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INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
application Ser. No. 60/558,720, ?led Apr. 1, 2004, entitled 
“INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM”, the 
contents of Which are hereby incorporated herein by refer 
ence in its entirety. 

FIELD 

[0002] This application relates to transportation commu 
nication systems. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] In 2001 the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) allocated a 75 MHZ Radio Frequency (RF) spectrum 
to support Dedicated Short Range Communications 
(DSRC). DSRC is an IEEE standardiZed protocol that pro 
vides national interoperability for Wireless communications 
to and from vehicles. DSRC also includes broadband con 
nectivity With the Internet. Thus, development for the infra 
structure needed to support Wireless inter-vehicle commu 
nications has been in place for several years. 

[0004] Further, as is Well knoWn, almost all vehicles 
manufactured since the 1980s have contained one or more 
microprocessors connected by a communications bus. These 
microprocessors can communicate With each other and can 
also provide output to, and accept input from, external 
sources. Various vehicle components and systems, such as 
the engine, brakes, transmission, emissions control system, 
and the like in land vehicles may have associated micro 
processors for reporting on and/or controlling the compo 
nent or system. For example, most automobiles and trucks 
manufactured today contain microprocessors communicat 
ing on a bus using CAN (controller area network) commu 
nications, as is Well knoWn. 

[0005] Although information has been used to improve 
ef?ciency of a single vehicle, information has not been used 
to improve driving patterns and routes for an entire trans 
portation system. Existing systems do not Warn vehicles 
directly of haZards on the road, such as ice, snoW, rain, oil, 
etc. Further, vehicles do not Warn each other of knoWn 
haZards or road conditions. Systems also don’t exist that 
provide Wide area Warnings to vehicles of environmental 
disasters such as chemical spills, ?res, or ?oods. Further, 
although some short range systems exist to expedite emer 
gency vehicles, such systems do not Warn surrounding 
vehicles of the emergency vehicle’s need to progress. 
Rather, existing signaling devices may transmit infrared 
signals to street lights attempting to coerce a green light for 
the emergency vehicle, but disadvantageously fail to com 
municate directly With vehicles in an emergency vehicle’s 
path. 

[0006] Further, present communications systems are inef 
?cient because they do not limit messages to vehicles Within 
de?ned regions of interest, but rather alloW such messages 
to be transmitted even to vehicles and other receivers for 
Which the message is of no value. That is, present systems 
simply respond When they transmit and receive a message, 
rather than making a determination based upon the relative 
positions and/or directions of a message sender and a 
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message receiver. A system that transmitted Warning and 
other messages to vehicles for Which such messages Would 
be of value—and only to such vehicles—Would thus present 
signi?cant advantages over present systems. 

[0007] Accordingly, a system is desired for cooperative 
communication betWeen vehicles or land-based stations to 
facilitate a safe and efficient transportation system. Such a 
system Would advantageously provide for haZard detection 
and Warning, emergency vehicle prioritiZation, and direc 
tional messaging control, including providing for ef?cient 
long distance communication using intelligent repeaters. 

SUMMARY 

[0008] A node for communications in a transportation 
netWork comprises a processor, a memory, a communication 
device, and a set of instructions executable by the processor 
for: extracting information from a ?rst message, making a 
?rst determination based at least in part on the information; 
and making a second determination as to Whether a second 
message should be sent based on the ?rst determination. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1 illustrates an Intelligent Transportation Sys 
tem (ITS), according to an embodiment; 

[0010] FIG. 2 illustrates an ITS message transmitted 
betWeen tWo ITS nodes, according to an embodiment; 

[0011] FIG. 3 illustrates an En-route Navigation and Situ 
ation AWareness Module (ENSAM) according to an embodi 
ment; 

[0012] FIG. 4 illustrates an ENSAM of FIG. 1 issuing a 
drive by Wire instruction and a display Warning instruction 
to a vehicle, according to an embodiment; 

[0013] FIG. 5 illustrates detection of a road haZard, and 
broadcast of a Wireless Warning to other vehicles, according 
to an embodiment; 

[0014] FIG. 6A illustrates an emergency vehicle requiring 
a clear lane of traf?c that is hindered by blocking vehicles, 
according to an embodiment; 

