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VEHICLE CRUISE CONTROL APPARATUS
AND VEHICLE CRUISE CONTROL METHOD

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-
232069 filed on Sep. 6, 2007 including the specification,
drawings and abstract is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a vehicle cruise control apparatus,
and more specifically relates to a vehicle cruise control appa-
ratus and a vehicle cruise control method that do not stop an
automatic cruise control when brake operation by a driver is
detected.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to lessen the burden on the driver of driving a
vehicle, vehicles are equipped with a vehicle cruise control
apparatus that performs an automatic cruise control, such as a
cruise control which controls the vehicle at a fixed speed so
that a vehicle speed is equal to a target vehicle speed, or a
tracking cruise control which causes the vehicle to track the
preceding vehicle, that is, an adaptive cruise control (ACC).
The vehicle cruise control apparatus performs a coordinated
control of an engine that provides a driving force to the
vehicle and a brake device that provides a braking force to the
vehicle in order to make the vehicle speed equal to the target
vehicle speed. With the vehicle cruise control apparatus, a
target driving force is calculated as a target controlled vari-
able by an automatic cruise control ECU in order to make the
vehicle speed equal to the target vehicle speed; the calculated
target driving force is output to an engine ECU; and the
engine ECU controls the engine, which is a vehicle speed
adjusting device that adjusts the vehicle speed, based on the
target driving force. Furthermore, with the vehicle cruise
control apparatus, the target braking force is calculated as a
target controlled variable by the automatic cruise control
ECU in order to make the vehicle speed equal to the target
vehicle speed; the calculated target braking force is output to
the brake ECU; and the brake ECU controls the brake device,
which is a vehicle speed adjusting device that adjusts the
vehicle speed, based on the target braking force. The vehicle
cruise control apparatus according to related technology
stops the automatic cruise control when drive operation is
performed by the driver.

Related technology has been proposed that does not cause
the vehicle cruise control apparatus to stop the automatic
cruise control even when brake operation is performed by the
driver. For example, technology is proposed in Japanese
Patent Application Publication No. 2004-90679 (JP-A-2004-
90679) that does not stop the automatic cruise control even
when brake operation is performed by the driver. In the tech-
nology, the automatic cruise control ECU reduces the target
vehicle speed, and calculates the target driving force so that
the vehicle speed becomes equal to the reduced target vehicle
speed. The engine ECU controls the engine based on the
target driving force calculated by the automatic cruise control
ECU, thereby reducing the vehicle speed.

There has been demand in recent years to perform the
automatic cruise control at a low vehicle speed, for example,
atapproximately 10 km/h. With a vehicle cruise control appa-
ratus according to related technology, the automatic cruise
control is stopped when the driver performs brake operation
while the vehicle is moving at a low vehicle speed on a slope
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under the automatic cruise control. When the automatic
cruise control is stopped while the vehicle is moving at a low
speed on a slope, there is a possibility that the position of the
vehicle may not be maintained, and thus, the behavior of the
vehicle may change, for example, the vehicle may roll back
down on an upward slope, if the vehicle cannot be maintained
in a stopped condition on the slope by the braking force
produced by the brake operation performed by the driver.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a vehicle cruise control apparatus
and a vehicle cruise control method that maintain a vehicle in
a stopped condition, when brake operation is performed by a
driver.

A first aspect of the invention relates to a vehicle cruise
control apparatus. The vehicle cruise control apparatus
includes a vehicle speed adjusting device that adjusts a
vehicle speed to a set target vehicle speed, a brake operation
detecting device that detects brake operation performed by a
driver and a first controller that controls the vehicle speed
adjusting device based on a target driving force that maintains
a vehicle in a stopped condition, when the brake operation
performed by the driver is detected.

Furthermore, the vehicle cruise control apparatus accord-
ing to this aspect may also include an inclination detecting
device that detects an inclination of a road surface on which
the vehicle is traveling, and a vehicle speed detecting device
that detects the vehicle speed. In addition, the first controller
may calculate a driving force that makes the detected vehicle
speed equal to the target vehicle speed, and the target driving
force may include an inclination target driving force that
maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition at the detected
inclination, and a feedback target driving force determined by
subtracting the inclination target driving force from the cal-
culated driving force.

Furthermore, in the vehicle cruise control apparatus
according to this aspect, the first controller may calculate that
the feedback target driving force is O or less, when the brake
operation detecting device detects the brake operation.

Furthermore, in the vehicle cruise control apparatus
according to this aspect, when the brake operation detecting
device detects the brake operation, the first controller may
calculate the feedback target driving force so that the feed-
back target driving force decreases from O over time until the
detected vehicle speed is O.

In the vehicle cruise control apparatus according to this
aspect, the first controller may calculate that the feedback
target driving force is 0, when the brake operation detecting
device detects the brake operation.

Furthermore, the vehicle cruise control apparatus accord-
ing to this aspect may also include a second controller that
controls the vehicle speed adjusting device. The first control-
ler may calculate the inclination target driving force and the
feedback target driving force, and output at least one of the
inclination target driving force and the feedback target driv-
ing force to the second controller; and the second controller
may stop controlling the vehicle speed adjusting device based
on the target driving force, when the feedback target driving
force calculated by the first controller exceeds 0.

