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(57) ABSTRACT 

A Wind poWer generation system capable of outputting a 
generated poWer at high ef?ciency and smoothing output 
poWer includes a Wind poWer generator and a laser aerovane 
mounted on the Wind poWer generator or arranged near the 
Wind poWer generator. Direction and velocity of a Wind 
bloWing toWard the Wind poWer generator are observed in 
advance using the laser aerovane, and a yaW angle and/or a 
pitch angle of the Wind poWer generator is predicted and 
controlled based on the observation results. Thus high 
ef?ciency operation control of the Wind poWer generation 
system including the Wind poWer generator is carried out. An 
output-smoothing device connected to the Wind poWer gen 
erator is arranged to predict and control electric poWer 
input/output amount of the output-smoothing device based 
on a predicted output value of the Wind poWer generator and 
smooth output of the Whole Wind poWer generation system. 
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WIND POWER GENERATION SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a Wind power 
generation system for observing in advance a state of Wind 
ahead of a Wind poWer generator in advance and carrying out 
high-ef?ciency operation control of the Wind poWer genera 
tor or controlling and smoothing output of the Whole system 
including the Wind poWer generator. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] In one of conventional Wind poWer generation 
systems for predicting a state of Wind, a Wind vector ahead 
of the Wind poWer generator is measured With the use of a 
Doppler radar utiliZing radio Wave, an output value of the 
Wind poWer generator is predicted on the basis of the Wind 
vector, and output control of the electric poWer system side 
generator is carried out on the basis of the predicted output 
value (see the Japanese Patent Publication (unexamined) 
No. 2002-152975, for example). 

[0005] In another conventional system, a combination of a 
Wind poWer generator and a Diesel-engine generator is used 
as a Wind poWer generation system. On the basis of a value 
actually measured by anemometers placed around the Wind 
poWer generator, a value of energy output generated by the 
Wind poWer generator is calculated using a Wind-velocity 
database. If the calculated output value increases, the Diesel 
engine generator is stopped, While if the output value 
decreases, the Diesel-engine generator is operated (see the 
Japanese Patent Publication (unexamined) No. 1999 
159436, for example). 

[0006] In the conventional Wind poWer generation system 
disclosed in the mentioned Japanese Patent Publication 
(unexamined) No. 2002-152975, information on Wind-state 
prediction is utiliZed only in the aspect of output suppression 
control of other generator. Hence a problem exists in that it 
is impossible to achieve improvement in performance of the 
Wind poWer generator itself and in efficiency of the Whole 
system. 

[0007] In the conventional Wind poWer generation system 
disclosed in the Japanese Patent Publication (unexamined) 
No. 1999-159436, only electric poWer of a certain quantity 
is supplied by controlling the Diesel engine generator com 
bined With the Wind poWer generator. Hence a problem 
exists in that it is impossible to achieve improvement in 
performance of the Wind poWer generator itself. 

[0008] Wind poWer is one of the most environment 
friendly natural energy, and utiliZation of the Wind poWer 
With high-ef?ciency is increasingly a socially desired 
demand. HoWever, mechanical innovation in the Wind 
poWer generator is not alWays easy due to its simple struc 
ture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The present invention Was made to solve the 
above-discussed problems and has an object of obtaining a 
Wind poWer generation system capable of predicting state of 
Wind and carrying out high-ef?ciency operation control of 
the Wind poWer generation system or predicting state of 
Wind and stabiliZing (smoothing) output thereof. 
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[0010] According to the invention, a Wind poWer genera 
tion system includes a Wind poWer generator and a laser 
aerovane either mounted on the mentioned Wind poWer 
generator or arranged near the Wind poWer generator, and in 
Which the mentioned laser aerovane observes direction and 
velocity of a Wind bloWing toWard the mentioned Wind 
poWer generator, at Feast either yaW angle or pitch angle of 
the mentioned Wind poWer generator is controlled on the 
basis of results obtained by the observation, Whereby output 
of the Wind poWer generation system including the Wind 
poWer generator is controlled. 

