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(57) ABSTRACT 
Acommunication device (CD) exchanges messages With an 
implantable infusion pump via telemetry such that com 
mands are supplied thereto and operational information is 
obtained therefrom. The CD is controlled, at least in part, by 
a processor IC according to a softWare program operating 
therein and provides feedback to a user via a visual display, 
an audio alarm, and a vibrational alarm, and alloWs input 
from the user via a touch sensitive keypad. Certain input 
functions are restricted by password. The visual display 
includes an icon and ?xed element display region and a 
bitmap display region. The ?xed element display region 
includes time and date displays, battery and drug level 
displays that decrement, and a moving delivery state display. 
Various screens alloW operational or log information to be 
displayed and/or user entry of commands. Program features 
When disabled are removed from a series of screen options 
that can be scrolled through. 
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AMBULATORY MEDICAL APPARATUS WITH 
HANDHELD COMMUNICATION DEVICE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of prior ?led 
US. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/177,414; ?led 
Jan. 21, 2000, by Ronald J. Lebel, et al., and entitled 
“Medical Apparatus and Method Including an Implantable 
Device and an External Communication Device” The 
entirety of this provisional application is hereby incorpo 
rated herein by this reference, including appendices ?led 
thereWith and any references incorporated therein by refer 
ence, as if set forth in full herein. 

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0002] This invention relates generally to electronically 
controlled ambulatory medical systems that include an 
ambulatory medical device and a hand held microprocessor 
controlled communication device With enhanced user 
friendliness including enhanced display/patient noti?cation 
features, safety features, and/or medical device program 
ming/communication features. Preferred embodiments 
relate to implantable infusion pumps and external devices 
for communicating thereWith. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Implantable infusion pumps for dispensing con 
trolled volumes of a drug (e.g. insulin) have been proposed 
and even attempts at implementation and commercialiZation 
made. 

[0004] One such pump is the MMT2001 Implantable 
Pump System as sold by Minimed Inc. of Northridge, Calif. 
This device presented the user With the ability to perform 
basic infusion actions such as the delivery of a basal rate, 
delivery of a temporary basal rate, or the delivery of a meal 
bolus. The user Was, hoWever, not presented With the ability 
to perform more sophisticated delivery related operations 
that may be desirable for optimum control of blood glucose 
level. When using this system three delivery options exist: 
(1) delivery of a standard but programmable basal rate, (2) 
delivery of a standard basal rate and a meal bolus simulta 
neously, or (3) delivery of a temporary basal rate either 
immediately or at a programmable start time Within a 
speci?able start time. In this system not only could a meal 
bolus and a temporary basal rate not occur at the same time, 
they could not be programmed into the system When the 
other Was already programmed but delivery not yet com 
pleted even though no overlap in delivery betWeen the tWo 
amounts might exist. As such the user could only program 
one variable rate into the system at a time, even in the event 
that several variable rates may be desired to folloW one 
another. As such, this system is less than optimal With regard 
to user convenience in programming his/her insulin treat 
ment. 

[0005] The system also suffered from an external control 
ler that Was large, hard to carry and aWkWard to use. The 
controller dimensions are 6.0 inches by 3.5 inches by 1.3 
inches With a display that is a small fraction of the siZe of the 
face of the controller. The controller included a cover plate 
that Would close over the display area When not in use and 
Would be opened during use. More particularly, during 
programming the cover plate is opened at a ninety-degree 
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angle relative to the front of the display to alloW vieWing of 
the display and to alloW positioning of the cover plate 
immediately over the site of the infusion pump so that 
successful telemetry communication may occur. As such the 
system does not supply delivery or system status related 
information to the user accept at the times that the user elects 
to open and turn on his/her controller. 

[0006] The system further suffers from the inability of the 
implantable device to send out unsolicited telemetry mes 
sages to the controller concerning operational conditions 
Within the implantable device. As such, system conditions 
Within the implantable device (other than communication 
related failures) are primarily conveyed to the user via an 
auditory alarm that is internal to the implantable device. 