[0015] FIG. 6B illustrates the results of a Warning being 
received by blocking vehicles, according to an embodiment; 

[0016] FIG. 7 illustrates a diagram of processor after 
receiving an ITS message to determine if the ITS message 
should be processed, according to an embodiment; 

[0017] FIG. 8 illustrates a diagram for determining the 
signi?cance of an event, according to an embodiment; 

[0018] FIG. 9 illustrates a diagram for determining the 
proper course of action for a signi?cant event, according to 
an embodiment; 

[0019] FIG. 10 illustrates an ITS message location packet 
based on a common map scheme, according to an embodi 

ment; 

[0020] FIG. 11 illustrates an ITS message precision 
packet for determining the accuracy of the position infor 
mation in an ITS message transmission, according to an 
embodiment; 
[0021] FIG. 12 illustrates ITS message retransmission 
Within an expiration time, according to an embodiment; 
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[0022] FIG. 13 illustrates an ITS message packet contain 
ing scope information, according to an embodiment; 

[0023] FIG. 14 illustrates the decision process When 
receiving a directional message of the ITS, according to an 
embodiment; 

[0024] FIG. 15 illustrates a range limit applied to the ITS 
message, according to an embodiment; 

[0025] FIG. 16 illustrates an ITS action packet containing 
information ultimately for use by an ITS node, according to 
an embodiment; 

[0026] FIG. 17 illustrates an ITS using overlapping map 
sectors With common mapping to determine location, 
according to an embodiment; 

[0027] FIG. 18 illustrates selection of a map sector, 
according to an embodiment; 

[0028] FIG. 19 illustrates sWitching from a current map 
sector to a neW map sector based upon boundaries, accord 

ing to an embodiment; 

[0029] FIG. 20 illustrates route checking of sectors using 
overlapping region to cross-check routes and positions, 
according to an embodiment; 

[0030] FIG. 21 illustrates the directional messaging capa 
bility of an ITS, according to an embodiment; 

[0031] FIG. 22 illustrates the directional relay capability 
of ITS Within map sectors; 

[0032] FIG. 23 illustrates a dynamic virtual avoidance 
marker of an embodiment; and 

[0033] FIG. 24 is a chart illustrating ITS message density 
at distances approaching an event and distances past an 
event. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0034] Introduction 

[0035] Disclosed herein is an improvement to present 
technology that uses DSRC to enable direct communications 
betWeen vehicles, thus providing safer and more ef?cient 
transportation and traffic ?oW. HoWever, the embodiments 
disclosed herein do not require DSRC technology for imple 
mentation. 

[0036] FIG. 1 illustrates an Intelligent Transportation Sys 
tem 10 (ITS) according to an embodiment. ITS 10 may 
comprise nodes 32 on a Wide range of components, includ 
ing automobiles 12, 14, a stationary traffic control 16, a long 
haul truck 18, a trailer 20, a train 22, a stationary Wide area 
node 24, a boat 26, an aircraft 28, and a satellite 30. Vehicles 
are de?ned herein as any device that is not permanently ?xed 
in three dimensions. As shoWn in FIG. 1, a node 32 is 
connected to a transmitter 34. In general, nodes 32 may be 
installed in any vehicle, or placed in more or less any 
location. It is to be understood that node 32 may be 
permanently installed in a vehicle or location, or may be 
removable and installable in other vehicles or locations. 
Further, nodes 32 may comprise pre-existing devices, such 
as handheld, laptop, or other portable computers, or other 
processing devices and/or Wireless devices included Within 
a vehicle. 
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[0037] Each node 32 of ITS 10 is designed to communi 
cate With other nodes 32 such that traf?c How and safety can 
be improved. For example, stationary traf?c control 16 node 
32 could provide information to automobile 12, 14 node 32 
to reduce speed because ice is detected at an intersection. 
Further, stationary Wide area node 24 could send messages 
to a large geographic region concerning the Weather, a 
vehicle accident affecting traf?c through a Wide area, etc. 
Although the present application discusses mainly surface 
transportation, it is to be understood that it is possible to 
have ITS 10 nodes 32 on aircraft 28, boats 26, and satellites 
30. 

