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DATA MIGRATION METHOD, PROTOCOL 
CONVERTER AND SWITCHING APPARATUS 

USING IT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a migration method 
of the online data in a computer or a host computer (col 
lectively referred to as a “computer” herein below) as Well 
as a storage system, and more particularly to a migration 
method of the contents of a storage device including data 
subject to be used in business processing, Without interrupt 
ing almost all computing. The present invention relates still 
more particularly to a data migration method from a existing 
storage system to a neW storage system. 

[0002] When updating an existing storage system into a 
neW one, migrating data stored in the existing storage system 
into the neW storage system is needed, in order to continue 
to utiliZe the data used in the processing hitherto. In such a 
case so far, data stored in the existing storage system Would 
be to be backed up to a tape drive and the like at ?rst, then 
the data thus backed up Would be restored (Written back) to 
the neW storage device. 

[0003] The backing up and restoring method as have been 
described above may use the processor incorporated in the 
computer. In order to prevent the consistency of data from 
being lost during the backing up operation by the alteration 
of the data to be backed up, any business processing that 
may use the data to be backed up has to be halted during the 
backing up operation. The period of time of stopping the 
business processing may be in general in the order of one to 
a feW days, depending largely on the amount of data to be 
backed up and restored. 

[0004] In the business of a recent data center, Which is 
characteriZed by non-stop service of 24 hours a day, stop 
ping the business processing for data migration in such a 
storage system may be a condition too difficult to accept. 
There have been proposed some data migration methods for 
improving the condition. 

[0005] For example, a remote data copy method is dis 
closed in US. Pat. No. 5,544,347 Wherein ?rst storage 
system connected to a computer may automatically copy 
data into second storage system by itself, Without interven 
tion of the computer. In this system, data copy operation is 
hidden from the computer system in order to effectuate data 
copy into the second storage system Without interrupting any 
business processing in the computer. 

[0006] When applying this method to the upgrade scheme 
of storage system, utility is limited because the existing, ?rst 
storage system has to have the remote data copy function. 
Also, When the system is operating, the contents of the ?rst 
storage system is altered by the computer all the time, so that 
the contents in the second storage system transferred by 
means of the remote data copy method may not synchroniZe 
With any alteration made. In addition, since the existing, ?rst 
storage system is located in a connection path different from 
the path connecting the neW, second storage system to the 
computer; the computer may recogniZe these storage sys 
tems as separate volumes. For these reasons, in order to use 
the data restored on a volume of the neW storage system 
instead of the data on the existing storage system, the 
business processing program running on the computer has to 
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be updated so as to reassign the volume to be accessed, even 
if the contents stored are the same. 

[0007] There has been disclosed an online data migration 
system in a US. Pat. No. 5,680,640, Which may solve those 
problems encountered in case of the remote data copy 
methods, including the necessity of incorporating the remote 
copy functionality into the existing ?rst storage system, 
inability of complete synchroniZation betWeen the ?rst and 
second storage systems, needs for updating the program 
controlling the computer due to the different connection path 
to the neW storage systems, and so on. 

[0008] In the above patent disclosed, the Word “online” 
indicates that the reference to and alteration of the data 
subject to be migrated is alloWed during migration. The 
second storage system in this migration system comprises a 
unit capable to effectuate the data restoration While at the 
same time alloWing the sending/receiving (transfer) of data 
subject to the processing in progress in the computer. 
Whereby the computer may recogniZe the existing, ?rst 
storage system as if the ?rst storage is still connected 
thereto. In this system, it should be noted that the connection 
path betWeen the computer and the existing, ?rst storage 
system is disconnected and then the second storage system 
is connected thereto instead. Although the momentary dis 
connection of the connection path may cause the system to 
halt, the system may be dealt as being online since the period 
of time of the disconnection is far and aWay shorter than the 
backing up and restoring method as have been described 
above. 

