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(57) ABSTRACT 

Devices and methods are described for providing continuous 
measurement of an analyte concentration. In some embodi 
ments, the device has a sensing mechanism and a sensing 
membrane that includes at least one surface-active group 
containing polymer and that is located over the sensing 
mechanism. The sensing membrane may have a bioprotective 
layer con?gured to substantially block the effect and/or in?u 
ence of non-constant noise-causing species. 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 1 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

.74 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 2 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

O 0.0 0.0 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 3 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

362 E?mcooéoz x 65w 22mg 0 $62 E2260 x 56% BEE < 55% EB . 

we: wwnmm wmumm #NQN NTON 0on2‘ 
_ _ _ _ Pl 

%M,%\ Q\%\/ 

000m 

x xx x xxx“ ..| o auxxxxxxxxxxmxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxtaxx 
slunoo 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 4 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

402 402' 

@----”/J 
Li base polymer 

\400 

FIG. 4A 

45“ Surface-modified base polymer 

FIG. 4B 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 5 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

2000 20000 1 8000 1 6000 1 4000 

slunog MBH 





Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 7 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

mm .65 

28 E EN 

N g 

28 
E 05 

SE omnm 

362 . 
?cgw 382.0 0 55a 82a < E3 E8 . 

howcww “we. 

oooom ooomw ooomm F oooom P ooomm w ooooom 
slunog MBH 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 8 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

omw 

h .QE QEQE CQZEEQQCQQ $82G cow 9% com 0mm com Q5 8 F on o 

A29 o>_> E mwconwwm $82.9 hwmcjl 59 02> E mwconmmm 382.9 895 I 

29 9; E wwcoqwmm $82.0 u u 2% 05> E mmcogmmm 38:6 0 n. 

U n_ 

u 

u 

u 0 

000 P ooom ooom ooow ooom ooom coon 
(vd) esuodseH esoon|9 SIJOSUSS 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 9 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

$00 cocQoEEEoQQ 
E0 @582 l l 965:6: 62mm 63 {O} 

w .QE 

me: 

52 cone? 
0 cm 021 com cow omw 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 10 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

<0 .95 ._Owcmw _O._EOO LOwCOw “wok 6886 420E om 2 5 E9265 02 2:35 8 65m 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 1, 2009 Sheet 11 0f 11 US 2009/0247856 A1 

mm .05 

RCQw 923mm G 65% 8820 E 

$8036 .39: mm? z E EEPEBE 55, 2:35 2 E55 



US 2009/0247856 A1 

POLYMER MEMBRANES FOR CONTINUOUS 
ANALYTE SENSORS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of priority under 
35 U.S.C. §119(e) to Provisional Application No. 61/040, 
594, ?led on Mar. 28, 2008, Which is incorporated by refer 
ence herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Electrochemical sensors are useful in chemistry and 
medicine to determine the presence or concentration of a 
biological analyte. Such sensors are useful, for example, to 
monitor glucose in diabetic patients and lactate during critical 
care events. A variety of intravascular, transcutaneous and 
implantable sensors have been developed for continuously 
detecting and quantifying blood glucose values. Many 
implantable glucose sensors suffer from complications 
Within the body and provide only short-term or less-than 
accurate sensing of blood glucose. Similarly, many transcu 
taneous and intravascular sensors have problems in accu 
rately sensing and reporting back glucose values 
continuously over extended periods of time, for example, due 
to noise on the signal caused by interfering species or 
unknoWn noise-causing events. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] In a ?rst aspect, a device is provided for continuous 
measurement of an analyte concentration, the device com 
prising: a sensing mechanism con?gured to generate a signal 
associated With a concentration of an analyte in a host; and a 
sensing membrane located over the sensing mechanism, the 
sensing membrane comprising a bioprotective domain com 
prising a polymer comprising a surface-active group incor 
porated therein. 
[0004] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the surface 
active group is covalently bonded to the polymer. 
[0005] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the surface 
active group comprises a surface-active end group. 
[0006] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the polymer 
comprises a polyurethane and Wherein the surface-active 
group comprises silicone. 
[0007] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the device 
comprises a glucose sensor, and Wherein the polyurethane 
comprises a soft segment con?gured to control a ?ux of 
glucose through the bioprotective domain. 
[0008] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the soft seg 
ment comprises a polymer selected from group the consisting 
of polyvinyl acetate, poly(ethylene glycol), polyacrylamide, 
acetates, polyethylene oxide, poly ethyl acrylate, and polyvi 
nylpyrrolidone. 
[0009] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the thickness of 
the bioprotective domain is from about 1 micron to about 25 
microns. 
[0010] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the analyte is 
glucose. 
[0011] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the sensing 
mechanism comprises an electrode. 
[0012] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of the analyte 
therethrough. 
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[0013] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the sensing 
membrane further comprises a resistance domain con?gured 
to control a ?ux of the analyte therethrough. 
[0014] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the sensing 
membrane further comprises an enZyme domain comprising 
a catalyst. 
[0015] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the catalyst is 
incorporated into the bioprotective domain. 
[0016] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the device 
further comprises an interference domain located more proxi 
mal to the sensing mechanism than the enZyme domain, 
Wherein the interference domain comprises at least about 
25% silicone by Weight. 
[0017] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the polymer 
comprises at least one polymer selected from the group con 
sisting of epoxies, polyole?ns, polysiloxanes, polyethers, 
acrylics, polyesters, carbonates, and polyurethanes. 
[0018] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the surface 
active group comprises silicone. 
[0019] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the polymer 
comprises at least about 10% silicone by Weight percent. 
[0020] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the polymer 
comprises from about 19% to about 40% silicone by Weight 
percent. 
[0021] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain is con?gured to substantially block an effect or an 
in?uence of non-constant noise-causing species such that less 
than 20% of a total signal corresponds to a non-constant noise 
component. 
[0022] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of an analyte 
therethrough and to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an 
endogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0023] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a positive correlation 
betWeen a sensitivity of in vivo glucose concentration mea 
surements and a sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration 
measurements. 

