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INTERCONNECT FOR ON-BODY ANALYTE 
MONITORING DEVICE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application claims the bene?t of US. 
Provisional Application No. 61/247,516, ?led Sep. 30, 2009, 
the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference 
for all purposes. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to an analyte monitor 
ing system. More particularly, the present invention relates to 
apparatus for establishing electrical communication betWeen 
an analyte sensor and an electronics unit in an on-body ana 
lyte monitoring device. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The detection and/ or monitoring of glucose levels or 
other analytes, such as lactate, oxygen, AlC, or the like, in 
certain individuals is vitally important to their health. For 
example, the monitoring of glucose is particularly important 
to individuals With diabetes. Diabetics generally monitor glu 
cose levels to determine if their glucose levels are being 
maintained Within a clinically safe range, and may also use 
this information to determine if and/ or When insulin is needed 
to reduce glucose levels in their bodies or When additional 
glucose is needed to raise the level of glucose in their bodies. 
[0004] Growing clinical data demonstrates a strong corre 
lation betWeen the frequency of glucose monitoring and gly 
cemic control. Despite such correlation, many individuals 
diagnosed With a diabetic condition do not monitor their 
glucose levels as frequently as they should due to a combina 
tion of factors including convenience, testing discretion, pain 
associated With glucose testing, and cost. 
[0005] Devices have been developed for the automatic 
monitoring of analyte(s), such as glucose, in bodily ?uid such 
as in the blood stream or in interstitial ?uid (“ISF”), or other 
biological ?uid. Some of these analyte measuring devices are 
con?gured so that at least a portion of the devices are posi 
tioned beloW a skin surface of a user, e.g., in a blood vessel or 
in the subcutaneous tissue of a user, so that the monitoring is 
accomplished in vivo. 
[0006] With the continued development of analyte moni 
toring devices and systems, there is a need for such analyte 
monitoring devices, systems, and methods, as Well as for 
processes for manufacturing analyte monitoring devices and 
systems that are cost effective, convenient, and With reduced 
pain, provide discreet monitoring to encourage frequent ana 
lyte monitoring to improve glycemic control. 
[0007] Typically, a glucose monitor consists of an analyte 
sensor that is implanted in a patient and an electronics unit 
adapted to establish electrical communication With the ana 
lyte sensor. The electrical communication may be accom 
plished utiliZing a number of different interconnects. For 
example, some electronics units utiliZe pogo pins, polymer 
pins, solid pins, or springs as interconnects. HoWever, each of 
these knoWn interconnects has potential drawbacks. For 
example, pogo pins are not durable and moisture can seep into 
the spring mechanism, thereby degrading their performance. 
Similarly, polymer pins can degrade and Wear after multiple 
cleanings Solid pins generally require extensive modi?cation 
of existing systems, leading to higher costs for the patient. 
Spring connections are delicate, and may be prone to failure 
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after extended use. Therefore, there clearly exists a need for a 
loW-cost, Waterproof, ?exible interconnect that alloWs for 
e?icient and reliable electrical communication betWeen an 
analyte sensor and an electronics unit. 
[0008] In other instances, a user may need to Wear an on 
body analyte monitoring device for an extended period of 
time. Generally, the on-body monitoring device includes a 
mounting unit housing an analyte sensor and an electronics 
unit unit. HoWever, such devices can be bulky and uncom 
fortable due to the siZe and vertical height (“Z-height”) of the 
electronics unit and the siZe of the mounting unit, Which is 
should be su?iciently large to house the electronics unit. 
Therefore, there exists a need for an on-body analyte moni 
toring device having a streamlined body and loW pro?le (e. g., 
reduced Z-height) for a more comfortable Wear and patient 
compliance. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0009] Generally, the present invention relates to an inter 
connect con?gured to establish electrical communication 
betWeen an analyte sensor and an electronics unit. The ana 
lyte sensor, interconnect, and the electronics unit de?ne an 
on-body analyte monitoring device having a loW pro?le. The 
on-body analyte monitoring device can be used With analyte 
monitoring system, such as for example, a continuous glu 
cose monitoring system or analyte measurement system 
Which provides analyte levels on demand. An analyte moni 
toring system generally includes an on-body analyte moni 
toring device and one or more receiver/ display units. Option 
ally, the analtye monitoring system can further include a data 
processing unit, such as for example a CPU. Thus, in one 
embodiment, the on-body analyte monitoring device com 
prises an analyte sensor for measuring analyte levels, an 
electronics unit adapted to process the signals relating to the 
analyte levels generated by the analyte sensor, and an inter 
connect adapted to establish electrical conductivity betWeen 
the electronics unit and the analyte sensor. 
[0010] In one embodiment, the electronics unit includes a 
processor disposed Within the body of the electronics unit. 
The processor can comprise an application speci?c integrated 
circuit (ASIC). In some embodiments, an elongate intercon 
nect is coupled to the body of the electronics unit, such as for 
example the sideWall of the electronics unit proximate an 
analyte sensor. In some embodiments, the elongate intercon 
nect can extend laterally from the electronics unit so as to 
contact an analyte sensor disposed adjacent the electronics 
unit. 
[0011] The elongate interconnect comprises conductive 
material, such as but not limited to conductive cables, such as 
ribbon cables. In some embodiments, the conductive material 
can be embedded or etched in a ?exible material, such as a 
?exible strip of thermoplastic material. The ?exible strip may 
be formed from any suitable thermoplastic material. For 
example, the thermoplastic material includes polyimides 
such as Apical, Kapton, UPILEX, VTEC PI, Norton TH, 
polyester, mylar, and Kaptrex. HoWever, in other embodi 
ments, the conductive material can be encapsulated in a ?ex 
ible sheath. 
[0012] In some embodiments, the elongate interconnect is 
coupled to the electronics unit, for example, to a circuit board 
disposed in the body of the electronics unit, to establish 
electrical communication betWeen the electronics unit and 
interconnect. Additionally, the elongate interconnect can 
establish electrical communication With an analyte sensor. In 
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some embodiments, the elongate interconnect can include a 
conductive material such as a conductive contact to contact or 