In the vehicle cruise control apparatus according to this
aspect, the first controller may calculate the inclination target
driving force based on the detected inclination.

The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to this
aspect may also include a brake operation amount detecting
device that detects an amount of the brake operation per-
formed by the driver, and the first controller may calculate the
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inclination target driving force based on the detected inclina-
tion and the detected amount of the brake operation.

In the vehicle cruise control apparatus according to this
aspect, the inclination target driving force calculated when
the detected inclination is a positive value may be larger than
the inclination target driving force calculated when the
detected inclination is O or less.

A second aspect of the invention relates to a vehicle cruise
control method. The vehicle cruise control method includes
detecting brake operation performed by a driver, calculating a
target driving force that maintains a vehicle in a stopped
condition, when the brake operation performed by the driver
is detected, and providing the calculated target driving force
to the vehicle.

The vehicle cruise control method according to this aspect
may also include detecting an inclination of a road surface on
which the vehicle is traveling, and calculating the target driv-
ing force based on the detected inclination.

The vehicle cruise control method according to this aspect
may also include detecting an amount of the brake operation
performed by the driver, and calculating the target driving
force based on the detected amount of the brake operation and
the detected inclination.

The vehicle cruise control method according to this aspect
may also include calculating the target driving force so that
the target driving force decreases as the vehicle speed
approaches 0, when brake operation is detected.

The vehicle cruise control method according to this aspect
may be performed periodically.

The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to the
invention provides the effect of maintaining the vehicle in a
stopped condition when the brake operation is performed by
the driver.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and further objects, features and advantages
of the invention will become apparent from the following
description of example embodiments with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein like numerals are used to
represent like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the configura-
tion of a vehicle cruise control apparatus according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the operating flow of an
automatic cruise control ECU of the vehicle cruise control
apparatus according to the embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is adiagram showing the operating flow of an engine
ECU of the vehicle cruise control apparatus according to the
embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 4A to 4E are diagrams for explaining the operation
in automatic cruise control for an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Anembodiment of the invention will be described below in
detail with reference to the drawings. Note, the invention is
notrestricted by the following embodiment. Furthermore, the
component elements in the following embodiment include
elements which can easily be conceived by one skilled in the
art or elements which are essentially the same.

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the configura-
tion of a vehicle cruise control apparatus according to an
embodiment of the invention. As shown in FIG. 1, a vehicle
cruise control apparatus 1 is mounted in a vehicle not shown
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in the drawings and performs an automatic cruise control in
order to make a vehicle speed equal to a target vehicle speed.
The vehicle cruise control apparatus 1 includes an automatic
cruise control switch 2, a vehicle speed sensor 3, a G sensor 4,
a brake switch 5, an accelerator sensor 6, an automatic cruise
control ECU 7, an engine ECU 8, and a brake ECU 9. Note,
the engine 100 is an example of a vehicle speed adjusting
device that adjusts a vehicle speed, is controlled by the engine
ECU 8 based on a target driving force calculated by the
automatic cruise control ECU 7, and provides a driving force
to the vehicle. Furthermore, a brake device 200 is controlled
by the brake ECU 9 based on a target braking force deter-
mined by the automatic cruise control ECU 7 and applies a
braking force to the vehicle. The brake device 200 generates
a braking force based on brake operation performed by the
driver, in other words, on the depression operation of the
brake pedal (not shown) performed by the driver.

The automatic cruise control switch 2 is a control start
trigger. The automatic cruise control switch 2 is mounted
inside the cabin of the vehicle (not shown) and is turned ON
by the driver. The automatic cruise control switch 2 is con-
nected to the automatic cruise control ECU 7, and outputs an
ON signal to the automatic cruise control ECU 7 when turned
ON by the driver. Thus, the automatic cruise control switch 2
is the control start trigger for making the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 start the automatic cruise control.

The vehicle speed sensor 3 detects the vehicle speed V. The
vehicle speed sensor 3 is connected to the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 and outputs the detected vehicle speed V to the
automatic cruise control ECU 7. In this case, the vehicle
speed sensor 3 is, for example, a wheel speed sensor provided
on each of the vehicle wheels (not shown). In this case, the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 calculates the vehicle speed V
based on the speeds of the vehicle wheels determined by the
wheel speed sensors, which are vehicle speed sensors 3 pro-
vided on the vehicle wheels.

The G sensor 4 is an example of an inclination detecting
device. The G sensor 4 detects the inclination of the vehicle.
In other words, the G sensor 4 detects the inclination 0 of a
road surface on which the vehicle is currently traveling. The
G sensor 4 is connected to the automatic cruise control ECU
7 and outputs the detected inclination 6 to the automatic
cruise control ECU 7. In this case, the inclination 0 is a
positive value if the vehicle is traveling on a road surface that
is inclined upward and is a negative value if traveling on a
road surface that is inclined downward.