[0009] This method implicitly assumes a direct connection 
betWeen the computer and the storage, namely the peer-to 
peer connection, as Well as the same interface to the neW 
storage as the existing storage, namely the same communi 
cation protocol, resulting in the limited utility of the system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] Recently, a neW architecture called the storage area 
netWork system (referred to as SAN herein beloW) has been 
developed, Which interconnects a plurality of storages. In a 
SAN environment, a ?ber channel (FC; referred to as FC 
beloW) using an optical ?ber or a coaxial cable is used as the 
interface (communication protocol) for the interconnection. 
A sWitching apparatus for FC (referred to as FC sWitch 
beloW) is used in a SAN environment to construct a system 
With a plurality of computers, a plurality of storage systems, 
and a plurality of tape drives being interconnected. In this 
construction, a arbitrary computer may be able to access to 
a arbitrary storage system, alloWing data to be shared. Also, 
a tape drive may be able to access directly to the storage 
system, alloWing data to be backed up to the tape drive and 
to be restored from the tape drive to a storage system, 
Without intervention of a computer. From the characteristics 
as above, the SAN system architecture using the PC for the 
interface and the FC sWitch for system construction is 
expected to be popular in the future. 

[0011] The US. Pat. No. 5,680,640 as have been described 
above does not expect the online data migration of a storage 
system in a SAN environment. Japanese Patent Application 
No. 2000-063289 has neWly proposed an online data migra 
tion method in the SAN environment. The data migration 
method disclosed in this application comprises a unit 
enabling data recording While alloWing data input and output 
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(data transfer) to and from the computer in a FC switch or 
in every storage system. However, in this data migration 
method the interface, i.e., the communication protocol is 
limited to the FC. Therefore data migration from the existing 
storage system to a neW storage system is not performed in 
SAN. 

[0012] On the other hand, most of the storage systems at 
present use the SCSI (small computer system interface) 
interface. If such a conventional interface may be handled on 
SAN, the utility of SAN Will be further improved. Therefore 
it is highly desirable to implement the online data migration 
from a system using SCSI and the like to a SAN environ 
ment using FC. 

[0013] The present invention has been made in vieW of the 
above circumstances and has an object to provide an online 
data migration method from a computer as Well as a storage 
system using such conventional interface as SCSI to a neW 
storage system using SAN, a protocol converter and a 
sWitching apparatus using the same. 

[0014] The object above may be achieved by providing a 
data migration method comprising the folloWing steps of: 
disconnecting a connection betWeen a computer performing 
data transfer by a ?rst communication protocol and a ?rst 
storage system performing data transfer by the ?rst com 
munication protocol; connecting, through a ?rst protocol 
converter, the computer to a sWitch connected to a second 
storage system performing data transfer by a second com 
munication protocol; connecting, through a second protocol 
converter, the sWitch to the ?rst storage system; and migrat 
ing, through the sWitch, data stored in the ?rst storage 
system into the second storage system, Wherein the ?rst and 
second protocol converters have a protocol converting func 
tion for converting the ?rst communication protocol into the 
second communication protocol and vice versa, the second 
communication protocol into the ?rst communication pro 
tocol. 

[0015] When implementing the method as have been 
described above, both the computer and the ?rst storage 
system can be handled as having the second communication 
protocol, so as to alloW the computer and the ?rst storage 
system to be handled in the SAN environment. 

[0016] The effect in accordance With the present invention 
may be further improved by providing: 

[0017] the ?rst protocol converter has a ?rst conversion 
function for converting a second identi?er used by the 
second storage system that performs data transfer by the 
second communication protocol into a ?rst identi?er for 
performing data transfer by the ?rst communication proto 
col, and a ?rst translation table for converting betWeen the 
?rst and the second identi?ers; the ?rst protocol converter, 
the second protocol converter and the sWitch form a sWitch 
ing apparatus, the sWitching apparatus performs data 
exchange by using the ?rst conversion function so that the 
computer performing data transfer by the ?rst communica 
tion protocol may handle the second storage system as a 
storage system using the ?rst communication protocol, a 
second protocol converter has a second conversion function 
for converting a third identi?er used by the ?rst storage 
system that performs data transfer by the ?rst communica 
tion protocol into a fourth identi?er for performing data 
transfer by the second communication protocol, and a sec 
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ond translation table for converting betWeen the third and 
the fourth identi?ers; and the sWitching apparatus performs 
data exchange by using the second conversion function so 
that the second storage system performing data transfer by 
the second communication protocol may handle the ?rst 
storage system as a storage system using the second com 
munication protocol. 

