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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
PROMPTING A REVERSE CHANNEL
RESPONSE FROM RECEIVER IN A DIGITAL
BROADCAST SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Related subject matter is disclosed and claimed in
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/695,226 of
Paul D. Marko et al filed even date herewith for “Method
and Apparatus for Employing Stored Content at Receivers to
Improve Efficiency of Broadcast System Bandwidth Use”;
in co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/695,081 of
Paul D. Marko et al filed even date herewith for “Method
and Apparatus for Controlling User Access and Decryption
of Locally Stored Content at Receivers in a Digital Broad-
cast System”; co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/695,228 of Paul D. Marko et al filed even date herewith
for “Method and Apparatus for Implementing File Transfers
to Receivers in a Digital Broadcast System”; in co-pending
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/695,139 of Paul D.
Marko et al filed even date herewith for “Method and
Apparatus for Providing On-Demand Access of Stored Con-
tent at a Receiver in a Digital Broadcast System”; in
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/388,926,
filed by Hien D. Ma et al on Nov. 4, 1999; and in co-pending
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/433,862, filed by Paul D.
Marko et al on Nov. 4, 1999; all of said applications being
expressly incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to an apparatus and
method for prompting receivers in a digital broadcast system
to generate a response via a reverse channel on a second
digital transmission system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Satellite digital audio radio service (SDARS), a satellite
broadcast service established by the U.S. Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC), has been proposed using
satellite transmission of digital audio programs to radio
receivers. The radio receivers can be stationary receivers
(i.e., with a receiver antenna pointed for optimal line of sight
(LOS) reception from a satellite) or mobile receivers (e.g.,
a receiver that is hand-carried by a user or is mounted in a
vehicle).

A digital broadcast system such as an SDARS system is
advantageous for its cost-effectiveness in providing the same
content to a plurality of receivers. A receiver in a digital
broadcast system, however, is somewhat limited in opera-
tion in that it cannot transmit signals. While a two-way
communication system provides terminal-to-terminal com-
munication (Le., each device has a receive and a transmit
capability), it is not cost-effective to deliver the same content
or message to these terminals via separate call connections.
For example, an operator of a fleet of vehicles may wish to
have each vehicle transmit its mileage to the fleet operator.
While a broadcast message to request a response regarding
mileage can be transmitted relatively inexpensively to each
vehicle in the fleet via a broadcast system, receivers in the
broadcast system have no means with which to respond with
a message relating to current mileage on the vehicle. Further,
it is preferable to not waste the revenue generating band-
width of a secondary system such as a cellular telephone
system with the same message request repeated over mul-
tiple call connections.
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2

Accordingly, a need exists for receivers which can receive
broadcast signals from a satellite and/or terrestrial-based
digital broadcast system that provides SDARS, for example,
but which also have a transmit capability. Accordingly, a
need exists for a digital broadcast system receiver, which can
operate in conjunction with a second communication system
such as a cellular telecommunications system. For example,
it would be advantageous to equip a vehicle with an SDARS
receiver for one-way broadcast reception of audio programs,
maps, weather and travel advisory information, among other
content, and a mobile telephone for two-way communica-
tion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, the above-
described advantages are realized by a receiver configured to
receive broadcast signals from a digital broadcast system,
and to transmit signals via a second communication system
that provides the receiver with a reverse channel communi-
cation path.

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, a broadcast station transmits a message to one or
more selected receivers instructing the receivers to generate
and transmit a response to another device or system via a
communication system having a transmit capability.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present
invention, a receiver comprises a system controller that is
configured to convert a response to a broadcast message into
a signal for transmission to a device having a transmit
capability (e.g., a cellular telephone, a pager, a facsimile
machine, and so on).