[0024] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the correlation 
is greater than about 0.8. 
[0025] In an embodiment of the ?rst aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and 
in vitro glucose sensitivities of about 1 to 1. 
[0026] In a second aspect, a device is provided for continu 
ous measurement of an analyte concentration, the device 
comprising: a sensing mechanism con?gured to generate a 
signal associated With a concentration of an analyte in a host; 
and a sensing membrane located over the sensing mechanism, 
the sensing membrane comprising a bioprotective domain 
comprising a surface-active group-containing polymer, 
Wherein the device is con?gured to substantially block an 
effect or an in?uence of non-constant noise-causing species 
such that less than 20% of a total signal corresponds to a 
non-constant noise component. 
[0027] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the device 
further comprises sensor electronics con?gured to generate a 
signal, Wherein a non-constant non-analyte related compo 
nent does not substantially contribute to the signal, after sen 
sor break-in, for at least about one day. 
[0028] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the device 
further comprises sensor electronics con?gured to generate a 
signal, Wherein a non-constant non-analyte related compo 
nent does not substantially contribute to the signal, after sen 
sor break-in, for at least about three days. 
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[0029] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the device 
further comprises sensor electronics con?gured to generate a 
signal, Wherein a non-constant non-analyte related compo 
nent does not substantially contribute to the signal, after sen 
sor break-in, for at least about ?ve days. 
[0030] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the device 
further comprises sensor electronics con?gured to generate a 
signal, Wherein a non-constant non-analyte related compo 
nent does not substantially contribute to the signal, after sen 
sor break-in, for at least about seven days. 
[0031] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the biopro 
tective domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of an analyte 
therethrough and to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an 
endogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0032] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a positive correlation 
betWeen a sensitivity of in vivo glucose concentration mea 
surements and a sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration 
measurements. 

[0033] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the correla 
tion is greater than about 0.8. 
[0034] In an embodiment of the second aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and 
in vitro glucose sensitivities of about 1 to l. 
[0035] In a third aspect, a device is provided for continuous 
measurement of glucose concentration, the device compris 
ing: a sensing mechanism con?gured to generate a signal 
associated With a concentration of glucose in a host; and a 
sensing membrane located over the sensing mechanism, the 
sensing membrane comprising a bioprotective domain com 
prising a surface-active end group covalently bonded to a base 
polymer. 
[0036] In an embodiment of the third aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of glucose there 
through and to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an 
endogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0037] In an embodiment of the third aspect, the membrane 
is capable of providing a positive correlation betWeen a sen 
sitivity of in vivo glucose concentration measurements and a 
sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration measurements. 
[0038] In an embodiment of the third aspect, the correlation 
is greater than about 0.8. 
[0039] In an embodiment of the third aspect, the membrane 
is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and in vitro 
glucose sensitivities of about 1 to l. 
[0040] In a fourth aspect, a device is provided for continu 
ous measurement of an analyte concentration, the device 
comprising: a sensing mechanism con?gured to generate a 
signal associated With a concentration of an analyte in a host; 
and a sensing membrane located over the sensing mechanism, 
the sensing membrane comprising a bioprotective domain 
comprising a polyurethane comprising silicone end groups, 
Wherein the polyurethane further comprises a soft segment 
con?gured to control a ?ux of glucose therethrough. 
[0041] In an embodiment of the fourth aspect, the biopro 
tective domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of an analyte 
therethrough and to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an 
endogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0042] In an embodiment of the fourth aspect, the biopro 
tective domain is con?gured to control a ?ux of an analyte 
therethrough and to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an 
exogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0043] In an embodiment of the fourth aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a positive correlation 
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betWeen a sensitivity of in vivo glucose concentration mea 
surements and a sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration 
measurements. 

[0044] In an embodiment of the fourth aspect, the correla 
tion is greater than about 0.8. 
[0045] In an embodiment of the fourth aspect, the sensing 
membrane is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and 
in vitro glucose sensitivities of about 1 to l. 
[0046] In a ?fth aspect, a sensor is provided for continuous 
measurement of an analyte concentration, the sensor com 
prising: an electrode and a membrane located over the elec 
trode, the membrane comprising: a ?rst domain comprising a 
polymer having a surface active group, the ?rst domain con 
?gured to control a ?ux of an analyte therethrough and to 
substantially reduce or block a ?ux of an endogenous inter 
ferent therethrough; and a second domain comprising an 
enzyme. 
[0047] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 50 to l. 

[0048] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 100 to l. 

[0049] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 125 to l. 
[0050] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 150 to l. 
[0051] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 200 to l. 
[0052] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 300 to l. 

[0053] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain is con?gured to substantially reduce or block a ?ux of 
an exogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0054] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio less than about 1 to 60. 
[0055] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio less than about 1 to 30. 
[0056] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio less than about 1 to 15. 
[0057] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the polymer 
comprises a blend of a base polymer and a hydrophilic poly 
mer. 