[0018] These and other objects and many of the attendant 
advantages of the invention Will be readily appreciated, as 
the same becomes better understood by reference to the 
folloWing detailed description When considered in connec 
tion With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a computer 
system illustrating a preferred embodiment of the data 
migration method in accordance With the present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 2 is an exemplary schematic diagram illus 
trating an example of mapping table used in a protocol 
converter in accordance With the present invention; 

[0021] FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a 
protocol converter attached to a computer; 

[0022] FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a 
protocol converter attached to a storage system; and 

[0023] FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating the data migration 
steps in accordance With the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0024] A detailed description of one preferred embodi 
ment of a data migration method as Well as a protocol 
converter and a sWitching apparatus using the same embody 
ing the present invention Will noW be given referring to the 
accompanying draWings. 
[0025] Part (a) of FIG. 1 shoWs a schematic block diagram 
of a computer system prior to the data migration. Acomputer 
1 is connected to an old (existing) storage system 2 via a path 
3. The interface protocol used in the path 3 maybe SCSI 
standard, in particular a parallel transfer SCSI standard for 
the parallel transfer of a plurality of bits on copper Wirings. 
It should be noted here that the standard used in the path 3 
in accordance With the present invention is not limited 
thereto. 

[0026] The data migration may be performed by at ?rst 
disconnecting the connection betWeen the computer 1 and 
the old storage system 2, and inserting a sWitching apparatus 
having the protocol conversion function therebetWeen. Part 
(b) of FIG. 1 shoWs an exemplary system con?guration after 
accommodation. The path 3 is separated into a path 3a and 
a path 3b, betWeen Which a sWitching apparatus 5 is inserted. 

[0027] The sWitching apparatus 5 comprises an FC sWitch 
44, a protocol converter 6 (mapping facility) provided in a 
port 41 for attaching the computer 1, a protocol converter 7 
provided in a port 42 for attaching the old storage system 2. 
A neW storage system 4 for data to be migrated is attached 
to the FC sWitch 44 through a path 10 and a port 43. The 
protocol converters 6 and 7 Will be described later. 

[0028] The neW storage system 4 has an online data 
migration facility 9, Which facility Will also be described 
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later. The online data migration facility 9 may otherwise be 
provided in the switching apparatus 5, With Which the object 
of the present invention may similarly be achieved. 

[0029] An FC sWitch is a facility connected to a plurality 
of computers and a plurality of storage systems, in order to 
connect an arbitrary computer among them to an arbitrary 
storage system, or to connect an arbitrary storage system to 
another arbitrary storage system by means of sWitching 
(exchanging). In the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, it is assumed that the number of computers 
connected to the FC sWitch 44 is one and the storage systems 
connected to the FC sWitch 44 is tWo. 

[0030] For the interface protocol of the path 10, FCP 
protocol is used, Which maps (accommodates) SCSI proto 
col onto the FC protocol. These protocols are standardiZed 
by ANSI (American National Standards Institute). 

[0031] Basic operation of the FC sWitch 44 is to accept a 
frame arriving to a port to output to an output port instructed 
by the header of the frame. This operation is regulated by the 
FC standard de?ned by ANSI. In the sWitching apparatus 5, 
in addition to this sWitch operation, the protocol converter 6 
functions for the port 41 to the computer 1, as Well as the 
protocol converter 7 functions for the port 42 to the storage 
system 2. More speci?cally, the sWitching apparatus 5 is 
comprised of the protocol converters 6 and 7 in addition to 
a general FC sWitch 44 de?ned by the standard. 

[0032] The protocol converter 6 is a facility that maps the 
storage system 4 connected to the FC sWitch 44 so as to be 
handled by the computer 1 as similar to the devices on the 
parallel SCSI path 3 shoWn in part (a) of FIG. 1. The 
mapping converts the communication protocol. In the 
present speci?cation the computers and storage systems and 
the like may be collectively referred to as devices. 

[0033] The con?guration of a protocol converter 6 is 
shoWn in FIG. 3. The protocol converter 6 comprises a 
processor 14, a mapping table 15, a SCSI interface unit 16, 
an FC interface unit 17, a LAN interface unit 18, a memory 
26 for storing a program 27 that controls the processor 14, 
and an internal bus 25 for interconnecting these components. 

