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[57] ABSTRACT 

A ?uid Warming device for Warming blood and other ?uids 
prior to introduction into a patient. The counter?oW ?uid 
bags utilize a ?at counter ?oW pathWay Which provides high 
?oW performance and ensuring uniform, gradual and energy 
e?icient blood Warming. The Warming device contains a pair 
of opposed, identical heater elements. The guide rails of the 
bag align the counter ?oW passageWay for the ?uid so that 
the bag is spaced and located precisely betWeen the heater 
elements. The heater is provided With a receptive slot doWn 
the middle, in a horizontal plane, With tWo different siZed 
guide slots, one on each side of the receptive slot. Apair of 
guide rails, integrated into the sides of the bag, are parallel 
to one another providing su?icient rigidity for easy insertion 
of the bag, and being siZed to alloW easy insertion in only the 
correct orientation. The blood Warmer preferably incorpo 
rates a microprocessor for precise control of the electric 
current provided to the heater. Fluid temperature is mea 
sured by contact of a RTD sensor With a thin dielectric 
surface layer in contact With the bag and located proximal to 
the ?uid outlet. By monitoring the temperature of the ?uid 
at the outlet of the bag, the temperature controller can 
compute and provide a visual display of the ?uid tempera 
ture. In one embodiment, the sensed output temperature is an 
input parameter to the controller of the heater elements. The 
device e?iciently Warms the ?uid to about 375° C. for 
anticipated input to a human and, yet, prevents the ?uid from 
exceeding 42° C. 

41 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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MEDICAL APPARATUS FOR WARMING 
PATIENT FLUIDS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a medical apparatus for 
Warming blood and other ?uids to a desired temperature, 
prior to introduction of the ?uid into a patient. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION AND 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for Warming 
blood and other ?uids precisely to a desired temperature, 
prior to introduction into a patient. Banked blood and blood 
products are stored under refrigeration and must often be 
Warmed before infusion. Warming is necessary so as to 
minimize adverse thermal reactions to the patient. Physi 
ologic conditions such as shock, hypothermia, and cardiac 
disorder can be aggravated by the infusion of ?uids even 
slightly beloW normal patient body temperature. Thus, a 
device Which precisely and quickly Warms stored and refrig 
erated ?uids to body temperature for introduction to a 
patient is highly desirable. 

Fluid Warming is typically accomplished With an in-line 
Warming device located betWeen the blood or ?uid bag and 
the patient’s venous line. Heating occurs as the ?uid passes 
through a heat exchanger Within the Warming device. 
Conventionally, the heat exchanger uses a disposable insert 
intended for single patient use only. Because the Warming 
device is primarily used to Warm blood it is often referred to 
as a blood Warmer, yet the device is also suitable for 
Warming IV solutions and other blood-related products 
intended for introduction into the patient. 

There are many blood-related products available to the 
clinician for transfusion therapy. Whole blood, packed red 
cells, fresh froZen plasma and platelet concentrates are 
among the more commonly used products. The present 
invention is suitable for Warming all of these ?uids, as Well 
as blood and IV solutions, too. 

The American Association of Blood Banks (AABB) has 
set standards for the storage of blood-related products. A 
temperature of betWeen about 1° to 6° C. is required. The 
AABB further recommends Warming before infusion of the 
products into the patient and advises that the Warmed 
blood-based products should not exceed 42° C. Warming 
above this upper limit can cause irreparable damage to the 
red blood cells, including hemolysis, and possible harm to 
the patient. 
As medical science has advanced, the demands for infu 

sion of body ?uids, particularly Whole blood, have groWn. 
Today, infusion rates range from one to tWo units of Whole 
blood infused over a tWo hour period for a typical adult 
having undergone coronary surgery, to over a unit per 
minute in the case of a multiple Wound gunshot victim being 
treated in a trauma center. The ?oW rates involved range 
from about 10 cc/min to 500 cc/min. 
Whole blood is conventionally stored in 500 cc bags. 

Each such blood bag is referred to as a unit. The bags are 
hung on a pole above the blood Warmer and above the 
patient. Gravity causes ?oW of the blood from the bag, 
through the Warmer, and into the patient. To meet the 
demands of high blood infusion rates the bags are often 
placed inside pressure infusers that force the blood out of the 
bag at a higher ?oW rate than gravity alone can provide. 

Since normal human body temperature is 375° C., phy 
sicians desirably Would like to Warm all ?uids to human 
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2 
body temperature prior to patient introduction. This is 
believed to provide optimal patient care and minimal ther 
mal “shock” due to blood or ?uid infusion. The goal of the 
blood Warmer device is to rapidly Warm ?uids from the 
loWest storage temperature of 1° C. to the desired patient 
introduction temperature of 375° C., Without any 
overheating, at all ?oW rates betWeen about 10 to 300 
cc/min, and to accommodate rapid changes in ?oW rates, all 
Without over or under heating of the blood or ?uid. 