[0007] The system further suffers from the entire opera 
tional history of the pump being subject to loss as this 
historical data is only held in the controller. 

[0008] The system further suffered from a relatively short 
life for the implantable device of approximately 2.5 years. 

[0009] Based on the above noted shortcomings, and other 
shortcomings of systems in the ?eld, a need exists for 
improved systems that offer enhanced programming capa 
bilities, enhanced user interface capabilities, reduced con 
troller siZe, enhanced operational performance, enhanced 
security of system/patient historical data, enhanced safety 
features, and/or enhanced implantable device life. 

[0010] It is believed that related shortcoming may exist in 
other ambulatory medical devices as Well, such as in exter 
nally carried infusion pumps, implantable pacemakers, 
implantable de?brillators, implantable neural stimulators, 
implantable physiological sensors, externally carried physi 
ologic sensors, and the like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] It is a ?rst object of certain aspects of the invention 
to enhance programming capabilities for ambulatory medi 
cal systems and in particular for implantable infusion pump 
systems. 

[0012] It is a second object of certain aspects of the 
invention to enhance user interface capabilities in ambula 
tory medical systems and in particular for implantable 
infusion pump systems. 

[0013] It is a third object of certain aspects of the invention 
to reduce system siZe for patient convenience in ambulatory 
medical systems and in particular for implantable infusion 
pump systems. 

[0014] It is a fourth object of certain aspects of the 
invention to enhance operational performance of ambulatory 
medical systems and in particular for implantable infusion 
pump systems. 

[0015] It is a ?fth object of certain aspects of the invention 
to enhance security of system/patient historical data. 

[0016] It is a sixth object of certain aspects of the inven 
tion to enhance the operational safety of ambulatory medical 
systems and in particular of implantable infusion pump 
systems. 

[0017] It is a seventh object of certain aspects of the 
invention to enhance longevity of ambulatory medical sys 
tems and in particular of implantable infusion pump sys 
tems. 
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[0018] Other objects and advantages of various aspects of 
the invention Will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon 
revieW of the teachings herein. The various aspects of the 
invention set forth below as Well as other aspects of the 
invention not speci?cally set forth beloW but ascertained 
from the teachings found herein, may address the above 
noted objects or other objects ascertained from the teachings 
herein individually or in various combinations. As such, it is 
intended that each aspect of the invention address at least 
one of the above noted objects or address some other object 
that Will be apparent to one of skill in the art from a revieW 
of the teachings herein. It is not intended that all, or even a 
portion of these objects, necessarily be addressed by any 
single aspect of the invention even though that may be the 
case With regard to some aspects. 

[0019] A ?rst aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system, 
Wherein the communication device Weighs no more than 
about 10 OZ and includes a CD housing having a volumetric 
siZe smaller than 20 cubic inches. 

[0020] A second aspect of the invention provides a medi 
cal system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device 
(MD) that includes MD electronic control circuitry that 
further includes at least one MD telemetry system and at 
least one MD processor that controls, at least in part, 
operation of the MD telemetry system and operation of the 
medical-device, Wherein the medical device is con?gured to 
provide a treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a 
selected state of the body; and (b) a communication device 
(CD) that includes CD electronic control circuitry that 
further includes at least one CD telemetry system and at least 
one CD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of 
the CD telemetry system and operation of the communica 
tion device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends mes 
sages to or receives messages from the MD telemetry 
system, Wherein the communication device additionally 
includes a CD readable display Which includes a bit map 
region for displaying selected information. 

[0021] A third aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
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telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
readable display Which includes at least one icon. 

[0022] A fourth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
readable CD display Which further includes a backlight. 

[0023] In a speci?c variation of the fourth aspect of the 
invention the communication device additionally includes a 
touch sensitive CD input device and Wherein the backlight 
is automatically activated When one or more selected loca 
tions on the CD input device are touched. 

[0024] In a speci?c variation of the fourth aspect of the 
invention the backlight is activated automatically When a 
light level falling on a sensor on the communication device 
is less than a predetermined amount and a touch sensitive 
region of the communication device is touched. 