[0034] The mapping table 15 is a table for mapping 
(accommodating) devices on the parallel SCSI to devices on 
the FC. The protocol converter 6 maps the neW storage 
system 4 connected to the FC sWitch 44, based on the 
information from the mapping table, to alloW the computer 
1 to handle the neW storage system 4 as similar to devices 
on the parallel SCSI of the path 3 shoWn in part (a) of FIG. 
1. 

[0035] FIG. 2 shoWs the structure of the mapping table 15. 
The mapping table 15 includes a ?eld 11 containing a SCSI 
number, a ?eld 12 containing a LU (logical unit) number, 
and a ?eld 13 containing a ?ber channel address. The LU 
number is a identi?er number for identi?cation of devices 
having the identical SCSI number. 

[0036] The ?ber channel address is composed of a domain 
ID, an area ID, and a port ID. The domain ID is an identi?er 
number of sWitches When cascading the FC sWitches, hoW 
ever in the preferred embodiment of the present invention a 
?Xed number is allocated because there is only one PC 
sWitch used. The area ID is an identi?er number of sWitch 
ports, and the port ID is an identi?er number of plural 
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devices connected to one single port. By using the ?ber 
channel address scheme, any device connected to the FC 
sWitch may be assigned. The details of the address system 
are de?ned in the FC-SW, a ?ber channel standard devel 
oped by ANSI. 

[0037] In the eXample of the mapping table 15 shoWn in 
FIG. 2, a PC device (number 0) connected to the port 
number 1 is mapped to the LU number 0 and the SCSI 
device number 0 of the parallel SCSI, another device (num 
ber 1) connected to the port number 3 is mapped to LU 
number 0 and the SCSI device number 1 of the parallel 
SCSI, and still another device (number 2) of the FC con 
nected to the port number 3 is mapped to the LU number 1 
and the SCSI device number 1 of the parallel SCSI. 

[0038] Operation of the protocol converter 6 Will be noW 
described in greater details. The SCSI interface unit 16 
receives a command from the computer 1 to a device having 
an arbitrary SCSI number. The command received is ana 
lyZed by the processor 14 to obtain the SCSI number and LU 
number of the destination. The processor 14 looks up the 
mapping table 15 to ?nd thus obtained numbers to determine 
a ?ber channel address of the FC device of the mapping 
destination. Then the processor 14 generates FCP command 
data equal to the received command for thus obtained ?ber 
channel address to pass the command through the FC 
interface unit 17 to the FC sWitch 44. The FC sWitch 44 then 
routes the received data to the target port. A command may 
be thereby sent to storage (the neW storage system 4 in the 
eXample shoWn in part (b) of FIG. 1) on the FC subject to 
be mapped. 

[0039] The command response returned from the storage 
4 on the PC is passed to the computer 1 in accordance With 
the folloWing steps. 

[0040] The FC interface unit 17 via the FC sWitch 44 
receives data as an FCP command from the storage 4 on the 
FC. Thus received FCP command is analyZed by the pro 
cessor 14 to obtain the SCSI number and LU number of the 
destination. The processor 14 then looks up the mapping 
table 15 based on the obtained numbers to ?nd out the SCSI 
number and LU number of the mapping destination (Which 
is the computer 1 in this example). Furthermore, the pro 
cessor 14 generates a SCSI command equal to the received 
command to thus obtained SCSI number and LU number to 
transmit on the path 3a via the SCSI interface unit 16. The 
command thereby is passed to the computer 1. 

[0041] The storage system on the PC is mapped to the 
parallel SCSI based on the operation as have been described 
above of the protocol converter 6. The program 27 stored in 
the memory 26 controls the operation of the processor 14. 

[0042] There are several Ways to con?gure the data in the 
mapping table 15. Some approaches Will be eXplained herein 
beloW. 

[0043] One candidate is to con?gure data from the com 
puter 1 through the SCSI interface unit 16. In this case, since 
there eXists no command de?ned in the eXisting SCSI 
command for manipulating the mapping table 15, an unde 
?ned SCSI command or user de?ned command is used for 
de?ning a mapping table manipulating command. The pro 
cessor 14 interprets such a mapping table manipulating 
command in order to add or update the contents of the 
mapping table 15. 
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[0044] In a similar manner, it may be possible to imple 
ment another Way to con?gure by the computer or devices 
attached to the FC sWitch 44 through the FC interface unit 
17 and the FC sWitch 44. In this case, as similar to the 
preceding approach through the SCSI interface unit 16, 
since there is no mapping table manipulating command 
de?ned in the existing FCP command, an unde?ned FCP 
command or user de?ned command is used for de?ning a 
mapping table manipulating command. 