otherwise couple to the analyte sensor, thereby establishing 
electrical communication betWeen the interconnect and the 
analyte sensor. In some embodiments, the elongate intercon 
nect is formed of a ?exible material such that the extended 
length of the interconnect can collapse or otherWise deform 
When the electronics unit is coupled to the analyte sensor. 
Upon disengagement of the analyte sensor and the electronics 
unit, the elongate interconnect can return to its non-collapsed 
con?guration. 
[0013] The analyte sensor, for example, in some embodi 
ments, includes a substrate having conductive material, such 
as one or more electrodes and one or more conductive con 

tacts. In some embodiments, the conductive material com 
prises gold, Which can be formed using ablation techniques 
(e. g., laser ablation). The analyte sensor can be con?gured to 
monitor glucose levels or any other analyte of interest, includ 
ing drugs. 
[0014] In some embodiments, the electronics unit may fur 
ther comprise a seal disposed proximate the elongate inter 
connect. The seal may be an individual molded component 
made of loW durometer silicone, rubber or some other mate 
rial TPE. In some embodiments, the interconnect extends 
approximately 1 mm beyond the face of the seal. When the 
electronics unit is locked into position, the interconnect com 
presses and makes contact With the conductive pads on the 
sensor. The seal also compresses to form a barrier around the 
perimeter of the interconnect/ sensor connection. The inter 
connect may Work Without the seal, hoWever once liquid or 
dust got in, the interconnect/ sensor interface may be compro 
mised and fail. 
[0015] In some embodiments, the seal includes an opening 
to permit direct contact of a conductive contact disposed on 
the interconnect to the analyte sensor. In this manner, the 
analyte sensor and the electronics unit can establish electrical 
conductivity via the closed circuit provided by the intercon 
nect. 

[0016] In another aspect of the invention, an on-body ana 
lyte monitoring device having a reduced vertical height is 
provided. In one embodiment, the interconnect includes a top 
surface and a bottom surface adapted to engage, for example, 
interlock, With the body of the electronics unit. The intercon 
nect includes conductive material, Which establishes electri 
cal communication With and betWeen both an analyte sensor 
and an electronics unit. In some embodiments, the electronics 
unit may comprise a circuit board for interfacing With a con 
ductive area of the interconnect thereby establishing electri 
cal communication betWeen the interconnect and the elec 
tronics unit. Thus, When interconnect is engaged to the 
electronics unit, the conductive material or areas of the inter 
connect forrn a closed circuitry With the electronics unit and 
the analyte sensor, thereby establishing electrical communi 
cation betWeen the analyte sensor and the electronics unit. 
[0017] In some embodiments, the conductive material 
includes a conductive ?lm, such as an anisotropic ?lm or an 
elastomeric connector, such as a Zebra® style connector. 
Alternatively, the ?rst and second conductive material can 
include clips. 
[0018] In one embodiment, the conductive surfaces can 
further include an adhesive for adhering the electronics unit 
and analyte sensor to the interconnect. The adhesive can be a 
UV curable adhesive or any other suitable adhesive. Other 
examples include a multi-adhesive system, such as a silver 
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loaded epoxy, Which alloWs for the electronics unit and ana 
lyte sensor to be adhered together While also placing the 
electronics unit and analyte sensor in electrical communica 
tion. 
[0019] The interconnect can also include a poWer source, 
such as a battery to poWer the electronics unit. In this manner, 
the electronics unit can be con?gured Without its oWn internal 
poWer supply. 
[0020] In some embodiments, the bottom surface of the 
interconnect includes an adhesive surface capable of bonding 
With human skin. Accordingly, the interconnect can also serve 
as a mounting unit to adhere the on-body device to a subject, 
such that a separate mounting unit component is not required. 
[0021] In some embodiments, the interconnect is con?g 
ured to engage the electronics unit to de?ne a tWo-component 
on-body monitoring device. In other embodiments, the inter 
connect, sensor, and electronics unit are integrated to de?ne a 
single component on-body monitoring device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. 1A illustrates a block diagram of a data moni 
toring and management system for practicing one or more 
embodiments of the present invention; 
[0023] FIG. 1B illustrates a schematic diagram of the ele 
ments of FIG. 1A; 
[0024] FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic vieW of an electronics 
unit according to one or more embodiments of the present 

invention; 
[0025] FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic vieW of the elongate 
interconnect of the electronics unit of FIG. 2 in a ?at position; 
[0026] FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic vieW of the electronics 
unit of FIG. 2 When it is in contact With an analyte sensor; 
[0027] FIGS. 5A-5D depict various elongate interconnects 
compatible With one or more embodiments of the present 