The brake switch 5 is an example of a brake operation
detecting device. The brake switch 5 detects brake operation
performed by the driver. The brake switch 5 is turned ON
when the brake pedal provided in the cabin of the vehicle is
depressed by the driver. The brake switch 5 is connected to the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 and the engine ECU 8, and
outputs an ON signal to the automatic cruise control ECU 7
and the engine ECU 8 when turned ON by the driver depress-
ing the brake pedal. Thus, information as to whether or not
brake operation is performed by the driver is output to the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 and the engine ECU 8.

The accelerator sensor 6 is an example of an accelerator
operation amount detecting apparatus. The accelerator sensor
6 detects an amount S of accelerator operation performed by
the driver (hereinafter, may be referred to as “accelerator
operation amount S). The accelerator sensor 6 detects the
amount by which the accelerator pedal provided in the cabin
of the vehicle is depressed by the driver, as the accelerator
operation amount S. The accelerator sensor 6 is connected to
the engine ECU 8 and outputs the amount S of the accelerator
operation performed by the driver, to the engine ECU 8.
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The automatic cruise control ECU 7 is an example of a first
controller. The automatic cruise control ECU 7 calculates a
target driving force so that the vehicle speed V becomes equal
to a preset target vehicle speed Vo, and outputs the calculated
target driving force to the engine ECU 8. In this embodiment,
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 calculates an inclination
target driving force Foi and a feedback target driving force
Fof, and outputs the calculated inclination target driving force
Foi and the calculated feedback target driving force Fof'to the
engine ECU 8. Furthermore, the automatic cruise control
ECU 7 calculates a target braking force Bo so that the vehicle
speed V becomes equal to the preset target vehicle speed Vo,
and outputs the calculated target braking force Bo to the brake
ECU 9. In this case, the target vehicle speed Vo is a value at
which the vehicle travels at low speed, such as approximately
10 km/h.

The automatic cruise control ECU 7 controls the engine
100 using the engine ECU 8 based on the target driving force
Fo which is the sum of the inclination target driving force Foi
and the feedback target driving force Fof, and controls the
brake device 200 using the brake ECU 9 based on the target
braking force Bo. In other words, the automatic cruise control
ECU 7 performs a coordinated control of the engine 100 and
the brake device 200 so that the vehicle speed V becomes
equal to the preset target vehicle speed Vo. The automatic
cruise control ECU 7 includes an automatic cruise control
determining unit 71, a driving force calculating unit 72, and a
braking force calculating unit 73. In this case, the hardware
construction of the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is already
common knowledge, and therefore the description thereof is
omitted.

The automatic cruise control determining unit 71 deter-
mines whether the driver intends to start the automatic cruise
control. The automatic cruise control determining unit 71
determines whether or not to start the automatic cruise control
based on whether or not an ON signal has been output by the
automatic cruise control switch 2 being turned ON by the
driver.

The driving force calculating unit 72 calculates the target
driving force Fo to be output by the engine 100. The driving
force calculating unit 72 calculates the target driving force Fo
so that the vehicle speed V becomes equal to the preset target
vehicle speed Vo. In this embodiment, the driving force cal-
culating unit 72 calculates the inclination target driving force
Foi that maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition at an
inclination 6 detected by the G sensor 4, and calculates the
feedback target driving force Fof determined by subtracting
the inclination target driving force Foi from the target driving
force Fo calculated so that the vehicle speed V detected by the
vehicle speed sensor 3 becomes equal to the target vehicle
speed Vo. In this case, the inclination target driving force Foi
is calculated based on the preset specifications of the vehicle
and the inclination 6 which is detected by the G sensor 4, and
output to the automatic cruise control ECU 7. When an
upward inclination (+6) is detected, the inclination target
driving force Foi is a driving force provided by the engine 100
to the vehicle in order to prevent the vehicle from rolling back
down at the detected inclination +0 when the vehicle is
stopped, and the inclination target driving force Foi is a posi-
tive value. When a downward inclination (-0) is detected, the
inclination target driving force Foi is the negative value of the
inclination target driving force Foi calculated at an upward
inclination whose absolute value is the same as the absolute
value of the detected downward inclination. In addition, when
adownward inclination (-0) is detected, the inclination target
driving force Foi may also be calculated by subtracting the
braking force applied by the brake device 200 to the vehicle
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according to the amount of brake operation (for example, the
depressing force of the driver on the brake pedal, the stroke of
the brake pedal, the pressure in the master cylinder, and the
like) detected by a brake operation amount detecting device
(not shown) that detects the amount of brake operation per-
formed by the driver, from the above-described negative
value of the inclination target driving force Foi calculated at
anupward inclination whose absolute value is the same as the
absolute value of the detected downward inclination.

Furthermore, in this embodiment, when the brake switch 5
is turned ON and outputs an ON signal, that is, when brake
operation performed by the driver is detected, the driving
force calculating unit 72 calculates the target driving force Fo
that maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition in order to
reduce the vehicle speed V, and outputs the detected target
driving force Fo to the engine ECU 8. In this embodiment, the
driving force calculating unit 72 calculates that the feedback
target driving force Fof is O or less, when brake operation
performed by the driver is detected. In other words, the target
driving force Fo, which is the sum of the inclination target
driving force Foi and the feedback target driving force Fof, is
less than or equal to the inclination target driving force Foi
that maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition at the incli-
nation 6 detected by the G sensor 4.

