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[57] ABSTRACT 
Giant liquid crystal display means. The means com 
prises projection modules (MP) associated with mirrors 
(M1, M2) and a large screen (E). The screen carries 
colored ?lters (R, G, B) and the liquid crystal displays 
are monochromatic. Application to the projection of 
large television or pictures. 

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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GIANT LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY MEANS 

The present invention relates to a giant liquid crystal 
display means. It is used in the display of very large 
images or pictures (several square meters) and which 
are generally of the color video type. A fortiori, the 
invention can be used in less demanding ?elds, such as 
alphanumeric display, ?xed or slowly variable, mono 
chromatic and similar images. 

Giant display means can be produced either on the 
basis of cathode ray tubes, or liquid crystal displays. 
The ?rst group includes the Eidophore-type projec 

tor, which is based on an oil film tube locally deformed 
by an electron beam. As a result of its variable birefri 
gence, said oil ?lm leads to a contrast variation in the 
optical projection beam. The Eidophore is the only 
system permitting video projection on a very large 
screen. 

More widely adopted are the three-tube video pro 
jectors in which red, green and blue images of three 
very bright cathode ray tubes are projected onto an 
approximately 1 in2 screen. In addition, cathode ray 
tube modular panels are becoming widely used in the 
publicity and commercial display ?elds. 
With respect to the liquid crystal display projectors, 

a system is known having three displays illuminated 
respectively in the red, green and blue and having di 
chroic mirrors with a projection lens. 

Finally, certain ?rms have proposed color liquid 
crystal modular panels. 
However, all these means suffer from disadvantages. 
The cathode ray tube assemblies or liquid crystal 

displays suffer from the disadvantage of having a "black 
grid” effect due to the junction of the different modules 
and they are not suitable for high quality display. 

Moreover, the liquid crystal display modules suffer 
from a coloring heterogeneity due to the use of multiple 
colored mosaic ?lters (one per screen). As the eye is 
very sensitive to color variations, the observer gener 
ally very clearly distinguishes the coloring variations 
between the individual modules during the display of 
isochromatic ranges. 

Finally, in color liquid crystal displays used in said 
modules, the colored ?lters are located within the cell 
in order to avoid parallax effects. Therefore they are 
heated under the strong light flux, which leads to a 
deterioration in the contrast of the display. 

In projection systems using three displays with liquid 
crystals dedicated in each case to one color, said disad~ ' 
vantage does not exist because on this occasion the 
monochromatic ?lter is outside the liquid crystal cell. 
However, this system suffers from the use of expensive 

_ dichroic ?lters and the efficiency is only mediocre. 
Finally, the three-cathode ray tube projectors are 

only suitable for average sized circuits (approximately 1 
m2) and are of mediocre quality due to the fact that the 
tube image is not spatially fixed. The superimposing of 
the three colors is generally imperfect. 
Only the Eidophore system is appropriate for very 

large display surfaces, but it suffers from being costly 
and the need to have a specialized projection cabin. 
The present invention aims at obviating these disad 

vantages. It therefore recommends a means, character 
ized in that the screen is translucent and comprises a 

' front face directed towards the observer and a rear face 
having a mosaic of colored ?lters organized in triads of 
primary colors and comprises one or more projection 
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2 
modules, each having a white light source, a monochro 
matic liquid crystal display placed between the source 
and the rear face of the screen and optical means suit~ 
able for the projection of the image of the display onto 
the rear face of the screen, each display being consti 
tuted by pixels, each pixel being projected onto one of 
the different colored ?lters supported by the screen. 
Although the invention covers the case where only a 

single projection module is used, it is preferable to jux 
tapose a plurality of modules arranged in rows and 
columns, the images corresponding to said various mod 
ules being juxtaposed on the screen for forming a single 
image. Preferably, the liquid crystal display is of the 
active matrix type and e.g. uses thin ?lm transistors. 

Thus, in the means according to the invention, the 
liquid crystal displays are monochromatic, which obvi 
ates the presence of colored ?lters within the display 
and consequently the risk of them becoming heated and 
deteriorating. The colored ?lters are located on the 
observation screen. Their realization is facilitated, the 
constraints linked with the compatibility with the liquid 
crystals disappearing and it is possible to have larger 
dimensions (colored elements of approximately 1 mm2 
on the projection screen) allowing production by print 
mg. 
The projected images can be connected, to within the 

pixel, as a result of an adjustable mechanical assembly of 
the projection modules, the connections between the 
projected modular images then being invisible. 

Finally, the system of projecting by the rear leads to 
autonomous screens which, due to a set of mirrors, can 
be of limited thickness and therefore have limited over 
all dimensions. 
The invention is described in greater detail hereinaf 

ter relative to non-limitative embodiments and the at 
tached drawings, wherein show: 
FIG. 1 A diagrammatic perspective view of a means 

according to the invention. 
FIG. 2 A side view of a means according to the in 

vention. 
FIG. 3 The structure of a projection module. 
FIG. 4 The rear face of the projection screen. 
FIGS. 1 and 2 show a giant display means according 

to the invention, which comprises a very large screen E, 
two rows of three projection modules MP, each associ 
ated with a ?rst mirror M1 and a second mirror M2. 
The assembly is carried by a frame 6, which comprises 
not shown regulating means for the initial adjustment of 

