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(57) ABSTRACT 

A mobile IP communication scheme in Which the mobile 
computer can be operated using the mobile communication 
protocol such as Mobile IP even in the case Where the home 
netWork is operated by the dynamic address allocation 
protocol such as DHCP is disclosed. The current location 
registration message to be transmitted by the mobile com 
puter from the visited site to the mobile computer manage 
ment device contains an information indicating that the 
dynamic address allocation has been received at the home 
netWork and an information capable of identifying the 
mobile computer, and the mobile computer management 
device carries out exchanges With the dynamic address 
management server on behalf of the mobile computer, so 
that the mobile computer Which has received the dynamic 
address allocation at the home netWork can be operated at 
the visited site by using the mobile communication protocol. 

9 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets 
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MOBILE IP COMMUNICATION SCHEME 
USING DYNAMIC ADDRESS ALLOCATION 

PROTOCOL 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
09/253,128 ?led Feb. 19, 1999 now US. Pat. No. 6,510,153. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a mobile computer device 

capable of carrying out communications While moving 
among a plurality of inter-connected networks, and a mobile 
computer management device for managing a moving loca 
tion information of the mobile computer and transferring 
packets destined to the mobile computer to a current location 
of the mobile computer, as Well as a mobile computer 
management method and a communication control method 
suitable for these devices. 

2. Description of the Background Art 
In conjunction With availability of a computer system in 

smaller siZe and loWer cost and a more enriched netWork 
environment, the use of computer system has been rapidly 
expanded into variety of ?elds, and there is also a transition 
from a centraliZed system to a distributed system. In this 
regard, in recent years, because of the advance and spread of 
the computer netWork technology in addition to the progress 
and improved performance of the computer system itself, it 
has become possible to realiZe not only a sharing of 
resources such as ?les and printers Within an office but also 
communications (electronic mail, electronic neWs, ?le trans 
fer etc.) With outside of an of?ce or organiZation, and these 
communications are noW Widely used. 

In particular, in recent years, the use of the World’s largest 
computer netWork called “Internet” has become very 
popular, and there are neW computer businesses for con 
necting to the Internet and utiliZing open information and 
services, or for providing information and services to exter 
nal users Who make accesses through the Internet. In 
addition, neW technology is developed in relation to the use 
of the Internet. 

Also, in conjunction With the spread of such netWorks, 
there are technological developments regarding the mobile 
computing. In the mobile computing, a user carries along a 
portable computer terminal and makes communications 
While moving over netWorks. In some cases, the user may 
change a location on a netWork While continuing the 
communication, so that there is a need for a scheme that 
manages a changing address of a mobile computer on a 
netWork during such a communication in order to route the 
communication content correctly. 

In general, in a case of realiZing the mobile computing, a 
router (home agent) for managing the visiting site informa 
tion of the mobile computer is provided at a netWork (home 
netWork) to Which the mobile computer belongs, and When 
the mobile computer is aWay from the home netWork, the 
mobile computer sends a registration message for indicating 
a current location to this home agent. When this registration 
message is received, the transmission of data destined to the 
mobile computer is realiZed by capturing it by the home 
agent of the mobile computer, and carrying out the data 
routing control With respect to the mobile computer by 
encapsulating an IP packet destined to an original address of 
the mobile computer Within a packet destined to a current 
location address of the mobile computer. 

For example, in FIG. 1, this role is played by a home agent 
(HA) 5 in a case Where the mobile computer 2 that originally 
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2 
belongs to the home netWork 1a moves to another netWork 
1b and carries out the communication With another computer 
(correspondent host: CH) 3 Within the other netWork 1c. 
This is a scheme called Mobile IP Which is currently in a 
process of being standardiZed by the mobile-IP Working 
group of the IETF Which is the standardiZing organiZation 
for the Internet (see, IETF RFC 2002, IP mobility support 
(C. Perkins)). 
NoW, in the Mobile IP scheme, the mobile transparency of 

the mobile computer on the IP netWorks is supported by 
continually using a ?Xed address assigned at a netWork 
(home netWork) to Which the mobile computer originally 
belongs even at visited sites. This address Will be referred to 
as a home address. When the mobile computer moves to a 
neW visited site, the mobile computer sends a current 
location registration message as shoWn in FIG. 2 to the home 
agent, according to the speci?cation of RFC 2002. In FIG. 
2, “Home Address” is the home address of the mobile 
computer, “Care-of Address” is a temporal address for 
receiving packets transferred from the home agent at the 
visited site netWork, Which is to be used as a destination 
address to be attached to an outer header of (encapsulated) 
data to be transferred from the home agent. 

Namely, in order to carry out communications according 
to the Mobile IP of RFC 2002, tWo addresses of (1) a ?Xed 
home address of the home netWork, and (2) a Care-of 
address allocated at the visited site netWork, are necessary. 
On the other hand, as far as the address management 

scheme at the home netWork is concerned, it Was common 
to allocate addresses ?Xedly to PCs or Workstations provided 
at the home netWork, but due to the spread of portable PCs 
and also in order to simplify the address management, it is 
noW rather normal to allocate addresses dynamically to hosts 
using a method called DHCP (Dynamic Host Con?guration 
Protocol) (see RFC 1541 and 2131). 

In the DHCP, IP addresses are dynamically allocated by a 
DHCP server in response to a request from each host, from 
a certain address region that is reserved in advance. 

