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geoiusly provides for a desirable cooking environment, 
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31 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 



U.S. Patent Sep. 26, 2006 Sheet 1 of3 US 7,112,764 B2 

Fig. 1b 



U.S. Patent Sep. 26, 2006 Sheet 2 6f 3 US 7,112,764 B2 

151 

”'___-.______ 
1' 5‘ 



U.S. Patent Sep. 26, 2006 Sheet 3 0f 3 US 7,112,764 B2 

Irv260 

201 

p200 é. 

Fig. 3 



US 7,112,764 B2 
1 

DISPOSABLE LINER FOR COOKWARE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present invention claims priority from US. Provi 
sional Patent Application 60/450,495 ?led Feb. 27, 2003. 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to the culinary 
arts, and more speci?cally, to a cooking liner for use With a 
crock pot having a single interior cooking chamber or like 
cooking devices. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

CookWare has existed for centuries in many different 
forms. Over time, cookWare has become more technologi 
cally sophisticated due to advances in material sciences. 
Some cookWare are even advertised to have special surfaces, 
or coatings on surfaces, Which prevent foodstuff from stick 
ing to the surface. While some cooking devices, such as 
crock pots, may include a non-stick surface in its interior 
cooking chamber, there are numerous existing crock pots 
Which do not. In these situations, While crock pots provide 
even or substantially uniform heat conduction throughout its 
interior chamber and require minimal electrical energy to 
operate, some food may burn or otherWise stick to the 
interior chamber Walls making it difficult to scrape off during 
cleaning Moreover, crock pots having a conventional 
ceramic or stoneWare interior cooking chamber are still 
being sold in the market today Which do not contain a 
non-stick surface. 
One of the most common types of containers used in the 

cooking arts in an cooking vessel (such as an oven) is the 
aluminum pan or like structure made from a sheet of 
aluminum foil. Such containers may be preformed into a 
speci?c shape, thus avoiding the labor required for assembly 
of a shaped article. Such containers, When traditionally used 
and sold, can be stacked easily since the shape of each 
container registers With shapes of adjacent containers. Thus, 
such containers are easy to manufacture, can be manufac 
tured Without much expense, and can easily be stored or 
discarded. The use of aluminum foil containers also have the 
advantage of being resistant to grease, oil, and Water While 
still permitting appropriate broWning of the foodstuff to be 
cooked. While aluminum foil containers are generally strong 
and tear-resistant, such containers typically cannot be used 
as a cooking container in microWave ovens, but are good 
cooking instruments When used in conventional ovens, 
barbeques and convection ovens. 
What is needed is a single compartment liner for sloW 

cooking units such as a crock pot that is disposable and 
Which does not interfere With the operation of the crock pot 
as it operates to cook food. Despite the existence of crock 
pot liners having other structures, a single compartment liner 
for cookWare is needed to provide a clean cooking environ 
ment, and Which is simple to manufacture, thereby alloWing 
a cook to prepare meals in the cookWare Without having the 
mess associated With such cooking. Such a liner requires 
simplicity for manufacturing high volumes of liners, and 
preferably should be readily disposable after use. 
US. Patent Application Publication No. US. 2002/ 

0038802 A1 discloses a dual compartment aluminum crock 
pot liner Which is suitable for use for simultaneously pre 
paring tWo or more distinct food items in a crock pot. While 
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2 
the multi-compartment crock pot liner has the advantage of 
cooking multiple food items at the same time, it also has the 
disadvantage of simultaneously mixing the ?avors of the 
multiple food items because the steam generated from each 
food being cooked Will be circulated Within the crock pot 
interior chamber, thereby intermixing the steam With the 
various foods being cooked. 

