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A controller for a PWM converter. The low frequency input
impedance is an important parameter of PWM converters. In
active power factor correction schemes, this impedance
needs to resistive in order to keep the power factor near
unity. The controller of the present invention will force the
input terminals of a PWM converter, and in particular that of
a Boost converter, to look resistive, or with a reactive
component as desired. The advantages of the controller
according to the present invention are simplicity, low cost,
robustness and the fact that it does not require an analog
multiplier and does not require sensing the input voltage.
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REGULATING THE INPUT IMPEDANCE OF
PWM CONVERTERS

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a controller for regulating
the input impedance of pulse width modulation converters
(PWM converters), and) more particularly, to a controller for
regulating the input impedance of pulse width modulation
converters for active power factor correction.

PWM converters are widely used for DC-DC, DC-AC,
AC-DC and AC-AC conversion. In some cases the purpose
of the PWM converter is to shape the input current wave-
form as seen at the input of the converter. For example, in
active power factor correction (APFC), the function of the
converter is to ensure that the AC current seen by the source
is in phase with the source voltage and has minimum
higher-order harmonics. The present application uses the
term “pulse width modulation converter” and the equivalent
term “PWM converter” to denote any circuit which actively
switches reactive components in a network in such a way as
to control the impedance of the network by varying the
timing of the active switching. An important class of PWM
converters is based on what is referred to as the “boost
topology.” A typical well-known embodiment of a PWM
converter in the boost topology is used as an APFC circuit
and is shown in FIG. 1. In this “boost converter”, the input
voltage is rectified by a full-wave rectifier D, and fed to a
boost stage with an input inductor L,,,, a duty switch S,, a
high frequency rectifier D, an output filter capacitor C, and
a load R,. Duty switch S, is opened and closed by a high
frequency control signal in such a way as to force the input
current (i,,,) to follow the shape of the rectified input voltage
(V:.r)- Because of this, the input terminal will look resistive
rather than reactive. That is, the power factor (PF) will be
equal to unity. By varying the timing of the active switching
in other ways, the input impedance of the boost converter
can also be made to look reactive, either capacitive or
inductive, or as a combination of reactive and resistive
loads. In all such applications, the controlling of the timing
of the active switching (duty switch S, in FIG. 1) is crucial
to attaining the desired results.

A control circuit is required for a PWM converter, in order
to operate duty switch S; properly to achieve the desired
shaping of the input current waveform, and the present
application uses the term “control circuit” to denote any
mechanism which performs or governs the switching for a
PWM converter. The present application uses the term “duty
cycle” to denote any repetitive sequence of switching char-
acterized by a first time period for a given state followed by
a second time period of the opposite state, the sequence
taking place over a given time interval. The present appli-
cation uses the term “duty cycle period” to denote the given
time interval of the duty cycle. The present application uses
the term “duty switch” to denote any device which controls
electricity and which may be characterized by two opposite
states. Examples of duty switches include, but are not
limited to, transistors, relays, and the like, and is illustrated
in a circuit as duty switch S; in FIG. 1. A duty cycle is
illustrated in FIG. 2. For convenience in reference, the
present application uses the terms “opened” and “closed” to
denote the two opposite switching states, and also uses the
equivalent designations “off” and “on” respectively. In FIG.
2 the total duty cycle period is a period T. During duty cycle
period T,y the duty switch is opened, and during duty
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cycle period T,y the duty switch is closed. The control
circuit for a PWM converter generates a signal characterized
by a duty cycle having a specified ratio of the closed
switching time period to the total duty cycle time period
(Toa/Torr)- The present application uses the term “regu-
lating the duty cycle” to denote the adjustment of this ratio
of the closed switching time period to the total duty cycle
time period. It is also common in the art to refer to the
varying of the duty cycle time periods as a “pulse width
modulation,” wherein the term “pulse width” refers to the
closed or opened switching period, as illustrated in FIG. 2,
and wherein the term “modulation” refers to the varying of
these periods. In the art there are different regimes for
performing pulse width modulation. It is possible to hold the
total duty cycle period constant and vary the opened and
closed time periods, such that as one increases the other
decreases. It is also possible to hold either the opened or the
closed time period constant and increase the other, so that
the total duty cycle period increases.

