Although the poWer of 
the tWo signals are identical, the bandWidth of the con?r 
mation signal 80 is much greater than the bandWidth of the 
analog signal 72. The con?rmation signal can be transmitted 
from the mobile-telephone to the Base Station via a set-up 
overhead channel, a voice overhead channel, or a voice 
channel. In one embodiment, the con?rmation signal is 
transmitted via the overhead channel that Was used to 
transmit the audit signal. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the 
con?rmation signal is a broadband digital signal having a 
knoWn or predetermined code With a bit rate of X bits per 
second. In this embodiment, the base stations include a 
correlator or matched ?lter to determine the time of arrival 
Within a bit time period, thereby providing improved accu 
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racy over narroWband con?rmation signals. The known or 
predetermined code is easier to detect because of the 
improved error tolerance of a receiver using the correlator or 
matched ?lter. Note that in this embodiment, the audit signal 
may include the code to be transmitted in the con?rmation 
signal, or the con?rmation signal may include a standard 
code. 

In step 435, the con?rmation signal is received and time 
stamped by Base Stations in the serving and neighboring 
cells, such as cells 60-1,60-2,60-3. In step 440, the MIN, 
receive times, channel information, and cell and sector 
identi?ers are subsequently transmitted by the Base Stations 
to the Mobile SWitching Center Where the information is 
stored in the Home System’s Visitor Location Register. In 
step 445, the Location sub-System uses the information 
received and collected in steps 435—440 by certain Base 
Stations to determine the location of the mobile-telephone. 
For example, in TDOA, the receive times of the con?rma 
tion signal collected by the Base Stations that form a triangle 
about the mobile-telephone are used to determine the loca 
tion of the mobile-telephone—e.g., Base Stations 60-1,60 
2,60-3. This technique is commonly referred to as triangu 
lation. In one embodiment, the location of the mobile 
telephone is expressed using a latitude, a longitude, an 
accuracy assessment in terms of radial error or multidimen 
sional error, and a speed and heading of the mobile 
telephone using multiple location determinations. Upon 
determining the location of the mobile-telephone, the ?oW 
chart 400 continues to step 495 Where the location of the 
mobile-telephone is returned to the Request System. 

Referring back to FIG. 4, if the mobile-telephone is a 
roaming mobile-telephone, the ?oWchart goes from step 420 
to step 450 Where the Location sub-System uses the Home 
Location Register to determine the identity of the Roaming 
System. Upon such determination, the Location sub-System 
of the Home System sends a home location request via the 
Public Telephone SWitching Network to the serving Roam 
ing System, in step 455, Wherein the home location request 
is a message containing the request identi?er, the MIN, and 
a Home System identi?er. In one embodiment, the home 
location request further contains an authoriZation code indi 
cating that the original user location request is authoriZed. 
The Location sub-System of the Roaming System, in step 
460, receives the home location request and, in steps 
462—485, processes the home location request in substan 
tially the same manner as the Location sub-System of the 
Home System in steps 422—445. In step 490, a reply to the 
home location request is returned by the Roaming System to 
the Home System via the Public Telephone SWitching 
NetWork, Wherein the reply contains the location of the 
mobile-telephone and the request identi?er. In step 692, the 
Location sub-System of the Home System receives the reply 
and, in step 495, returns the mobile-telephone’s location to 
the Request System. 
As mentioned earlier, the present invention can determine 

the location of a mobile-telephone When the mobile 
telephone initiates a phone call. In one, the Location sub 
System monitors the set-up overhead channels and deter 
mines Whether a particular mobile-telephone is to be located 
using the information transmitted via the set-up overhead 
channel. For example, the Location sub-System may locate 
all mobile-telephones initiating emergency 911 phone calls 
or another predetermined phone number. Or the Location 
sub-System may locate mobile-telephones initiating emer 
gency 911 phone calls if the mobile-telephone has associated 
a predetermined MIN, sequence of characters, or other 
identi?er. Upon determination of the mobile-telephone’s 
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location, the Location sub-System reports the results to the 
appropriate agency or user. 