In accordance with still yet another aspect of the present
invention, the system controller communicates with
telematics-enabled devices such as devices with a transmit
capability via an in-vehicle communication bus connected to
a vehicle network hub.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The various aspects, advantages and novel features of the
present invention will be more readily comprehended from
the following detailed description when read in conjunction
with the appended drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an SDARS system constructed in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary radio broadcast transmis-
sion;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a receiver constructed in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates an SDARS system in which receivers
are provided with a transmit function via another commu-
nications system in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. § is a flow chart depicting a sequence of operations
for using a secondary communications system in an SDARS
system for transmission from the receivers in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

Throughout the drawing figures, like reference numerals
will be understood to refer to like parts and components.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 depicts a satellite broadcast system 10, which
comprises at least one geostationary satellite 12, for
example, for line of sight (LOS) satellite signal reception at
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receiver units indicated generally at 14. The satellite broad-
cast system 10 can be used for SDARS, for example.
Another geostationary satellite 16 at a different orbital
position is provided for diversity purposes. One or more
terrestrial repeaters 17 can be provided to repeat satellite
signals from one of the satellites in geographic areas where
LOS reception is obscured by tall buildings, hills and other
obstructions. It is to be understood that different numbers of
satellites can be used, and satellites in other types of orbits
can be used. Alternatively, a broadcast signal can be sent
using only a terrestrial transmission system.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a receiver unit 14 can be
configured for stationary use (e.g., on a subscriber’s
premises), or mobile use (e.g., portable use or mobile use in
a vehicle), or both. A control center 18 is provided for
telemetry, tracking and control of the satellites 12 and 16. A
programming center 20 is provided to generate and transmit
a composite data stream via the satellites 12 and 16 which
comprises a plurality of payload channels.

The programming center 20 is configured to obtain con-
tent from different sources and providers which can com-
prise both analog and digital information such as audio,
video, data, program label information, auxiliary
information, and so on. For example, the programming
center 20 can provide SDARS having on the order of 100
different program channels to transmit different types of
music programs (e.g., jazz, classical, rock, religious,
country, and so on) and news programs (e.g., regional,
national political, financial and sports). The SDARS can also
provide emergency information, travel advisory
information, educational programs, and the like.

The types of content to be provided in a payload channel
is determined manually or automatically via a computer,
based on contractual and financial arrangements with infor-
mation providers, and demographic and financial decisions
determining the types of programming to be provided via the
program center 20. In addition, a payload channel 30 can
comprise plural service components to provide a plurality of
different services. For example, a number of service com-
ponents in a payload channel can be related to the same
service and can include an audio component and a video
and/or a digital data stream comprising auxiliary
information, or another audio component to insert advertis-
ing information relating to the audio or video program In
accordance with the present invention, the revenue-
generating ability of a broadcast system is enhanced by
allowing the broadcast system 10 to transmit messages
requesting information from a mobile platform. The receiv-
ers 14 are configured in accordance with the present inven-
tion to operate with other devices on the mobile platform to
obtain the requested information and to transmit the infor-
mation via another communication system such as a cellular
telephone system.

An exemplary composite data stream 30 is illustrated in
FIG. 2. The system 10 can broadcast a composite data
stream 30 generated, for example, by time division multi-
plexing a plurality of broadcast channels, along with other
data such as overhead data. In the illustrated example, the
composite data stream 30 comprises frames 32. Each of the
frames 32 is provided with a master frame synchronization
symbol 31, a slot control field 33 and a plurality of time slots
35 for transporting traffic channels (e.g., 256 time slots per
frame). The slot control field 33 comprises overhead data
such as channel-to-slot assignment data. The receivers are
therefore configured to demultiplex a received composite
data stream using the synchronization symbols and the slot
control field data to playback a selected one of the broadcast
channels.
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In accordance with the present invention, the composite
data stream 30 can also be used to transmit messages in the
broadcast channels which are directed to one or more
receivers 14 and which request a response from the
receiver(s). For example, a vehicle manufacturer may want
responses from vehicles having a selected model and year of
manufacture indicating mileage and other data relating to the
vehicle. A fleet operator may want to know where vehicles
in the fleet are presently located for distribution and trans-
portation planning purposes, or for security and theft recov-
ery purposes. Conventional receivers in a digital broadcast
system are not configured to respond to such a message
request because they have no back haul communication link
to the fleet operator, among others.