US. Pat. No. 6,457,601 B1 discloses a liner suitable for 
use With a Dutch oven. A Dutch oven is a heavy, cast iron 

cooking apparatus Which is subject to harsh cooking envi 
ronments. Such cast iron cooking instruments are placed 
directly in contact With a heat source (such as a ?re or 
charcoal briquettes) and are knoWn to provide unequal or 
uneven heat conduction When cooking, thereby leading to 
inconsistent cooking results. As such, the disclosed liner Will 
be likeWise subject to inconsistent heat conduction and 
burning of food. 
US. Pat. No. 6,313,446 B1 discloses a cooker system 

having a liner for crock pots. The liner is disclosed as having 
a ribbed exterior Wall With a question-mark shaped rim 
designed to hook on to the cooking system rim disclosed 
therein to provide a seal betWeen the liner and the cooking 
system lid. This disclosure has the signi?cant disadvantage 
of sealing the foodstuff being cooked Within the liner thereby 
preventing steam from escaping from the cooking unit and 
thereby resulting in the cooking system likely exploding due 
to a build-up of steam pressure Within the liner cooking 
compartment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a liner for use With crock pots 
having a single interior cooking chamber and uniform 
heating characteristics or like cooking devices. The cook 
Ware typically has a base With an inner chamber, the inner 
chamber designed to receive and transmit heat energy to 
foodstuff through, for example, a ceramic Wall. The Walls of 
the cookWare inner chamber may be designed in a number 
of con?gurations, such as cylindrical, oval or round. The 
present liner is formed of an energy conductive material, has 
an exterior surface and an interior surface and is formed to 
be insertable into, and removable from, the cookWare’s inner 
chamber Walls so that the liner’s exterior surface substan 
tially registers With and adjacent to the cookWare’s inner 
chamber Walls While alloWing steam to escape the crock pot. 

The present invention is a liner for single-chamber crock 
pots, the liner being preferably formed of a formable heat 
conducting material Which provides good heat conduction, 
good food broWning and is essentially impervious to grease, 
oil or Water penetration. In one embodiment, the present 
liner is formed of aluminum foil, Which is biodegradable and 
recyclable, thereby alloWing ease of use When cooking and 
ease of cleaning When ?nished. In another embodiment of 
the present invention, the liner can be coated With an 
appropriate non-stick coating (such as, for example, Te?on) 
to assist in the liner’s ability to create a non-stick food 
surface for cooking. 
The present invention is inexpensive, durable While cook 

ing and provides good heat transfer ef?ciency from the crock 
pot to the foodstuff being cooked, While at the same time 
eliminating the need for cleaning the crock pot interior 
chamber. The present invention also provides an inexpen 
sive solution to the problems associated With foodstuff 
sticking to cookWare surfaces. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Additional aspects of the present invention Will become 
evident upon reviewing the non-limiting embodiments 
described in the speci?cation and the claims taken in con 
junction With the accompanying ?gures. 

FIG. 1a is a side perspective vieW of an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 1b is a detailed side perspective vieW of the top 
portion of an exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tion, illustrating the optional liner lip; 

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary exploded vieW of the 
present invention When used in an circular-shaped crock pot; 
and 

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary exploded vieW of the 
present invention When used in an oval-shaped crock pot. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY 
EMBODIMENTS 

Systems and methods in accordance With various aspects 
of the present invention provide a novel single compartment 
liner for use in a sloW cooking unit such as a crock pot. 
As seen in FIG. 1a, the present invention is a cooking 

liner 30 for use in a sloW cook device such as a crock pot or 
like cookWare. The liner 30 preferably has a single cooking 
chamber Within an interior Wall and a bottom surface 31, the 
liner 31 comprising a conductive unitary main body portion 
integrally formed With an optional ?ange 37, the main body 
portion of the liner 30 shaped to substantially register With 
the crock pot’s interior Wall surfaces. 
As illustrated in FIGS. lai2, the present invention liner 

30 is formed by conventional forming methods to have a 
depth of substantially the same or slightly less than the 
interior depth of the crock pot’s 100 single interior chamber 
103, and to have a substantially ?at or curved bottom surface 
that merges smoothly With the all surfaces of the crock pot 
interior Wall 103 so that the overall liner 30 structure 
registers substantially With the interior chamber of the crock 
pot. The liner’s side Walls 31 is preferably formed to lie in 
a plane substantially coincident With the plane of the interior 
inner crock-pot Walls 101 so that the liner 30 conforms 
substantially to the con?guration of the interior cooking 
surface of the crock pot 100. 