In one embodiment, mobile-telephone users may used the 
Location sub-System to determine request their location. In 
this embodiment, the mobile-telephone user transmits a 
location code via the set-up channel that Will indicate to the 
Location sub-system (or Wireless communication system) to 
determine the location of the transmitting mobile 
telephone—that is, the Location sub-System monitoring the 
set-up channel Will automatically knoW to determine the 
location of the mobile-telephone transmitting the location 
code. Upon determination of the mobile-telephone user’s 
location, the location information can be transmitted to the 
mobile-telephone user via a voice channel by an operator or 
automated voice system, or via an overhead channel as a text 
message to be readable from a display on the mobile 
telephone. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
considerable detail With reference to certain embodiments, 
other versions are possible. Therefore, the spirit and scope of 
the present invention should not be limited to the description 
of the embodiments contained herein. 
We claim: 
1. A Wireless location system for locating a mobile 

telephone comprising: 
a plurality of base stations associated With cells, each of 

the base stations having a transmitter for transmitting 
an audit signal that indicates to a particular mobile 
telephone to respond With a con?rmation signal, a 
receiver for receiving the con?rmation signal transmit 
ted from the mobile-telephone, and a time indicator for 
recording a receive time of the con?rmation signal; and 

a location system that determines a location of the mobile 
telephone using the receive times of the con?rmation 
signal at one or more of the plurality of base stations, 
the location system being operable to cause a base 
station to transmit the audit signal via a voice overhead 
channel or a voice channel if the mobile-telephone is in 
a conversation call state. 

2. The system of claim 1, Wherein the location system is 
operable to cause a base station nearest to the mobile 
telephone to transmit the audit signal. 

3. The system of claim 1, Wherein the location system 
uses the receive times of the con?rmation signal at the 
plurality of base stations nearest the mobile-telephone to 
determine the location of the mobile-telephone. 

4. The system of claim 1, Wherein the location system is 
operable to cause a base station to transmit the audit signal 
via a set-up overhead channel if the mobile-telephone is in 
an idle call state. 

5. The system of claim 1, Wherein the time indicators of 
each base stations are time synchroniZed With respect to the 
time indicators of each of the other base stations. 

6. The system of claim 5, Wherein the time indicators are 
time synchroniZed to Within nanosecond levels of the time 
indicators of each of the other base stations. 

7. The system of claim 1, Wherein the location system 
determines the location of the mobile-telephone using a 
difference in receive times of the con?rmation signal at one 
or more of the plurality of base stations. 

8. The system of claim 1, Wherein the location system 
determines the location of the mobile-telephone using a 
direction of arrival and the receive times for the con?rma 
tion signal at one or more of the plurality of base stations. 

9. The system of claim 1, Wherein the time indicator 
records a transmission time of the audit signal. 

10. The system of claim 9, Wherein the location system 
determines the location of the mobile-telephone using the 
transmission time of the audit signal. 
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11. A system for locating a mobile-telephone comprising: 
a ?rst Wireless communication system having 

a ?rst database containing receive times of at least one 
signal transmitted by a mobile-telephone signals and 
received by a plurality of base stations in the ?rst 
Wireless communication system, and last knoWn 
server information indicating an identity of a Wire 
less communication system last knoWn to serve the 
mobile-telephone, and 

a ?rst location system that determines a location of the 
mobile-telephone using the receive times in the ?rst 
database if the last knoWn server information indi 
cates the ?rst Wireless communication system, 
Wherein the ?rst location system determines the 
location of the mobile telephone using a second 
database belonging to a second Wireless communi 
cation system if the last knoWn server information 
indicates the second Wireless communication 
system, the second database containing receive times 
of at least one signal transmitted by the mobile 
telephone and received by a plurality of base stations 
in the second Wireless communication system. 

12. The system of claim 11 further comprising: 
a second Wireless communication system having a second 

database containing receive times of at least one signal 
transmitted by the mobile-telephone signals and 
received by a plurality of base stations in the second 
Wireless communication system, the ?rst location sys 
tem using the receive times in the second database if the 
last knoWn server information indicates the second 
Wireless communication system. 

13. The system of claim 11 further comprising: 
a second Wireless communication system having a second 

database and a second location system, the second 
database containing receive times of at least one signal 
transmitted by the mobile-telephone signals and 
received by a plurality of base stations in the second 
Wireless communication system, the second location 
system determining the location of the mobile 
telephone using the receive times in the second data 
base if the last knoWn server information indicates the 
second Wireless communication system. 