In this case, the driving force calculating unit 72 calculates
that the feedback target driving force Fof is 0 immediately
after brake operation performed by the driver is detected.
After calculating that the feedback target driving force Fofis
0, the driving force calculating unit 72 calculates the feedback
target driving force Fof so that the feedback target driving
force Fof decreases over time from O until the detected vehicle
speed V becomes 0. In other words, if the detected vehicle
speed V is not 0 after brake operation performed by the driver
has been detected, the driving force calculating unit 72 cal-
culates that the target driving force Fo is less than the incli-
nation target driving force Foi. When an upward inclination
(+0) is detected, the inclination target driving force Foi is
preferably calculated so that the absolute value of the target
driving force Foi is slightly larger than the absolute value of
the target driving force Foi calculated at a downward inclina-
tion whose absolute value is the same as the absolute value of
the detected upward inclination, in order to reliably prevent
the vehicle from rolling back down. In this case, if the feed-
back target driving force Fof is set to 0 and the target driving
force Fo is equal to the inclination target driving force Foi, the
vehicle speed Visnot 0. Thus, as described above, if the target
driving force Fo is less than the inclination target driving
force Foi, the vehicle speed V is 0. Therefore, the vehicle can
reliably be maintained in a stopped condition by the engine
ECU 8 controlling the engine 100 based on the target driving
force Fo, without the driver further depressing on the brake
pedal in order to stop the vehicle.

The braking force calculating unit 73 calculates the target
braking force Bo to be output by the brake device 200. The
braking force calculating unit 73 calculates the target braking
force Bo so that the vehicle speed V becomes equal to the
preset target vehicle speed Vo. The braking force calculating
unit 73 outputs the target braking force Bo calculated so that
the vehicle speed V becomes equal to the target vehicle speed
Vo, to the brake ECU 9, when the brake switch 5 is OFF and
an ON signal is not output. In contrast, the braking force
calculating unit 73 does not output the target braking force Bo
calculated so that the vehicle speed V becomes equal to the
target vehicle speed Vo, to the brake ECU 9, when the brake
switch 5 is ON and an ON signal is output, that is, when brake
operation by the driver is detected.
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The engine ECU 8 is an example of a second controller.
The engine ECU 8 controls the engine 100 based on the target
driving force Fo. The engine ECU 8 is connected to the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 and controls the engine 100
based on the target driving force Fo which is the sum of the
inclination target driving force Foi and the feedback target
driving force Fof calculated and output by the automatic
cruise control ECU7. The engine ECUS8 has an abnormality
determining unit 81.

The abnormality determining unit 81 determines whether
or not the target controlled variable, that is, the target driving
force Fo from the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is an
abnormal value. The abnormality determining unit 81 deter-
mines whether or not the feedback target driving force Fof
calculated by the automatic cruise control ECU 7 satisfies an
abnormality determining condition set by the engine ECU 8
and, if the abnormality determining condition is satisfied, the
abnormality determining unit 81 determines that the target
driving force Fo from the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is
an abnormal value. In this embodiment, the abnormality
determining condition is whether or not the feedback target
driving force Fof calculated by the automatic cruise control
ECU 7 is less than or equal to O when the brake switch 5 is ON
and an ON signal is output, that is, when brake operation
performed by the driver is detected. In other words, the abnor-
mality determining condition is whether or not the vehicle
speed is decelerating when brake operation performed by the
driver is detected.

When the engine ECU 8 determines that the automatic
cruise control ECU 7 is malfunctioning, using the abnormal-
ity determining unit 81, the automatic cruise control is not
performed based on the target driving force Fo which is the
sum of the inclination target driving force Foi and the feed-
back target driving force Fof calculated by the automatic
cruise control ECU 7 and output to the engine ECU 8, that is,
the engine 100 is not operated based on the target driving
force Fo. When the automatic cruise control is not performed
based on the target driving force Fo, the engine ECU 8 con-
trols the engine 100 based on the accelerator operation
amount S detected by the accelerator sensor 6. In other words,
when automatic cruise control is not performed based on the
target driving force Fo, the engine ECU 8 stops the automatic
cruise control and starts the normal control that controls the
operation of the engine 100 based on the accelerator opera-
tion performed by the driver.

The brake ECU 9 controls the brake device 200 based on
the target braking force Bo. The brake ECU 9 is connected to
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 and controls the brake
device 200 based on the target braking force Bo calculated
and output by the automatic cruise control ECU 7.

Next, the automatic cruise control using the vehicle cruise
control apparatus 1 of the embodiment will be described.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the operating flow of the auto-
matic cruise control ECU of the vehicle cruise control appa-
ratus according to the embodiment. FIG. 3 is a diagram show-
ing the operating flow of the engine ECU of the vehicle cruise
control apparatus according to the embodiment. FIGS. 4A to
4E are diagrams for explaining the operation in the automatic
cruise control according to the embodiment. First, the rela-
tionship between the automatic cruise control ECU 7 and the
engine ECU 8 in the automatic cruise control using the
vehicle cruise control apparatus 1 will be described. Note, the
automatic cruise control using the vehicle cruise control
apparatus 1 is performed in each control cycle of the vehicle
cruise control apparatus 1.