The challenge of Wide dynamic temperature and ?uid 
?oW rates and the fact that the maximum alloWable tem 
perature (42° C. per AABB) is close to the ?nal desired 
output temperature (37.5° C.) places high expectations and 
demands on the construction and operation of an effective 
blood Warmer. 

In Us. Pat. No. 3,443,060, a plastic bag carrying blood 
for a patient is maintained at a thermostatically controlled 
temperature. The device employs a cylindrical heated man 
drel around Which a ?at plastic bag is telescoped and an 
outer holloW cylindrical mandrel also telescoped over the 
bag and the inner mandrel. Longitudinal ribs formed on one 
of the mandrels press the bag Walls together under the ribs 
to form a labyrinth of passageWays through the bag. Inlet 
and outlet connections for conducting the blood supply to 
the bag and from the bag to the patient are provided. There 
is no teaching in the ’060 patent for providing a sensor for 
the ?uid Within the bag, nor is there a teaching of a counter 
?oW pathWay for uniform heating of the ?uid, nor any 
mention of a back-up system to prevent any over heating of 
the blood. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,019,020 relates to a controlled tempera 
ture ?uid heater. The device is intended to maintain the ?uid 
supply at optimum temperature for infusion into a patient by 
employing a ?at plastic bag having a labyrinth of inner ?oW 
passageWays. There is no teaching or suggestion of provid 
ing a sensor for the ?uid Within the bag, nor any teaching of 
a counter ?oW pathWay for uniform heating of the ?uid, nor 
any mention of a back-up system to prevent any overheating 
of the blood. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,485,245 shoWs a portable heater for 
heating ?uids to the correct body temperature prior to 
intravenous injection. The ?uid is directed in a serpentine 
like path through a disposable, heat conductive pouch. The 
pouch is held betWeen heating platens. Temperature sensors 
are located in the heating unit and an automatic control seeks 
to ensure that ?uid is delivered at the correct temperature. 
This reference does not teach the use of a counter ?oW 
pathWay to uniformly heat the ?uid nor does it include any 
teaching of safety system(s) to prevent overheating of the 
blood. 

U.S. Pat. No. 1,492,821 relates to an antifreeZing device. 
Basically, the device is used to prevent Water pipes, espe 
cially those in automobiles, from freeZing. The device 
comprises a hinged box for surrounding the pipe. A heating 
electric coil, arranged in a Zig Zag pattern, is located Within 
the box and, When poWer is supplied, heats the pipe. Clearly, 
this ’821 patent neither teaches nor suggests the subject 
invention relating to rapid blood Warming for patients. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,073,167 teaches a device Which heats 
blood With microWaves. This method of energy transfer in 
itself makes for a drastically different piece of equipment. In 
contrast, the present inventors’ method of over temperature 
protection depends on the gradual increase of a large mass 
transferring energy to the heat exchanger and the monitoring 
of the temperature of that large mass. 

U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,245,693 & 5,381,510 shoW heaters for 
heating ?uids prior to intravenous injection through a special 
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cassette of rigid plastic and thin metal layers. The ?uid is 
pressure regulated through a serpentine pathWay in the 
disposable cassette. The cassette is held betWeen tWo heating 
Zones With multiple temperature sensors and an automatic 
control seeks to ensure that ?uid is delivered at the set 
temperature. This preference does not teach the use of a 
counter ?oW pathWay to uniformly heat the ?uid nor does it 
rely on an energy reservoir. 

Several disadvantages have been observed in prior art 
blood Warmers, namely: 

a) Overheating of the red blood cells, i.e. heating beyond 
the maximum alloWable temperature. This can happen 
When, for example, little ?uid is left in a blood bag and 
the ?oW rate is loW; 

b) Rupture of blood cells due to mechanical trauma; 
c) Inadequate heating of the blood to the desired, optimal 

patient introduction temperature; 
d) Uneven heating of the blood When increased ?oW rates 

are demanded; and, 
e) Expensive single patient-use components. 
Blood Warming prior to patient infusion dates back to 

around 1941. Early blood Warmers consisted of containers 
of Warm Water that the bags of blood Were placed into for a 
period of time prior to infusion. This is similar to the 
procedure of heating froZen vegetables, contained in a 
plastic pouch, by immersing the same in heated Water. AfeW 
decades later, more sophisticated Water bath blood Warmers, 
like the Dupaco Hemokinetherm and American McGaW 
N3001, Were introduced. They used electrical heater ele 
ments to maintain a reservoir of Water at substantially 37° C. 
While the blood ?oWed through a disposable coil of tubing, 
immersed in the heated Water. 
A recent application of the Water bath principle for blood 