[0038] FIG. 2 illustrates a message 38 transmitted 
betWeen tWo nodes 32 according to an embodiment. 
Because nodes 32 are netWorked, communication betWeen 
nodes 32 is at the heart of the ITS 10. A ?rst ITS node 32a, 
including an En-route Navigation and Situation AWareness 
Module (ENSAM) 100 and an RF transceiver and Data Link 
110, eg a communication device, transmits message 38 to 
a second ITS node 32b. Message 38 is a radio frequency 
(RF) message encoded With information. Portions of mes 
sage 38, such as a ?rst packet 44 and a second packet 46, 
may describe details concerning the transmitting node 32a, 
the nature of message 38, and the direction message 38 is 
intended to travel, etc. Examples of message 38 structure 
and contents are provided and explained in detail beloW With 
respect to FIGS. 10-16. 

[0039] Many types of message 38 content and formatting 
may be used With ITS 10. Embodiments are possible in 
Which message 38 formats are other than those described 
herein. Moreover, message 38 may have a variable message 
structure that alloWs for message 38 to change content and 
structure, or be arbitrary in nature. Packets 44, 46, described 
in more detail beloW With respect to FIGS. 7-16, are 
transmitted by RF transceiver and Data Link 110, and may 
include some or all of the folloWing, but are not limited to: 

[0040] Unique identi?cation code—a unique num 
ber, analogous to an Internet Protocol (IP) address on 
a computer netWork, Which identi?es a device as an 
entity operating Within ITS 10. 

[0041] Classi?cation codes—identify at a primary 
level Whether, for example, a vehicle is a ground, 
rail, marine, or air vehicle. At a secondary level, 
classi?cation codes identify the sub-category, such 
as a vehicle use, e.g., passenger transport, utility 
(e.g., electric company, garbage truck, etc.), emer 
gency vehicle, laW enforcement, mass transit, mate 
rials handling/construction, freight and cargo. At a 
tertiary level, other information, such as the identity 
of cargo (e.g., explosive) or vehicle type or function 
(e.g., snoW ploW) may be given. 

[0042] Dynamics data, including: 
[0043] Precise location (i.e., latitude and longi 

tude); 
[0044] Location identi?ed by map routes (i.e., 

roads, intersections, etc.); 
[0045] Inertial Measurement Data (tri-axial accel 

eration, angular rate); 
[0046] Speed and trajectory (calculated from iner 

tial data) in the case of vehicles; 
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[0047] Weight in the case of embodiments utilizing 
vehicles; 

[0048] Dimensions (length, Width, and height); 

[0049] Health (i.e., operational status); 

[0050] Status (e.g., normal, in distress, emergency, 
etc.). 

[0051] It should be understood that ITS 10 is a netWork, 
and that vehicles participating in ITS 10 are essentially 
nodes 32 on the netWork. That is, vehicles 12, 14, 18, etc. 
communicate With each other through other netWork nodes 
32, i.e., through other vehicles 12, 14, 18, etc. HoWever, 
stationary structures 16, 24 may also comprise netWork 
nodes 32 as is discussed beloW. Accordingly, ITS 10 netWork 
nodes 32 generally comprise repeaters that relay signals to 
and from other netWork nodes 32. Generally, RF transceiver 
and Data Link 110 transmits omni-directional packets 44, 
46, etc., although broadcasts of packets 44, 46, etc. With 
speci?c directionality are possible, and are sometimes desir 
able. When it is desirable to broadcast packet 44, 46, etc. to 
a speci?c, knoWn destination, or in a speci?c direction, a 
direction vector can be described betWeen the sending and 
receiving points, and information relating to the direction 
vector can be included in the broadcast packet 44, 46, etc. 
When a broadcast reaches a repeater, i.e., another netWork 
node 32, packet 44, 46, etc. is rebroadcast only When the 
repeater lies betWeen the point of origin of packet 44, 46, etc. 
and its destination. Examples of directional communication 
are provided and discussed in detail With respect to FIGS. 
13-15, 22. 