invention; 
[0028] FIG. 6 depicts a pictorial vieW of an analyte moni 
toring device according to another embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0029] FIG. 7A depicts a pictorial vieW of the analyte moni 
toring device of FIG. 6 When it is disassembled; 
[0030] FIG. 7B depicts a bottom vieW of the on-body ana 
lyte monitoring device of FIG. 7A; 
[0031] FIG. 8 depicts the interconnect of FIG. 7B With the 
battery and analyte sensor removed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0032] Before the present disclosure is described in detail, 
it is to be understood that this disclosure is not limited to 
particular embodiments described, as such may, of course, 
vary. It is also to be understood that the terminology used 
herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodi 
ments only, and is not intended to be limiting, since the scope 
of the present disclosure Will be limited only by the appended 
claims. 
[0033] Where a range of values is provided, it is understood 
that each intervening value, to the tenth of the unit of the loWer 
limit unless the context clearly dictates otherWise, betWeen 
the upper and loWer limit of that range and any other stated or 
intervening value in that stated range, is encompassed Within 
the disclosure. The upper and loWer limits of these smaller 
ranges may independently be included in the smaller ranges is 
also encompassed Within the disclosure, subject to any spe 
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ci?cally excluded limit in the stated range. Where the stated 
range includes one or both of the limits, ranges excluding 
either or both of those included limits are also included in the 
disclosure. 
[0034] Unless de?ned otherWise, all technical and scien 
ti?c terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to Which this 
disclosure belongs. Although any methods and materials 
similar or equivalent to those described herein can also be 
used in the practice or testing of the present disclosure, the 
preferred methods and materials are noW described. All pub 
lications mentioned herein are incorporated herein by refer 
ence to disclose and describe the methods and/or materials in 
connection With Which the publications are cited. 
[0035] It must be noted that as used herein and in the 
appended claims, the singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” 
include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates 
otherWise. 
[0036] The publications discussed herein are provided 
solely for their disclosure prior to the ?ling date of the present 
application. Nothing herein is to be construed as an admission 
that the present disclosure is not entitled to antedate such 
publication by virtue of prior disclosure. 
[0037] Further, the dates of publication provided may be 
different from the actual publication dates Which may need to 
be independently con?rmed. 
[0038] As Will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon 
reading this disclosure, each of the individual embodiments 
described and illustrated herein has discrete components and 
features Which may be readily separated from or combined 
With the features of any of the other several embodiments 
Without departing from the scope or spirit of the present 
disclosure. 
[0039] The ?gures shoWn herein are not necessarily draWn 
to scale, With some components and features being exagger 
ated for clarity. 
[0040] Generally, embodiments of the present disclosure 
relate to in vivo methods and devices for detecting at least one 
analyte such as glucose in body ?uid. Accordingly, embodi 
ments include in vivo analyte sensors con?gured so that at 
least a portion of the sensor is positioned in the body of a user 
(e. g., Within the ISF), to obtain information about at least one 
analyte of the body, e.g., transcutaneously positioned in 
user’s body. In certain embodiments, an in vivo analyte sensor 
is coupled to an electronics unit that is maintained on the body 
of the user such as on a skin surface, Where such coupling 
provides on body, in vivo analyte sensor electronics assem 
blies. 
[0041] In certain embodiments, analyte information is 
communicated from a ?rst device such as an on body elec 
tronics unit to a second device Which may include user inter 
face features, including a display, and/ or the like. Information 
may be communicated from the ?rst device to the second 
device automatically and/or continuously When the analyte 
information is available, or may not be communicated auto 
matically and/or continuously, but rather stored or logged in a 
memory of the ?rst device. Accordingly, in many embodi 
ments of the system, analyte information derived by the sen 
sor/on body electronics (for example, on body electronics 
assembly) is made available in a user-usable or vieWable form 
only When queried by the user such that the timing of data 
communication is selected by the user. 
[0042] In this manner, analyte information is only provided 
or evident to a user (provided at a user interface device) When 
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desired by the user even though an in vivo analyte sensor 
automatically and/ or continuously monitors the analyte level 
in vivo, i.e., the sensor automatically monitors analyte such as 
glucose on a pre-de?ned time interval over its usage life. For 
example, an analyte sensor may be positioned in vivo and 
coupled to on body electronics for a given sensing period, 
e.g., about 14 days. In certain embodiments, the sensor-de 
rived analyte information is automatically communicated 
from the sensor electronics assembly to a remote monitor 
device or display device for output to a user throughout the 14 
day period according to a schedule programmed at the on 
body electronics (e.g., about every 1 minute or about every 5 
minutes or about every 10 minutes, or the like). In certain 
embodiments, sensor-derived analyte information is only 
communicated from the sensor electronics assembly to a 
remote monitor device or display device at user-determined 
times, e.g., Whenever a user decides to check analyte infor 
mation. At such times, a communications system is activated 
and sensor-derived information is then sent from the on body 
electronics to the remote device or display device. 

[0043] In still other embodiments, the information may be 
communicated from the ?rst device to the second device 
automatically and/ or continuously When the analyte informa 
tion is available, and the second device stores or logs the 
received information Without presenting or outputting the 
information to the user. In such embodiments, the informa 
tion is received by the second device from the ?rst device 
When the information becomes available (e.g., When the sen 
sor detects the analyte level according to a time schedule). 
HoWever, the received information is initially stored in the 
second device and only output to a user interface or an output 
component of the second device (e.g., display) upon detection 
of a request for the information on the second device. 

[0044] Accordingly, in certain embodiments once a sensor 
electronics assembly is placed on the body so that at least a 
portion of the in vivo sensor is in contact With bodily ?uid 
such as ISP and the sensor is electrically coupled to the 
electronics unit, sensor derived analyte information may be 
communicated from the on body electronics to a display 
device on-demand by poWering on the display device (or it 
may be continually poWered), and executing a softWare algo 
rithm stored in and accessed from a memory of the display 
device, to generate one or more request commands, control 
signal or data packet to send to the on body electronics. The 
softWare algorithm executed under, for example, the control 
of the microprocessor or application speci?c integrated cir 
cuit (ASIC) of the display device may include routines to 
detect the position of the on body electronics relative to the 
display device to initiate the transmission of the generated 
request command, control signal and/or data packet. 
[0045] Display devices may also include programming 
stored in memory for execution by one or more microproces 
sors and/or ASICs to generate and transmit the one or more 

request command, control signal or data packet to send to the 
on body electronics in response to a user activation of an input 
mechanism on the display device such as depressing a button 
on the display device, triggering a soft button associated With 
the data communication function, and so on. The input 
mechanism may be alternatively or additionally provided on 
or in the on body electronics Which may be con?gured for 
user activation. In certain embodiments, voice commands or 
audible signals may be used to prompt or instruct the micro 
processor orASIC to execute the softWare routine(s) stored in 
the memory to generate and transmit the one or more request 
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command, control signal or data packet to the on body device. 
In the embodiments that are voice activated or responsive to 
voice commands or audible signals, on body electronics and/ 
or display device includes a microphone, a speaker, and pro 
cessing routines stored in the respective memories of the on 
body electronics and/or the display device to process the 
voice commands and/or audible signals. In certain embodi 
ments, positioning the on body device and the display device 
Within a predetermined distance (e.g., close proximity) rela 
tive to each other initiates one or more softWare routines 

stored in the memory of the display device to generate and 
transmit a request command, control signal or data packet. 