[0045] The mapping table may be manipulated through a 
LAN connection by using such protocols as telnet, http for 
World Wide Web, or SNMP (simple netWork management 
protocol) When a LAN interface unit 18 is provided to the 
protocol converter 6. In this case, the command system may 
be arbitrarily de?ned, and the processor 14 interprets the 
protocol used and the command in order to add or update the 
contents of the mapping table 15. 

[0046] By Way of a variety of con?guration schemes as 
have been described above, the contents of the mapping 
table may be recon?gured from a computer including the 
system con?guration management softWare, and devices as 
Well as a human operator. 

[0047] Next, the protocol converter 7 is a facility that 
maps the devices connected to the parallel SCSI interface to 
devices connected to the FC sWitch 44 so as to be handled 
as similar to the devices on the FC interface. The mapping 
converts the communication protocol used. 

[0048] FIG. 4 shoWs the con?guration of a protocol 
converter 7. The protocol converter 7 is comprised of a 
processor 19, a mapping table 20, a SCSI interface unit 21, 
an FC interface unit 22, a LAN interface unit 23, a memory 
29 for storing a program 30 for controlling the processor 19, 
and an internal bus 28 interconnecting these components. 
This con?guration is basically identical to the protocol 
converter 6 above. 

[0049] The mapping table 20 has the same structure as the 
mapping table 15 in the protocol converter 6. Based on the 
information contained in the table, the protocol converter 7 
maps the devices on the parallel SCSI interface so as to be 
able to handle as similar to FC interface devices. 

[0050] The fundamental operation of the protocol con 
verter 7 is also identical to the protocol converter 6. 

[0051] Data as an FCP command originated from a device 
connected to the FC sWitch 44 is received by the FC 
interface unit 22 via a sWitch. The received FCP command 
is analyZed by the processor 19 to obtain the SCSI number 
and LU number of the destination. The processor 19 looks 
up the mapping table 20 to ?nd thus obtained numbers to 
determine the SCSI number and LU number of the mapping 
destination. The processor 19 further generates a SCSI 
command equal to the received command for the determined 
SCSI number and LU number and transmits onto the path 3b 
by using the SCSI interface unit 21. The command thereby 
is passed to the old storage system 2, Which is a parallel 
SCSI device. 

[0052] The command arrived from the storage system 2 of 
the type parallel SCSI interface is received by the SCSI 
interface unit 21. The received command is analyZed by the 
processor 19 to obtain the SCSI number and LU number of 
the destination. The processor 19 then looks up the mapping 
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table 20 to ?nd those obtained numbers to determine the 
?ber channel address of the device of the mapping destina 
tion on the FC interface. The processor 19 further generates 
data of FCP command Which is equal to the received 
command for the determined ?ber channel address to pass to 
the FC sWitch 44 through the FC interface unit 22. The FC 
sWitch 44 in turn routes the received data to the target port 
in accordance With the protocol de?ned by the standard. The 
command thereby is passed to a device on the FC interface 
subject to be mapped. 

[0053] The con?guration scheme of data in the mapping 
table 20 is identical to the case of the protocol converter 6. 

[0054] The operation of the online data migration Will be 
noW described herein beloW in greater details. The online 
data migration is a technology of copying data from an 
eXisting old storage into a neW storage, While continuing the 
read/Write (i.e., online) of the data from a computer to the 
storage. The method in accordance With the present inven 
tion alloWs data access from the host computer 1 to a storage 
to be continued While at the same time the contents of the old 
storage system 2 is copied to the neW storage system 4. 

[0055] As the ?rst step of the online data migration, the 
system is set such that a command from the computer 1 is 
sent to the neW storage system 4. The modi?cation of the 
destination of commands as have been described above may 
be achieved by allocating the values of SCSI device number 
and LU number in the neW storage system 4 to the same 
values as the old storage system 2 has been used. On the 
other hand, the values of the SCSI device number and LU 
number in the old storage system 2 is moved to given value 
set that is not used by any devices attached to the FC sWitch 
44. 