The messages in the transmitted data stream 30 can be
provided with headers that specify which receiver(s) are to
receive the message. Receivers 14 are preferably con-
structed as depicted in FIG. 3. The receiver 14 can be
provided with a local storage device 50 for storing at least
one identification code that is found in the headers of
messages directed to that receiver. The local storage device
50 can be any memory device that can store information in
a digital format and can include, but is not limited to, a
floppy disc, a hard disk, a compact disc (CD), a digital video
disc (DVD), an optical disc, random access memory (RAM),
a FLASH memory, a disk pack, digital audio tape (DAT), or
other medium for storage and retrieval of digital informa-
tion. The local storage device 50 can be provided within a
receiver 14 chassis or connected externally thereto.

With continued reference to FIG. 3, the receiver 14
comprises an antenna 52 for receiving a broadcast signal
from at least one of the satellites 12 and 16 and/or a
terrestrial repeater 17. As stated previously, the broadcast
signal can also originate from only a terrestrial transmission
system. A converter 55 is preferably provided which is
operable to perform radio frequency (RF) downconversion,
and any demodulation, synchronization, demultiplexing,
de-interleaving and decoding functions performed as part of
the transport layer at a broadcast station in the system 10,
and described in the afore-mentioned application Ser. No.
09/433,862, to obtain the baseband broadcast channels from
the broadcast composite data stream. The receiver 14 com-
prises a system controller 60 connected to a display 64 and
keypad 62 to allow a user to select a broadcast channel,
among other operations. In response to the user program
channel selection, the controller 60 provides control signals
to a demultiplexer 58 to select the corresponding broadcast
channel for output via a loudspeaker 66 or other output
device (e.g., a display or monitor).

As shown in FIG. 3, the converter 55 comprises an
RF-to-audio converter 54 and an RF-to-control data con-
verter 56 to extract, respectively, the traffic (e.g., an audio
program or message) and control data (e.g., headers) from
the received signal The traffic such as a selected audio
program is preferably provided to the output device 66 via
a signal multiplexer 59 as soon as the content thereof is
received and processed via the converter 55 and demulti-
plexer 58. Traffic such as a message intended for that
receiver is provided to the system controller 60 or the local
storage device 50.

In accordance with the present invention, the converter 55
removes headers from the received data stream and deter-
mines from the headers whether the content (e.g., a message)
is intended for that receiver 14. By way of an example,
headers of broadcast messages to receivers can include
broadcast identification codes or broadcast IDs. The broad-
cast IDs can indicate whether a message is intended for a
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selected receiver, or for one or more groups in which the
receiver is included (e.g., model/year of car owned by user
or in which receiver is used, users of selected products
and/or services, and the like), or for all receivers. For
example, a group broadcast ID can be assigned to a fleet of
vehicles such as cars belonging to a car rental agency or a
car manufacturer. A car manufacturer can use the file transfer
operation of the present invention to send car owners
maintenance reminders and advertisements for specials on
car services. The system controller 60 or the converter 55
stores selected broadcast IDs and uses the stored IDs to
determine which received content to discard and which
received content to capture.

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the system controller 60
of the receiver 14 is preferably in communication with an
in-vehicle network hub 80 that controls communication
between telematics-enabled devices in the vehicle such as a
cellular telephone 82, a GPS receiver 84, and a system
controller 86, among other devices (not shown) such as a
pager, a facsimile machine, the controller the vehicle engine
and other electronically controlled vehicle devices, and the
like. An in-vehicle communication bus indicated generally
at 88 can be a hardware bus or a wireless bus (e.g., using
Blue Tooth signaling). The system controller 86 is config-
ured to convert signals exchanged between the telematics-
enabled devices into a format that is understood by the
receiving device.