[0052] FIG. 3 illustrates En-route Navigation and Situa 
tion AWareness Module (ENSAM) 100 according to an 
embodiment. ENSAM 100 is a collection of components, in 
some embodiments included on an electronic card, that 
resides on board a vehicle. In some embodiments, the 
vehicle is an automobile 12 or 14, While in other embodi 
ments the vehicle could be a truck 18, boat 26, aircraft 28, 
heavy equipment, train, etc. As mentioned above, embodi 
ments described herein generally pertain to land vehicles, 
but it is to be understood that the claimed invention may also 
be practiced in all types of vehicles in addition to all types 
of land vehicles. 

[0053] According to an embodiment, ENSAM 100 
includes the folloWing components: a Satellite Navigation 
Receiver 102, an Inertial Measurement Unit 104, eg posi 
tion sensors, a processor 106 With a memory 108, RF 
transceiver and Data Link 110, a Vehicle Network 112, and 
a poWer supply 114. RF transceiver and Data Link 110 sends 
and receives signals to and from a Remote Satellite Antenna 
116 and a Remote RF Antenna 118. 

[0054] Satellite Navigation Receiver 102 is generally a 
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) receiver or 
some similar receiver knoWn to those skilled in the art. 
Satellite Navigation Receiver 102 generally utiliZes knoWn 
satellite navigation technologies such as a Wide Area Aug 
mentation System (WAAS) or similar technologies such as 
the Global Positioning System (GPS). 

[0055] Inertial Measurement Unit 104, knoWn by those 
skilled in the art, provides high resolution situational aWare 
ness of a vehicle’s acceleration and angular velocity through 
the use of dual tri-axial integrated accelerometers and angu 
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lar rate measurement units. Accordingly, it is understood that 
inertial measurement unit 104 provides inertial data in Six 
Degrees of Freedom. 

[0056] Inertial measurement unit 104 can be used to 
augment Satellite Navigation Receiver 102, Which may lose 
signals When a vehicle goes through tunnels, under bridges, 
or near tall buildings or other structures. Thus, data from 
Satellite Navigation Receiver 102 and Inertial Measurement 
Unit 104 can be integrated to obtain the most accurate 
position and velocity data possible. Inertial Measurement 
Unit 104 can function alone When the signal from Remote 
Satellite Antenna 116 is lost; When a signal is regained, 
Satellite Navigation Receiver 102 and Inertial Measurement 
Unit 104 can be programmed to automatically calibrate and 
synchroniZe With each other as necessary. 

[0057] It should be noted that, although Satellite Naviga 
tion Receiver 102 and RF transceiver and Data Link 110 are 
shoWn on FIG. 1 as separate components, in some embodi 
ments they could be combined inasmuch as they both 
perform a communications function. In other embodiments, 
Satellite Navigation Receiver 102 could be connected to RF 
transceiver and Data Link 110 to receive signals received 
from Remote Satellite Antenna 116. Similarly, in some 
embodiments, Satellite Navigation Receiver 102, Which 
comprises a processor and a memory, could be combined 
With processor 106 and memory 108. 

[0058] Processor 106 and memory 108 could be any of a 
number processors and memory and/or micro-computer 
systems that are knoWn in the art. Memory 108 comprises a 
read only memory (ROM) that stores instructions executable 
by processor 106, including control heuristics for determin 
ing directives to be executed, or information such as Warn 
ings to be given, by a vehicle. Alternately, memory 108 
could comprise other kinds of memory such as RAM, 
FLASH, or EEPROM. 

[0059] RF transceiver and Data Link 110 comprises an 
on-board radio transceiver capable of communicating With 
radio transceivers on board other vehicles or With ?xed 
locations. Essentially, RF transceiver and Data Link 110 
function as a netWork node, a netWork router, and a com 
munications repeater. The primary function of RF trans 
ceiver and Data Link 110 is to transmit and receive real-time 
operational and event data, including information, Warnings 
and alerts, relating to a vehicle or to traveling conditions 
such as the condition of a roadWay. Accordingly, RF trans 
ceiver and Data Link 110 is capable of receiving ITS 
information, Warnings, and alerts from other vehicles or 
?xed locations that are part of ITS 10. RF transceiver and 
Data Link 110 may also have the ability to adjust poWer 
output in order to selectively communicate at short range, or 
alternatively, boost poWer to send messages over long dis 
tances. 