[0058] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the base poly 
mer is a polyurethane selected from the group consisting of 
polyether-urethane-urea, polycarbonate-urethane, polyether 
urethane, silicone-polyether-urethane, silicone-polycarbon 
ate-urethane, and polyester-urethane. 
[0059] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the hydrophilic 
polymer is a polymer selected from the group consisting of 
polyvinyl acetate, poly(ethylene glycol), polyacrylamide, 
acetates, polyethylene oxide, poly ethyl acrylate, and polyvi 
nylpyrrolidone. 
[0060] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a thickness of from about 0.1 microns to about 15 
microns. 
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[0061] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the second 
domain has a thickness of from about 0.1 microns to about 10 
microns. 
[0062] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the membrane 
further comprises a third domain con?gured to substantially 
reduce or block a ?ux of an exogenous interferent there 
through. 
[0063] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the third 
domain has a thickness of from about 0.01 microns to about 5 
microns. 
[0064] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the membrane 
is capable of providing a positive correlation betWeen a sen 
sitivity of in vivo glucose concentration measurements and a 
sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration measurements. 
[0065] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the correlation 
is greater than about 0.8. 
[0066] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the membrane 
is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and in vitro 
glucose sensitivities of about 1 to l. 
[0067] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, an equivalent 
peak glucose response to a therapeutic dose of the exogenous 
interferent administered to a host is less than 100 mg/dL. 
[0068] In an embodiment of the ?fth aspect, the sensor is 
capable of obtaining a glucose-signal-to-baseline-signal ratio 
of greater than about 5 to l. 
[0069] In a sixth aspect, a device is provided for continu 
ously detecting glucose in a host, the device comprising: a 
?rst Working electrode comprising a ?rst electroactive sur 
face disposed beneath an enzymatic portion of a membrane 
system and con?gured to measure a ?rst signal comprising a 
glucose signal and a baseline signal; and a second Working 
electrode comprising a second electroactive surface disposed 
beneath a non-enZymatic portion of the membrane system 
and con?gured to measure a second signal comprising the 
baseline signal, Wherein the membrane system further com 
prises a bioprotective domain located over each of the ?rst 
Working electrode and the second Working electrode, and 
Wherein the bioprotective domain is con?gured to substan 
tially reduce or block a ?ux of one or more endogenous 
interferents therethrough. 
[0070] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 50 to l. 
[0071] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 100 to l. 
[0072] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 125 to l. 
[0073] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 150 to l. 
[0074] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 200 to l. 
[0075] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio 
greater than about 300 to l. 
[0076] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the ?rst 
domain is con?gured to substantially reduce orblock a ?ux of 
an exogenous interferent therethrough. 
[0077] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent perme 
ability ratio less than about 1 to 60. 
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[0078] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent perme 
ability ratio less than about 1 to 30. 
[0079] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent perme 
ability ratio less than about 1 to 15. 
[0080] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the bioprotec 
tive domain has a thickness of from about 0.1 microns to 
about 15 microns. 
[0081] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the membrane 
system is capable of providing a positive correlation betWeen 
a sensitivity of in vivo glucose concentration measurements 
and a sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration measure 
ments. 

[0082] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the correlation 
is greater than about 0.8. 
[0083] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the membrane 
system is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and in 
vitro glucose sensitivities of about 1 to l. 
[0084] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, an equivalent 
peak glucose response to a therapeutic dose of the exogenous 
interferent administered to a host is less than 100 mg/dL. 

[0085] In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the device is 
capable of obtaining a glucose-signal-to-baseline-signal ratio 
of greater than about 5 to l. 

[0086] In a seventh aspect, a device is provided for continu 
ous measurement of an analyte concentration, the device 
comprising: an electrode and a membrane located over the 
electrode, the membrane comprising: a ?rst domain compris 
ing a base polymer and a hydrophilic polymer, the ?rst 
domain con?gured to control a ?ux of the analyte there 
through and con?gured to substantially reduce or block a ?ux 
of an exogenous interferent therethrough by promoting 
hydrogen bonding With the exogenous interferent, Wherein an 
equivalent peak glucose response to a therapeutic dose of the 
exogenous interferent administered to a host is less than 100 
mg/dL. 
[0087] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the base 
polymer is a polyurethane selected from the group consisting 
of: polyether-urethane-urea, polycarbonate-urethane, poly 
ether-urethane, silicone-polyether-urethane, silicone-poly 
carbonate-urethane, and polyester-urethane. 
[0088] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the hydro 
philic polymer is a polymer selected from the group consist 
ing of: polyvinyl acetate, poly(ethylene glycol), polyacryla 
mide, acetates, polyethylene oxide, poly ethyl acrylate, and 
polyvinylpyrrolidone. 
[0089] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 50 to l. 

[0090] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 100 to l. 

[0091] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 125 to l. 

[0092] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 150 to l. 

[0093] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 200 to l. 
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[0094] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-oxygen permeability ratio greater 
than about 300 to 1. 
[0095] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio greater than about 1 to 60. 
[0096] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio greater than about 1 to 30. 
[0097] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a glucose-to-exogenous-interferent permeability 
ratio greater than about 1 to 15. 
[0098] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the ?rst 
domain has a thickness betWeen about 0.1 and 15 microns. 
[0099] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the mem 
brane is capable of providing a positive correlation betWeen a 
sensitivity of in vivo glucose concentration measurements 
and a sensitivity of in vitro glucose concentration measure 
ments. 

[0100] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the corre 
lation is greater than about 0.8. 
[0101] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the mem 
brane is capable of providing a ratio betWeen in vivo and in 
vitro glucose sensitivities of about 1 to 1. 
[0102] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, an equiva 
lent peak glucose response to a therapeutic dose of the exog 
enous interferent administered to a host is less than 100 
mg/dL. 
[0103] In an embodiment of the seventh aspect, the device 
is capable of obtaining a glucose-signal-to-baseline-signal 
ratio of greater than about 5 to 1. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0104] FIG. 1 is an expanded vieW of an exemplary 
embodiment of a continuous analyte sensor. 
[0105] FIGS. 2A-2C are cross-sectional vieWs through the 
sensor of FIG. 1 on line 2-2, illustrating various embodiments 
of the membrane system. 
[0106] FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating the components of a 
signal measured by a glucose sensor (after sensor break-in 
Was complete), in a non-diabetic volunteer host. 
[0107] FIG. 4A is a schematic vieW of a base polymer 
containing surface-active end groups in one embodiment. 
[0108] FIG. 4B is a schematic vieW of a bioprotective 
domain, shoWing an interface in a biological environment 
(e. g., interstitial space or vascular space). 
[0109] FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating in vivo test results 
comparing a control and test sensors bilaterally implanted in 
a human host, as described in Example 2. 
[0110] FIGS. 6A and 6B are graphs illustrating in vivo test 
results from control (FIG. 6A) and test (FIG. 6B) sensors 
implanted bilaterally into a rat, over a period of more than 
about 2 days. 
[0111] FIG. 7 is a graph comparing the in vivo glucose 
sensitivity of a sensor implanted in one rat With the in vitro 
glucose sensitivity of a sensor in glucose PBS solution, as 
described in Example 4. 
[0112] FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating signals, folloWing 
administration of acetaminophen, received from an enZy 
matic electrode With a bioprotective layer formed With sili 
cone-polycarbonate-urethane blended With PVP, compared 
to one formed With a conventional polyurethane membrane, 
as described in Example 5. 
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[0113] FIGS. 9A and 9B are graphs illustrating the percent 
ages of baseline signal to total signal under various environ 
ments, as described in Example 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0114] The following description and examples describe in 
detail some exemplary embodiments of devices and methods 
for providing continuous measurement of an analyte concen 
tration. It should be appreciated that there are numerous 
variations and modi?cations of the devices and methods 
described herein that are encompassed by the present inven 
tion. Accordingly, the description of a certain exemplary 
embodiment should not be deemed to limit the scope of the 
present invention. 