First, the operation of the automatic cruise control ECU 7
will be described. First, the automatic cruise control ECU 7
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performs input processing as shown in FIG. 2 (step ST1). In
this case, the automatic cruise control ECU 7 obtains the
ON/OFF condition of the automatic cruise control switch 2,
the vehicle speed V detected and output by the vehicle speed
sensor 3, the inclination 6 detected by the G sensor 4, and the
ON/OFF condition of the brake switch 5.

Next, the automatic cruise control determining unit 71 of
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 determines whether or not
the automatic cruise control switch 2 is ON (step ST2). In this
case, the automatic cruise control determining unit 71 deter-
mines that the driver intends to start the automatic cruise
control, based on the ON/OFF condition of the automatic
cruise control switch 2, which is obtained as described above.

Next, if the automatic cruise control switch 2 is determined
to be ON (an affirmative determination is made in step ST2),
the driving force calculating unit 72 of the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 calculates the inclination target driving force
Foi (step ST3). In this case, the driving force calculating unit
72 calculates the inclination target driving force Foi, based on
the obtained inclination 6 and the preset specifications of the
vehicle (not shown). The inclination target driving force Foi is
the driving force which is output by the engine 100 and
provided to the vehicle, and which maintains the vehicle in a
stopped condition at the current inclination 6.

Next, the driving force calculating unit 72 determines
whether or not the brake switch 5 is ON (step ST4). In this
case, the driving force calculating unit 72 determines whether
or not brake operation performed by the driver is detected
based on the ON/OFF condition of the brake switch 5, which
is obtained as described above.

Next, if the brake switch 5 is determined to be OFF (a
negative determination is made in step ST4), the driving force
calculating unit 72 calculates the feedback target driving
force Fof (step ST5). Inthis case, the driving force calculating
unit 72 calculates the target driving force Fo so that the
obtained vehicle speed V becomes equal to the target vehicle
speed Vo, and calculates the feedback target driving force Fof
by subtracting the calculated inclination target driving force
Foi from the calculated target driving force.

Ifthe brake switch 5 is determined to be ON (an affirmative
determination is made in step ST4), the driving force calcu-
lating unit 72 calculates that the feedback target driving force
Fof is O or less (step ST6). In this case, the driving force
calculating unit 72 calculates that the feedback target driving
force Fot'is 0 or less, when brake operation performed by the
driver is detected.

Next, the automatic cruise control ECU 7 sets an automatic
cruise control flag E to 1 (step ST7). In this case, if the
automatic cruise control switch 2 is determined to be ON (an
affirmative determination is made in step ST2), the automatic
cruise control ECU 7 determines that automatic cruise control
has started, and sets the automatic cruise control flag E to 1.

If the automatic cruise control switch 2 is determined to be
OFF (a negative determination is made in step ST2), the
driving force calculating unit 72 calculates that the inclination
target driving force Foi is 0, and the feedback target driving
force Fof'is O (step ST8). In this case, if the automatic cruise
control is not being performed, that is, if the driver does not
intend to start the automatic cruise control, the driving force
calculating unit 72 calculates that the target driving force Fo
is 0 so that the engine ECU 8 does not cause the engine 100 to
output a driving force based on the target driving force Fo.

Next, the automatic cruise control ECU 7 sets the auto-
matic cruise control flag E to 0 (step ST9). In this case, if the
automatic cruise control switch 2 is determined to be OFF (a
negative determination is made in step ST2), the automatic
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cruise control ECU 7 determines that automatic cruise control
is not being performed and sets the automatic cruise control
flag E to 0.

Next, the automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs the con-
dition of the automatic cruise control flag E, the calculated
inclination target driving force Foi, and the feedback target
driving force Fof to the engine ECU 8 (step ST10). In this
case, if brake operation performed by the driver is not
detected, the automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs, to the
engine ECU 8, the feedback target driving force Fof calcu-
lated by subtracting the calculated inclination target driving
force Foi from the target driving force that makes the vehicle
speed V equal to the target vehicle speed Vo. In other words,
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs, to the engine
ECU 8, the target driving force Fo that makes the vehicle
speed V equal to the target vehicle speed Vo. If brake opera-
tion performed by the driver is detected, the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 outputs the feedback target driving force Fof
calculated to be 0 or less, to the engine ECU 8. In other words,
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs, to the engine
ECU 8, the target driving force Fo that reduces the vehicle
speed V to 0 and maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition.
If the automatic cruise control is not being performed, the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs, to the engine ECU 8,
the inclination target driving force Foi that is 0, and the
feedback target driving force Fof that is 0. Note, when the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 outputs the condition of the
automatic cruise control flag E, the calculated inclination
target driving force Foi, and the calculated feedback target
driving force Fof to the engine ECU 8, the current control
cycle is completed and the next control cycle starts.