i the different modules with respect to the screen. Op 
tionally a photo-sensitive cell C1 (cf. FIG. 2) measures 
the light intensity emitted by each module and conse 
quently controls the corresponding module for obtain 
ing the appropriate intensity. 
FIG. 3 illustrates in greater detail the structure of a 

projection module. It is possible to see a white light 
source S (metal iodide or halogen lamp), an aspherical 
condenser C, a double Fresnel lens F, a ?rst polarizer 
P1, a liquid crystal display A and a projection lens L. 
The display is located in the object focal plane of said 
lens, the screen E being located in the image plane. The 
second polarizer P2 is assumed to be engaged against 
the screen (cf. FIG. 4). _ 
The lamp-condenser-double Fresnel lens assembly 

serves to illuminate the display A under an obtuse angle, 
so that all the light passing through it converges in the 
center of the projection lens L. This leads to the optimi 
zation of the ef?ciency. The projection lens L has an 
adequate aperture to prevent any chromatic aberration. 
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The liquid crystal display is preferably of the active 
‘matrix type with thin ?lm transistors. A simple process 
for producing such a display only requiring two mask 
ing and etching levels is described in French patent No. 
2 533 072. Such a display leads to 'a high contrast, makes 
it possible to obtain grey levels and is appropriate for a 
rate compatible with television signals. 
The screen can be in accordance with FIG. 4. It is 

located in the image plane of the projection lens and is 
constituted by a transparent support 10 (glass or poly 
carbonate) having a front face 12 directed towards the 
observer 0 and a rear face 14. The latter is slightly 
matte, so as to diffuse the light in a comportable view 
ing angle (screen gain below 6). On the rear face 14 are 
deposited mosaics of colored ?lters 16 in the three prif 
mary colors R, G and B (red, green and blue), either 
using a direct printing process (offset or screen process 
printing), or by bonding a color ?lm. In order to opti 
mize the contrast (black quality), apart from colored 
?lters, it is possible to produce a black separating grid 
18 between the ?lters and which is known as a black 
matrix. It is also possible to bond one of the two polariz 
ers P2 to the observation screen, this being necessary 
for the operation of the liquid crystal displays, where it 
then also serves to protect the colored ?lters. 
The distribution of the pixels of the liquid crystal 

display is precisely that of the elementary colored ?lters 
of the screen. In the illustrated case, this distribution is 
“triangular” or staggered. The addressing rows remain 
horizontal, but the addressing columns have offsets. 
Thus, each display pixel is precisely projected onto one 
of the colored ?lters of the screen. Each display is con 
trolled in such a way that the projected image, which is 
only intensity modulated, makes the desired image ap 
pear in color. 

In a purely explanatory manner, it is possible to pro 
duce liquid crystal displays of dimensions 7X9 cm with 
a spacing of 250 pm. It is possible to use a magni?cation 
of 10, which leads to 70x90 cm modular images. The 
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screen can comprise ?lters distributed with a spacing of 40 
2.5 mm and have dimensions 1.4x 2.7 m. Thus, there are 
two rows of three modular images. Such an image con 
sequently comprises 560 rows of 360 triads, i.e. 
560X 1080 pixels. 

I claim: 
1. A giant display device comprising a large translu 

cent screen having a front face directed toward an ob 
server and a rear face covered by a mosaic of colored 
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4 
?lters organized in triads of primary colors, a liquid 
crystal display device having a mosaic of pixels, a plu 
rality of optical projection modules comprising a white 
light source and optical means for projecting an image 
of said mosaic of pixels of said liquid crystal display 
device onto said mosaic of colored ?lters on said rear 
face of said screen, each pixel of said mosaic of pixels of 
said liquid crystal display device being optically pro 
jected by said optical projection modules on one ?lter 
of said mosaic of colored ?lters. 

2. A giant display device according to claim 1, 
‘ wherein said plurality of optical projection modules are 
juxtaposed in rows and columns, the images projected 
by' said modules juxtaposed in rows and columns for 
forming a single image on said screen. 

3. A giant display device according to claim 1, 
wherein said screen is constituted by a transparent sup 
port having a matte rear face. 

4. A giant display device according to claim 1, 
wherein said screen comprises on its rear face a black 
matrix for separating said colored ?lters. _ 

5. A giant display device according to claim 1, 
wherein said liquid crystal display device is of the active 
matrix type. 

6. A giant display device according to claim 5, 
wherein said active matrix display is of the thin ?lm 
transistor type. 

7. A giant display device according to claim 5, 
wherein said colored ?lters are distributed in triangular 
form (R, G, B) and said liquid crystal display device 
comprises pixels also organized in triangular form. 

8. A giant display device according to claim 1, 
wherein each optical projection module comprises, in 
front of said light source successively, a condenser, a 
double Fresnel lens, a ?rst polarizer, a projection lens 
with an object focal plane in which is placed said liquid 
crystal display device, a ?rst re?ecting mirror, a second 
reflecting mirror, and a second polarizer, said screen 
being placed in the image plane of the projection lens. 

9. A giant display device according to claim 8, 
wherein said second polarizer is placed against said rear 
face of said screen. 

10. A giant display device according to claim 1, com 
prising further means for checking the light intensity 
projected by each projection module and means for 
controlling on return said intensity at an appropriate 
value. 
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