Warming is found in the Level 1 Technologies device, 
marketed as a Fluid Warmer. In this device, Water is main 
tained at a ?xed temperature near 42° C. and pumped 
through a “counter current” heat exchanger tube. The dis 
posable heat exchanger tube uses a double lumen, aluminum 
tube to alloW blood to ?oW in one direction and Water to ?oW 
in the other. The energy is transferred from the Water through 
the aluminum sideWall to the blood, to Warm the blood. The 
counter current ?oW gives this technology a higher Warming 
capacity than the earlier Water bath types but the disposable 
heat exchanger tube is rather expensive. The system seems 
bulky and messy to operate. The present invention uses 
electric heater elements. This eliminates the mess and other 
disadvantages associated With Water heater-type ?uid Warm 
ers. 

The DATACHEM FloTem II dry heat ?uid Warmer uses 
large metal plates, heated With an electric heater, to raise the 
temperature of stored ?uid prior to introduction into the 
patient. A length of tubing is laid next to the hot plates and 
?uid ?oWing through the tubing is heated via conduction. 
The system does not employ microprocessor temperature 
controls. In contrast, the present invention has a design 
Wherein the actual temperature of the outlet ?uid is moni 
tored for precise control of the ?uid temperature. The prior 
art device does not measure or display ?uid temperature, 
only Warming plate temperature. 

FenWal Laboratories’ BW-5 is another example of a dry 
heat ?uid and blood Warmer. Like the DATACHEM device, 
the BW-5 unit also heats aluminum plates With electric 
heater elements. Plates are maintained at a desired tempera 
ture by a simple control circuit, again based on plate 
temperature. This unit incorporates a bag rather than heat 
conductive tubing as the mechanism for energy transfer. The 
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BW-5 seeks to measure blood temperature by the use of a 
thermistor in the aluminum plate near the exit port of the 
heat exchanger bag. This thermistor is used to display blood 
temperature, but no control of the heater elements as a 
function of the sensed ?uid temperature is accomplished or 
taught by the BW-5. 

In contrast, the present invention uses the sensed ?uid 
temperature to actually control the poWer provided to the 
heaters. The manner in Which the blood temperature mea 
surement is taken in the BW-5 device is such that a high 
degree of error can be expected and the measurement Was 
thus not thought suitable for heat control purposes. Aportion 
of this measurement error Was attributable to the lack of 
precise registry and alignment betWeen the bag and the 
temperature sensors. No mechanism for ensuring registry or 
alignment Was provided. The present invention employs a 
pair of parallel guide rails secured to the sides of the 
disposable bag. The rails slide into and are received by 
spaced slots in the Warming device. These rails are color 
coded and are of different siZes to prevent the user from 
inserting the bag incorrectly. Without these features, the 
temperature measurement of the ?uid is not suitable for 
feedback to provide precise electrical/heating control. 
Another difference betWeen the BW-5 and the present inven 
tion is that the BW-5 has a single heater Whereas the present 
invention has tWo heaters. This results in more controllable 
and uniform heating. 
Another device, the Animec AM-4 (made in Japan) is 

almost identical in design to the BW-5. It also incorporates 
a bag type heat exchanger and an output temperature sensor. 
No use is made of the output temperature for electrical 
poWer/heating control because of the same limitations on 
measurement accuracy believed to be found in the BW-5. 

Yet another prior art dry Warmer is American Medical 
Systems’ DWlOOOD. Like the others, this device incorpo 
rates a solid aluminum heater and measures and displays 
only heater temperature. The heater in that device is cylin 
drical. The heat transfer bag is Wrapped around the heater 
and is held in place by a curved plexiglass cover. While 
interesting in that the cover lets the operator vieW the ?uid 
as it ?oWs through the Warmer, having a heater element 
contact only one side of the heat exchanger bag dramatically 
reduces the heating capacity and uniformity of ?uid heating. 
A major disadvantage of all the “dry Warmers” is that the 
installation of the disposable heat exchanger bag takes more 
time and is more di?icult. Also, the extra moving parts could 
cause leaks in the disposables and provide for more failure 
modes in and of themselves. The present invention is 
believed far more e?icient and accomplishes its task in a far 
more accurate and uniform manner. 