[0011] In the Wind poWer generation system of above 
construction, it is possible to carry out high-ef?ciency opera 
tion control of the Wind poWer generation system. 

[0012] Another Wind poWer generation system according 
to the invention includes: a Wind poWer generator, a laser 
aerovane either mounted on the mentioned Wind poWer 
generator or arranged near the Wind poWer generator, and an 
output-smoothing device connected to the mentioned Wind 
poWer generator; and in Which the mentioned laser aerovane 
observes direction and velocity of a Wind bloWing toWard 
the mentioned Wind poWer generator, an output adjustment 
amount of the mentioned Wind poWer generator is calculated 
in advance on the basis of results obtained by the observa 
tion, output of the Wind poWer generation system including 
the mentioned Wind poWer generator and the mentioned 
output-smoothing device is controlled on the basis of con 
ditions obtained by the calculation, and output of the Whole 
Wind poWer generation system is smoothed. 

[0013] In the Wind poWer generation system of above 
construction, it is possible to accurately suppress ?uctuation 
in output of the Wind poWer generation system or accurately 
smooth (stabiliZe) the output amount thereby stabiliZing 
supply of electric poWer. 

[0014] The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects, 
and advantages of the present invention Will become more 
apparent from the folloWing detailed description of the 
present invention When taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a sectional vieW shoWing a, Wind poWer 
generator according to Embodiment 1 of the present inven 
tion. 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram shoWing constitu 
tion of a laser aerovane according to Embodiment 1 of the 
invention. 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a schematic vieW shoWing an S-polariZed 
light and a P-polariZed light according to Embodiment 1 of 
the invention. 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a ?oWchart shoWing yaW angle/pitch 
angle control logic according to Embodiment 1 of the 
invention. 

[0019] FIG. 5 is a graph shoWing hoW output ?uctuation 
is suppressed and controlled according to Embodiment 1 of 
the invention. 

[0020] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of constitution in 
Which a poWer converter and an output-smoothing device 
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are arranged and connected to a variable-speed generator 
according to Embodiment 1 of the invention. 

[0021] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing constitu 
tion of a wind farm according to Embodiment 2 of the 
invention. 

[0022] FIG. 8 is a ?owchart showing control logic accord 
ing to Embodiment 2 of the invention. 

[0023] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram showing constitu 
tion of a wind power generation system provided with an 
output-smoothing device according to Embodiment 3 of the 
invention. 

[0024] FIG. 10 is a graphic diagram showing how output 
values of the wind power generation system are smoothed 
according to Embodiment 3 of the invention. 

[0025] FIG. 11 is a graphic diagram showing composite 
output target values and wind power generation output of the 
wind power generation system according to Embodiment 3 
of the invention. 

[0026] FIG. 12 is a control block diagram of the wind 
power generation system according to Embodiment 3 of the 
invention. 

[0027] FIG. 13 is a ?owchart showing control of the wind 
power generation system according to Embodiment 3 of the 
invention. 

[0028] FIG. 14 is a ?owchart showing control of the wind 
power generation system according to Embodiment 3 of the 
invention, and FIG. 13 and FIG. 14 are jointly show one 
?owchart. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiment 1 

[0029] Embodiment 1 of the invention is hereinafter 
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 6. 

[0030] FIG. 1 is a sectional side view of a wind power 
generator (a windmill). As shown in FIG. 1, a tower section 
2 is built on a pedestal 1, and a yaw angle control drive 50 
is mounted on the top of the tower section 2. Furthermore, 
a nacelle 20 controlled so as to rotate within a horiZontal 

plane by driving the yaw angle control drive 50 is mounted 
on the top of the yaw angle control drive 50. It is desirable 
to control the windmill so that plane where a propeller of the 
windmill rotates is changed conforming to change in direc 
tion of wind and catches the wind right in front at all times. 
It is yaw angle that is changed at this time, and controlling 
the yaw angle is called yaw control. Rotating the nacelle 20 
within a horiZontal plane can change the yaw angle. 