Next, the operation of the engine ECU 8 will be described.
First, the engine ECU 8 performs input processing as shown
in FIG. 3 (step ST11). In this case, the engine ECU 8 obtains
the condition of the automatic cruise control flag E output
from the automatic cruise control ECU 7 to the engine ECU 8,
the inclination target driving force Foi, the feedback target
driving force Fof, and the accelerator operation amount S
detected by the accelerator sensor 6.

Next, the abnormality determining unit 81 of the engine
ECU 8 determines whether or not a malfunction flag H is 0
(step ST12). In this case, the abnormality determining unit 81
determines whether or not the automatic cruise control ECU
7 is already malfunctioning, by determining whether or not
the malfunction flag H is 0. The malfunction flag H is set to 1
if the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is malfunctioning.

Next, if it is determined that the malfunction flag H is 0 (an
affirmative determination is made in step ST12), the abnor-
mality determining unit 81 determines whether or not the
automatic cruise control flag E is 0 (step ST13). In this case,
if it is determined that the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is
not malfunctioning, the abnormality determining unit 81
determines whether or not the automatic cruise control is
being performed.

Next, if it is determined that the automatic cruise control
flag E is not 0 (a negative determination is made in step ST13),
the abnormality determining unit 81 determines whether or
not the brake switch 5 is ON (step ST14). In this case, the
abnormality determining unit 81 determines whether or not
brake operation performed by the driver is detected, based on
the ON/OFF condition of the brake switch 5, which is
obtained as described above.

Next, if the brake switch 5 is determined to be ON (an
affirmative determination is made in step ST14), the abnor-
mality determining unit 81 determines whether or not the
calculated feedback target driving force Fof'is 0 or less (step
ST15). In this case, the abnormality determining unit 81
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determines whether or not the feedback target driving force
Fof calculated by the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is 0 or
less. In other words, if brake operation performed by the
driver is detected, the engine ECU 8 determines whether or
not the automatic cruise control ECU 7 has calculated the
target driving force Fo that maintains the vehicle in a stopped
condition. In this case, if the automatic cruise control ECU 7
is normally functioning, the feedback target driving force Fof
is O or less. Therefore, if the automatic cruise control ECU 7
and the engine ECU 8 are normally functioning, the feedback
target driving force Fof does not exceed 0. In other words, if
brake operation performed by the driver is detected, the rea-
son that the calculated inclination target driving force Foi
exceeds 0 is that a malfunction has occurred.

Next, if it is determined that the calculated feedback target
driving force Fof'is O or less (an affirmative determination is
made in step ST15), the engine ECU 8 controls the engine 100
based on the target driving force Fo, that is, the sum of the
calculated inclination target driving force Foi and the feed-
back target driving force Fof (step ST18). In this case, when
the calculated feedback target driving force Fof is 0 or less,
the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is determined to be nor-
mally functioning, and the engine ECU 8 controls the engine
100 based on the inclination target driving force Foi and the
feedback target driving force Fof calculated by the automatic
cruise control ECU 7 that is normally functioning. If it is
determined that the brake switch 5 is OFF (a negative deter-
mination is made in step ST14), the engine ECU 8 controls
the engine 100 based on the target driving force Fo, that is, the
sum of the calculated inclination target driving force Foi and
the feedback target driving force Fof (step ST18).

If it is determined that the calculated feedback target driv-
ing force Fof exceeds 0 (a negative determination is made in
step ST15) as shown in FIG. 3, the abnormality determining
unit 81 sets the malfunction flag H to 1 (step ST16). In this
case, the abnormality determining unit 81 determines that the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 is malfunctioning, if the
calculated feedback target driving force Fof exceeds 0.

Next, the engine ECU 8 controls the engine 100 based on
the accelerator operation amount S (step ST17). In this case,
if the abnormality determining unit 81 determines that the
feedback target driving force Fof calculated by the automatic
cruise control ECU 7 satisfies the abnormality determining
condition, the engine ECU 8 stops controlling the engine 100
based on the calculated inclination target driving force Foi
and the feedback target driving force Fof. In other words, the
engine ECU 8 stops the automatic cruise control based on the
calculated target driving force Fo. Note, the engine ECU 8
controls the engine 100 based on the accelerator operation
amount S even if the malfunction flag H is determined to be 1
(a negative determination is made in step ST12). In other
words, if it is already determined that the target driving force
Fo from the automatic cruise control ECU 7 is an abnormal
value, the engine ECU 8 does not perform the automatic
cruise control based on the values of the target driving force
Fo, which are sequentially calculated. If it is determined that
the automatic cruise control flag E is O (an affirmative deter-
mination is made in step ST13), the engine ECU 8 controls
the engine 100 based on the accelerator operation amount S.
In other words, the engine 100 is controlled based on the
accelerator operation of the driver, if the automatic cruise
control is not performed.