In one embodiment as seen in FIG. 1b, the liner top rim 
35 may be formed With a ?ange 37 or may be capable of 
receiving an optional ?ange 37 Which is adapted to alloW 
steam to escape from the cooking unit, thereby alloWing the 
unit to operate as intended. In one con?guration, the ?ange 
37 may contain a plurality of ribs such as those found on a 
traditional pie plate. In another con?guration, ?ange 37 may 
be simply formed into a roll. The ?ange 37 or like apparatus 
is adapted to sit upon the upper portion of the crock pot and 
to assist the chef to easily insert the liner into, and remove 
the liner from, the crock pot interior chamber. Similar to the 
overall design of the liner, the liner rim 35 Will also lie in 
plane substantially symmetrical to the rim of the crock pot, 
but having a thickness that cooperates With and does not 
interfere With the operation of the crock pot lid. As those of 
skill in the art Will noW appreciate, the ?ange 37 may be 
formed With at least one gap or hole to assist in the release 
of steam from the cooking unit. 

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary exploded vieW of the 
present invention When used in an circular-shaped crock pot 
100. Prior to cooking, liner 130 is placed Within the inter 
single cooking chamber of crock pot 100 so that it registers 
With interior Walls 101. Foodstuff can then be placed inside 
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4 
the interior chamber 131 of liner 130, and cooking com 
menced When lid 160 is then placed upon the crock pot 100. 
Optional ?ange 137 may be formed on liner 130. 

LikeWise, FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary exploded vieW 
of the present invention When used in an oval-shaped crock 
pot 200. Prior to cooking, liner 230 is placed Within the inter 
single cooking chamber of crock pot 200 so that it registers 
With interior Walls 201. Foodstuff can then be placed inside 
the interior chamber 231 of liner 230, and cooking com 
menced When lid 260 is then placed upon the crock pot 200. 
Again, optional ?ange 237 may be formed on liner 230. 

While not illustrated, those of skill in the art Will come to 
realiZe that the present liner invention can also incorporate 
at least one prede?ned message Which is imprinted thereon 
for marketing purposes. 
A signi?cant advantage of the present invention is the 

ability to substantially eliminate the cleaning associated With 
crock pot use. During conventional crock pot usage, food is 
sloW cooked over time Without much attention given to the 
crock pot by the chef, thereby resulting in foodstuff sticking 
to the interior chamber Walls of the crock pot. With the 
present invention, after the food is cooked, the chef can 
easily discard the liner. There is no need to clean the liner, 
as a neW liner can be utiliZed the next time the crock pot is 
used. The present invention preferably is formed from a 
tear-resistant material Which substantially eliminates tears, 
spills and leaks from occurring. 
Embodiments of the present invention can be formed into 

stackable trays or containers or like shaped articles for use 
in single container crock pots. The present invention is 
preferably formed of material Which is resistant to oil, Water 
moisture, grease and foodstu?, yet, alloW su?icient conduc 
tion of energy (such as, for example, heat energy) to be 
transferred through its structure Walls. In another embodi 
ment, the present invention Will be designed to alloW mul 
tiple uses, if necessary. 
The present invention has the advantage that it is easily 

disposable, easily recyclable and biodegradable. Moreover, 
due to the tensile strength characteristics of metal foil (such 
as aluminum, tin, titanium, bronZe, brass, copper or any 
combination thereof), the present invention can readily be 
shaped to form a food container Which registers With the 
variety of different shaped single-compartment crock pots 
available on the market today. 

Other variations and modi?cations of the present inven 
tion Will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art, and 
it is the intent of the appended claims that such variations 
and modi?cations be covered. The particular values and 
con?gurations discussed above can be varied, are cited to 
illustrate representative embodiments of the present inven 
tion and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A liner for crock pots having an interior cooking 

chamber With an inner chamber de?ned by at least one 
ceramic Wall surface With an upper perimeter lip, the liner 
comprising an energy conductive material having an exterior 
surface and an interior surface, the liner being formed to be 
insertable into, and removable from, the crock pot’s inner 
chamber so that the liner’s exterior surface substantially 
registers With and is adjacent to the cookWare’s inner 
chamber While not interfering With the operation of the 
crock pot, the liner further having a top rim and an integrally 
formed ?ange coupled to the top rim and With at least one 
gap, the at least one gap adapted to alloW steam to escape 
from the crock pot When in operation and not adapted to 
form ?t the upper perimeter lip. 
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2. The liner of claim 1, the liner’s top rim formed to lie 
in a plane substantially symmetrical to a top rim of the crock 
pot, the liner top rim having a thickness Which cooperates 
With and prevents interference With the operation of the 
crock pot. 