If the home site of the mobile computer Which moves 
While using the Mobile IP is operated by this DHCP, there 
is no guarantee for being capable of acquiring a speci?c IP 
address again When the mobile computer is re-connected at 
the visited site or the mobile computer moves to another 
subnet. Also, there can be cases Where, after the mobile 
computer moves, another host uses an IP address that has 
been used by the mobile computer up until then, so that it is 
dif?cult to use the address allocated by the DHCP as a home 
address of the Mobile IP according to the conventional 
speci?cation of RFC 2002 alone. 
Thus in the conventional Mobile IP scheme, if the home 

netWork of the mobile computer is operated by the dynamic 
address allocation such as DHCP, there is a difficulty When 
the mobile computer tries to re-connect after moving to the 
visited site, in that there is no guarantee for continually using 
an address that has been allocated at the home site up until 
then. In particular, in the case of carrying out home address 
dependent communication processing at the visited site, 
such communications become impossible When the home 
address is changed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a mobile IP communication scheme in Which the mobile 
computer can be operated using the mobile communication 
protocol such as Mobile IP even in the case Where the home 
netWork is operated by the dynamic address allocation 
protocol such as DHCP. 
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According to one aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a mobile computer management device for man 
aging a moving location information of a mobile computer 
Which is capable of carrying out communications While 
moving among inter-connected networks, and transferring 
packets destined to the mobile computer to a current location 
of the mobile computer, the mobile computer management 
device comprising: a reception unit for receiving a location 
registration message containing a ?rst information on the 
current location of the mobile computer, a second informa 
tion indicating that the mobile computer has received a 
dynamic address allocation at a home netWork, and a third 
information capable of identifying the mobile computer, 
from the mobile computer at a visited site outside the home 
netWork; a transmission unit for transmitting a request 
message for requesting a re-allocation of a dynamic address 
indicated by the third information contained in the location 
registration message received by the reception unit, to an 
address management server of the home netWork; and a 
response unit for generating a registration response message 
re?ecting a response to the request message from the address 
management server, and returning the registration response 
message to the mobile computer. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a mobile computer management device for 
managing a moving location information of a mobile com 
puter Which is capable of carrying out communications 
While moving among inter-connected netWorks, and trans 
ferring packets destined to the mobile computer to a current 
location of the mobile computer, the mobile computer 
management device comprising: a proxy processing unit for 
receiving a prescribed message from the mobile computer, 
and transmitting a request message for requesting not to 
allocate a dynamic address allocated to the mobile computer 
at the home netWork to another computer for a prescribed 
period of time to an address management server of the home 
netWork; a reception unit for receiving a location registration 
message containing information on the current location of 
the mobile computer and information capable of identifying 
the mobile computer, from the mobile computer at a visited 
site outside the home netWork; and a response unit for 
returning a response message to the mobile computer in 
response to the location registration message such that the 
mobile computer can carry out mobile communications 
using the dynamic address allocated to the mobile computer 
at the home netWork. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a mobile computer device capable of carrying 
out communications While moving among inter-connected 
netWorks, the mobile computer device comprising: a trans 
mission unit for transmitting a location registration message 
containing a ?rst information on a current location of the 
mobile computer device, a second information indicating 
that the mobile computer device has received a dynamic 
address allocation at a home netWork, and a third informa 
tion capable of identifying the mobile computer device, 
from a visited site outside the home netWork to a mobile 
computer management device provided at the home netWork 
for transferring packets destined to the mobile computer 
device to the current location of the mobile computer device; 
and a mobile communication setting unit for receiving a 
response message returned from the mobile computer man 
agement device Which carried out a dynamic address 
re-allocation processing in response to the location registra 
tion message, and making a setting for mobile communica 
tions according to a response code contained in the response 
message. 
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4 
According to another aspect of the present invention there 

is provided a mobile computer device capable of carrying 
out communications While moving among inter-connected 
netWorks Which includes a mobile computer management 
device provided at a home netWork of the mobile computer 
device for transferring packets destined to the mobile com 
puter device to a current location of the mobile computer 
device, the mobile computer device comprising: a transmis 
sion unit for transmitting a message for requesting not to 
allocate a dynamic address allocated to the mobile computer 
device at the home netWork to another computer for a 
prescribed period of time, to an address management server 
of the home netWork or the mobile computer management 
device; and a mobile communication unit for exchanging 
messages With the mobile computer management device and 
carrying out mobile communications using the dynamic 
address allocated to the mobile computer device at the home 
netWork, after the mobile computer device moved outside 
the home netWork. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a mobile computer device capable of carrying 
out communications While moving among inter-connected 
netWorks, the mobile computer device comprising: a judging 
unit for judging a type of communications to be carried out 
as either mobile communications from a visited site outside 
a home netWork through a mobile computer management 
device provided at the home netWork for transferring pack 
ets destined to the mobile computer device to a current 
location of the mobile computer device, or direct commu 
nications With a correspondent; and a packet transmission 
unit for transmitting transmission packets by entering a 
dynamic address allocated to the mobile computer device at 
the home netWork into a source address of the transmission 
packets When the judging unit judges that the mobile com 
munications are to be carried out, or by entering a dynamic 
address allocated to the mobile computer device at the 
visited site netWork into a source address of the transmission 
packets When the judging unit judges that the direct com 
munications are to be carried out. 

Note also that each aspect of the present invention 
described herein as a feature of a mobile computer manage 
ment device or a mobile computer device can be also 
conceived as a feature of a mobile computer management 
method or a communication control method, or as a feature 

of an article of manufacture storing programs for causing the 
computer to function as the mobile computer management 
device or the mobile computer device. 

Other features and advantages of the present invention 
Will become apparent from the folloWing description taken 
in conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram shoWing an exemplary 
basic con?guration of a communication system according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram shoWing one exemplary format of a 
registration message according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a diagram shoWing one exemplary format of a 
registration response message according to one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram shoWing one exemplary 
con?guration of a communication system according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram shoWing an exemplary con 
?guration of a home agent according to one embodiment of 
the present invention. 


