DEFINITIONS 

[0115] In order to facilitate an understanding of the devices 
and methods described herein, a number of terms are de?ned 
beloW. 
[0116] The term ‘analyte’ as used herein is a broad term, 
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a 
special or customiZed meaning), and refers Without limitation 
to a substance or chemical constituent in a biological ?uid (for 
example, blood, interstitial ?uid, cerebral spinal ?uid, lymph 
?uid, urine, sWeat, saliva, etc.) that can be analyZed. Analytes 
can include naturally occurring substances, arti?cial sub 
stances, metabolites, or reaction products. In some embodi 
ments, the analyte for measurement by the sensing regions, 
devices, and methods is glucose. HoWever, other analytes are 
contemplated as Well, including, but not limited to: acarbox 
yprothrombin; acylcamitine; adenine phosphoribosyl trans 
ferase; adenosine deaminase; albumin; alpha-fetoprotein; 
amino acid pro?les (arginine (Krebs cycle), histidine/uro 
canic acid, homocysteine, phenylalanine/tyrosine, tryp 
tophan); andrenostenedione; antipyrine; arabinitol enanti 
omers; arginase; benZoylecgonine (cocaine); biotinidase; 
biopterin; c-reactive protein; camitine; camosinase; CD4; 
ceruloplasmin; chenodeoxycholic acid; chloroquine; choles 
terol; cholinesterase; conjugated 1-[3 hydroxy-cholic acid; 
cortisol; creatine kinase; creatine kinase MM isoenZyme; 
cyclosporin A; d-penicillamine; de-ethylchloroquine; dehy 
droepiandrosterone sulfate; DNA (acetylator polymorphism, 
alcohol dehydrogenase, alpha l-antitrypsin, cystic ?brosis, 
Duchenne/Becker muscular dystrophy, glucose-6-phosphate 
dehydrogenase, hemoglobin A, hemoglobin S, hemoglobin 
C, hemoglobin D, hemoglobin E, hemoglobin F, D-Punjab, 
beta-thalassemia, hepatitis B virus, HCMV, HIV-1, HTLV-l, 
Leber hereditary optic neuropathy, MCAD, RNA, PKU, 
Plasmodium vivax, sexual differentiation, 21 -deoxycortisol); 
desbutylhalofantrine; dihydropteridine reductase; diptheria/ 
tetanus antitoxin; erythrocyte arginase; erythrocyte protopor 
phyrin; esterase D; fatty acids/acylglycines; free [3-human 
chorionic gonadotropin; free erythrocyte porphyrin; free thy 
roxine (FT4); free tri-iodothyronine (FT3); fumarylacetoac 
etase; galactose/gal-1-phosphate; galactose-1-phosphate 
uridyltransferase; gentamicin; glucose-6-phosphate dehy 
drogenase; glutathione; glutathione perioxidase; glycocholic 
acid; glycosylated hemoglobin; halofantrine; hemoglobin 
variants; hexosaminidase A; human erythrocyte carbonic 
anhydrase I; 17-alpha-hydroxyprogesterone; hypoxanthine 
phosphoribosyl transferase; immunoreactive trypsin; lactate; 
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lead; lipoproteins ((a), B/A-l, [3); lysozyme; me?oquine; 
netilmicin; phenobarbitone; phenyloin; phytanic/pristanic 
acid; progesterone; prolactin; prolidase; purine nucleoside 
phosphorylase; quinine; reverse tri-iodothyronine (rT3); 
selenium; serum pancreatic lipase; sissomicin; somatomedin 
C; speci?c antibodies (adenovirus, anti-nuclear antibody, 
anti-Zeta antibody, arbovirus, AujesZky’s disease virus, den 
gue virus, Dracunculus medinensis, Echinococcus granulo 
sus, Enlamoeba hislolylica, enterovirus, Giardia duodenal 
isa, Helicobacler pylori, hepatitis B virus, herpes virus, HIV 
l, IgE (atopic disease), in?uenza virus, Leishmania 
donovani, leplospira, measles/mumps/rubella, Mycobacle 
rium leprae, Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Myoglobin, 
Onchocerca volvulus, parain?uenZa virus, Plasmodium fal 
ciparum, poliovirus, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, respiratory 
syncytial virus, rickellsia (scrub typhus), Schislosoma man 
soni, Toxoplasma gondii, Trepenoma pallidium, Trypano 
soma cruzi/rangeli, vesicular stomatis virus, Wuchereria 
bancrofli, yelloW fever virus); speci?c antigens (hepatitis B 
virus, HIV-l); succinylacetone; sulfadoxine; theophylline; 
thyrotropin (TSH); thyroxine (T4); thyroxine-binding globu 
lin; trace elements; transferrin; UDP-galactose-4-epimerase; 
urea; uroporphyrinogen I synthase; vitamin A; White blood 
cells; and Zinc protoporphyrin. Salts, sugar, protein, fat, vita 
mins, and hormones naturally occurring in blood or intersti 
tial ?uids can also constitute analytes in certain embodiments. 
The analyte can be naturally present in the biological ?uid or 
endogenous, for example, a metabolic product, a hormone, an 
antigen, an antibody, and the like. Alternatively, the analyte 
can be introduced into the body or exogenous, for example, a 
contrast agent for imaging, a radioisotope, a chemical agent, 
a ?uorocarbon-based synthetic blood, or a drug or pharma 
ceutical composition, including but not limited to: insulin; 
ethanol; cannabis (marijuana, tetrahydrocannabinol, hash 
ish); inhalants (nitrous oxide, amyl nitrite, butyl nitrite, chlo 
rohydrocarbons, hydrocarbons); cocaine (crack cocaine); 
stimulants (amphetamines, methamphetamines, Ritalin, 
Cylert, Preludin, Didrex, PreState, Voranil, Sandrex, Ple 
gine); depressants (barbituates, methaqualone, tranquilizers 
such as Valium, Librium, MiltoWn, Serax, Equanil, Tranx 
ene); hallucinogens (phencyclidine, lysergic acid, mescaline, 
peyote, psilocybin); narcotics (heroin, codeine, morphine, 
opium, meperidine, Percocet, Percodan, Tussionex, Fentanyl, 
Darvon, TalWin, Lomotil); designer drugs (analogs of fenta 
nyl, meperidine, amphetamines, methamphetamines, and 
phencyclidine, for example, Ecstasy); anabolic steroids; and 
nicotine. The metabolic products of drugs and pharmaceuti 
cal compositions are also contemplated analytes. Analytes 
such as neurochemicals and other chemicals generated Within 
the body can also be analyZed, such as, for example, ascorbic 
acid, uric acid, dopamine, noradrenaline, 3-methoxytyramine 
(3MT), 3,4-dihydroxyphenylacetic acid (DOPAC), homo 
vanillic acid (HVA), 5-hydroxytryptamine (5HT), and 5-hy 
droxyindoleacetic acid (FHIAA). 
[0117] The phrase ‘continuous (or continual) analyte sens 
ing’ as used herein is a broad term, and is to be given its 
ordinary and customary meaning to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art (and is not to be limited to a special or customiZed 
meaning), and refers Without limitation to the period in Which 
monitoring of analyte concentration is continuously, continu 
ally, and or intermittently (but regularly) performed, for 
example, about every 5 to 10 minutes. 