[0046] Different types and/or forms and/ or amounts of 
information may be sent for each on demand reading, includ 
ing but not limited to one or more of current analyte level 
information (i.e., real time or the most recently obtained 
analyte level information temporally corresponding to the 
time the reading is initiated), rate of change of an analyte over 
a predetermined time period, rate of the rate of change of an 
analyte (acceleration in the rate of change), historical analyte 
information corresponding to analyte information obtained 
prior to a given reading and stored in memory of the assembly. 
Some or all of real time, historical, rate of change, rate of rate 
of change (such as acceleration or deceleration) information 
may be sent to a display device for a given reading. In certain 
embodiments, the type and/ or form and/or amount of infor 
mation sent to a display device may be preprogrammed and/ 
or unchangeable (e. g., preset at manufacturing), or may not be 
preprogrammed and/ or unchangeable so that it may be select 
able and/ or changeable in the ?eld one or more times (e. g., by 
activating a sWitch of the system, etc). Accordingly, in certain 
embodiments, for each on demand reading, a display device 
Will output a current (real time) sensor-derived analyte value 
(e.g., in numerical format), a current rate of analyte change 
(e. g., in the form of an analyte rate indicator such as a arroW 
pointing in a direction to indicate the current rate), and ana 
lyte trend history data based on sensor readings acquired by 
and stored in memory of on body electronics (e.g., in the form 
of a graphical trace). Additionally, the on skin or sensor 
temperature reading or measurement associated With each on 
demand reading may be communicated from the on body 
electronics to the display device. The temperature reading or 
measurement, hoWever, may not be output or displayed on the 
display device, but rather, used in conjunction With a softWare 
routine executed by the display device to correct or compen 
sate the analyte measurement output to the user on the display 
device. 

[0047] As described, embodiments include in vivo analyte 
sensors and on body electronics that together provide body 
Wearable sensor electronics assemblies. In certain embodi 
ments, in vivo analyte sensors are fully integrated With on 
body electronics (?xedly connected during manufacture), 
While in other embodiments they are separate but connectable 
post manufacture (e.g., before, during or after sensor inser 
tion into a body). On body electronics may include an in vivo 
glucose sensor, electronics, battery, and antenna encased (ex 
cept for the sensor portion that is for in vivo positioning) in a 
Waterproof housing that includes or is attachable to an adhe 
sive pad. In certain embodiments, the housing Withstands 
immersion in about one meter of Water for up to at least 30 
minutes. In certain embodiments, the housing Withstands 
continuous underWater contact, e. g., for longer than about 30 
minutes, and continues to function properly according to its 
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intended use, e.g., Without Water damage to the housing elec 
tronics Where the housing is suitable for Water submersion. 
[0048] Embodiments include sensor insertion devices, 
Which also may be referred to herein as sensor delivery units, 
or the like. Insertion devices may retain on body electronics 
assemblies completely in an interior compartment, i.e., an 
insertion device may be “pre-loaded” With on body electron 
ics assemblies during the manufacturing process (e.g., on 
body electronics may be packaged in a sterile interior com 
partment of an insertion device). In such embodiments, inser 
tion devices may form sensor assembly packages (including 
sterile packages) for pre-use or neW on body electronics 
assemblies, and insertion devices con?gured to apply onbody 
electronics assemblies to recipient bodies. 
[0049] Embodiments include portable handheld display 
devices, as separate devices and spaced apart from an on body 
electronics assembly, that collect information from the 
assemblies and provide sensor derived analyte readings to 
users. Such devices may also be referred to as meters, readers, 
monitors, receivers, human interface devices, companions, or 
the like. Certain embodiments may include an integrated in 
vitro analyte meter. In certain embodiments, display devices 
include one or more Wired or Wireless communications ports 

such as USB, serial, parallel, or the like, con?gured to estab 
lish communication betWeen a display device and another 
unit (e.g., on body electronics, poWer unit to recharge a bat 
tery, a PC, etc). For example, a display device communication 
port may enable charging a display device battery With a 
respective charging cable and/or data exchange betWeen a 
display device and its compatible informatics softWare. 
[0050] Compatible informatics softWare in certain embodi 
ments include, for example, but not limited to stand alone or 
netWork connection enabled data management softWare pro 
gram, resident or running on a display device, personal com 
puter, a server terminal, for example, to perform data analysis, 
charting, data storage, data archiving and data communica 
tion as Well as data synchroniZation. Informatics softWare in 
certain embodiments may also include softWare for executing 
?eld upgradable functions to upgrade ?rmWare of a display 
device and/ or on body electronics unit to upgrade the resident 
softWare on the display device and/ or the on body electronics 
unit, e.g., With versions of ?rmware that include additional 
features and/or include softWare bugs or errors ?xed, etc. 
[0051] Embodiments may include a haptic feedback fea 
ture such as a vibration motor or the like, con?gured so that 
corresponding noti?cations (e.g., a successful on-demand 
reading received at a display device), may be delivered in the 
form of haptic feedback. 
[0052] Embodiments include programming embedded on a 
computer readable medium, i.e., computer-based application 
softWare (may also be referred to herein as informatics soft 
Ware or programming or the like) that processes analyte infor 
mation obtained from the system and/or user self-reported 
data. Application softWare may be installed on a host com 
puter such as a mobile telephone, PC, an Internet-enabled 
human interface device such as an Internet-enabled phone, 
personal digital assistant, or the like, by a display device or an 
on body electronics unit. Informatics programming may 
transform data acquired and stored on a display device or on 
body unit for use by a user. 

[0053] Embodiments of the subject disclosure are 
described primarily With respect to glucose monitoring 
devices and systems, and methods of glucose monitoring, for 
convenience only and such description is in no Way intended 



US 2011/0191044 A1 

to limit the scope of the disclosure. It is to be understood that 
the analyte monitoring system may be con?gured to monitor 
a variety of analytes at the same time or at different times. 