Prior art control circuits are complicated, and in
particular, they require an analog multiplier and sensing of
the input voltage as a reference to the desired shape of input
current. This adds to the cost and increases the sensitivity to
noise and temperature changes. A multiplier is needed when
a boost converter is operated in what is referred to as the
“continuous current mode” (CCM). In the continuous cur-
rent mode, the current through inductor L,,. (FIG. 1) does
not drop to zero during a given duty cycle. Furthermore,
existing control circuits need to sense the input voltage in
order to regulate the current properly. It is well-known in the
art that this may introduce further noise as well as to create
distortion of the input current.

For what is referred to as the “discontinuous current
mode” (DCM), the prior art control circuit is simpler and
does not require an analog multiplier. However, as is known
in the art, DCM control circuits are less efficient and are
unsuitable for high power use.

There is thus a widely recognized need for, and it would
be highly advantageous to have, a continuous current mode
active power factor correction control circuit which does not
require an analog multiplier and does not need to sense the
input voltage. It would also be desirable to be able to
construct such a control circuit using fewer components of
lower cost. These goals are met by the present invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention discloses an innovative method and
control circuit for regulating the continuous current mode
duty cycle of a boost converter for the purpose of shaping
the waveform of the input current of the boost converter to
conform to the shape of the waveform of the input voltage
into the boost converter. Doing so makes the boost converter
appear to be a resistive load rather than a reactive load,
thereby increasing the power factor to unity and reducing the
total harmonic distortion.

The innovative features of the method and the control
circuit according to the present invention include the use of
a ramp signal generator whose voltage slope varies accord-
ing to the output voltage of the boost converter, coupled with
a threshold determined by the boost converter current. These
enable the continuous current mode duty cycle of the pulse
width modulation to be accurately regulated during chang-
ing load conditions without the need for expensive analog
multiplier circuitry, without the need to sense the input
voltage, and without the introduction of additional noise and
distortion resulting therefrom.
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Therefore, according to the present invention there is
provided a method for controlling the duty cycle of a duty
switch within a boost converter in order to regulate the input
impedance of the boost converter, the boost converter hav-
ing an output voltage and an input current, the method
including the steps of: (a) providing a ramp signal having a
slope determined by the output voltage; (b) putting the duty
switch into a first state when the ramp signal is reset; (c)
providing a threshold determined by the input current; (d)
comparing the ramp signal to the threshold; and (e) putting
the duty switch into a second state when the ramp signal
reaches the threshold.

According to the present invention there is also provided
a control circuit for controlling the duty cycle of a duty
switch within a boost converter in order to regulate the input
impedance of the boost converter, the duty switch assuming
one of a plurality of states, the boost converter having an
output voltage and an input current, the control circuit
including: (a) a dependent ramp signal generator for gener-
ating a ramp signal, wherein the slope of the ramp signal is
controlled by the output voltage;, (b) a mechanism for
sensing the input current and outputting a threshold signal
which is a function of the input current; (c) a threshold
detector for comparing the ramp signal to the threshold
signal; and (d) a mechanism for controlling the state of the
duty switch according to the comparing.

The method and control circuit according to the present
invention thereby overcome the shortcomings of existing
control circuits, which require analog multipliers and input
voltage sensing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is herein described, by way of example
only, with reference to accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the prior art boost topology.
FIG. 2 illustrates the duty cycle for a boost converter.

FIG. 3 illustrates conceptually the prior art principle using
an analog multiplier to control a boost converter.

FIG. 4 shows the conceptual configuration of the boost
converter control circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows the control circuit ramp voltage during a
transient increase in load resistance.

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of the control circuit
according to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention is of a control circuit for regulating
a duty cycle. Specifically, the present invention can be used
to achieve power factor correction in conjunction with a
boost converter. The principles and operation of a control
circuit according to the present invention may be better
understood with reference to the drawings and the accom-
panying description.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the voltage seen at point a (V,)
is a pulsating voltage of maximum amplitude V_, and a
duration of time denoted as Ty (When duty switch S is
opened). When duty switch S, is closed, V,, is zero. The duty
cycle is illustrated in FIG. 2. A duty cycle portion of duration
Torr corresponds to a “duty switch opened” condition,
where the voltage V, at point a is V. A duty cycle portion
of duration T,y corresponds to a “duty switch closed”
condition, where the voltage V,, at point a is zero. The total
duty cycle has a period Ts. Consequently, the average
voltage at point a (v,,) will be:
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_ VoTorr
==