[0118] The terms ‘operable connection,’ ‘operably con 
nected,’ and ‘operably linked’ as used herein are broad terms, 
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and are to be given their ordinary and customary meaning to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art (and are not to be limited 
to a special or customiZed meaning), and refer Without limi 
tation to one or more components linked to another compo 
nent(s) in a manner that alloWs transmission of signals 
betWeen the components. For example, one or more elec 
trodes can be used to detect the amount of analyte in a sample 
and convert that information into a signal; the signal can then 
be transmitted to a circuit. In this case, the electrode is ‘oper 
ably linked’ to the electronic circuitry. 
[0119] The term ‘host’ as used herein is a broad term, and is 
to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a special or 
customiZed meaning), and refers Without limitation to ani 
mals (e.g. humans) and plants. 
[0120] The terms ‘electrochemically reactive surface’ and 
‘electroactive surface’ as used herein are broad terms, and are 
to be given their ordinary and customary meaning to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art (and are not to be limited to a special 
or customiZed meaning), and refer Without limitation to the 
surface of an electrode Where an electrochemical reaction 
takes place. As one example, in a Working electrode, H2O2 
(hydrogen peroxide) produced by an enZyme-catalyZed reac 
tion of an analyte being detected reacts and thereby creates a 
measurable electric current. For example, in the detection of 
glucose, glucose oxidase produces H2O2 as a byproduct. The 
H2O2 reacts With the surface of the Working electrode to 
produce tWo protons (2H+), tWo electrons (2e‘), and one 
molecule of oxygen (02), Which produces the electric current 
being detected. In the case of the counter electrode, a reduc 
ible species, for example, 02 is reduced at the electrode sur 
face in order to balance the current being generated by the 
Working electrode. 
[0121] The terms ‘sensing region,’ ‘sensor’, and ‘sensing 
mechanism’ as used herein are broad terms, and are to be 
given their ordinary and customary meaning to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art (and are not to be limited to a special 
or customiZed meaning), and refer Without limitation to the 
region or mechanism of a monitoring device responsible for 
the detection of a particular analyte. 
[0122] The terms ‘raW data stream’ and ‘data stream’ as 
used herein are broad terms, and are to be given their ordinary 
and customary meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
(and are not to be limited to a special or customiZed meaning), 
and refer Without limitation to an analog or digital signal 
directly related to the measured glucose concentration from 
the glucose sensor. In one example, the raW data stream is 
digital data in ‘counts’ converted by anA/ D converter from an 
analog signal (for example, voltage or amps) representative of 
a glucose concentration. The terms broadly encompass a plu 
rality of time spaced data points from a substantially continu 
ous glucose sensor, Which comprises individual measure 
ments taken at time intervals ranging from fractions of a 
second up to, for example, 1, 2, or 5 minutes or longer. 
[0123] The term ‘counts’ as used herein is a broad term, and 
is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a special 
or customiZed meaning), and refers Without limitation to a 
unit of measurement of a digital signal. In one example, a raW 
data stream measured in counts is directly related to a voltage 
(for example, converted by an A/D converter), Which is 
directly related to current from the Working electrode. In 
another example, counter electrode voltage measured in 
counts is directly related to a voltage. 
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[0124] The term ‘electrical potential’ as used herein is a 
broad term, and is to be given its ordinary and customary 
meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to 
be limited to a special or customized meaning), and refers 
Without limitation to the electrical potential difference 
betWeen tWo points in a circuit Which is the cause of the ?oW 
of a current. 

[0125] The phrase ‘distal to’ as used herein is a broad term, 
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a 
special or customized meaning), and refers Without limitation 
to the spatial relationship betWeen various elements in com 
parison to a particular point of reference. For example, some 
embodiments of a sensor include a membrane system having 
a bioprotective domain and an enzyme domain. If the sensor 
is deemed to be the point of reference and the bioprotective 
domain is positioned farther from the sensor than the enzyme 
domain, then the bioprotective domain is more distal to the 
sensor than the enzyme domain. 