Therefore, if brake operation performed by the driver is
detected and the feedback target driving force Fof calculated
by the automatic cruise control ECU 7 exceeds 0, the engine
ECU 8 determines that the target driving force Fo from the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 is an abnormal value, and
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does not control the engine 100 based on the calculated target
driving force Fo. Therefore, it is possible to avoid controlling
the engine 100 based on an abnormal target controlled vari-
able due to, for example, a malfunction in the hardware con-
figuration of the automatic cruise control ECU 7, such as the
ROM or RAM, or communication noise or a communication
failure between the automatic cruise control ECU 7 and
engine ECU 8. In the first embodiment, if brake operation
performed by the driver is detected during the automatic
cruise control, the feedback target driving force Fof
decreases, the vehicle speed V is reduced, and the vehicle is
maintained in a stopped condition. Therefore, even if the
feedback target driving force Fof that does not reduce the
vehicle speed V is output to the engine ECU 8 because of a
malfunction in the automatic cruise control ECU 7, it is
possible to reduce the possibility that the vehicle speed V is
not reduced and the vehicle is not maintained in a stopped
condition when brake operation performed by the driver is
detected.

As described above, as shown in FIGS. 4A to 4E, if brake
operation performed by the driver is not detected, the vehicle
cruise control apparatus 1 according to this embodiment per-
forms the automatic cruise control based on the target driving
force Fo which is the sum of the inclination target driving
force Foi that enables the engine 100 to output the driving
force that stops the vehicle at the detected inclination 6 (up-
ward inclination +6 in the FIGS. 4A to 4E), and the feedback
target driving force Fof determined by subtracting the calcu-
lated inclination target driving force Foi from the target driv-
ing force that makes the vehicle speed V equal to the target
vehicle speed Vo. Therefore, the vehicle speed V is made
equal to the target vehicle speed Vo. If brake operation per-
formed by the driver is detected (shown by t1 in FI1G. 4C), the
automatic cruise control is performed based on the target
driving force Fo which is the sum of the feedback target
driving force Fof which is 0, and the inclination target driving
force Foi that enables the engine 100 to output the driving
force that stops the vehicle at the detected inclination 8. In
other words, the automatic cruise control is performed based
on the target driving force Fo which is equal to the inclination
target driving force Foi. Therefore, if brake operation per-
formed by the driver is detected, the target driving force Fo is
quickly reduced, and the vehicle speed V decelerates. In this
case, if the vehicle speed V is not 0, the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 continues to calculate the feedback target
driving force Fof so that the feedback target driving force Fof
gradually decreases from 0 over time, and thus, the automatic
cruise control is performed based on the target driving force
Fo which is less than the inclination target driving force Foi,
and therefore, the vehicle speed V is further reduced, and the
vehicle speed V reaches 0 (12 shown in FIG. 4B). Thus, the
vehicle is maintained in a stopped condition regardless of the
inclination 6. In other words, the vehicle cruise control appa-
ratus 1 does not stop the automatic cruise control when the
brake operation is performed by the driver, and automatically
maintains the vehicle in a stopped condition regardless of the
amount of brake operation performed by the driver.

Even if a communication failure occurs between the auto-
matic cruise control ECU 7 and the brake switch 5, or even if
a malfunction occurs in the portion of the automatic cruise
control ECU 7 that determines the ON/OFF condition of the
brake switch 5, brake operation performed by the driver can
be detected by the engine ECU 8, as long as the engine ECU
8 is normally functioning. Therefore, even if the feedback
target driving force Fof'is calculated to be larger than 0 by the
malfunctioning automatic cruise control ECU 7 when brake
operation is performed by the driver, the malfunction can be
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detected by the engine ECU 8. Furthermore, even if a com-
munication failure occurs between the engine ECU 8 and the
brake switch 5, or even if a malfunction occurs in the portion
of'the engine ECU 8 that determines the ON/OFF condition of
the brake switch 5, brake operation by the driver can be
detected by the automatic cruise control ECU 7, as long as the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 is normally functioning.
Therefore, even if the malfunctioning engine ECU 8 deter-
mines that brake operation is not performed by the driver
when brake operation is actually performed by the driver, the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 calculates that the feedback
target driving force Fof'is 0 or less. Therefore, if the output
from the engine 100 increases and brake operation is per-
formed by the driver, it is possible to avoid a situation where
the vehicle speed V does not decelerate and the vehicle cannot
be maintained in a stopped condition.

Note, although the inclination target driving force Foi and
the feedback target driving force Fof are output from the
automatic cruise control ECU 7 to the engine ECU 8 in the
above-described embodiment, the invention is not restricted
to the above-described embodiment. The inclination target
driving force Foi and the target driving force Fo which is the
sum of the inclination target driving force Foi and the feed-
back target driving force Fof may be output. Furthermore, the
inclination target driving force Foi may be a positive value
when the vehicle is traveling forward, and the inclination
target driving force Foi may be a negative value when travel-
ing in reverse.

Furthermore, in the above-described embodiment, the
abnormality determining unit 81 of the engine ECU 8 may
determine that the malfunction flag H is 1, that is, the auto-
matic cruise control ECU 7 is malfunctioning, if the target
driving force Fo calculated by the automatic cruise control
ECU 7 continuously satisfies the abnormality determining
condition for a fixed period of time.