Vav

where T is the total duty cycle period, also known as the
“PWM switching period.” This is the same as:

Var=VoDgpp

@
where

©)

Torr
Dorr = I

The closed duty cycle time period D, when. duty switch
S, is conducting (during T,,,,) is similarly defined as:

)
Doy = -2
N = T

The input voltage (v,z) fed to the boost converter is
assumed to be of low frequency as compared to the switch-
ing frequency (f;=1/T,) and hence can be considered con-
stant over several switching periods (T,). Assuming that the
power stage is properly controlled, the average low fre-
quency voltage across L,,, will be close to zero (otherwise
the current will increase to very high values). This implies
that

Vink =V ®
or, from Equation (1):

Vin=VoDorr O
If D,pr is regulated according to the rule:

Dorr=Kiyg ™

where K is a constant and i, is the low frequency

component of the input current (i;,) then

Vine=V oKiing ®
or:

i= VinR ©)

e =y g

Assuming now that output filter capacitor C, (FIG. 1) is
sufficiently large so that the ripple of V_ can be neglected,
it is seen that, according to Equation (9), the input current
will simply be proportional to the input voltage. That is, the
boost converter will look resistive with an apparent input
resistance R, given by:

R.=KV

& o

(10)

The value of the input resistance and hence the input
current can thus be controlled by varying K. In practical
applications, V, must be kept constant even if load R, (FIG.
1) varies. In this prior art control scheme, the output voltage
can be kept constant by closing a feedback loop on K. This
prior art is shown conceptually in FIG. 3. To control the
boost converter, a current sensor 28 outputs a voltage v;,,
which is proportional to the input current i,,,. This voltage
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V,;, 1s input into an analog multiplier 26. The output voltage
V, is input into an error amplifier 24 whose reference input
is V,, and the output of error amplifier 24 is also input into
analog multiplier 26. The output of analog multiplier 26 is
a product which is proportional to i, by a given factor K.
This output is input into a pulse width modulator 22 to
generate Dy according to Equation (7).

The shortcoming of the conceptual implementation as
shown in FIG. 3 is the need for analog multiplier 26. This
shortcoming is overcome by the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates conceptually the basic configuration of
the control circuit according to the present invention. The
control circuit is based on a ramp signal generator made of
a capacitor C,,,,,, a dependent current source G,, and a
discharge switch S,,.. The present application uses the term
“ramp signal” to denote an electrical signal whose
magnitude, relative to some starting or baseline value, is
proportional to the time which has elapsed from some
starting time, and uses the term “ramp signal generator” to
denote a device or circuit which outputs a ramp signal.
Electrical signals usable as ramp signals include, but are not
limited to, analog voltage signals and analog current signals.
The output of a ramp signal generator must be periodically
returned to a given value to keep the ramp signal within
reasonable limits. Such as return to a given value is referred
to as a “reset,” and the present application uses the term
“ramp signal period” to denote the period between resets of
the ramp signal generator. A ramp signal is characterized by
a slope, which measures the change in the ramp signal per
unit time. The present application uses the term “dependent
ramp signal generator” to denote a ramp signal generator
which may be controlled in some manner according to an
external electrical signal, such that the ramp signal thereof
changes in some manner, such as by an alteration in the
slope of the ramp signal or the ramp signal period. A ramp
signal generator may be used in conjunction with a “thresh-
old detector,” which detects that the ramp signal has reached
a predetermined value. Threshold detectors are commonly
implemented with comparators. The control circuit accord-
ing to the present invention uses a threshold detector with a
ramp signal generator to precisely determine time periods. A
threshold detector compares the ramp signal to a specified
threshold, which may be determined according to an exter-
nal electrical signal. The control circuit according to the
present invention is illustrated conceptually in FIG. 4, and
utilizes a ramp signal generator 30 with a voltage output
having a zero volt starting value. The ramp signal output
from ramp signal generator 30 is compared to the threshold
by a threshold detector COMP, to determine the precise
time periods for the duty switch of the boost converter to be
in the different states of the duty cycle. In an embodiment,
the duty switch is put in the opened state at the beginning of
the ramp signal period, and when the ramp signal reaches the
threshold, the duty switch is put in the closed state for the
duration of the ramp signal period. By making the threshold
dependent on the input current and the slope of the ramp
signal dependent on the output voltage, the desired control
of the boost converter duty cycle is achieved.