3. The liner of claim 1, the conductive liner being formed 
from aluminum foil. 

4. A liner for sloW cooking cookWare having an interior 
cooking chamber With at least one Wall surface With an 
upper perimeter lip, the liner comprising an energy conduc 
tive unitary main body having an interior surface and an 
exterior surface a top rim and an integrally formed ?ange 
With at least one gap, the liner being formed so that the 
liner’s exterior surface substantially registers With and is 
adjacent to the cookWare’s interior chamber Walls, the 
conductive sheet formed to prevent interfering With the 
operation of the cookWare as the cookWare operates, the gap 
adapted to alloW steam to escape from the interior surface 
When the sloW cookWare is in operation and not adapted to 
form ?t the upper perimeter lip. 

5. The liner of claim 4, the liner having a depth of 
substantially the same or approximately less than an interior 
depth of the sloW cooking cookWare’s interior cooking 
chamber. 

6. The liner of claim 4, the liner having a substantially ?at 
or slightly curved bottom surface Which substantially reg 
isters With a bottom surface of the sloW cooking cookWare’s 
interior cooking chamber. 

7. The liner of claim 4, the liner further having at least one 
side Wall de?ning the main body, the side Wall formed to lie 
in a plane substantially coincident of the sloW cookWare’s 
interior cooking chamber. 

8. The liner of claim 5, the liner’s top rim formed to lie 
in a plane substantially symmetrical to a top rim of the sloW 
cookWare, the top rim having a thickness Which cooperates 
With and prevents interference With the operation of the sloW 
cookWare. 

9. The liner of claim 5, the ?ange being formed into a 
plurality of ribs. 

10. The liner of claim 5, the ?ange being formed into a 
roll. 

11. The liner of claim 4, the conductive liner being formed 
from aluminum foil. 

12. The liner of claim 4, the conductive liner being formed 
from at least one of aluminum foil, copper foil, bronZe foil, 
tin foil, titanium foil and brass foil. 

13. The liner of claim 4, at least some portions of the 
conductive sheet imprinted With a prede?ned message. 

14. The liner of claim 4, the sloW cooking cookWare being 
an oval-shaped crock pot, the liner being adapted for place 
ment Within the oval-shaped crock pot so that its exterior 
Walls register With the interior chamber of the crock pot. 

15. The liner of claim 4, the sloW cooking cookWare being 
an circular-shaped crock pot, the liner being adapted for 
placement Within the circular-shaped crock pot so that its 
exterior Walls register With the interior chamber of the crock 
pot. 

16. A crock pot liner, the liner comprising an energy 
conductive material having an exterior surface and an inte 
rior surface, the liner being formed to be insertable into, and 
removable from, an inner cooking chamber of the crock pot 
so that the liner’s exterior surface substantially registers With 
and is adjacent to the crock pot’s inner cooking chamber 
While not interfering With the operation of the crock pot, the 
liner having a depth of substantially the same or approxi 
mately less than an interior depth of the crock pot’s interior 
cooking chamber, and further having a substantially ?at or 
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6 
slightly curved bottom surface Which substantially registers 
With a bottom surface of the crock pot’s interior cooking 
chamber, the liner further comprising an integrally formed, 
rollable top rim adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of 
the crock pot, alloW steam to escape from the interior surface 
When the crock pot is in operation. 

17. A crock pot liner, the liner comprising an unitary 
exterior surface and an interior surface formed of an energy 
conductive material, the liner being insertable into, and 
removable from, an inner cooking chamber of the crock pot 
so that the liner’ s exterior surface substantially registers With 
and is adjacent to an interior surface of the crock pot, the 
liner further comprising a rollable top rim, the liner interior 
surface further adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of 
the crock pot receive and retain foodstuff. 

18. The liner of claim 17, the top rim being adapted to 
alloW steam to escape from the crock pot When in operation. 

19. The liner of claim 17, the liner further comprising a 
substantially ?at or slightly curved bottom surface Which 
substantially registers With a bottom surface of the sloW 
cooking cookWare’s interior cooking chamber. 