[0054] For example, analytes that may be monitored 
include, but are not limited to, acetyl choline, amylase, biliru 
bin, cholesterol, chorionic gonadotropin, creatine kinase 
(e. g., CK-MB), creatine, DNA, fructosamine, glucose, 
glutamine, groWth hormones, hormones, ketones, lactate, 
oxygen, peroxide, prostate-speci?c antigen, prothrombin, 
RNA, thyroid stimulating hormone, and troponin. The con 
centration of drugs, such as, for example, antibiotics (e.g., 
gentamicin, vancomycin, and the like), digitoxin, digoxin, 
drugs of abuse, theophylline, and Warfarin, may also be moni 
tored. In those embodiments that monitor more than one 
analyte, the analytes may be monitored at the same or differ 
ent times, With a single sensor or With a plurality of sensors 
Which may use the same on body electronics (e.g., simulta 
neously) or With different on body electronics. 
[0055] As described in detail beloW, embodiments include 
devices, systems, kits and/or methods to monitor one or more 
physiological parameters such as, for example, but not lim 
ited to, analyte levels, temperature levels, heart rate, user 
activity level, over a predetermined monitoring time period. 
Also provided are methods of manufacturing. Predetermined 
monitoring time periods may be less than about 1 hour, or 
may include about 1 hour or more, e. g., about a feW hours or 
more, e.g., about a feW days of more, e.g., about 3 or more 
days, e.g., about 5 days or more, e.g., about 7 days or more, 
e.g., about 10 days or more, e.g., about 14 days or more, e.g., 
about several Weeks, e.g., about 1 month or more. In certain 
embodiments, after the expiration of the predetermined moni 
toring time period, one or more features of the system may be 
automatically deactivated or disabled at the on body electron 
ics assembly and/or display device. 
[0056] For example, a predetermined monitoring time 
period may begin With positioning the sensor in vivo and in 
contact With a body ?uid such as ISF, and/ or With the initia 
tion (or poWering on to full operational mode) of the on body 
electronics. Initialization of on body electronics may be 
implemented With a command generated and transmitted by a 
display device in response to the activation of a sWitch and/or 
by placing the display device Within a predetermined distance 
(e.g., close proximity) to the on body electronics, or by user 
manual activation of a sWitch on the on body electronics unit, 
e.g., depressing a button, or such activation may be caused by 
the insertion device, e.g., as described in Us. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 12/698,129 ?led on Feb. 1, 2010 and Us. 
Provisional Application Nos. 61/238,646, 61/246,825, 
61/247,516, 61/249,535, 61/317,243, 61/345,562, and 
61/361,374, the disclosures of each of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference for all purposes. 
[0057] When initialiZed in response to a received command 
from a display device, the on body electronics retrieves and 
executes from its memory softWare routine to fully poWer on 
the components of the on body electronics, effectively plac 
ing the on body electronics in full operational mode in 
response to receiving the activation command from the dis 
play device. For example, prior to the receipt of the command 
from the display device, a portion of the components in the on 
body electronics may be poWered by its internal poWer supply 
such as a battery While another portion of the components in 
the on body electronics may be in poWered doWn or loW 
poWer including no poWer, inactive mode, or all components 
may be in an inactive mode, poWered doWn mode. Upon 
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receipt of the command, the remaining portion (or all) of the 
components of the on body electronics is sWitched to active, 
fully operational mode. 
[0058] Embodiments of on body electronics may include 
one or more circuit boards With electronics including control 
logic implemented in ASIC, microprocessors, memory, and 
the like, and transcutaneously positionable analyte sensors 
forming a single assembly. On body electronics may be con 
?gured to provide one or more signals or data packets asso 
ciated With a monitored analyte level upon detection of a 
display device of the analyte monitoring system Within a 
predetermined proximity for a period of time (for example, 
about 2 minutes, e.g., 1 minute or less, e.g., about 30 seconds 
orless, e.g., about 10 seconds orless, e.g., about 5 seconds or 
less, e.g., about 2 seconds or less) and/ or until a con?rmation, 
such as an audible and/or visual and/ or tactile (e.g., vibratory) 
noti?cation, is output on the display device indicating suc 
cessful acquisition of the analyte related signal from the on 
body electronics. A distinguishing noti?cation may also be 
output for unsuccessful acquisition in certain embodiments. 
[0059] In certain embodiments, the monitored analyte level 
may be correlated and/or converted to glucose levels in blood 
or other ?uids such as ISF. Such conversion may be accom 
plished With the on body electronics, but in many embodi 
ments Will be accomplished With display device electronics. 
In certain embodiments, glucose level is derived from the 
monitored analyte level in the ISF. 
[0060] Analyte sensors may be insertable into a vein, artery, 
or other portion of the body containing analyte. In certain 
embodiments, analyte sensors may be positioned in contact 
With ISP to detect the level of analyte, Where the detected 
analyte level may be used to infer the user’s glucose level in 
blood or interstitial tissue. 
[0061] Embodiments include transcutaneous sensors and 
also Wholly implantable sensors and Wholly implantable 
assemblies in Which a single assembly including the analyte 
sensor and electronics are provided in a sealed housing (e. g., 
hermetically sealed biocompatible housing) for implantation 
in a user’s body for monitoring one or more physiological 
parameters. 