[0031] Blades 10 constituting a propeller of the propeller 
type windmill are mounted on a rotary shaft 12 through a 
hub (the portion on which the blades 10 are attached) 11, and 
driving a pitch angle control drive 60 controls angle of the 
blades 10. In order to effectively utiliZe wind energy, it is 
necessary that each blade 10 catching the wind is located at 
an optimum angle, and the angle of the blades 10 at this 
location are called pitch angle (blade angle). Agenerator 30, 
an ampli?er (not shown in the drawing) and so on connected 
with the rotary shaft 12 are accommodated in the nacelle 20. 
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The propeller rotates on a plane perpendicular to the rotary 
shaft 12 on which the blades 10 are mounted. 

[0032] A wind-velocity detecting optical system section 
(hereinafter referred to as the optical system section) 200 
emits a laser beam 210 to irradiate aerosol 150 ahead of (at 
an arbitrary distance from) the wind power generator with 
the laser beam and detects a scattered light 215 of the laser 
beam 210. The optical system section 200 is mounted on the 
top of the nacelle 20. The aerosol 150 is a kind of dust in the 
air moving with the wind at the same velocity and in the 
same direction as the wind. Therefore, direction and velocity 
of the wind at a place can be observed by grasping move 
ment of the aerosol 50. Information obtained from the 
scattered light 215 (data on the wind direction and wind 
velocity of the aerosol 150) is sent to an aerovane body 
section (hereinafter referred to as main body section) 100 
through an optical ?ber 130. Data for calculating the wind 
direction and wind velocity of the aerosol 150 are eXtracted 
from the scattered light 215 and processed in the main body 
section 100. The data on the wind direction and wind 
velocity obtained in the main body section 100 are sent to an 
aerovane signal processing section (hereinafter referred to as 
signal processing section) 300 through a communication 
system section 131. On the basis of the data on the wind 
direction and wind velocity of the aerosol 150, the signal 
processing section 300 predicts a state of the wind (wind 
direction, wind velocity, arrival time of wind, and so on) 
blowing toward the wind power generator, i.e., a state of the 
wind to be utiliZed in generating electric power in the near 
future (after several to several tens seconds). The main body 
section 100, optical system section 200, and signal process 
ing section 300 constitute a laser aerovane. 

[0033] The data on wind-state prediction calculated by the 
signal processing section 300 is transmitted to a controller 
40 through a communication system section 132. On the 
basis of the given wind-state data, the controller 40 issues a 
command to the yaw angle control drive 50 and the pitch 
angle control drive 60 through communication system sec 
tions 70 and 75. The yaw angle control drive 50 causes the 
yaw angle to change and the pitch angle control drive 60 
causes the pitch angles to change. Thus, it becomes possible 
to operate the wind power generator with high-ef?ciency, 
i.e., high-efficiency utiliZation of wind power energy. The 
controller 40 scans and grasps current yaw angle, pitch 
angles, and number of rotations of the windmill shaft 
(number of rotations or rotation speed) at all times. 

[0034] Furthermore, a power cable 82 connected to the 
generator 30 is connected to an electric power system 84 
acting as an output terminal. An output-smoothing device 80 
is connected and arranged between the generator 30 and the 
electric power system 84 through a power converter 81, 
when required, and a transformer 83 is arranged between the 
electric power system 84 and the power converter 81. 

[0035] Number of rotations of the windmill is ?xed, 
adjustable step by step, otherwise continuously adjustable 
within a predetermined range. 

[0036] The optical system section 200 of the laser aerov 
ane can be located on the ground at some distance from the 
tower section 2 of the wind power generator or on the top of 
a pole set up near the wind power generator on condition that 
the yaw angle is variable. It is also preferable that the optical 
system section 200 is mounted on a side face of the tower 
section 2. 
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[0037] The blades 10 receive the Wind and convert Wind 
power energy into a rotating force and the generator 30 
converts the rotation energy of the blades 10 into an electric 
poWer. 