20. The liner of claim 18, the liner further having an 
interior surface depth of substantially the same or approxi 
mately less than an interior depth of the sloW cooking 
cookWare’s interior cooking chamber. 

21. A liner for a sloW cook device having an interior 
cooking chamber With an inner chamber de?ned by at least 
one Wall surface With an upper perimeter lip, the liner 
comprising a non-aluminum thermally conductive unitary 
body having an exterior surface and an interior surface, the 
interior surface de?ning a single cooking compartment 
adapted to receive foodstuff, the liner being insertable into, 
and removable from, the sloW cook device’s inner chamber 
so that the liner’s exterior surface is adjacent to the device’s 
inner chamber, the liner further having a top rim and an 
integrally formed ?ange With at least one gap adapted to sit 
upon an upper portion of the device to alloW steam to escape 
from the device When in operation and not adapted to form 
?t the upper perimeter lip. 

22. The liner of claim 21, the liner’s top portion having a 
thickness Which cooperates With and prevents interference 
With the operation of the crock pot. 

23. The liner of claim 21, the liner having an interior 
surface coated With a non-stick material. 

24. The liner of claim 21 the liner having a bottom surface 
Which substantially registers With, and is coincident to, a 
bottom surface of the sloW cooking cookWare’s interior 
cooking chamber. 

25. The liner of claim 21, the liner’s top portion being 
rollable. 

26. A disposable sloW cook unit liner, the sloW cook unit 
having an interior cooking chamber With an inner chamber 
de?ned by at least one continuous Wall surface With an upper 
perimeter lip, the liner comprising a non-aluminum body 
having an exterior surface and an interior surface, the 
interior surface de?ning a single cooking compartment, the 
liner being insertable into, and removable from, the sloW 
cook device’s inner chamber so that the liner’s exterior 
surface substantially registers With and is adjacent to the 
unit’s interior cooking chamber, the liner further having a 
top rim and an integrally formed ?ange With at least one gap 
adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of the device and 
to alloW steam to escape from the device When in operation 
and not adapted to form ?t the upper perimether lip device 
When in operation. 
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27. The liner of claim 26, the liner’s top portion having a 
thickness Which cooperates With and prevents interference 
With the operation of the crock pot. 

28. The liner of claim 26, the liner having a depth of 
substantially the same or approximately less than an interior 5 
depth of the sloW cooking cookWare’s interior cooking 
chamber. 

29. The liner of claim 26, the liner having a bottom 
surface Which substantially registers With, and is coincident 

8 
to, a bottom surface of the sloW cooking cookWare’s interior 
cooking chamber. 

30. The liner of claim 26, the liner’s top portion being 
rollable. 

31. The liner of claim 26, the liner’s interior surface being 
coated With a non-stick material. 
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desirable cooking environment, alloWs easy removal of food 
from the crock pot and provides simpli?ed cleaning of the 
crock pot. 
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EX PARTE 
REEXAMINATION CERTIFICATE 

ISSUED UNDER 35 U.S.C. 307 
THE PATENT IS HEREBY AMENDED AS 

INDICATED BELOW. 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appeared in the 
patent, but has been deleted and is no longer a part of the 
patent; matter printed in italics indicates additions made 
to the patent. 

AS A RESULT OF REEXAMINATION, IT HAS BEEN 
DETERMINED THAT: 

Claims 1, 4, 13, 16*22, 24 and 26*29 are determined to be 
patentable as amended. 

Claims 2, 3, 5*12, 14, 15, 23, 25, 30 and 31, dependent on 
an amended claim, are determined to be patentable. 

New claims 32*39 are added and determined to be patent 
able. 

1. A liner for crock pots having an interior cooking cham 
ber with an inner chamber de?ned by at least one ceramic 
wall surface with an upper perimeter lip, the liner compris 
ing an energy conductive material having an exterior surface 
and an interior surface, the liner being formed to be insert 
able into, and removable from, the crock pot’s inner cham 
ber so that the liner’s exterior surface substantially registers 
with and is adjacent to the cookware’s inner chamber while 
not interfering with the operation of the crock pot, the line 
further having a top rim and an integrally formed ?ange 
coupled to the top rim and with at least one gap, the at least 
one gap adapted to allow steam to escape from [the crock 
pot] foodstuyf within the liner’s interior surface when the 
crock pot is in operation and the at least one gap not adapted 
to form ?t the upper perimeter lip. 