Embodiments of In Vivo Analyte Monitoring 
Systems 

[0062] FIGS. 1A and 1B shoW an exemplary in vivo-based 
analyte monitoring system 100 in accordance With embodi 
ments of the present disclosure. As shoWn, in certain embodi 
ments, analyte monitoring system 100 includes on body elec 
tronics 110 electrically coupled to in vivo analyte sensor 101 
and attached to adhesive layer 140 for attachment on a skin 
surface on the body of a user. On body electronics 110 
includes on body housing 119, that de?nes an interior com 
partment. Also shoWn in FIG. 1B is insertion device 150 that, 
When operated, transcutaneously positions a portion of ana 
lyte sensor 101 through a skin surface and in ?uid contact 
With interstitial ?uid, and positions on body electronics 110 
and adhesive layer 140 on a skin surface In certain embodi 
ments, on body electronics 110, analyte sensor 101 and adhe 
sive layer 140 are sealed Within the housing of insertion 
device 150 before use, and in certain embodiments, adhesive 
layer 140 is also sealed Within the housing or itself provides a 
terminal seal of the insertion device 150. Devices, systems 
and methods that maybe used With embodiments herein are 
described, e. g., in Us. patent application Ser. No. 12/698,129 
and Us. Provisional Application Nos. 61/238,646, 61/246, 
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825, 61/247,516, 61/249,535, 61/317,243, 61/345,562, and 
61/361,374, the disclosures of each of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference for all purposes. 
[0063] Referring back to the FIG. 1B, analyte monitoring 
system 100 includes display device 120 Which includes a 
display 122 to output information to the user, an input com 
ponent 121 such as a button, actuator, a touch sensitive 
sWitch, a capacitive sWitch, pressure sensitive sWitch, jog 
Wheel or the like, to input data or command to display device 
120 or otherWise control the operation of display device 120. 
It is noted that some embodiments may include display-less 
devices or devices Without any user interface components. 
These devices may be functionaliZed to store data as a data 
logger and/or provide a conduit to transfer data from on body 
electronics and/or a display-less device to another device 
and/or location. Embodiments Will be described herein as 
display devices for exemplary purposes Which are in no Way 
intended to limit the embodiments of the present disclosure. It 
Will be apparent that display-less devices may also be used in 
certain embodiments. 
[0064] In certain embodiments, on body electronics 110 
may be con?gured to store some or all of the monitored 
analyte related data received from analyte sensor 101 in a 
memory during the monitoring time period, and maintain it in 
memory until the usage period ends. In such embodiments, 
stored data is retrieved from on body electronics 110 at the 
conclusion of the monitoring time period, for example, after 
removing analyte sensor 101 from the user by detaching on 
body electronics 110 from the skin surface Where it Was 
positioned during the monitoring time period. In such data 
logging con?gurations, real time monitored analyte level is 
not communicated to display device 120 during the monitor 
ing period or otherWise transmitted from on body electronics 
110, but rather, retrieved from on body electronics 110 after 
the monitoring time period. 
[0065] In certain embodiments, input component 121 of 
display device 120 may include a microphone and display 
device 120 may include softWare con?gured to analyZe audio 
input received from the microphone, such that functions and 
operation of the display device 120 may be controlled by 
voice commands. In certain embodiments, an output compo 
nent of display device 120 includes a speaker for outputting 
information as audible signals. Similar voice responsive com 
ponents such as a speaker, microphone and softWare routines 
to generate, process and store voice driven signals may be 
provided to on body electronics 110. 

[0066] In certain embodiments, display 122 and input com 
ponent 121 may be integrated into a single component, for 
example a display that can detect the presence and location of 
a physical contact touch upon the display such as a touch 
screen user interface. In such embodiments, the user may 
control the operation of display device 120 by utiliZing a set 
of pre-programmed motion commands, including, but not 
limited to, single or double tapping the display, dragging a 
?nger or instrument across the display, motioning multiple 
?ngers or instruments toWard one another, motioning mul 
tiple ?ngers or instruments aWay from one another, etc. In 
certain embodiments, a display includes a touch screen hav 
ing areas of pixels With single or dual function capacitive 
elements that serve as LCD elements and touch sensors. 

[0067] Display device 120 also includes data communica 
tion port 123 for Wired data communication With external 
devices such as remote terminal (personal computer) 170, for 
example. Example embodiments of the data communication 
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port 123 include USB port, mini USB port, RS-232 port, 
Ethernet port, FireWire port, or other similar data communi 
cation ports con?gured to connect to the compatible data 
cables. Display device 120 may also include an integrated in 
vitro glucose meter, including in vitro test strip port 124 to 
receive an in vitro glucose test strip for performing in vitro 
blood glucose measurements. 
[0068] Referring still to FIG. 1A, display 122 in certain 
embodiments is con?gured to display a variety of informa 
tionisome or all of Which may be displayed at the same or 
different time on display 122. In certain embodiments the 
displayed information is user-selectable so that a user can 
customiZe the information shoWn on a given display screen. 
Display 122 may include but is not limited to graphical dis 
play 138, for example, providing a graphical output of glu 
cose values over a monitored time period (Which may shoW 
important markers such as meals, exercise, sleep, heart rate, 
blood pressure, etc, numerical display 132, for example, pro 
viding monitored glucose values (acquired or received in 
response to the request for the information), and trend or 
directional arroW display 131 that indicates a rate of analyte 
change and/or a rate of the rate of analyte change, e.g., by 
moving locations on display 122. 
[0069] As further shoWn in FIG. 1B, display 222 may also 
include date display 135 providing for example, date infor 
mation for the user, time of day information display 139 
providing time of day information to the user, battery level 
indicator display 133 Which graphically shoWs the condition 
of the battery (rechargeable or disposable) of the display 
device 120, sensor calibration status icon display 134 for 
example, in monitoring systems that require periodic, routine 
or a predetermined number of user calibration events, notify 
ing the user that the analyte sensor calibration is necessary, 
audio/vibratory settings icon display 136 for displaying the 
status of the audio/vibratory output or alarm state, and Wire 
less connectivity status icon display 137 that provides indi 
cation of Wireless communication connection With other 
devices such as on body electronics, data processing mod 
ule160, and/or remote terminal 170. As additionally shoWn in 
FIG. 1, display 122 may further include simulated touch 
screen button 125, 126 for accessing menus, changing display 
graph output con?gurations or otherWise for controlling the 
operation of display device 120. 
[0070] Referring back to FIG. 1B, in certain embodiments, 
display 122 of display device 120 may be additionally, or 
instead of visual display, con?gured to output alarms noti? 
cations such as alarm and/or alert noti?cations, glucose val 
ues etc, Which may be audible, tactile, or any combination 
thereof. In one aspect, the display device 120 may include 
other output components such as a speaker, vibratory output 
component and the like to provide audible and/or vibratory 
output indication to the user in addition to the visual output 
indication provided on display 122. Further details and other 
display embodiments can be found in, e.g., U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 12/871 ,901 , U.S. provisional application Nos. 
61/238,672, 61/247,541, 61/297,625, the disclosures ofeach 
of Which are incorporated herein by reference for all pur 
poses. 
[0071] After the positioning of on body electronics 110 on 
the skin surface and analyte sensor 101 in vivo to establish 
?uid contact With interstitial ?uid (or other appropriate body 
?uid), on body electronics 110 in certain embodiments is 
con?gured to Wirelessly communicate analyte related data 
(such as, for example, data corresponding to monitored ana 
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lyte level and/or monitored temperature data, and/ or stored 
historical analyte related data) When on body electronics 110 
receives a command or request signal from display device 
120. In certain embodiments, on body electronics 110 may be 
con?gured to at least periodically broadcast real time data 
associated With monitored analyte level Which is received by 
display device 120 When display device 120 is Within com 
munication range of the data broadcast from on body elec 
tronics 110, i.e., it does not need a command or request from 
a display device to send information. 