Neither the DWlOOOD nor any of the other prior devices 
teach the use of slots on the Warmer device and correspond 
ing guide rails on the ?uid bag Which cooperate for aligning 
and registering the heat transfer bag into the Warmer. The 
DWlOOOD has a plexiglass cover that opens up. The FloTem 
II and BW-5 incorporate a metal door that is opened to 
install the bag. Without the use of the guide rails incorpo 
rated in the present invention, a bag does not have enough 
rigidity to be inserted into a slot Without “bunching up”. 
With the guide rails, installation is quick and easy. The guide 
rails also facilitate accurate temperature measurement of the 
?uid and ensures more e?icient and uniform heating. The 
guide rails ensure proper alignment of ?uid input and output 
With the Warmer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention overcomes many of the shortcom 
ings found With the prior art devices. The counter?oW bags 
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of the present invention utilize a ?at counter ?oW pathway 
Which provides high ?oW performance and yields more 
uniform ?uid heating. The blood Warmer described and 
disclosed herein incorporates a microprocessor for precise 
control of the electric current provided to the heater. Energy 
transfer is accomplished by conduction, convection and 
radiation from heater plates, on both sides, to the disposable 
bag. The ?uid Warmer system consists of a reusable heater/ 
controller and a single patient use ?uid bag that serves as the 
disposable component of the heat exchanger. 
The present invention basically comprises a small 

appliance-siZed heater, similar in siZe to a laptop computer. 
The heater is provided With a receptive slot doWn the 
middle, in a horiZontal plane, With tWo different siZed guide 
slots, one on each side of the receptive slot. A pair of guide 
rails, integrated into the sides of the bag, are parallel to one 
another. They provide sufficient rigidity for easy insertion of 
the bag. The guide slots and the rails of the bag are siZed to 
alloW easy insertion in only the correct orientation. The 
disposable bag is provided With inlet and outlet lines secured 
to the bag. When the bag is inserted into the Warmer, the inlet 
and outlet lines are supported by rounded cutouts in the 
heating element. The bag has selected portions heat sealed 
together so that the blood/?uid is forced to travel in a counter 
?oW path, the coldest ?uid starting at the inlet line, and 
?oWing through the path to exit as the Warmest ?uid through 
the outlet line. The counter?oW path ensures uniform, 
gradual and energy e?icient blood Warming. The device is 
ready to use Within one minute of turning on the poWer. 

The Warming device contains a pair of opposed, identical 
heater elements. One is located on each side of the slot for 
the bag. The guide rails of the bag align the counter ?oW 
passageWay for the ?uid so that the bag is spaced and located 
precisely betWeen the heater elements. The amount of elec 
trical poWer delivered to the heaters is controlled by a 
microprocessor-based temperature controller. The ?uid tem 
perature is measured by contact of a RTD sensor With a thin 
dielectric surface layer in contact With the bag. The tem 
perature sensor is located proximal to the ?uid outlet. By 
monitoring the temperature of the ?uid at the outlet of the 
bag, the temperature controller can compute and provide a 
visual display of the ?uid temperature. In one embodiment, 
the sensed output temperature is an input parameter to the 
controller of the heater elements. 

It is another important aspect of the present invention to 
provide a ?uid Warming device Which e?iciently Warms the 
?uid to about 375° C. for anticipated input to a human and, 
yet, preventing the ?uid from exceeding 42° C. It is another 
speci?c aspect and advantage of the present invention to 
provide a user-friendly blood/?uid Warming device able to 
?t and be supported horiZontally on an IV pole or under 
some operating tables, or even vertically, in a manufacturer 
supplied bracket. 

The safety of the present invention is ensured by the next 
special feature, the over temperature prevention system. The 
temperature controller has a programmable alarm feature 
Which causes an audible alarm When the ?uid temperature 
rises above 42.1° C. In the event of controller malfunction 
or an internal electrical short, there are tWo temperature 
sensing sWitches located in the heater element designed to 
terminate the poWer to the heater elements or to the Whole 
unit as the situation requires. 

These and other objects are solved by the present inven 
tion. The invention Will be understood more fully, While still 
further objects and advantages Will become apparent, in 
connection With the folloWing detailed description of a 
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6 
preferred embodiment thereof, illustrated in the accompa 
nying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the blood or ?uid Warming 
device of the present invention, supported horiZontally on an 
IV pole, only partially shoWn; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the present invention 
shoWn in FIG. 1, held With its bag-receiving slot extending 
vertically; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW of the blood or ?uid Warming 
bag intended for use With the device of FIGS. 1 and 2; 

FIG. 4 is an exploded vieW of the internal components of 
the blood/?uid heater shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2; and 

FIG. 5 is an electrical schematic and block diagram of the 
blood/?uid Warming device of FIGS. 1 and 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
AND THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