[0060] Vehicle netWork 112 generally comprises a net 
Work such as a controller area netWork (CAN) or any other 
type of communications netWork in a vehicle that is among 
those knoWn to those skilled in the art. Any knoWn vehicle 
netWork may be used in practicing the invention. PoWer 
supply 114 in some embodiments is a DC poWer supply. 
Remote Satellite Antenna 116 and Remote RF Antenna 118 
are part of an existing global telecommunications infrastruc 
ture, and as such are Well knoWn to those skilled in the art. 
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[0061] Generation of Information, Warnings, Vehicle 
Instructions, and Drive by Wire Instructions 

[0062] FIG. 4 illustrates an ENSAM 100 issuing direc 
tives over a vehicle bus 50 in the form of a vehicle 
instruction 52 or an information instruction 54 such as a 

Warning Within a speci?c vehicle. In the example, vehicle 
instruction 52 and information instruction 54 are shoWn in 
combination With automobile 12. In general, ENSAM 100 
receives message 38 and determines an action in response to 
message 38. Examples of such decision making are provided 
and discussed in detail beloW With respect to FIGS. 7-9. 

[0063] Information instruction 54 may be used to send 
information to various electronic control units (ECU’s) may 
display information or sounds to persons in the vehicle or to 
ECU’s that are not readily perceivable. Information instruc 
tion 54 sent to the ECU’s could be simple information such 
as time, date, temperature etc. or it may be more detailed 
information such as Wheel speed, or angular acceleration. 
Alternately information instruction 54 may be a Warning to 
be displayed to the driver With visual our sound as the 
Warning. 

[0064] Vehicle instruction 52 may be used to compel a 
vehicle to take an action, refrain from an action, or to Wait 
for further instructions. Vehicle instruction 52 could cause a 

vehicle to stop, turn, accelerate, or hold position. Alternately, 
vehicle instruction 52 could be a high level navigation 
function instructing the vehicle to assume a certain route or 
destination. 

[0065] Brie?y, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, 
ENSAM 100 is connected to automobile 12, and determines 
that both vehicle instruction 52 and information instruction 
54 are to be issued. ENSAM 100 then transmits vehicle 
instruction 52 along vehicle bus 50, Which is connected to 
vehicle netWork 112 of ENSAM 100, Where the vehicle 
instruction 52 is received by an ECU, knoWn to those skilled 
in the art, in vehicle 12. The ECU is programmed to cause 
vehicle Wheels 56 to immediately respond to vehicle instruc 
tion 52, in this case a drive by Wire instruction, by turning. 
Information instruction 54 is similarly transmitted on 
vehicle bus 50. Anavigation display 60 receives information 
instruction 54, and displays the appropriate information 
symbol 58 and/or other information provided by message 
38. 

[0066] Event Detection and Reporting 

[0067] Those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that When 
vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc. is in operation, a Wealth of infor 
mation is generally available over vehicle netWork 112. For 
example, vehicle netWork 112 generally makes available, in 
real or near real time, information regarding the state of 
numerous vehicle components, including engine, brakes, 
and emissions, to name a feW. Further, it Will be understood 
that almost any vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc. component can be 
monitored and reported on using an appropriate sensor in the 
vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc., information provided by such 
sensors being made available over vehicle bus 50. Further, 
vehicle sensors can be deployed to detect events external to 
the vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc. For example, vehicle sensors 
could be used to detect potholes, bumps, or other variations 
in road conditions. 
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[0068] Accordingly, When certain events are detected, 
processor 106 is programmed to selectively report the event 
to other vehicles based on such events. For example, a 
sensor might detect a loss of pressure in a lubrication system 
and report this event to processor 106, Which in turn is 
programmed to recogniZe that this event means there is a 
very high probability that a lubricant has been spilled on the 
road, creating haZardous conditions for other vehicles. 
Accordingly, processor 106 causes RF transceiver and Data 
Link 110 to transmit this information to other vehicles that 
may be at risk, in this case lagging vehicles behind the 
vehicle containing processor 106 that has caused informa 
tion to be transmitted. Similarly, highWay maintenance 
creWs may be automatically sent information relating to 
vehicle events so they can react, e.g., by proceeding to clean 
up roadWays. Other examples of events include, but are far 
from limited to, the approach of laW enforcement or rescue 
vehicles, sudden changes in speed of surrounding vehicles, 
vehicles or other large objects located near the side of a 
roadWay, changing Weather conditions, loads shifting in 
transport equipment such as tractor-trailers, etc. Examples of 
events that may be reported to other vehicles are provided 
and discussed in detail With respect to FIGS. 5, 6A, and 6B. 