[0025] A ?fth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system, 
Wherein the communication device further includes an auto 
matically activated CD alarm that is capable of providing a 
signal to the patient of the existence of a particular condition 
in at least one of the medical device or the communication 
device, and Wherein the CD alarm includes at least one of a 
CD vibration mechanism or a CD audio alarm mechanism. 

[0026] In a speci?c variation of the ?fth aspect of the 
invention the communication device is con?gured to enable 
a patient to select betWeen the CD alarm using the audio and 
vibration mechanism. 

[0027] In a speci?c variation of the ?fth aspect of the 
invention an alarm condition in the medical device is 
transmitted to the communication device via an unsolicited 
telemetry message. 
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[0028] In a speci?c variation of the ?fth aspect of the 
invention the communication device is con?gured to auto 
matically sWitch from one of the audio alarm or the vibration 
alarm to the other of the vibration alarm or the audio alarm 
under selected circumstances associated With at least one 
error condition. 

[0029] In a speci?c variation of the ?fth aspect of the 
invention one of the medical device or the communication 
device includes an audio alarm that produces a plurality of 
tones emitted in a predetermined sequence. 

[0030] A siXth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
CD touch sensitive input device, and Wherein the commu 
nication device additionally includes a readable CD display 
Which further includes a capability of displaying different 
colors. 

[0031] In a speci?c variation of the siXth aspect of the 
invention the CD display is con?gured to display a single 
color at any one time. 

[0032] In a speci?c variation of the siXth aspect of the 
invention the CD display is con?gured to display a plurality 
of colors at a single time. 

[0033] A seventh aspect of the invention provides a medi 
cal system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device 
(MD) that includes MD electronic control circuitry that 
further includes at least one MD telemetry system and at 
least one MD processor that controls, at least in part, 
operation of the MD telemetry system and operation of the 
medical device, Wherein the medical device is con?gured to 
provide a treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a 
selected state of the body; and (b) a communication device 
(CD) that includes CD electronic control circuitry that 
further includes at least one CD telemetry system and at least 
one CD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of 
the CD telemetry system and operation of the communica 
tion device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends mes 
sages to or receives messages from the MD telemetry 
system, Wherein the communication device additionally 
includes a readable display that is also touch sensitive for 
alloWing user inputs to be entered into the communication 
device. 

[0034] A eighth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
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Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system, 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
CD touch sensitive input device and a CD speaker that is 
controlled to supply speech based output to the patient. 

[0035] A ninth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system, 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
CD input device Which further includes a CD microphone 
and a CD voice recognition system that are controlled to 
alloW speech based input to the communication device. 

[0036] A tenth aspect of the invention provides a medical 
system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical device (MD) 
that includes MD electronic control circuitry that further 
includes at least one MD telemetry system and at least one 
MD processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the 
MD telemetry system and operation of the medical device, 
Wherein the medical device is con?gured to provide a 
treatment to a body of a patient or to monitor a selected state 
of the body; and (b) a communication device (CD) that 
includes CD electronic control circuitry that further includes 
at least one CD telemetry system and at least one CD 
processor that controls, at least in part, operation of the CD 
telemetry system and operation of the communication 
device, Wherein the CD telemetry system sends messages to 
or receives messages from the MD telemetry system 
Wherein the communication device additionally includes a 
CD touch sensitive input device, and Wherein the commu 
nication device is con?gured to perform a plurality of 
functions, and Wherein the performance of at least a ?rst 
function requires that the communication device be placed 
in an operational state dictated by a ?rst or a second 
passWord and the performance of at least a second function 
requires that the communication device be placed in an 
operational state dictated the second passWord. 

[0037] In a speci?c variation of the tenth aspect of the 
invention the communication device can perform all func 
tions With the second passWord that can be performed With 
the ?rst passWord. 

[0038] A eleventh aspect of the invention provides a 
medical system that includes (a) an ambulatory medical 
device (MD) that includes MD electronic control circuitry 
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