As shoWn in FIG. 1, a Warmer controller device 10 houses 
the electrical heating elements. The single frame instrument 
has a longitudinal extending slot 12 on the front 14 of the 
Warmer capable of receiving the heat exchanger bag 16 
(FIG. 3). The bag 16 and Warmer 10 cooperate to provide a 
parenteral ?uid Warming system. The slot 12 of the Warmer 
10 has integrated openings 18, 20, 22, and 24 for accom 
modating tubular inlet 26, tubular outlet 28, blue large guide 
rail 48, and White, relative natural small guide rail 50, 
respectively (FIG. 3). The front face of the Warmer 10 is 
provided With a visual display 34 for shoWing, by digital 
readout, the temperature of the ?uid near the outlet 28 in 
degrees Celsius. For illustrative purposes, the illustrated 
device has a digital temperature indicator 36. The device can 
be mounted on an IV pole in a horiZontal position by 
adjusting the knob 40 of clamp 38. Also, it can be placed in 
the x-ray table slot of the OR. In addition, the device may 
be provided With slip resistant foam 30 and 32. For a third 
alternative, the device can be vertically oriented on an IV 
pole, or With a 15° angle, by placing the Warmer 10 into a 
bracket 44 (FIG. 2). 

FIG. 3 shoWs a plan vieW of the heat exchanger blood/ 
?uid Warming bag 16. Tubular openings 42, located at outer 
edges of the bag, sealingly contain the guide rails 48 and 50. 
The rails are made from rigid plastic. They provide 
structure/rigidity, and support the heat exchanger bag 16. 
Rails 48 and 50 are color coded and may be of different 
diameters cross-sectional or shapes to engage and mate With 
guide channels or slots, 22 and 24 respectively, located in 
Warmer 10. The guide channels 22 and 24 are parallel to one 
another to ensure smooth insertion of the bag or heat 
exchanger 16. These guide channels alloW easy insertion of 
the bag or heat exchanger 16 and guide tubular inlet 26 and 
tubular outlet 28 help maintain precise registration and 
alignment of the bag With respect to the heater elements 
contained Within device 10. The rails 48 and 50 also ensure 
that the bag is stretched across the planar heater elements 
and also ensure the bag or heat exchanger 16 physically 
contacts or is close to the temperature sensor at the ?uid 
outlet 28 to facilitate uniform heating. The heat exchanger 
(blood/?uid Warming) bag is constructed of four thousandth 
of an inch (0.004“) thick polyethylene. Heat sealing tech 
niques familiar to those skilled in the art are used for 
construction of the bag in accordance With the present 
invention. For example, the inlet, outlet the guide rails and 
the serpentine ?uid ?oW path betWeen inlet and outlet, can 
all be formed, using heat scaling of the bag. 
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FIG. 3 shows the heat seal pattern used in the manufacture 
of the preferred embodiment of the bag. The ?uid path is 
depicted in FIG. 3 to have ?ve sections, four parallel 
portions (52, 54, 56 & 58) to each other and one perpen 
dicular segment (60). The ?uid inlet 26, Which is open to the 
?uid path 52, alloWs cold ?oW ?uid into 52 then to segment 
60, onto portions 54, 56 and then to 58 Which is open to 
outlet 28. Each ?uid pathWay is equal in Width. Fluid 
pathWay inlet portion 52 is adjacent to ?uid pathWay outlet 
portion 58 to facilitate uniform heat distribution for all areas 
by setting up a thermal counter balance. 

FIG. 4 shoWs an exploded vieW of the energy reservoir 88 
and 90. There are tWo identical heater pads 92 vulcaniZed to 
energy reservoirs 88 and 90 contained in the device 10. One 
is located on each side of slot 12. As the bag or heat 
exchanger 16 is inserted into slot 12 it precisely aligns the 
outlet ?oW path portion With sensor 80. The alignment and 
registry betWeen the guide rails 48 and 50 of the heat 
exchanger 16 and mating guide channels 22 and 24 of the 
device 10 guarantees that this results. 

Each heater element 92 is silicone rubber and vulcaniZed 
to the energy reservoir 88 and 90. The general principles of 
construction are believed standard to the industry. The heater 
element 92 is a thin ?lm, insulated by thirty-tWo hundredths 
of an inch (0.032“) thickness of silicone rubber having the 
capacity to produce 500 Watts at 120 VAC input. Suitable 
heater elements are Well knoWn and available in the art. (For 
example, suitable heater elements are manufactured by 
WatloW Inc. of Saint Louis, Mo.) 

Sensor 80 is a resistance temperature detector (RTD) type 
PT 100 located near ?uid path outlet 28 of the heat 
exchanger. Sensor 80 is thermally insulated from the energy 
reservoir 88 and 90 by three layers 82 of Te?on®. The RTD 
sensor 80 is covered by a layer of high temperature adhesive 
86 and a thin layer of stainless steel 84. Total distance from 
sensor 80 to the ?uid in the heat exchanger is ten thou 
sandths of an inch (0.010“). Suitable sensors are Well knoWn 
and available in the art. (For example, a suitable sensor is 
manufactured by Minco Products Inc., of Minneapolis, 
Minn.) 