[0056] Then, the stored contents is copied from the old 
storage system 2 to the neW storage system 4. 

[0057] When a read request command from the computer 
1 is issued during copying the storage contents, if the target 
data is already coped to the neW storage system 4 (including 
the case in Which the data is stored by the Write request 
command originated from the computer 1), data is read out 
from the neW storage system 4 and returned to the computer 
1. If otherWise the data is not yet copied to the neW storage 
system 4, the data is read out from the old storage system 2, 
then copied to the neW storage system 4 and returned to the 
computer 1 at the same time. When a Write request command 
from the computer 1 is issued, data is stored to the neW 
storage system 4. At the moment Where any data stored in 
the old storage system 2 has been all copied to the neW 
storage system 4, the online data migration operation is 
terminated. 

[0058] The online data migration may be achieved by 
providing a function that copies the stored contents of the 
old storage system 2 to the neW storage system 4, and a 
function that determines Whether or not the data requested 
by a command issued by the computer 1 is either on the old 
storage system 2 or the neW storage system 4 to return data 
to the computer 1 by reading out from either storage system 
containing the target data. 

[0059] These functions may be eXecuted on the neW 
storage system 4 by the online data migration facility 9 
provided by the neW storage system 4. If the online data 
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migration facility is provided on the FC switch 44, these 
functions may instead be executed on the FC sWitch 44. 

[0060] In case of the preferred embodiment in accordance 
With the present invention in Which the functions are 
executed on the neW storage system 4, the online data 
migration facility 9 maintains a data mapping table (not 
shoWn in the ?gure) for recording Which data is copied and 
Which data is not copied from the old storage system 2 to the 
neW storage system 4. Based on this data mapping table, data 
copy from the old storage system 2 to the neW storage 
system 4 is executed at the same time, as the data mapping 
table is updated. The determination of the location of data 
requested by the computer 1 is performed based on this 
table, thereby it becomes possible to return the target data to 
the computer 1 by reading out from either storage system 
containing the target data. 

[0061] In case in Which the operation is executed on the 
FC sWitch 44, a table is maintained in the FC sWitch 44 for 
recording Which data is copied and Which data is not from 
the old storage system 2 to the neW storage system 4. Based 
on this table, data copy from the old storage system 2 to the 
neW storage system 4 as Well as the table update is executed. 
Also, the determination of the location of data requested by 
the computer 1 is performed based on this table, thereby it 
becomes possible to return the target data to the computer 1 
by reading out from either storage system containing the 
target data. 

[0062] The present invention implements the protocol 
converter 6 and 7 to handle devices belonging to another 
different interface as devices of arbitrary identi?er number 
(SCSI device number and LU number), in addition to the 
online data migration operation as have been described 
above, in order to alloW online data migration betWeen those 
devices belonging to different interfaces. 

[0063] More practical steps in the online data migration in 
accordance With the present invention by using the functions 
as have been described above, in particular the steps of 
migrating data from the system shoWn in part (a) of FIG. 1 
to that of part (b) of FIG. 1 Will be noW described in greater 
details With reference to FIG. 5. 

[0064] At ?rst, business processing programs run on the 
host computer 1 is halted (step 30). Here, although not all 
business processing programs do need to be halted, at least 
business processing programs that may make use of the old 
storage system 2 should be terminated. 

[0065] Next, the sWitching apparatus 5 is inserted in 
betWeen the path 3 connecting the computer 1 to the old 
storage system 2 (step 31). Here the system should be 
con?gured such that the protocol converter 6 is connected to 
the port to the computer 1, and the protocol converter 7 is 
connected to the port to the storage system 2. The appear 
ance of the system at this moment is identical to that shoWn 
in part (b) of FIG. 1. 