[0072] For example, display device 120 may be con?gured 
to transmit one or more commands to on body electronics 110 

to initiate data transfer, and in response, on body electronics 
110 may be con?gured to Wirelessly transmit stored analyte 
related data collected during the monitoring time period to 
display device 120. Display device 120 may in turn be con 
nected to a remote terminal 170 such as a personal computer 
and functions as a data conduit to transfer the stored analyte 
level information from the on body electronics 110 to remote 
terminal 170. In certain embodiments, the received data from 
the on body electronics 110 may be stored (permanently or 
temporarily) in one or more memory of the display device 
120. In certain other embodiments, display device 120 is 
con?gured as a data conduit to pass the data received from on 
body electronics 110 to remote terminal 170 that is connected 
to display device 120. 
[0073] Referring still to FIG. 1B, also shoWn in analyte 
monitoring system 100 are data processing module 160 and 
remote terminal 170. Remote terminal 170 may include a 
personal computer, a server terminal a laptop computer or 
other suitable data processing devices including softWare for 
data management and analysis and communication With the 
components in the analyte monitoring system 100. For 
example, remote terminal 170 may be connected to a local 
area netWork (LAN), a Wide area netWork (WAN), or other 
data netWork for uni-directional or bi-directional data com 
munication betWeen remote terminal 170 and display device 
120 and/or data processing module 160. 
[0074] Remote terminal 170 in certain embodiments may 
include one or more computer terminals located at a physi 
cian’s of?ce or a hospital. For example, remote terminal 170 
may be located at a location other than the location of display 
device 120. Remote terminal 170 and display device 120 
could be in different rooms or different buildings. Remote 
terminal 170 and display device 120 could be at least about 
one mile apart, e.g., at least about 10 miles apart, e.g., at least 
about 100 miles apart. For example, remote terminal 170 
could be in the same city as display device 120, remote 
terminal 170 could be in a different city than display device 
120, remote terminal 170 could be in the same state as display 
device 120, remote terminal 170 could be in a different state 
than display device 120, remote terminal 170 could be in the 
same country as display device 120, or remote terminal 170 
could be in a different country than display device 120, for 
example. 
[0075] In certain embodiments, a separate, optional data 
communication/processing device such as data processing 
module 160 may be provided in analyte monitoring system 
100. Data processing module 160 may include components to 
communicate using one or more Wireless communication 
protocols such as, for example, but not limited to, infrared 
(IR) protocol, Bluetooth protocol, Zigbee protocol, and 802. 
1 1 Wireless LAN protocol. Additional description of commu 
nication protocols including those based on Bluetooth proto 
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col and/or Zigbee protocol can be found in Us. Patent 
Publication No. 2006/ 01 93375 incorporated herein by refer 
ence for all purposes. Data processing module 160 may fur 
ther include communication ports, drivers or connectors to 
establish Wired communication With one or more of display 
device 120, on body electronics 110, or remote terminal 170 
including, for example, but not limited to USB connector 
and/or USB port, Ethernet connector and/or port, FireWire 
connector and/or port, or RS-232 port and/or connector. 

[0076] In certain embodiments, data processing module 
160 is programmed to transmit a polling or query signal to on 
body electronics 110 at a predetermined time interval (e.g., 
once every minute, once every ?ve minutes, or the like), and 
in response, receive the monitored analyte level information 
from on body electronics 110. Data processing module 160 
stores in its memory the received analyte level information, 
and/or relays or retransmits the received information to 
another device such as display device 120. More speci?cally 
in certain embodiments, data processing module 160 may be 
con?gured as a data relay device to retransmit or pass through 
the received analyte level data from on body electronics 110 
to display device 120 or a remote terminal (for example, over 
a data netWork such as a cellular or WiFi data netWork) or 
both. 

[0077] In certain embodiments, on body electronics 110 
and data processing module 160 may be positioned on the 
skin surface of the user Within a predetermined distance of 
each other (for example, about 1-12 inches, or about 1-10 
inches, or about 1-7 inches, or about 1-5 inches) such that 
periodic communication betWeen on body electronics 110 
and data processing module 160 is maintained. Alternatively, 
data processing module 160 may be Worn on a belt or clothing 
item of the user, such that the desired distance for communi 
cation betWeen the on body electronics 110 and data process 
ing module 160 for data communication is maintained. In a 
further aspect, the housing of data processing module 160 
may be con?gured to couple to or engage With on body 
electronics 110 such that the tWo devices are combined or 
integrated as a single assembly and positioned on the skin 
surface. In further embodiments, data processing module 1 60 
is detachably engaged or connected to on body electronics 
110 providing additional modularity such that data process 
ing module 160 may be optionally removed or reattached as 
desired. 