[0126] The phrase ‘proximal to’ as used herein is a broad 
term, and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to 
a special or customized meaning), and refers Without limita 
tion to the spatial relationship betWeen various elements in 
comparison to a particular point of reference. For example, 
some embodiments of a device include a membrane system 
having a bioprotective domain and an enzyme domain. If the 
sensor is deemed to be the point of reference and the enzyme 
domain is positioned nearer to the sensor than the bioprotec 
tive domain, then the enzyme domain is more proximal to the 
sensor than the bioprotective domain. 
[0127] The terms ‘interferents’ and ‘interfering species’ as 
used herein are broad terms, and are to be given their ordinary 
and customary meaning to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
(and are not to be limited to a special or customized meaning), 
and refer Without limitation to effects or species that interfere 
With the measurement of an analyte of interest in a sensor to 
produce a signal that does not accurately represent the analyte 
measurement. In an exemplary electrochemical sensor, inter 
fering species can include compounds With an oxidation 
potential that overlaps With that of the analyte to be measured. 
[0128] The term ‘domain’ as used herein is a broad term, 
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a 
special or customized meaning), and refers Without limitation 
to regions of a membrane that can be layers, uniform or 
non-uniform gradients (i.e., anisotropic) or provided as por 
tions of the membrane. 
[0129] The terms ‘sensing membrane’ and ‘membrane sys 
tem’ as used herein are broad terms, and are to be given their 
ordinary and customary meaning to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art (and are not to be limited to a special or customized 
meaning), and refers Without limitation to a permeable or 
semi-permeable membrane that can comprise one or more 
domains and constructed of materials of a feW microns thick 
ness or more, Which are permeable to oxygen and may or may 
not be permeable to an analyte of interest. In one example, the 
sensing membrane or membrane system may comprise an 
immobilized glucose oxidase enzyme, Which enables an elec 
trochemical reaction to occur to measure a concentration of 

glucose. 
[0130] The term ‘baseline’ as used herein is a broad term, 
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a 
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special or customized meaning), and refers Without limitation 
to the component of an analyte sensor signal that is not related 
to the analyte concentration. In one example of a glucose 
sensor, the baseline is composed substantially of signal con 
tribution due to factors other than glucose (for example, inter 
fering species, non-reaction-related hydrogen peroxide, or 
other electroactive species With an oxidation potential that 
overlaps With hydrogen peroxide). In some embodiments 
Wherein a calibration is de?ned by solving for the equation 
y:mx+b, the value of b represents the baseline of the signal. 
[0131] The term ‘ sensitivity’ as used herein is a broad term, 
and is to be given its ordinary and customary meaning to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art (and is not to be limited to a 
special or customized meaning), and refers Without limitation 
to an amount of electrical current produced by a predeter 
mined amount (unit) of the measured analyte. For example, in 
one embodiment, a sensor has a sensitivity (or slope) of from 
about 1 to about 100 picoAmps of current for every 1 mg/dL 
of glucose analyte. 
[0132] As employed herein, the folloWing abbreviations 
apply: Eq and Eqs (equivalents); mEq (milliequivalents); M 
(molar); mM (millimolar) [1M (micromolar); N (Normal); 
mol (moles); mmol (millimoles); umol (micromoles); nmol 
(nanomoles); g (grams); mg (milligrams); pg (micrograms); 
Kg (kilograms); L (liters); mL (milliliters); dL (deciliters); [1L 
(microliters); cm (centimeters); mm (millimeters); um (mi 
crometers); nm (nanometers); h and hr (hours); min. (min 
utes); s and sec. (seconds); ° C. (degrees Centigrade). 

OvervieW 

[0133] Membrane systems of the preferred embodiments 
are suitable for use With implantable devices in contact With a 
biological ?uid. For example, the membrane systems can be 
utilized With implantable devices, such as devices for moni 
toring and determining analyte levels in a biological ?uid, for 
example, devices for monitoring glucose levels for individu 
als having diabetes. In some embodiments, the analyte-mea 
suring device is a continuous device. The analyte-measuring 
device can employ any suitable sensing element to provide 
the raW signal, including but not limited to those involving 
enzymatic, chemical, physical, electrochemical, spectropho 
tometric, polarimetric, calorimetric, radiometric, immu 
nochemical, or like elements. 
[0134] Although some of the description that folloWs is 
directed at glucose-measuring devices, including the 
described membrane systems and methods for their use, these 
membrane systems are not limited to use in devices that 
measure or monitor glucose. These membrane systems are 
suitable for use in any of a variety of devices, including, for 
example, devices that detect and quantify other analytes 
present in biological ?uids (e.g. cholesterol, amino acids, 
alcohol, galactose, and lactate), cell transplantation devices 
(see, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,015,572, U.S. Pat. No. 
5,964,745, and Us. Pat. No. 6,083,523), drug delivery 
devices (see, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,458,631, U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,820,589, and Us. Pat. No. 5,972,369), and the like. 
[0135] In one embodiment, the analyte sensor is an 
implantable glucose sensor, such as described With reference 
to Us. Pat. No. 6,001,067 and Us. Patent Publication No. 
US-2005-0027463-A1, Which are incorporated herein by ref 
erence in their entirety. In another embodiment, the analyte 
sensor is a glucose sensor, such as described With reference to 
Us. Patent Publication No. US-2006-0020187-A1, Which is 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. In still other 
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embodiments, the sensor is con?gured to be implanted in a 
host vessel or extra-corporeally, such as is described in Us. 
Patent Publication No. US-2007-0027385-A1, U.S. Patent 
Publication No. US-2008-0119703-A1, co-pending U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 11/691 ,426 ?led on Mar. 26, 2007, 
and Us. Patent Publication No. US-2007-0197890-A1, 
Which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety. In 
some embodiments, the sensor is con?gured as a dual-elec 
trode sensor, such as described in Us. Patent Publication No. 
US-2005-0143635-A1, U.S. Patent Publication No. 
US-2007-0027385-A1, U.S. Patent Publication No. 
US-2007-0213611-A1, and Us. Patent Publication No. 
US -2008-0083 617-A1, Which are incorporated herein by ref 
erence in their entirety. In one alternative embodiment, the 
continuous glucose sensor comprises a sensor such as 
described in Us. Pat. No. 6,565,509 to Say et al., for 
example. In another alternative embodiment, the continuous 
glucose sensor comprises a subcutaneous sensor such as 
described With reference to Us. Pat. No. 6,579,690 to Bon 
necaZe et al. or U.S. Pat. No. 6,484,046 to Say et al., for 
example. In another alternative embodiment, the continuous 
glucose sensor comprises a re?llable subcutaneous sensor 
such as described With reference to Us. Pat. No. 6,512,939 to 
Colvin et al., for example. In yet another alternative embodi 
ment, the continuous glucose sensor comprises an intravas 
cular sensor such as described With reference to Us. Pat. No. 
6,477,395 to Schulman et al., for example. In another alter 
native embodiment, the continuous glucose sensor comprises 
an intravascular sensor such as described With reference to 
Us. Pat. No. 6,424,847 to Mastrototaro et al. In some 
embodiments, the electrode system can be used With any of a 
variety of knoWn in vivo analyte sensors or monitors, such as 
U.S. Pat. No. 7,157,528 to Ward; U.S. Pat. No. 6,212,416 to 
Ward et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 6,119,028 to Schulman et al.; U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,400,974 to Lesho; U.S. Pat. No. 6,595,919 to 
Bemer et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 6,141,573 to Kumik et al.; U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,122,536 to Sun et al.; European Patent Application 
EP 1153571 to Varall et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 6,512,939 to Colvin 
et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 5,605,152 to Slate et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 
4,431,004 to Bessman et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 4,703,756 to 
Gough et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 6,514,718 to Heller et al.; U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,985,129 to Gough et al.; WO Patent Application Pub 
lication No. 04/021877 to Caduff; U.S. Pat. No. 5,494,562 to 
Maley et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 6,120,676 to Heller et al.; and Us. 
Pat. No. 6,542,765 to Guy et al., each of Which are incorpo 
rated herein by reference in their entirety. In general, it is 
understood that the disclosed embodiments are applicable to 
a variety of continuous analyte measuring device con?gura 
tions. 