Referring to FIG. 3, the cold ?oW of ?uid enters the heat 
exchanger 16 at inlet port 26, ?oWs through ?oW path 
portion 52 to the left side of heat exchanger 16 through the 
bottom segment 60, then through right side (farthest side) 
?uid path portion 54, continues to ?uid path portion 56 With 
a 180° turn from ?uid path 54, and then continues to outlet 
?uid path portion 58 With another 180° turn from ?uid path 
56. Fluid path 58 is the Warmest ?uid path portion and is 
located in the middle of the coldest path portion 52 and a 
colder path portion 56, causing a thermal counter balance of 
energy. The RTD sensor is located near outlet 28 Where ?uid 
exits the heat exchanger 16. The automatic temperature 
controller stabiliZes at a preset temperature limit causing a 
thermal counter balance With the energy reservoir. 

The described sensor in its speci?c location is the key to 
the control system. The thermal feedback system used is a 
proportional, integral, derivative (PID) temperature control 
ler. This is a control mode With three functions. The “pro 
portional action” dampens the system response. “Integral” 
corrects for droop. “Derivative” seeks to prevent overshoot 
and undershoot. The sensor input sampling rate is 10 
samples/second of the ?uid exiting the heat exchanger 16. A 
thermal counterbalance of ?uid exists from the heat 
exchanger 16 compared to a predetermined set temperature 
Which is the feedback signal to PID temperature controller 
100. The temperature controller Will adjust and replenish 
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8 
any energy lost to the energy reservoir 88 and 90 through the 
heater elements 92. 
The primary PID temperature controller maintains a tem 

perature of approximately 35° to 40° C. in the ?uid over the 
?oW range of 10 to 300 ml/min for 10° C. ?uid input. For 
20° C. or above, the ?uid input may be Warmed to a ?oW rate 
of 500 ml/min. If the primary controller senses a ?uid 
temperature above 42° C. an audible alarm Will also sound 
and cut off poWer to the energy reservoir. The unit Will aWait 
a ?uid temperature drop beloW 42° C. before turning off the 
audible alarm. 
When the primary controller senses a ?uid temperature 

beloW 34° C. an audible alarm Will also sound and auto 
matically adjust poWer to the energy reservoir, aWaiting ?uid 
temperature rise above 34° C. before turning off the audible 
alarm. 
The temperature controller is recogniZed to be regularly 

available in the art. (The PID primary temperature controller 
100 is preferably a series 935 auto tuning controller manu 
factured by WatloW Control of Winona, Minn.). 

If the energy reservoir temperature reaches a predeter 
mined temperature, an audible alarm Will sound and poWer 
Will cut off to the energy reservoir and PID controller. The 
audible alarm can only be terminated by removing the poWer 
cord from the Wall socket. The safety cut-out sWitch 94 is 
Well knoWn and available in the art. (An example of a 
suitable back up mechanical temperature sWitch 94 is the 
Hermetic thermostat series 3100U, manufactured by ElWood 
Sensors, Inc. of Pawtucket, RI). 
As shoWn in the circuit diagram in FIG. 5, if there is a 

catastrophic failure, and the temperature of the energy 
reservoir rises to 45° C., a safety cutout bimetallic sWitch 
Which is embedded in the energy reservoir cuts off all poWer 
to device 10. No audible alarm is heard and the temperature 
display 36 goes blank. Suitable bimetallic sWitches are Well 
knoWn and available in the art. (A suitable bimetallic sWitch, 
for example, is Model 3450R manufactured by ElmWood 
Sensors, Inc. of Pawtucket, RI). 

Consequently, the four component, temperature sensing 
and electrical signal control system preferably comprises: 

a) A Proportional, Integral, Derivative temperature 
controller, 1/32 DIN; 

b) Primary Temperature Control Sensor Resistor Tem 
perature Detector, PT-100; 

c) A Back Up Temperature cutoff, hermetic thermostatic 
independent cutoff poWer PID and energy reservoir; 
and, 

d) A thermal cutout bimetallic sWitch Which Will inde 
pendently cut off poWer to device 10. 

Thus, to alloW maximum user ?exibility, especially 
important in emergency hospital care, a blood/?uid Warming 
system is designed and provided in Which the heat 
exchanger 16 is easily inserted into slot 12 of Warmer device 
10. For proper operation, the heat exchanger bag 16 must be 
completely inserted into slot 12 of device 10 by aligning 
guide rails 48 and 50 of heat exchanger 16 With mating slots 
22 and 24, respectively, of device 10. The bag or heat 
exchanger is continued to be inserted to the stop position 
Where rail 50 is completely inside slot 24 to ensure it is in 
place. 