4. A liner for slow cooking cookware having an interior 
cooking chamber with at least one wall surface with an 
upper perimeter lip, the liner comprising an energy conduc 
tive unitary main body having an interior surface and an 
exterior surface a top rim and an integrally formed ?ange 
with at least one gap, the liner being formed so that the 
liner’s exterior surface substantially registers with and is 
adjacent to the cookware’s interior chamber walls, the con 
ductive [sheet] body formed to prevent interfering with the 
operation of the cookware as the cookware operates, the gap 
adapted to allow steam to escape from the interior surface 
when the slow cookware is in operation and not adapted to 
form ?t the upper perimeter lip. 

13. The liner of claim 4, at least some portions of the 
conductive [sheet] body imprinted with a prede?ned mes 
sage. 

16. A crock pot liner, the liner comprising an energy con 
ductive material having an exterior surface and an interior 
surface, the liner being formed to be insertable into, and 
removable from, an inner cooking chamber of the crock pot 
so that the liner’ s exterior surface substantially registers with 
and is adjacent to the crock pot’s inner cooking chamber 
while not interfering with the operation of the crock pot, the 
liner having a depth of substantially the same or approxi 
mately less than an interior depth of the crock pot’s interior 
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2 
cooking chamber, and further having a substantially ?at or 
slightly curved bottom surface which substantially registers 
with a bottom surface of the crock pot’s interior cooking 
chamber, the liner further comprising an integrally formed, 
rollable top rim adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of 
the crock pot, to allow steam to escape from the interior 
surface when the crock pot is in operation. 

17. A crock pot liner, the liner comprising an unitary exte 
rior surface and an interior surface formed of a durable 
energy conductive material, the liner having an interior 
chamber defined by the liner’s interior surface the liner 
being insertable into, and removable from, an inner cooking 
chamber of the crock pot so that the liner’s exterior surface 
substantially registers with and is adjacent to an interior sur 
face of the crock pot, the liner further comprising a rollable 
top rim having an integrallyformed?ange with at least one 
gap, the gap adapted to allow steam to escape from the 
liner’s interior chamber when the crockpot is in operation 
and not adapted to form fit an upper perimeter lip of the 
crock pot, the liner interior surface further adapted to sit 
upon the upper perimeter lip of the crock pot [received 
and retain foodstuff]. 

18. The liner of claim 17, [the top rim being adapted to 
allow steam to escape from the crock pot when in operation] 
the liner’s interior surface adapted to receive and retain 
foodstuyf within the interior chamber without tearing and 
without foodstuf spillage into the interior surface of the 
crockpot while the crockpot is in operation. 

19. The liner of claim 17, the liner further comprising a 
substantially ?at or slightly curved bottom surface which 
substantially registers with a bottom surface of the [slow 
cooking cookware’s] crock pot’s interior cooking chamber. 

20. The liner of claim 18, the liner further having an inte 
rior surface depth of substantially the same or approximately 
less than an interior depth of the [slow cooking cookware’s] 
crock pot’s interior cooking chamber. 

21. A liner for a slow cook device having an interior cook 
ing chamber with an inner chamber de?ned by at least one 
wall surface with an upper perimeter lip, the liner compris 
ing a durable, non-aluminum thermally conductive unitary 
body having an exterior surface and an interior surface, the 
interior surface de?ning surface de?ning a single cooking 
compartment adapted to receive and retain foodstuff without 
spillage while the slow cook device operates, the liner being 
insertable into, and removable from, the slow cook device’s 
inner chamber so that the liner’s exterior surface is adjacent 
to the device’s inner chamber, the liner further having a top 
rim and an integrally formed ?ange with at least one gap 
adapted to sit upon an upper portion of the device to allow 
steam to escape from [the device] foodstuyfwithin the liner 
when the slow cook device is in operation [and] , the at least 
one gap not being adapted to form ?t the upper perimeter lip. 