[0069] Certain steps that may be executed in processor 
106 are described in further detail beloW. HoWever, in 
general, steps that might be executed in processor 106 
include the folloWing: 

[0070] 1. Record some event, e.g., position, speed, 
health, or some external event such as a pothole or 
car 12, 14 pulled over by the side of the road. 

[0071] 2. Determine the signi?cance of the event, 
e.g., should the vehicle sloW doWn, speed up, or stop. 

[0072] 3. Determine Whether to send message 38 to 
other vehicles or nodes 32, and if so, determine the 
direction in Which message 38 should be sent, that is, 
to all vehicles on the road, to select vehicles ahead, 
or to vehicles behind. 

[0073] 4. Send message 38 if Warranted. 

[0074] 5. Act on the determination of step 2 by 
issuing a directive Within one or more vehicles. 

[0075] The directive may include information instruction 
54 or vehicle instruction 52 to automatically cause the 
vehicle to take some action such as braking or speeding up. 

[0076] Alternatively, step 1 above could comprise proces 
sor 106 receiving message 38 comprising an event or 
Warning, in Which case step 3 Would comprise determining 
Whether message 38 should be rebroadcast (and if so, in 
What direction or directions). Further, in some embodiments, 
message 38 received could itself be a directive such as a 
drive-by-Wire instruction, in Which case processor 106 may 
be con?gured simply to execute the drive-by-Wire instruc 
tion, or processor 106 may be con?gured to determine 
Whether the drive-by Wire instruction should be executed. 

[0077] FIG. 5 illustrates detection of a road haZard 206 
and broadcast of a Wireless Warning 209 to notify other 
vehicles of road haZard 206. A detecting vehicle 200 detects 
road haZard 206 via sensors and transmits Wireless Warning 
209. Vehicles 12, 14, 18, etc. Within a Zone of danger 204 
receive the Wireless Warning 209 and respond appropriately. 
The response by ENSAM 100 Within haZarded vehicle 208 
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may be to produce Wireless Warning 209 to the driver, or the 
response may be to reduce the speed of vehicle 208 as 
appropriate. Although Wireless Warning 209 is physically 
transmitted omni-directionally, FIG. 6A illustrates hoW 
reception of Wireless Warning 209 is directional in nature. 
Thus, an uninterested vehicle 202 does not respond to 
Wireless Warning 209. HoWever, because a haZarded vehicle 
208 is approaching road haZard 206, the haZarded vehicle 
208 does receive Wireless Warning 209 and respond to road 
haZard 206. The directional nature of Wireless Warning 209 
is explained beloW in further detail With respect to FIGS. 
13-15, 22. 

[0078] FIG. 6A speci?cally illustrates an emergency 
vehicle 210 requiring a clear lane of traffic that is hindered 
by blocking vehicles 212 and 214. Blocking vehicles 212, 
214 impede progress of emergency vehicle 210 and should 
move to the right to provide a clear lane. In this case, 
emergency vehicle 210 provides a high priority Warning to 
all vehicles ahead Which signals them to provide an open 
lane. Here, sloWer vehicles 213 and 215 are spaced at a safe 
folloWing distance and provide gaps 216 and 218. As 
blocking vehicles 212, 214 receive the high priority Warn 
ing, their ENSAMs 100 respond by Warning the driver of the 
approaching emergency vehicle 210. HoWever, ENSAM 
100 in each of blocking vehicles 212, 214 may also provide 
a direct vehicle instruction 52, such as a drive-by-Wire 
instruction, to vehicle netWork 112 commanding a lane 
change. 

[0079] FIG. 6B illustrates the results of Wireless Warning 
209 being received by blocking vehicles 212 and 214. 
Blocking vehicles 212, 214 are merged With sloWer traf?c 
213, 215, thereby clearing an open lane 220 for emergency 
vehicle 210 as described above in FIG. 6A. Further, ITS 10 
also provides for the merging operation to be performed 
Without sloWing traf?c. That is to say, emergency vehicle 
210 may pass blocking vehicles 212, 214, and also sloWer 
vehicles 213, 215, Without appreciably sloWing doWn traf?c. 
If, for eXample, emergency vehicle 210 Was required to turn 
ahead of blocking vehicles 212, 214, the high priority 
message 38 sent may include a directive to sloW or stop 
traf?c so that the turn could be accomplished more ef? 
ciently. 