The present application uses the term “dependent current
source” to denote a current source which outputs a current
whose magnitude may be controlled according to an external
electrical signal. In this case, the current output from depen-
dent current source G, is proportional to the deviation of the
output voltage V,, from some reference voltage V., which
is the desired output voltage. That is, I (Vo-V,.). The
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instantaneous voltage V,,,,, across capacitor C,,,,, is pro-
portional to the time integral of the current I ; driven through
capacitor C by dependent current source Gj:

ramp

1[14
CrampJ 41

so that if I, is a constant value, the voltage across
capacitor C,,,, will be proportional to time. That is, the
voltage across capacitor C will be a ramp whose
slope is proportional to I

11
Vramp(1) = th

ramp

VynplD) = (12)

Ig
Cramp

The starting time t=0 in Equation (12) is determined by
the opening of discharge switch S . The control circuit also
includes a comparator COMP; which is used as a pulse
width modulator. The output of comparator COMP; is fed to
the control terminal of duty switch S, of the boost converter
(FIG. 1). The starting point of the voltage ramp over the
period of a switching cycle (T,) is controlled by a clock 46
which produces sharp pulses that are used to discharge
capacitor C,,,, by closing discharge switch S . The present
application uses the term “clock™ to denote any device or
circuit which emits regular signals which are evenly sepa-
rated in time. As indicated in Equation (12), the slope
(SLOPE) of the voltage ramp is governed by the output
current I of dependent current source G,. Hence the slope
(SLOPE) will be:

Ic (13)

ramp

SLOPE =

As shown in FIG. 3, current sensor 28 outputs a voltage
proportional to the input current of the boost converter
(=K., 1;,.,)- This voltage is compared to the ramp voltage
at the input of comparator COMP, (FIG. 4) to get T, such
that:

Tppr SLOPE=v,, 14

Consequently:

v

iin (15)

TorF = ———
OfF = STOPE

Or:

Torr=Kiina (1 6)

where:

_ KiCromp (17

K
Ic

It is thus evident that the basic circuit of FIG. 4 imple-
ments the control rule of Equation (7) and thus causes the
input terminals of the boost converter (FIG. 1) to look
resistive. Furthermore, the implementation as shown in FIG.
4 will also automatically maintain a constant output voltage
as needed in many applications. This is accomplished by
making dependent current source G, (FIG. 4) a function of
the difference between a reference voltage V,., and the
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output voltage V_. Consequently, if there is a change in
output voltage V,, for example a decrease in V,, due to an
increase in load current, the magnitude I; will increase in
such a way as to make K smaller and hence 1, larger. This
is accomplished as follows:

FIG. 5 shows ramps corresponding to a case in which the
steady state conditions change. The initial input current i, ,
through inductor L,, (FIG. 1) is denoted as i,;, and is
translated by current sensor 28 (FIG. 3) into a voltage V, ;.
A ramp signal SLOPE1 (FIG. 5) represents a ramp signal up
to a maximum voltage V,;,.;. The modified input current i,,,
through inductor L, (FIG. 1) is denoted as i,,,,, and is
translated by current sensor 28 (FIG. 3) into a voltage V.
A ramp signal SLOPE2 (FIG. 5) represents a ramp signal up
to a maximum voltage V,,,,. The time t=0 is the start for
ramp signal SLOPE2 and ramp signal SLOPEL, and after a
period of Tg, the duty cycle ends. The initial steady state
duty cycle ratio was D . In the case illustrated in FIG. §,
a modification results from an increase in load current which
in turn results in a lower V. Dependent current source G,
(FIG. 4) reacts to this change and its output current I
increases. This causes the slope of the voltage across capaci-
tor C,,,, (FIG. 4) to increase from an initial value of
SLOPEL1 to a steeper value SLOPE2 (FIG. 5). As a result the
duty cycle closed time period will change from the initial
value of T, to a new larger value Tpp». As is known in the
art, this change from T, to Ty, Will increase the input
current. Eventually, the system will settle at a new operating
point with a higher input current (corresponding to v,;,,,) in
response to the higher power demand but with the same duty
cycle closed period (Tu), at the intersection of ramp signal
SLOPE2 with V.