[0038] The controller 40 or another controlling mecha 
nism receives and analyZes data necessary for controlling 
the Wind poWer generator such as yaW angle, number of 
rotations of the Windmill, etc. and current direction and 
velocity of the Wind. Then the controller 40 or another 
controlling mechanism gives a control command to each 
control drive (for example, braking equipment) of the Wind 
poWer generator. 

[0039] NoW, an example of construction and operation 
principle of the laser aerovane according to the invention is 
hereinafter described With reference to FIG. 2. The laser 
aerovane is mainly comprised of the main body section 100, 
the optical system section 200, and the signal processing 
section 300 as described above. Apart of the laser beam 210 
emitted from a laser source 101 (for example, semiconductor 
laser) of the main body section 100 is sent to a light receiver 
105 through an optical ?ber 102. The rest of the beam is sent 
to a light sWitch 103 through a circulator 104. The light 
sWitch 103 sends inputted light to the optical system section 
200. The optical system section 200 is comprised of tWo 
sections, for example, a horiZontal Wind-velocity detecting 
optical system section 200a and a vertical Wind-velocity 
detecting optical system section 200b. The received light is 
divided and sent to the horiZontal and vertical Wind-velocity 
detecting optical system sections 200a and 200b respec 
tively. 

[0040] The light sent from the light sWitch 103 to the 
horiZontal Wind-velocity detecting optical system section 
200a is then sent to a telescope 202 through a half-Wave 
plate 201. The light emitted from the telescope 202 is split 
into a P-polariZed light 205 passing through a de?ection 
beam splitter 203 and an S-polariZed light 206 re?ected from 
the de?ection beam splitter 203. The P-polariZed light 205 is 
emitted to outside as it is, and the S-polariZed light 206 is 
re?ected from a total re?ection mirror 204 and emitted to 
outside. The vertical Wind-velocity detecting optical system 
section 200b is of the same construction as the horiZontal 
Wind-velocity detecting optical system section 200a, and in 
Which a P-polariZed light 207 and an S-polariZed light 208 
are emitted to outside. 

[0041] The P-polariZed light 205 and the S-polariZed light 
206 emitted from the horiZontal Wind-velocity detecting 
optical system section 200a are respectively emitted in tWo 
different directions on the horiZontal plane. The P-polariZed 
light 207 and the S-polariZed light 208 emitted from the 
vertical Wind-velocity detecting optical system section 200b 
are respectively emitted in tWo directions on the vertical 
plane. 

[0042] The P-polariZed lights 205 and 207 and the S-po 
lariZed lights 206 and 208 correspond to the laser beam 210 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0043] The P-polariZed light 205, Which is the laser beam 
210 emitted from the optical system section 200, comes into 
the aerosol 150 and is scattered. Thus, the P-polariZed light 
205 turns into a scattered light (corresponding to the scat 
tered light 215 shoWn in FIG. 1, for example) and returns to 
the optical system section 200 as described later. This 
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scattered light 215 folloWs the reverse course through Which 
the scattered light 215 Was emitted, and is sent from the 
optical system section 200 to the main body section 100. The 
scattered light 215 is sent to the circulator 104 via the light 
sWitch 103, and the circulator 104 sends the necessary 
scattered light 215 to the optical ?ber coupler 151 as a 
optical mixer. The scattered light 215 and the laser beam 210 
directly sent from the laser source 101 are mixed in the 
optical ?ber coupler 151 and sent to the light receiver 105 
converts the mixed light 152 into a detection signal 107 and 
sends the detection signal 107 to the A/D converter 310. The 
A/D converter 310 converts the trigger 106, Which is an 
analog light signal, and the detection signal 107 into a digital 
signal, and sends this digital signal serving as a reception 
signal 311 to the signal processing section 300 through the 
communication system section 131. The signal processing 
section 300 receives the reception signal 311, carries out a 
predetermined calculation described later, and calculates 
(observes) direction and velocity of the Wind at a focal point 
of the laser beam 210 (position of the focal point corre 
sponds to the position of the aerosol 150). Further, a state of 
Wind is predicted on the basis of the obtained data of the 
Wind direction and Wind velocity (observation result), and 
necessary control information is sent to the controller 40 
through the communication system section 132. 