[0136] In some embodiments, a long term sensor (e.g. 
Wholly implantable or intravascular) is con?gured and 
arranged to function for a time period of from about 30 days 
or less to about one year or more (eg a sensor session). In 
some embodiments, a short term sensor (e. g. one that is 
transcutaneous or intravascular) is con?gured and arranged to 
function for a time period of from about a feW hours to about 
30 days, including a time period of about 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28 or 29 days (e.g., a sensor session). As used herein, 
the term ‘sensor session’ is a broad term and refers Without 
limitation to the period of time the sensor is applied to (eg 
implanted in) the host or is being used to obtain sensor values. 
For example, in some embodiments, a sensor session extends 
from the time of sensor implantation (eg including insertion 

Oct. 1, 2009 

of the sensor into subcutaneous tissue and placing the sensor 
into ?uid communication With a host’s circulatory system) to 
the time When the sensor is removed. 

Exemplary Glucose Sensor Con?guration 

[0137] FIG. 1 is an expanded vieW of an exemplary 
embodiment of a continuous analyte sensor 34, also referred 
to as an analyte sensor, illustrating the sensing mechanism. In 
some embodiments, the sensing mechanism is adapted for 
insertion under the host’s skin, and the remaining body of the 
sensor (e.g. electronics, etc.) can reside ex vivo. In the illus 
trated embodiment, the analyte sensor 34 includes tWo elec 
trodes, i.e., a Working electrode 38 and at least one additional 
electrode 30, Which may function as a counter or reference 
electrode, hereinafter referred to as the reference electrode 
30. 
[0138] It is contemplated that the electrode may be formed 
to have any of a variety of cross-sectional shapes. For 
example, in some embodiments, the electrode may be formed 
to have a circular or substantially circular shape, but in other 
embodiments, the electrode may be formed to have a cross 
sectional shape that resembles an ellipse, a polygon (e.g. 
triangle, square, rectangle, parallelogram, trapeZoid, penta 
gon, hexagon, octagon), or the like. In various embodiments, 
the cross-sectional shape of the electrode may be symmetri 
cal, but in other embodiments, the cross-sectional shape may 
be asymmetrical. In some embodiments, each electrode may 
be formed from a ?ne Wire With a diameter of from about 
0.001 or less to about 0.050 inches or more, for example, and 
is formed from, e. g. a plated insulator, a plated Wire, or bulk 
electrically conductive material. In some embodiments, the 
Wire used to form a Working electrode may be about 0.002, 
0.003, 0.004, 0.005, 0.006, 0.007, 0.008, 0.009, 0.01, 0.015, 
0.02, 0.025, 0.03, 0.035, 0.04 or 0.045 inches in diameter. In 
some embodiments, the Working electrode may comprise a 
Wire formed from a conductive material, such as platinum, 
platinum-black, platinum-iridium, palladium, graphite, gold, 
carbon, conductive polymer, alloys, or the like. Although the 
illustrated electrode con?guration and associated text 
describe one method of forming a sensor, any of a variety of 
knoWn sensor con?gurations can be employed With the ana 
lyte sensor system. 
[0139] The Working electrode 38 is con?gured to measure 
the concentration of an analyte, such as, but not limited to 
glucose, uric acid, cholesterol, lactate, and the like. In an 
enZymatic electrochemical sensor for detecting glucose, for 
example, the Working electrode may measure the hydrogen 
peroxide produced by an enZyme catalyZed reaction of the 
analyte being detected and creates a measurable electric cur 
rent. For example, in the detection of glucose Wherein glucose 
oxidase (GOX) produces H2O2 as a byproduct, the H2O2 
reacts With the surface of the Working electrode producing 
tWo protons (2H+), tWo electrons (2e‘) and one molecule of 
oxygen (02), Which produces the electric current being 
detected. 
[0140] An insulator may be provided to electrically insulate 
the Working and reference electrodes. In this exemplary 
embodiment, the Working electrode 38 is covered With an 
insulating material, for example, a non-conductive polymer. 
Dip-coating, spray-coating, vapor-deposition, or other coat 
ing or deposition techniques can be used to deposit the insu 
lating material on the Working electrode. In one embodiment, 
the insulating material comprises parylene, Which can be an 
advantageous polymer coating because of its strength, lubric 
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ity, and electrical insulation properties. Generally, parylene is 
produced by vapor deposition and polymerization of para 
xylylene (or its substituted derivatives). However, any suit 
able insulating material can be used, for example, ?uorinated 
polymers, polyethyleneterephthalate, polyurethane, polyim 
ide, other nonconducting polymers, or the like. Glass or 
ceramic materials can also be employed. Other materials 
suitable for use include surface energy modi?ed coating sys 
tems such as those marketed under the trade names AMC18, 
AMCl48, AMCl4l, and AMC321 by Advanced Materials 
Components Express of Bellafonte, Pa. In some alternative 
embodiments, hoWever, the Working electrode may not 
require a coating of insulator. 
[0141] In some embodiments, the reference electrode 30, 
Which may function as a reference electrode alone, or as a 
dual reference and counter electrode, is formed from silver, 
silver/silver chloride, or the like. In some embodiments, the 
electrodes are juxtapositioned or tWisted With or around each 
other, but it is contemplated, hoWever, that other con?gura 
tions are also possible. In one embodiment, the reference 
electrode 30 is helically Wound around the Working electrode 
38. The assembly of Wires may then be optionally coated 
together With an insulating material, similar to that described 
above, in order to provide an insulating attachment (e.g. 
securing together of the Working and reference electrodes). 
[0142] In embodiments Wherein an outer insulator is dis 
posed, a portion of the coated assembly structure can be 
stripped or otherWise removed, for example, by hand, exci 
mer lasing, chemical etching, laser ablation, grit-blasting, or 
the like, to expose the electroactive surfaces. Alternatively, a 
portion of the electrode can be masked prior to depositing the 
insulator in order to maintain an exposed electroactive sur 
face area. 