For example, a broadcast message can be sent to the
receiver 14 via the SDARS system 10 to instruct that
receiver to send a response message relating to mileage of
the vehicle to a fleet manager. In addition to a broadcast ID,
a header associated with the message can have auxiliary data
such as the address or identification code of a destination
device for the message (e.g., the GPS receiver 84). The
system controller 60 provides a signal relating to the
received broadcast message to the hub 80 which directs a
signal relating to the message to the system controller 86.
The system controller 86 can then obtain the requested
mileage data (e.g., from the engine controller) and provide
the data to a transmitting device such as a pager or a cellular
telephone via the hub 80. The transmitting device, in turn,
sends the requested information to the fleet manager. The
auxiliary data can also be used to instruct the receiver 14 to
not initiate a response signal instantaneously. In this manner,
the receivers in the fleet of vehicles will not all respond at
the same time and overburden the transmitting network or
the fleet manager with responses.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate another example of implementing
SDARS reverse channel service in accordance with the
present invention. The requested service is a response mes-
sage from one or a fleet of vehicles indicating vehicle
location. A response from one vehicle is described with
reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. A reverse channel service
controller 90 receives an information location request from
a fleet manager (not shown), for example (step 110). The
reverse channel service controller 90 provides the request to
an SDARS broadcast interface 92 connected to the SDARS
control center 18 (step 112). The request is associated with
a broadcast message identification code or broadcast mes-
sage ID, which is provided in the message broadcast via the
SDARS system 10 and in the response message generated
by the responding device to allow the reverse channel
service controller to associate the requested data, once it is
received, with the request therefor. The SDARS broadcast
interface 92 formats a message, including vehicle or receiver
identity, the type of information requested, and the broadcast
message ID, and provides the message to the SDARS

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

control center 18 (step 114). The control center 18 provides
a message corresponding to the information location request
into the composite data stream 30 for broadcast via a satellite
12 and/or satellite 16 or repeater 17 (steps 116 and 118).
With continued reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, the receivers
14 in the SDARS system 10 receive the composite data
stream 30 comprising the message. The receiver in the
illustrated example, to which the message is addressed,
detects the broadcast information request message using the
converter 55 or system controller 60 as described above in
connection with FIG. 3. The receiver 14 then routes the
message to the system controller 86 using the in-vehicle
network (e.g., the bus 88 and the hub 80) (step 120). The
system controller 86 detects the control message requesting
GPS information and sends the request for GPS information
to the GPS receiver 84 via the in-vehicle network (step 122).
The GPS receiver 84 provides current vehicle location
information to the system controller 86 via the in-vehicle
network (step 124). The system controller 86, in turn,
formats a response message including the broadcast message
ID, the requested GPS information and the telephone num-
ber of the entity requesting the information, and routes the
response message to the cellular telephone 82 via the
in-vehicle network (step 126). The cellular telephone 82
detects the response message and initiates a call using the
number provided therein (step 128). Accordingly, the cellu-
lar telephone initiates transfer of the broadcast message ID
and requested GPS information to the reverse channel
service center 90 via the cellular communications network
(i.e., the cellular site tower 100, the cellular switch 98 and
the cellular system interface 96) (step 130).
The present invention is advantageous because it uses
cost-effective broadcast transmission, but also allows for
additional revenue-generating signaling via a reverse chan-
nel. The SDARS system can therefore generate revenue not
only from subscriptions to broadcast service and payment
for broadcast advertisement and programming, but also from
commercial entities (e.g., fleet operators, automotive
manufacturers, among others) interested in using the reverse
channel operations of the present invention.
Although the present invention has been described with
reference to a preferred embodiment thereof, it will be
understood that the invention is not limited to the details
thereof. Various modifications and substitutions will occur
to those of ordinary skill in the art All such substitutions are
intended to be embraced within the scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method of providing a response channel from a
mobile platform in a digital broadcast system comprising:
generating a message comprising a request for informa-
tion from a mobile platform device and identification of
at least a selected one of receivers in said digital
broadcast system, said digital broadcast system being
operable to transmit a broadcast data stream comprising
a plurality of programs, said receivers being operable to
playback a selected one of said programs;

transmitting said message via said digital broadcast sys-
tem by inserting said message into said broadcast data
stream;

receiving said message at said receivers in said digital

broadcast system;

generating a command signal at said selected receiver in

response to said message;

providing said command signal to a network on said

mobile platform;
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transmitting said command signal to said mobile platform
device via said network;

generating a response signal from said mobile platform
device comprising said information; and

transmitting said response signal via a communication

system different from said digital broadcast system.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said gener-
ating step for generating a message comprises the step of
providing a broadcast message identifier in said message,
and said generating step for generating a response signal
comprises the step of providing said broadcast message
identifier in said response signal.