[0078] Referring again to FIG. 1, in certain embodiments, 
data processing module 160 is programmed to transmit a 
command or signal to on body electronics 110 at a predeter 
mined time interval such as once every minute, or once every 
5 minutes or once every 30 minutes or any other suitable or 
desired programmable time interval to request analyte related 
data from on body electronics 110. When data processing 
module 160 receives the requested analyte related data, it 
stores the received data. In this manner, analyte monitoring 
system 100 may be con?gured to receive the continuously 
monitored analyte related information at the programmed or 
programmable time interval, Which is stored and/ or displayed 
to the user. The stored data in data processing module 160 
may be subsequently provided or transmitted to display 
device 120, remote terminal 170 or the like for subsequent 
data analysis such as identifying frequency of periods of 
glycemic level excursions over the monitored time period, or 
the frequency of the alarm event occurrence during the moni 
tored time period, for example, to improve therapy related 
decisions. Using this information, the doctor, healthcare pro 
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vider or the user may adjust or recommend modi?cation to the 
diet, daily habits and routines such as exercise, and the like. 
[0079] In another embodiment, data processing module 
160 transmits a command or signal to on body electronics 110 
to receive the analyte related data in response to a user acti 
vation of a sWitch provided on data processing module 160 or 
a user initiated command received from display device 120. 
In further embodiments, data processing module 160 is con 
?gured to transmit a command or signal to on body electron 
ics 110 in response to receiving a user initiated command only 
after a predetermined time interval has elapsed. For example, 
in certain embodiments, if the user does not initiate commu 
nication Within a programmed time period, such as, for 
example about 5 hours from last communication (or 10 hours 
from the last communication, or 24 hours from the last com 
munication), the data processing module 160 may be pro 
grammed to automatically transmit a request command or 
signal to on body electronics 110.Altematively, data process 
ing module 160 may be programmed to activate an alarm to 
notify the user that a predetermined time period of time has 
elapsed since the last communication betWeen the data pro 
cessing module 160 and on body electronics 110. In this 
manner, users or healthcare providers may program or con 
?gure data processing module 160 to provide certain compli 
ance With analyte monitoring regimen, so that frequent deter 
mination of analyte levels is maintained or performed by the 
user. 

[0080] In certain embodiments, When a programmed or 
programmable alarm condition is detected (for example, a 
detected glucose level monitored by analyte sensor 101 that is 
outside a predetermined acceptable range indicating a physi 
ological condition Which requires attention or intervention 
for medical treatment or analysis (for example, a hypoglyce 
mic condition, a hyperglycemic condition, an impending 
hyperglycemic condition or an impending hypoglycemic 
condition), the one or more output indications may be gener 
ated by the control logic or processor of the on body electron 
ics 110 and output to the user on a user interface of on body 
electronics 110 so that corrective action may be timely taken. 
In addition to or alternatively, if display device 120 is Within 
communication range, the output indications or alarm data 
may be communicated to display device 120 Whose proces 
sor, upon detection of the alarm data reception, controls the 
display 122 to output one or more noti?cation. 

[0081] In certain embodiments, control logic or micropro 
cessors of on body electronics 110 include software programs 
to determine future or anticipated analyte levels based on 
information obtained from analyte sensor 101, e.g., the cur 
rent analyte level, the rate of change of the analyte level, the 
acceleration of the analyte level change, and/ or analyte trend 
information determined based on stored monitored analyte 
data providing a historical trend or direction of analyte level 
?uctuation as function time during monitored time period. 
Predictive alarm parameters may be programmed or pro 
grammable in display device 120, or the on body electronics 
110, or both, and output to the user in advance of anticipating 
the user’s analyte level reaching the future level. This pro 
vides the user an opportunity to take timely corrective action. 

[0082] Information, such as variation or ?uctuation of the 
monitored analyte level as a function of time over the moni 
tored time period providing analyte trend information, for 
example, may be determined by one or more control logic or 
microprocessors of display device 120, data processing mod 
ule 160, and/or remote terminal 170, and/or on body electron 
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ics 110. Such information may be displayed as, for example, 
a graph (such as a line graph) to indicate to the user the current 
and/or historical and/or and predicted future analyte levels as 
measured and predicted by the analyte monitoring system 
100. Such information may also be displayed as directional 
arroWs (for example, see trend or directional arroW display 
131) or other icon(s), e.g., the position of Which on the screen 
relative to a reference point indicated Whether the analyte 
level is increasing or decreasing as Well as the acceleration or 
deceleration of the increase or decrease in analyte level. This 
information may be utiliZed by the user to determine any 
necessary corrective actions to ensure the analyte level 
remains Within an acceptable and/or clinically safe range. 
Other visual indicators, including colors, ?ashing, fading, 
etc., as Well as audio indicators including a change in pitch, 
volume, or tone of an audio output and/or vibratory or other 
tactile indicators may also be incorporated into the display of 
trend data as means of notifying the user of the current level 
and/or direction and/or rate of change of the monitored ana 
lyte level. For example, based on a determined rate of glucose 
change, programmed clinically signi?cant glucose threshold 
levels (e. g., hyperglycemic and/ or hypoglycemic levels), and 
current analyte level derived by an in vivo analyte sensor, the 
system 100 may include an algorithm stored on computer 
readable medium to determine the time it Will take to reach a 
clinically signi?cant level and Will output noti?cation in 
advance of reaching the clinically signi?cant level, e.g., 30 
minutes before a clinically signi?cant level is anticipated, 
and/or 20 minutes, and/or 10 minutes, and/or 5 minutes, 
and/or 3 minutes, and/or 1 minute, and so on, With outputs 
increasing in intensity or the like. 
[0083] Referring again back to FIG. 1B, in certain embodi 
ments, softWare algorithm(s) for execution by data process 
ing module 160 may be stored in an external memory device 
such as an SD card, microSD card, compact ?ash card, XD 
card, Memory Stick card, Memory Stick Duo card, or USB 
memory stick/device including executable programs stored 
in such devices for execution upon connection to the respec 
tive one or more of the on body electronics 110, remote 
terminal 170 or display device 120. In a further aspect, soft 
Ware algorithms for execution by data processing module 160 
may be provided to a communication device such as a mobile 
telephone including, for example, WiFi or Internet enabled 
smart phones or personal digital assistants (PDAs) as a doWn 
loadable application for execution by the doWnloading com 
munication device. 

[0084] Examples of smart phones include WindoWs®, 
AndroidTM, iPhone® operating system, Palm® WebOSTM, 
Blackberry® operating system, or Symbian® operating sys 
tem based mobile telephones With data netWork connectivity 
functionality for data communication over an internet con 
nection and/or a local area netWork (LAN). PDAs as 
described above include, for example, portable electronic 
devices including one or more microprocessors and data com 
munication capability With a user interface (e.g., display/ 
output unit and/ or input unit, and con?gured for performing 
data processing, data upload/doWnload over the internet, for 
example. In such embodiments, remote terminal 170 may be 
con?gured to provide the executable application softWare to 
the one or more of the communication devices described 
above When communication betWeen the remote terminal 170 
and the devices are established. 

[0085] In still further embodiments, executable softWare 
applications may be provided over-the-air (OTA) as an OTA 
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