Having described the invention With regard to certain 
speci?c embodiments thereof, it is to be understood that this 
description is not meant as a limitation since further modi 
?cations may noW suggest themselves to those skilled in the 
art, and it is intended to cover such modi?cations as fall 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 
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We claim as follows: 
1. A parenteral ?uid Warming system comprising: 
a) a ?uid Warming bag having an inlet, an outlet, and a 

counter ?oW ?uid path extending betWeen said inlet 
and said outlet, said counter ?oW ?uid path being a 
serpentine path having its coldest ?uid path portion 
positioned adjacent to its Warmest ?uid path portion, 
Wherein said coldest ?uid path portion is the portion of 
said ?uid path receiving ?uid from said inlet, and said 
Warmest ?uid path portion is the portion of said ?uid 
path providing ?uid to said outlet, and said bag having 
alignment means in the form of parallel guide rails; and 

b) a Warmer evice, having one energy reservoir With at 
least one heater, said bag being capable of being placed 
in thermal proximity to said energy reservoir such that 
said heater Warms ?uid passing through said ?uid path. 

2. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein said Warmer device comprises tWo heaters, said 
?uid Warming bag being located betWeen said heaters. 

3. A parenteral Warming system as claimed in claim 1 
Wherein said Warmer device is provided With cooperating 
registry means such that said bag, When inserted into said 
Warmer device, precisely aligns and registers said ?uid path. 

4. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
3 Wherein said ?uid Warming bag has outside edges, and said 
alignment means comprises at least tWo guide rails secured 
to said outside edges of said ?uid Warming bag, said guide 
rails being different siZed to prevent misinsertion. 

5. A parenteral ?uid Warming system comprising: 
a) a ?uid-Warming bag having an inlet, and outlet, and a 

counter ?oW ?uid path extending betWeen said inlet 
and said outlet, said counter ?oW ?uid path being a 
serpentine path having its coldest ?uid path portion 
positioned adjacent to its Warmest ?uid path portion, 
Wherein said coldest ?uid path portion is the portion of 
said ?uid path receiving ?uid from said inlet, and said 
Warmest ?uid path portion is the portion os said ?uid 
path providing ?uid to said outlet; and 

b) a Warmer device, having one energy reservoir With at 
least one heater, said bag being capable of being placed 
in thermal proximity to said energy reservoir such that 
said heater Warms ?uid passing through said ?uid path; 
and 

c) said ?uid Warming bag is provided With alignment 
means and said Warmer device is provided With coop 
erating registry means such that said bag, When inserted 
into said Warmer device, precisely aligns and registers 
said ?uid path; and 

d) Wherein said alignment means are color coded. 
6. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 

3 Wherein said registry means comprises at least tWo slots 
for receipt of said alignment means. 

7. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
4 Wherein said guide rails are a parallel pair located along 
said outside edges of said ?uid-Warming bag and said 
registry means comprise a pair of slots located in said 
Warmer device, said slots being capable of mating receipt of 
said guide rails. 

8. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
2 Wherein said Warmer device is provided With ?uid tem 
perature sensing means near said outlet. 

9. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein said Warmer device is provided With ?uid tem 
perature sensing means to detect the temperature of the ?uid 
contained Within said ?uid-Warming bag. 

10. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
9 Wherein said ?uid temperature sensing means is provided 
proximal to said ?uid-Warming bag. 
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11. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 

1 Wherein said Warmer device is provided With energy 
diffusing means to ensure that the energy generated by said 
at least one heater is uniformly distributed. 

12. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
8 Wherein said Warmer device is further provided With 
display means capable of indicating the temperature of said 
?uid at said outlet. 

13. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein said energy reservoir is provided With maximum 
temperature shut-off means to ensure that no poWer is 
provided to said at least one heater When a predetermined 
maximum temperature is reached at said energy reservoir. 

14. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
10 Wherein said ?uid temperature sensing means are sub 
stantially thermally insulated from sensing the temperature 
of said energy reservoir. 

15. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
14, further comprising thermal insulation interposed 
betWeen said ?uid temperature sensing means and said 
energy reservoir, said thermal insulation comprising tWo 
hundredths of an inch (0.020) of spacing. 

16. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
8 Wherein said temperature sensing means are located about 
a plane parallel to said energy reservoir. 

17. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
9 Wherein said ?uid temperature sensing means are located 
about a plane parallel to said energy reservoir. 

18. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
13 Wherein said maximum temperature shutoff means is 
located on the plane perpendicular to said energy reservoirs. 

19. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein a pair of said heaters are provided, said heaters 
being opposed to one another, With said ?uid Warming bag 
being located betWeen said heaters. 

20. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
8 Wherein the poWer provided to said heaters is determined 
as a function of the temperature sensed by said temperature 
sensing means. 

21. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
9 Wherein said ?uid temperature sensing means is ten 
thousandths of an inch (0.010“) from said ?uid. 

22. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein said energy reservoir is controlled by a 
microprocessor-based system controller, Which controls the 
temperature of said energy reservoir based on temperature 
data of the ?uid passing through the outlet of said ?uid 
Warming bag. 

23. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
22 Wherein said system controller adjusts the poWer to said 
heaters; measures and provides a display of the temperature 
of said ?uid at said outlet, and is further provided With a 
maximum temperature shutoff means. 

24. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1, Wherein electrical poWer to said at least one heater is shut 
off if the temperature sensed exceeds a perdetermined maxi 
mum. 

25. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein the device is provided With means for attachment 
to an IV pole for use in the horiZontal position. 

26. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
1 Wherein said device is Water resistant. 

27. Aparenteral ?uid Warming system as claimed in claim 
26, Wherein said Water resistant device de?nes a slot therein, 
said slot can be ?ushed out With Water Without damaging 
said Water resistant device. 

28. A ?uid Warming bag for use in a parenteral ?uid 
Warming system as a heat exchanger, said bag comprising an 
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inlet and an outlet, and a counter ?oW ?uid path extending 
betWeen said inlet and said outlet in the same plane, said 
?uid path being a serpentine path having the coldest segment 
of said path located adjacent to the Warmest segment of said 
path, said coldest segment being the segment of said ?uid 
path receiving ?uid from said inlet and said coldest segment 
being the segment of said ?uid path providing ?uid to said 
outlet, and said bag having alignment means in the form of 
parallel guide rails. 

29. A?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 28 Where said 
alignment means is provided for ensuring that said bag is 
registered Within a ?uid Warmer device. 

30. A ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 29 Wherein 
said alignment means comprises at least tWo parallel guide 
rails of different siZe. 

31. A ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 28 Wherein 
said bag is made of four mil (0.004“) three layer coextruded 
plastic. 

32. A ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 29 Wherein 
said alignment means comprises at least tWo parallel guide 
rails integrated into said ?uid Warming bag. 

33. A ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 28 Wherein 
said bag is made of polyethylene material. 

34. A ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 28 Wherein 
said bag is expandable plastic Which can in?ate to increase 
the surface area contact to enhance heat transfer. 

35. A ?uid Warming bag for use in a parenteral ?uid 
Warming system as a heat exchanger, said bag comprising an 
inlet and an outlet, and a counter ?oW ?uid path extending 
betWeen said inlet and said outlet in the same plane, said 
?uid path being a serpentine path having the coldest segment 
of said path located adjacent to the Warmest segment of said 
path, said coldest being the segment of said ?uid path 
receiving ?uid from said inlet and said Warmest segment 
being the segment of said ?uid path providing ?uid to said 
outlet, and Wherein an alignment means is provided for 
ensuring that said bag is registered Within a ?uid Warmer 
device; and Wherein said alignment means comprises at least 
tWo parallel guide rails of different color. 
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36. A parenteral ?uid Warming system comprising: 
a) a ?uid-Warming bag having an inlet, and outlet, and a 
?oW ?uid path extending betWeen said inlet and said 
outlet, said ?oW ?uid path being a serpentine path, 
Wherein the coldest ?uid path portion is the portion of 
said ?uid path receiving ?uid from said inlet, and the 
Warmest ?uid path portion is the portion of said ?uid 
path providing ?uid to said outlet; and 

b) a Warmer device, having one energy reservoir With at 
least one heater, said bag being capable of being placed 
in thermal proximity to said energy reservoir such that 
said heater Warms ?uid passing through said ?uid path; 
and 

c) said ?uid Warming bag being provided With alignment 
means in the form of parallel guide rails and said 
Warmer device being provided With cooperating regis 
try means such that said bag, When inserted into said 
Warmer device, precisely aligns and registers said ?uid 
path. 

37. The ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 36 Wherein 
said alignment means are color coded. 

38. The ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 36 Wherein 
said ?oW ?uid path is a counter ?oW ?uid path. 

39. A ?uid Warming bag for use in a parenteral ?uid 
Warming system as a heat exchanger, said bag comprising an 
inlet and an outlet, and a ?oW ?uid path extending betWeen 
said inlet and said outlet in the same plane, said ?uid path 
being a serpentine path having the coldest segment being the 
segment of said ?uid path receiving ?uid from said inlet and 
the Warmest segment being the segment of said ?uid path 
providing ?uid to said outlet, and Wherein an alignment 
means in the form of parallel guide rails is provided for 
ensuring that said bag is registered Within a ?uid Warmer 
device. 

40. The ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 39 Wherein 
said alignment means comprises at least tWo parallel guide 
rails. 

41. The ?uid Warming bag as claimed in claim 40 Wherein 
said parallel guide rails are of different color. 

* * * * * 
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