An embodiment of the control circuit according to the
present invention is shown in FIG. 6. Here the current ijna
through inductor Lin is sensed by a resistor R and compared
to a voltage ramp output from a ramp signal generator 112.
Ramp signal generator 112 generates a voltage ramp across
a capacitor C,,,,,. The Slope of the voltage ramp is con-
trolled by a current mirror 110 composed of a transistor Q1
and a transistor Q2. Current mirror 110 is driven by the
output of a voltage error amplifier A,. The inputs into
voltage error amplifier A,, are a reference voltage V, . and
the output voltage V,, (directly or after division). A voltage
divider composed of a resistor R, and a resistor R; provides
the input to the current mirror, and this input is proportional
to the output voltage V,,. Transistor Q1 is forced to conduct
the same current as transistor Q2 by this arrangement, and
thus a current proportional to V-V, charges capacitor
C, mp- In this way, current mirror 110 implements a depen-
dent current source which charges capacitor C,,,,,, to create
a ramp voltage that is proportional to time. The period of the
voltage ramp, and hence the PWM converter duty cycle is
fixed by a clock 106 which outputs regular pulses to activate
a discharge switch S, which restarts the voltage ramp by
discharging capacitor C,,,,,. The present application uses
the term “discharge switch” to denote any device which can
be controlled to discharge a charge storage device. The
present application uses the term “charge storage device™ to
denote any device which stores electrical charge, including,
but not limited to capacitors and batteries. The output of
ramp signal generator 112 goes into a voltage divider
network composed of a resistor R, and a resistor R,. The
output from this voltage divider network is input into a
comparator COMP,, whose output is buffered by a driver 80
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to operate a duty switch S;. Duty switch S; provides the
pulse width modulation that shapes the current waveform to
achieve the desired results.

While the invention has been described with respect to a
limited number of embodiments, it will be appreciated that
many variations, modifications and other applications of the
invention may be made.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling the duty cycle of a duty switch
within a boost converter in order to regulate the input
impedance of the boost converter, the boost converter hav-
ing an output voltage and an input current, the method
comprising the steps of:

(a) providing a ramp signal having a slope determined by
the output voltage;

(b) putting the duty switch into a first state when said
ramp signal is reset;

(¢) providing a threshold determined by the input current;

(d) comparing said ramp signal to said threshold; and

(e) putting the duty switch into a second state when said
ramp signal reaches said threshold.

2. The method as in claim 1, wherein said ramp signal is
an electrical signal selected from the group consisting of an
analog voltage signal and an analog current signal.

3. The method as in claim 1, wherein said first state is an
opened state and wherein said second state is a closed state.

4. The method as in claim 1, wherein said first state is a
closed state and wherein said second state is an opened state.

5. A control circuit for controlling the duty cycle of a duty
switch within a boost converter in order to regulate the input
impedance of the boost converter, the duty switch assuming
one of a plurality of states, the boost converter having an
output voltage and an input current, the control circuit
comprising:

(a) a dependent ramp signal generator for generating a
ramp signal, wherein the slope of said ramp signal is
controlled by the output voltage;

(b) a mechanism for sensing the input current and out-
putting a threshold signal which is a function of the
input current;

(¢) a threshold detector for comparing said ramp signal to
said threshold signal; and

(d) a mechanism for controlling the state of the duty
switch according to said comparing.

6. The control circuit as in claim 5, wherein said depen-

dent ramp signal generator includes:

i) a dependent current source, having an output current
that is controlled by an external electrical signal;

ii) a charge storage device;

iii) a clock; and

iv) a discharge switch.

7. The control circuit as in claim 6, wherein said depen-
dent current source includes a current mirror.

8. The control circuit as in claim 6, wherein said charge
storage device includes at least one capacitor.

9. The control circuit as in claim 5, wherein said mecha-
nism for sensing the input current includes at least one
resistor.

10. The control circuit as in claim 5, wherein said thresh-
old detector includes at least one comparator.

#* #* #* #* #*
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