[0066] Then the values of SCSI number and LU number 
allocated to the neW storage system 4 is noW reallocated to 
the values used by the old storage system 2 (step 32). In 
addition, by recon?guring the contents of the mapping table 
15 in the protocol converter 6, the neW storage system 4 is 
set so as to have the same values of SCSI number and LU 
number as the old storage system 2 (step 33). From these 
settings, the commands from the computer 1 is passed to the 
neW storage system 4. 
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[0067] For the values of SCSI number and LU number of 
the old storage system 2, any values may arbitrarily be 
reallocated Which are not being used by other devices 
connected to the FC sWitch 44 (step 34). In addition, the 
information thereon is set in the mapping table 20 in the 
protocol converter 7 such that the neW storage system 4 may 
recogniZe the old storage system 2 as a device on the FC 
sWitch 44 (step 35). 

[0068] NoW the online data migration facility 9 is 
executed (step 36). By this facility, data copy from the old 
storage system 2 to the neW storage system 4 is started. At 
this moment any halted business processing programs on the 
computer 1 may be resumed (step 37). Though the access to 
the storage system begins again thereby, the online data 
migration facility intercepts and analyZes the access com 
mands issued from the computer 1, so that the data already 
copied is read out from the neW storage system 4 While data 
not yet copied thereto is read out from the old storage system 
2 to be returned to the computer 1. 

[0069] When the data copy is ?nished (step 38), the old 
storage system 2 is disconnected (step 39). In this condition 
no access to the old storage system 2 is arrived so that the 
business processing programs on the computer 1 do not need 
to be stopped again. 

[0070] In accordance With the above steps, the online data 
migration from a computer and existing storage system 
using the comventional interface such as parallel SCSI and 
the like to a neW storage system implementing the FC and 
using PC sWitch may be accomplished. 

[0071] It should be noted that in the above description, the 
protocol converters 6 and 7 have been described assumed to 
be integrated into the sWitching apparatus 5. HoWever, it is 
possible that the protocol converters also be implemented as 
a device having a distinct housing. This is in fact obvious for 
those skilled in the art from FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 illustrating 
the protocol converters 6 and 7. More speci?cally, each 
protocol converter is connected to the FC sWitch 44 through 
their respective FC interface units 17 and 22. And there is 
not used a special protocol out of standard used therein. 
Therefore each protocol converter may be connected to a 
general, existing FC sWitch 44 With a cable so that the 
protocol converters 6 and 7 may have their respective 
distinct and separate housing. 

[0072] In accordance With the present invention, an online 
data migration method may be provided Which may migrates 
data from a computer and existing storage system using a 
conventional interface such as SCSI to a neW storage system 
using the FC and FC sWitch. When the old storage system is 
to be upgraded to aneW storage system, any data used in the 
business processing so far may be continuously used Without 
interruption. Furthermore, data usage may become possible 
during the online data migration in progress, alloWing the 
interruption of business processing due to data migration to 
be minimiZed. 

[0073] It is further understood by those skilled in the art 
that the foregoing description is a preferred embodiment of 
the disclosed device and that various changes and modi? 
cations may be made in the invention Without departing 
from the spirit and scope thereof. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A data migration method, comprising the steps of: 

disconnecting a connection betWeen a computer perform 
ing data transfer by a ?rst communication protocol and 
a ?rst storage system performing data transfer by the 
?rst communication protocol; 

connecting, through a ?rst protocol converter, said com 
puter to a sWitch connected to a second storage system 
performing data transfer by a second communication 
protocol; 

connecting, through a second protocol converter, said 
sWitch to said ?rst storage system; and 

migrating, through said sWitch, data stored in said ?rst 
storage system into said second storage system, 

Wherein said ?rst and second protocol converters have a 
protocol converting function for converting the ?rst 
communication protocol into the second communica 
tion protocol and vice versa, the second communication 
protocol into the ?rst communication protocol. 

2. Adata migration method according to claim 1, Wherein: 

said ?rst protocol converter has a ?rst conversion function 
for converting a second identi?er used by said second 
storage system that performs data transfer by the sec 
ond communication protocol into a ?rst identi?er for 
performing data transfer by the ?rst communication 
protocol, and a ?rst translation table for converting 
betWeen the ?rst and the second identi?ers; 

said ?rst protocol converter, said second protocol con 
verter and said sWitch form a sWitching apparatus, 

said sWitching apparatus performs data exchange by using 
the ?rst conversion function so that said computer 
performing data transfer by the ?rst communication 
protocol may handle said second storage system as a 
storage system using the ?rst communication protocol, 

a second protocol converter has a second conversion 
function for converting a third identi?er used by the 
?rst storage system that performs data transfer by the 
?rst communication protocol into a fourth identi?er for 
performing data transfer by the second communication 
protocol, and a second translation table for converting 
betWeen the third and the fourth identi?ers; and 

said sWitching apparatus performs data exchange by using 
the second conversion function so that said second 
storage system performing data transfer by the second 
communication protocol may handle said ?rst storage 
system as a storage system using the second commu 
nication protocol. 