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said mobile
platform device is selected from the group consisting of a
cellular telephone, a GPS receiver, a position location
device, a pager, a facsimile machine, a vehicle engine
controller.

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said response
signal is sent via said network to a communication device
operable to transmit signals using said communication sys-
tem.

5. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein said mobile
platform is a vehicle, said network is a telematics bus
deployed in said vehicle, and said receiver can communicate
with said mobile platform device via said telematics bus.

6. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, wherein said message
comprises a control signal to instruct said mobile platform
device to delay transmission of said response signal a
selected amount of time.

7. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, wherein said message
comprises a destination identifier corresponding to said
mobile platform device.

8. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, wherein said message
can be provided with data to designate a selected group of
said receivers, said receivers being operable to examine said
data after said message is received to determine if said
message is directed thereto, said receivers generating said
command signal when said message is directed to them.

9. A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said selected
group of receivers corresponds to a fleet of vehicles, said
message being a fleet message selected from the group
consisting of a request for mileage, a reminder for vehicle
service, a request for vehicle location, a request for a
response from a vehicle having at least one of a selected
model and year of manufacture, and a request for selected
data from said vehicle.

10. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, wherein said message
comprises data relating to a system ordering said request.

11. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, wherein said message
comprises a telephone number of a system ordering said
request, said communication system being operable to use
said telephone number to provide said information to said
system.

12. A method of providing a response channel from a
mobile platform in a digital broadcast system, the digital
broadcast system being operable to transmit a broadcast data
stream comprising a plurality of program channels to
receivers, the receivers being configured for reception-only
operation to playback a selected one of the programs, the
method comprising the steps of:
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receiving said broadcast data stream at one of said
receivers, said broadcast data stream comprising at
least one message, said message comprising a request
for information from a mobile platform device con-
nected to a selected one of said receivers via at least one
of a wireless link and a wireline link, and identification
of the selected said receiver;

determining if said identification in said message corre-
sponds to said one of said receivers;

generating a command signal at said one of said receivers
in response to said message if said identification in said
message corresponds thereto;

transmitting said command signal to said mobile platform
device via said at least one of a wireless link and a
wireline link;

generating a response signal from said mobile platform
device comprising said information; and

transmitting said response signal via a communication
system different from said digital broadcast system.
13. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein said
message can be provided with data to designate a selected
one or a selected group of said receivers, and further
comprising the steps of:

examining said data at said one of said receivers after said
message is received to determine if said message is
directed thereto; and

generating said command signal when said message is

directed to said one of said receivers.

14. A method as claimed in claim 13, further comprising
the step of storing a plurality of identifiers at said one of said
receivers corresponding to respective ones of said groups of
said receivers to which said one of said receivers belongs,
said examining step further comprising the step of compar-
ing said data to said plurality of identifiers.

15. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein receiver
comprises a controller, said controller being operable to
communicate with said mobile platform device via said at
least one of a wireless link and a wireline link and to
generate said command signal.

16. A method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said
receiving step comprises the steps of:

performing at least one of a group of operations consisting
of downconverting, demodulating, synchronizing,
demultiplexing, deinterleaving and decoding on the
received said broadcast data stream to extract and
playback a selected one of said plurality of programs
and to locate said message;

providing said message to said controller; and

further comprising the step of controlling generation and

transmission of said command signal to said mobile
platform device using said controller.

17. A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein said
controlling step comprises the steps of formatting said
command signal using a format compatible with said mobile
platform device.