14. The system of claim 11 further comprising: 
a request system for permitting a user to submit a user 

location request to the ?rst Wireless communication 
system, the user location request containing informa 
tion identifying the mobile-telephone. 

15. The system of claim 11 further comprising: 
a location authoriZation center for determining Whether a 

user location request is authoriZed. 
16. The system of claim 1, Wherein the receiver receives 

at least one other signal transmitted by the mobile 
telephone, and the location system determines the location 
of the mobile-telephone if the other signals contains a 
predetermined code. 

17. The system of claim 1, Wherein the receiver receives 
at least one other signal transmitted by the mobile 
telephone, the time indicator records receive times of the 
other signals, and the location system determines the loca 
tion of the mobile-telephone using the receive times of the 
other signal at one or more of the plurality of base stations. 

18. The system of claim 17, Wherein the location system 
determines the location of the mobile-telephone if the other 
signal contains a predetermined code. 

19. A Wireless location system for locating a mobile 
telephone comprising: 

12 
a plurality of base stations associated With cells, each of 

the base stations having a transmitter for transmitting 
an audit signal that indicates to a particular mobile 
telephone to respond With a con?rmation signal, a 
receiver for receiving the con?rmation signal transmit 
ted from the mobile-telephone, and a time indicator for 
recording a receive time of the con?rmation signal; and 

a location system that determines a location of the mobile 
telephone using the receive times of the con?rmation 
signal at one or more of the plurality of base stations, 
Wherein the location system transmits the location of 
the mobile-telephone to the mobile-telephone. 

20. The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

10 

15 
a database that contains the receive times of at least one 

signal transmitted by the mobile-telephone and 
received by one or more of the plurality of base 

stations, the location system determining the location 
of the mobile-telephone using the receive times in the 
database. 

21. A Wireless location system for locating a mobile 
telephone comprising: 

20 

a plurality of base stations associated With cells, each of 
the base stations having a transmitter for transmitting 
an audit signal that indicates to a particular mobile 
telephone to respond With a con?rmation signal, a 
receiver for receiving the con?rmation signal transmit 
ted from the mobile-telephone, and a time indicator for 
recording a receive time of the con?rmation signal; and 

30 

a location system that determines a location of the mobile 
telephone using the receive times of the con?rmation 
signal at one or more of the plurality of base stations, 
Wherein the location system determines the location of 
the mobile-telephone using the receive times in the 
database if the mobile-telephone is not transmitting any 
signal to at least one of the plurality of base stations. 

22. The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

35 

40 
a location authoriZation center for determining Whether 

the location system is authoriZed to locate the mobile 
telephone. 

23. Amethod for locating a mobile-telephone in a Wireless 
45 communication system comprising the steps of: 

transmitting When the mobile-telephone is in a conversa 
tion call state over a voice overhead channel or a voice 

channel an audit signal that indicates to a particular 
mobile-telephone to respond by transmitting a con?r 
mation signal; 

receiving the con?rmation signal at a plurality of base 
stations; 

recording receive times When the con?rmation signal 
55 arrives at the plurality of base stations; and 

determining a location of the mobile-telephone using the 
receive times of the con?rmation signal at the plurality 
of base stations. 

24. The method of claim 23, Wherein the audit signal is 
transmitted via a set-up overhead channel When the mobile 
telephone is in an idle call state. 

25. Amethod for locating a mobile-telephone comprising 
the steps of: 

determining Whether a particular mobile-telephone Was 
last served by a ?rst Wireless communication system 
using a ?rst database; and 

65 
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locating the mobile-telephone using receive times of a 
signal transmitted by the mobile-telephone and 
received by a plurality of base stations in the ?rst 
Wireless communication if the mobile-telephone Was 
determined to be last served by the ?rst Wireless 
communication system. 

26. The method of claim 25 comprising the additional step 
of: 

receiving a location of the mobile-telephone from a 
second Wireless communication system if the mobile 
telephone Was determined to be last served by the 
second Wireless communication system. 

10 

14 
27. A system for locating a mobile-telephone comprising: 
a database containing information identifying a Wireless 

communication system last knoWn to serve a particular 
mobile-telephone; and 

a request system for submitting a location request to the 
Wireless communication system identi?ed in the data 
base as being last knoWn to serve the mobile-telephone. 

28. The system of claim 27 further comprising: 
a location authoriZation center for determining Whether 

the location request is authoriZed. 

* * * * * 
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