22. The liner of claim 21, the liner’s top portion having a 
thickness which cooperates with and prevents interference 
with the operation of the [crock pot] slow cook device. 

24. The liner of claim 21 the liner having a bottom surface 
which substantially registers with, and is coincident to, a 
bottom surface of the slow [cooking cookware’s] cook 
device's interior cooking chamber. 

26. A disposable slow cook unit liner, the slow cook unit 
having an interior cooking chamber with an inner chamber 
de?ned by at least one continuous wall surface with an upper 



US 7,112,764 Cl 
3 

perimeter lip, the liner comprising a non-aluminum body 
having an exterior surface and an interior surface, the inte 
rior surface de?ning a single cooking compartment, the liner 
being insertable into, and removable from, the sloW cook 
[device’s] unit's inner chamber so that the liner’s exterior 
surface substantially registers With and is adjacent to the 
unit’s interior cooking chamber, the liner further having a 
top rim and an integrally formed ?ange With at least on gap 
adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of the [device] unit 
and to alloW steam to escape from the [device] liner When 
the unit is in operation and the at least one gap is not adapted 
to form ?t the upper perimeter lip device When the unit is in 
operation. 

27. The liner of claim 26, the liner’s top portion having a 
thickness Which cooperates With and prevents interference 
With the operation of the unit [crock pot]. 

28. The liner of claim 26, the liner having a depth of 
substantially the same or approximately less than an interior 
depth of the [sloW cooking cookWare’s] unit's interior cook 
ing chamber. 

29. The liner of claim 26, the liner having a bottom sur 
face Which substantially registers With, and is coincident to, 
a bottom surface of the [sloW cooking cookWare’s] unit's 
interior cooking chamber. 

32. A crock pot liner, the liner comprising a durable 
energy conductive material having an exterior surface and 
an interior surface, the liner being unitarily formable for 
insertion into and completely removable from an inner 
single cooking chamber ofthe crockpot so that the liner’s 
exterior surface substantially registers with and its adjacent 
to the crockpot's single inner cooking chamber while coop 
erating with and not interfering with the operation of the 
crockpot, the liner having a depth ofsubstantially the same 
or approximately less than an interior depth of the crock 
pot's single interior cooking chamber, andfurther having a 
bottom surface which substantially registers with or is adja 
cent to a bottom surface ofthe crockpot's interior cooking 
chamber, the liner further comprising an integrally formed 
top rim adapted to sit upon an upper perimeter lip of the 
crock pot, the top rim further including at least one gap 
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adapted to allow steam to escape from foodstujf within the 
liner’s interior surface when the crock pot is in operation. 

33. The liner ofclaim 32, the liner’s top rimfromed to lie 
in a plane substantially symmetrical to and outside of the 
upper perimeter lip of the crock pot, the top rim having a 
thickness which prevents interference with the operation of 
the crock pot. 

34. The liner ofclaim 33, wherein each gap is not adapted 
to form fit the crock pot's upper perimeter lip. 

35. The liner of claim 34, the liner’s interior surface 
adapted to receive and retain foodstuf without tearing while 
the crock pot is in operation. 

36. The liner ofclaim 35, at least someportion ofthe liner 
being imprinted with a predefined message. 

37. A liner ofa slow cooker having a single interior cook 
ing chamber defined by at least one ceramic wall surface 
with an upper perimeter lip, the liner comprising a tear 
resistant, durable energy coductive body having an exterior 
surface and an interior surface, the liner’s interior surface 
adapted to receive and retain foodstuf without tearing while 
the slow cooker is in operation, the liner being unitarily 
insertable into and unitarily removablefrom the slow cook 
er's inner chamber, the liner further comprising an inte 
grally formed top rim adapted to sit upon the slow cooker's 
upper perimeter lip, the top rim further having at least one 
gap adapted to allow steam to escape from the fOOdSZI/I? 
when the slow cooker is in operation. 

38. The liner ofclaim 37, the liner’s top rimformed to lie 
in a plane substantially symmetrical to and outside of the 
upper perimeter lip of the slow cooker 

39. The liner ofclaim 38, the top rimfurther comprising 
an integrally formed?ange with at least one gap, the gap 
being not adapted to form fit the slow cooker's upper perim 
eter lip. 