[0044] A continuous Wave is employed as the laser beam 
210. Especially, When employing a continuous Wave of 
approximately 1500 nm in Wavelength, scattered light from 
the aerosol 150 is most strong, and state of the Wind is 
detected With accuracy. In addition, the laser beam of 
approximately 1500 nm in Wavelength is most gentle to 
human eyes and is desirable in vieW of safety. 

[0045] It is possible to adopt a method utiliZing a pulse 
Wave as the laser beam 210 instead of using a continuous 
Wave as described in this example, and either of them is 
preferable. Furthermore, it is also preferable to arrange any 
mechanical aerovane on the top of the nacelle 20 and 
additionally use data of this mechanical aerovane in order to 
improve accuracy in measuring direction and velocity of 
Wind, When required. 

[0046] In a case Where the Doppler effect is utiliZed to 
detect direction and velocity of Wind, it is knoWn that the 
detection becomes more accurate in inverse proportion to 
the Wavelength of the laser beam or sound Wave employed 
in the detection. In making a comparison betWeen the sound 
Wave and the laser beam, state of the Wind is detected more 
accurately When the laser beam, Whose Wavelength is shorter 
than that of the sound Wave, is employed. 

[0047] NoW, the P-polariZed light 205 and the S-polariZed 
light 206 emitted from the horiZontal Wind-velocity detect 
ing optical system section 200a are hereinafter described 
With reference to FIG. 3. The P-polariZed light 205 and the 
S-polariZed light 206 are respectively emitted from the 
optical system section 200 onto a horiZontal plane in a 
direction at an angle +0 and in a direction at an angle —0, on 
the basis of an arbitrary direction, and focused at places 
distant by a focal distance R (corresponding to an arbitrary 
distance) by means of a lens of the telescope 202. The lights 
are scattered from the aerosol 150 in the vicinity of the focal 
points, Where the scattered light (scattered light of the 
P-polariZed light) 215 and the scattered light (scattered light 
of the S-polariZed light) 216 are generated respectively. The 
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air contains a lot of aerosol 150, and therefore scattered 
Waves are also generated from points other than the focal 
points, but the scattered Waves from the vicinity of the focal 
points have the highest scattering energy. Since these scat 
tered Waves (the scattered lights 215 and 216) are scattered 
from the aerosol 150 moving With a certain velocity, a 
frequency shift of ED takes place due to the Doppler effect 
(Doppler shift). This shift in frequency is measured, and 
velocity of the aerosol 150 is calculated. 

[0048] The P-polariZed light 207 and the S-polariZed light 
208 are emitted from the vertical Wind-velocity detecting 
optical system section 200b on a vertical plane in a direction 
at an angle +0 and in a direction at an angle —0 on the basis 
of an arbitrary direction respectively. As described above, it 
is possible to detect a three-dimensional vector of the Wind 
velocity of the aerosol 150 ahead of the Wind poWer gen 
erator by emitting the laser beams 210 in at least three or 
four directions and obtaining data on each light. In the case 
Where the laser beams 210 are emitted only in tWo direc 
tions, it is possible to detect a tWo-dimensional vector of the 
Wind velocity. 

[0049] In addition, angle of emission of the laser beam 210 
is preferably 0=approximately 5°, and this preferable angle 
varies depending upon the conditions such as distance to the 
aerosol 150 to be observed. 