Furthermore, although the automatic cruise control ECU 7
calculates the target driving force, and the engine ECU 8
controls the engine 100 based on the target driving force in the
above-described embodiment, the automatic cruise control
ECU 7 may calculate target driving torque, and the engine
ECU 8 may control the engine 100 based on the target driving
torque.

In the embodiment, the automatic cruise control ECU 7,
the engine ECU 8, and the brake ECU 9 are separate ECUs.
The three ECUs may have hardware configurations different
from each other. Alternatively, one control device that has the
functions of the automatic cruise control ECU 7, the engine
ECU 8, and the brake ECU 9 may be configured.

As described above, the vehicle cruise control apparatus
provided by the invention is useful as the vehicle cruise con-
trol apparatus that does not stop the automatic cruise control
when brake operation performed by the driver is detected. In
particular, the vehicle cruise control apparatus provided by
the invention is suitable for maintaining the vehicle in a
stopped condition when brake operation is performed by the
driver.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle cruise control apparatus comprising:

a vehicle speed adjusting device that adjusts a vehicle
speed to a set target vehicle speed;

a brake operation detecting device that detects that a brake
pedal is depressed by a driver;

aninclination detecting device that detects an inclination of
a road surface on which the vehicle is traveling;

a vehicle speed detecting device that detects the vehicle
speed; and
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afirst controller that calculates a target driving force so that
the vehicle speed becomes equal to the set target vehicle
speed and controls the vehicle speed adjusting device
based on the target driving force, wherein
if the brake pedal is depressed by the driver, the first con-
troller controls the vehicle speed adjusting device based
on a driving force that maintains the vehicle in a stopped
condition as the target driving force, wherein
the first controller calculates a driving force that makes the
detected vehicle speed equal to the target vehicle speed;
and
the target driving force includes an inclination target driv-
ing force that maintains the vehicle in a stopped condi-
tion at the detected inclination, and a feedback target
driving force determined by subtracting the inclination
target driving force from the calculated driving force.
2. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the first controller calculates that the feedback
target driving force is O or less, when the brake operation
detecting device detects that the brake pedal is depressed by
the driver.
3. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
2, wherein the first controller calculates the feedback target
driving force so that the feedback target driving force
decreases from 0 over time until the detected vehicle speed is
0, when the brake operation detecting device detects that the
brake pedal is depressed by the driver.
4. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
2, wherein the first controller calculates that the feedback
target driving force is O, when the brake operation detecting
device detects that the brake pedal is depressed by the driver.
5. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
2, further comprising
a second controller that controls the vehicle speed adjust-
ing device,
wherein the first controller calculates the inclination target
driving force and the feedback target driving force, and
outputs at least one of the inclination target driving force
and the feedback target driving force to the second con-
troller, and
the second controller stops controlling the vehicle speed
adjusting device based on the target driving force, when
the feedback target driving force calculated by the first
controller exceeds 0.
6. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the first controller calculates the inclination target
driving force based on the detected inclination.
7. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
6, further comprising
a brake operation amount detecting device that detects an
amount that the brake pedal is depressed by the driver,
wherein the first controller calculates the inclination
target driving force based on the detected amount that
the brake pedal is depressed and the detected inclination.
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8. The vehicle cruise control apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the inclination target driving force calculated
when the detected inclination is a positive value is larger than
the inclination target driving force calculated when the
detected inclination is O or less.

9. A vehicle cruise control method, comprising:

detecting that a brake pedal is depressed by a driver;

detecting an inclination of a road surface on which the

vehicle is traveling;

calculating the target driving force based on the detected

inclination;

calculating a target driving force that maintains a vehicle in

a stopped condition, if the brake pedal is depressed by
the driver; and

providing the calculated target driving force to the vehicle.

10. The vehicle cruise control method according to claim 9,
further comprising:

detecting an amount that the brake pedal is depressed by

the driver; and

calculating the target driving force based on the detected

amount that the brake pedal is depressed and the
detected inclination.

11. The vehicle cruise control method according to claim 9,
further comprising:

calculating the target driving force so that the target driving

force decreases as the vehicle speed approaches 0, when
the depressing of the brake pedal is detected.

12. The vehicle cruise control method according to claim 9,
wherein the vehicle cruise control method is performed peri-
odically.

13. A vehicle cruise control apparatus comprising:

a vehicle speed adjusting device that adjusts a vehicle

speed to a set target vehicle speed;

aninclination detecting device that detects an inclination of

a road surface on which the vehicle is traveling;

brake operation detecting means for detecting that a brake

pedal is depressed by a driver; and

afirst controller that calculates a target driving force so that

the vehicle speed becomes equal to the set target vehicle
speed and controls the vehicle speed adjusting device
based on the target driving force, wherein

if the brake pedal is depressed by the driver, the first con-

troller controls the vehicle speed adjusting device based
on a driving force that maintains the vehicle in a stopped
condition as the target driving force, wherein

the first controller calculates a driving force that makes the

detected vehicle speed equal to the target vehicle speed;
and

the target driving force includes an inclination target driv-

ing force that maintains the vehicle in a stopped condi-
tion at the detected inclination, and a feedback target
driving force determined by subtracting the inclination
target driving force from the calculated driving force.
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