3. A data migration method according to claim 1 or 2, in 
Which: 

said step of migrating, through said sWitch, the data stored 
in said ?rst storage system into said second storage 
system is executed by an online data migration facility 
provided to said second storage system. 

4. A data migration method according to claim 1 or 2, in 
Which: 

said step of migrating, through said sWitch, the data stored 
in said ?rst storage system into said second storage 
system is executed by an online data migration facility 
provided to said sWitch. 
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5. Adata migration method according to any one of claims 
1 through 4, Wherein: 

said ?rst storage system performing data transfer by the 
?rst communication protocol is a ?rst disk drive per 
forming data transfer by a ?rst disk interface, and 

said second storage system performing data transfer by 
the second communication protocol is a second disk 
drive performing data transfer by a second disk inter 
face. 

6. Adata migration method according to claim 5, Wherein: 

said ?rst disk interface is a SCSI protocol, and said second 
disk interface is a ?ber channel protocol. 

7. A protocol converter for converting a ?rst communi 
cation protocol to a second communication protocol and 
vice versa, comprising: 

a ?rst interface unit for performing data transfer With a 
?rst device using the ?rst communication protocol; 

a second interface unit for performing data transfer With 
a second device using the second communication pro 
tocol; 

a processor for performing ?rst conversion Which con 
verts data from said second interface unit to data in the 
?rst communication protocol to output the data in the 
?rst communication protocol through said ?rst inter 
face unit, and for performing second conversion Which 
converts data from said ?rst interface unit to data in the 
second communication protocol to output the data in 
the second communication protocol through said sec 
ond interface unit; and 

a translation table for protocol conversion, 

Wherein said processor performs said ?rst conversion by 
converting a second identi?er of said second device 
into a ?rst identi?er for performing data transfer by the 
?rst communication protocol, and performs said second 
conversion by converting a third identi?er of said ?rst 
device into a fourth identi?er for performing data 
transfer by the second communication protocol; 

said translation table records the correspondence betWeen 
the ?rst and the second identi?ers for said ?rst conver 
sion, and the correspondence betWeen the third and the 
fourth identi?ers for said second conversion. 

8. A recording medium for storing a program for a 
protocol conversion Which converts a ?rst communication 
protocol to a second communication protocol and vice versa, 
the protocol conversion executed by a processor having a 
?rst interface unit for performing data transfer With a ?rst 
device using the ?rst communication protocol, a second 
interface unit for performing data transfer With a second 
device using the second communication protocol, and a 
translation table used for the protocol conversion, 

Wherein said program causes said processor to execute 
?rst conversion Which converts data from said second 
interface unit into data in the ?rst communication 
protocol to output the data in the ?rst communication 
protocol through said ?rst interface unit, and to execute 
second conversion Which converts data from said ?rst 
interface unit into data in the second communication 
protocol to output the data in the second communica 
tion protocol through said second interface unit, as Well 
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as to execute said ?rst conversion by converting a 
second identi?er of said second device into a ?rst 
identi?er for performing data transfer by the ?rst corn 
rnunication protocol, and to execute said second con 
version by converting a third identi?er of said ?rst 
device into a fourth identi?er for performing data 
transfer by the second communication protocol, 

Wherein said translation table records the correspondence 
betWeen the ?rst and the second identi?ers for said ?rst 
conversion as Well as the correspondence betWeen said 
third and the fourth identi?ers for said second conver 
s1on. 
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9. A sWitching apparatus, comprising: 

said protocol converter of claim 7 for converting the ?rst 
communication protocol to the second communication 
protocol and vice versa, and 

a sWitch operable in the second communication protocol 
for exchange, Wherein 

said sWitch is connected to the second interface unit of 
said protocol converter for performing data transfer 
With said second device using the second communica 
tion protocol. 
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