[0080] FIG. 7 provides a process How for a processor 106, 
according to an embodiment, after receiving message 38 to 
determine Whether and/or hoW message 38 should be pro 
cessed. Processor 106 is programmed to analyZe and 
respond to messages 38 received from other ITS nodes 32. 
When RF transceiver and Data Link 110 receives a trans 
mission, packets 44, 46 comprising the transmissions are 
parsed by processor 106 to determine if message 38 con 
taining information concerning an event has been received. 
Assuming that message 38 contains event information has 
been received, processor 106 must determine Whether to (1) 
ignore message 38, (2) communicate speci?c information, 
such as information instruction 54, based on message 38, or 
(3) generate vehicle instruction 52, such as a drive-by-Wire 
instruction, based on message 38. Accordingly, processor 
106 is generally provided With instructions for determining 
Which of these three courses to folloW upon receipt of 
message 38. 
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[0081] Processor 106 may determine that a received mes 
sage 38 does not require information instruction 54 or 
vehicle instruction 52 to be given or any action to be taken. 
To continue the eXample given above, suppose a ?rst car on 
a highWay receives message 38 that a second car, behind the 
?rst car, may have leaked lubricating ?uid onto the highWay. 
In this case, the ?rst car, based upon an analysis of its speed 
and position relative to the second car, Would need to take 
no precautionary action based on the second car’s leakage of 
lubricating ?uid. Accordingly, for leakage events, processor 
106 Would be programmed to determine the relative location 
of vehicles before determining Whether to issue information 
instruction 54 or generate vehicle instruction 52. 

[0082] Accordingly, certain embodiments discussed 
herein use the high level process depicted in FIG. 7 for 
reading messages 38. The high level process may be used to 
determine if the receiving node 32 is the intended node 32 
for receiving message 38. In step 1100, the process reads 
message 38 from the RF transceiver and Data Link 110. 

[0083] In step 1102, the process determines if message 38 
is of any interest. For eXample, if message 38 concerns a 
road haZard 206 that vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc. has passed, it 
Will not be of interest. On the other hand, road haZards 206 
ahead of vehicle 12, 14, 18, etc. Would be of interest. If 
message 38 is of interest, control proceeds to step 1104. 
OtherWise, the process ends. 

[0084] In step 1104, message 38 is processed. Processing 
of message 38 may include communicating speci?c infor 
mation or an instruction as described above. Message pro 
cessing 1104 may also include any other sub-process per 
formed by processor 106 that uses information contained in 
message 38. Thus, message processing 1104 may include 
includes signi?cance testing, threshold testing, repeater 
functionality. These separate processes are explained in 
detail beloW With respect to FIGS. 7-16 

[0085] The process described in FIG. 7 ends folloWing 
step 1104. 

[0086] FIG. 8 illustrates a diagram for determining the 
signi?cance of an event, according to certain embodiments. 
In step 1200, the process gets an event, Which may be 
message 38, an event generated by automobile 12 or 14, or 
by ENSAM 100, etc. 

[0087] 
[0088] In step 1204, processor 106 checks a value 
assigned to the event against a predetermined threshold to 
determine Whether the event is signi?cant. For eXample, 
processor 106 might be programmed to consider any event 
assigned a value greater than “6” on a “10” point scale to be 
signi?cant. To continue the eXample, the necessity of vehicle 
210 to pass, as illustrated in FIG. 6A above, might be 
assigned a value of “10”, While a minor pothole might be 
assigned a value of “2”. If the event is greater than the 
threshold, control proceeds to step 1206; otherWise, the 
process ends. 

[0089] In step 1206, processor 106 continues to process 
the event since the event has been determined to be signi? 
cant. Processing an event may include generating message 
38, or a communication, such as vehicle instruction 52, or 
information instruction 54. 

In step 1202, the event is recorded to memory 108. 
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