[0143] In some embodiments, a radial WindoW is formed 
through the insulating material to expose a circumferential 
electroactive surface of the Working electrode. Additionally, 
sections of electroactive surface of the reference electrode are 
exposed. For example, the sections of electroactive surface 
can be masked during deposition of an outer insulating layer 
or etched after deposition of an outer insulating layer. In some 
applications, cellular attack or migration of cells to the sensor 
can cause reduced sensitivity or function of the device, par 
ticularly after the ?rst day of implantation. HoWever, When 
the exposed electroactive surface is distributed circumferen 
tially about the sensor (eg as in a radial WindoW), the avail 
able surface area for reaction can be suf?ciently distributed so 
as to minimize the effect of local cellular invasion of the 
sensor on the sensor signal. Alternatively, a tangential 
exposed electroactive WindoW can be formed, for example, by 
stripping only one side of the coated assembly structure. In 
other alternative embodiments, the WindoW can be provided 
at the tip of the coated assembly structure such that the elec 
troactive surfaces are exposed at the tip of the sensor. Other 
methods and con?gurations for exposing electroactive sur 
faces can also be employed. 

[0144] In some alternative embodiments, additional elec 
trodes can be included Within the assembly, for example, a 
three-electrode system (Working, reference, and counter elec 
trodes) and an additional Working electrode (eg an electrode 
Which can be used to generate oxygen, Which is con?gured as 
a baseline subtracting electrode, or Which is con?gured for 
measuring additional analytes). U.S. Pat. No. 7,081,195, U.S. 
Patent Publication No. US-2005-0l43635-Al and Us. 
Patent Publication No. US-2007-0027385-Al, each of Which 
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are incorporated herein by reference, describe some systems 
and methods for implementing and using additional Working, 
counter, and reference electrodes. In one implementation 
Wherein the sensor comprises tWo Working electrodes, the 
tWo Working electrodes are juxtapositioned, around Which the 
reference electrode is disposed (e.g. helically Wound). In 
some embodiments Wherein tWo or more Working electrodes 
are provided, the Working electrodes can be formed in a 
double-, triple-, quad-, etc. helix con?guration along the 
length of the sensor (for example, surrounding a reference 
electrode, insulated rod, or other support structure). The 
resulting electrode system can be con?gured With an appro 
priate membrane system, Wherein the ?rst Working electrode 
is con?gured to measure a ?rst signal comprising glucose and 
baseline signals, and the additional Working electrode is con 
?gured to measure a baseline signal consisting of the baseline 
signal only. In these embodiments, the second Working elec 
trode may be con?gured to be substantially similar to the ?rst 
Working electrode, but Without an enZyme disposed thereon. 
In this Way, the baseline signal can be determined and sub 
tracted from the ?rst signal to generate a difference signal, 
i.e., a glucose-only signal that is substantially not subject to 
?uctuations in the baseline or interfering species on the sig 
nal, such as described in Us. Patent Publication No. 
US-2005-0l43635-Al, U.S. Patent Publication No. 
US-2007-0027385-Al, and Us. Patent Publication No. 
US-2007-02l36l l-Al, and Us. Patent Publication No. 
US-2008-00836 l 7-Al, Which are incorporated herein by ref 
erence in their entirety. 

[0145] It has been found that in some electrode systems 
involving tWo Working electrodes, i.e., in some dual-elec 
trode systems, the Working electrodes may sometimes be 
slightly different from each other. For instance, tWo Working 
electrodes, even When manufactured from a single facility 
may slightly differ in thickness orpermeability because of the 
electrodes’ high sensitivity to environmental conditions (eg 
temperature, humidity) during fabrication. Accordingly, the 
Working electrodes of a dual-electrode system may some 
times have varying diffusion, membrane thickness, and dif 
fusion characteristics. As a result, the above-described differ 
ence signal (i.e., a glucose-only signal, generated from 
subtracting the baseline signal from the ?rst signal) may not 
be completely accurate. To mitigate this, it is contemplated 
that in some dual-electrode systems, both Working electrodes 
may be fabricated With one or more membranes that each 
includes a bioprotective layer, Which is described in more 
detail elseWhere herein. Example 6 beloW describes in detail 
the results of reduction of interference-related signals 
achieved With one embodiment in Which the sensor comprises 
tWo Working electrodes, each of Which is covered by a bio 
protective layer. 
[0146] It is contemplated that the sensing region may 
include any of a variety of electrode con?gurations. For 
example, in some embodiments, in addition to one or more 
glucose-measuring Working electrodes, the sensing region 
may also include a reference electrode or other electrodes 
associated With the Working electrode. In these particular 
embodiments, the sensing region may also include a separate 
reference or counter electrode associated With one or more 

optional auxiliary Working electrodes. In other embodiments, 
the sensing region may include a glucose-measuring Working 
electrode, an auxiliary Working electrode, tWo counter elec 
trodes (one for each Working electrode), and one shared ref 
erence electrode. In yet other embodiments, the sensing 
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