[0050] NoW, an example hoW a velocity of Wind is calcu 
lated by the signal processing section 300 is herein after 
described. Information on the scattered lights 215 and 216 
and information directly obtained from the laser source 101 
are combined into a detection signal 107. The detection 
signal 107 is received as a reception signal 311, and the 
Doppler shift FD from the frequency of the laser source 101 
to the scattered lights 215 and 216 is calculated. There is a 
relation betWeen FD, laser Wavelength 7», and aerosol veloc 
ity Vm as shoWn in the folloWing expression 

Expression (1): 

[0051] The Wind velocity Vm (+0) and the Wind velocity 
Vm (—0) in the :0 directions are calculated by this expres 
sion. The Wind velocity Vr (r indicates a direction along 0=0 
on a horiZontal plane) and the Wind velocity Vx (X indicates 
a direction perpendicular to 0=0 on a horiZontal plane) are 
calculated using the folloWing expression (2) and expression 
(3) 

Expression (2): 

V 
r 2cos0 

Expression (3): 

[0052] The calculation as described above is carried out 
also on the data obtained by the vertical Wind-velocity 
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detecting optical system section 200b, and combining With 
the data obtained by the horiZontal Wind-velocity detecting 
optical system section 200a, a three-dimensional vector of 
the Wind velocity can be calculated. Thus Wind direction and 
Wind velocity of the aerosol 150 are measured With accu 
racy. 

[0053] An example of yaW angle control logic according 
to the invention is hereinafter described With reference to the 
?oWchart in FIG. 4(a). First, the laser aerovane measures 
direction and velocity of the Wind ahead (located at an 
arbitrary distance from the Wind poWer generator) at the 
current time '5 (step 401). On the basis of the obtained data 
on the direction and velocity of the Wind, a Wind direction 
4) ('c+t) of the Wind that the Wind poWer generator Will catch 
after t seconds is calculated (step 402a). For example, for 
measuring direction and velocity of the Wind 400 m ahead, 
if the Wind is bloWing toWard the Wind poWer generator at 
a velocity of 10 m per second, it is predicted that the Wind 
Will arrive at the Wind poWer generator after 40 seconds. 
Thus the change in direction and velocity of the Wind that 
the Wind poWer generator Will utiliZe in generating an 
electric poWer after 40 seconds can be predicted With 
accuracy. For the purpose of predicting the Wind bloWing 
against the Wind poWer generator in the near future on the 
basis of data on Wind direction and Wind velocity of the 
aerosol 150, it is preferable to prepare preliminarily data 
base on the measured Wind direction and Wind velocity of 
the aerosol 150 as Well as on the direction and velocity of 
actual arrival of Wind, and carries out a calculation on the 
basis of the data base. The process up to this stage is carried 
out by the laser aerovane, and data on the predicted Wind 
direction, Wind velocity, and time of arrival (data including 
the observation results) is sent to the controller 40 through 
the communication system section 132. 

[0054] If yaW angle control signals are transmitted from 
the controller 40 to the yaW angle control drive 50 through 
the communication system section 70 With an interval of At 
(for example, 1 second), direction of the Wind predicted at 
a point of time "c, i.e., the optimum yaW angle is shoWn in the 
folloWing expression 

1p(-c+At),1p(-c+2At),1p(1+3At), . . . 

nAt)(n=t/At) 

[0055] If the current yaW angle is 4) ('5) a yaW angle in the 
future that can be predicted and controlled is shoWn in the 
folloWing expression 

Expression (5): 

[0056] At this stage, the maximum rotation angular veloc 
ity of the yaW angle is u) (for example, 0.70°/sec.), and the 
yaW angle is determined so that conditions of the folloWing 
expression (6) are satis?ed and value of the folloWing 
expression (7) becomes the smallest, thus the yaW angle 
being optimiZed (step 403a). 

Expression (6): 

Expression (7): 
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[0057] The yaW angle control signal at the time "5+At is 
transmitted from the controller 40 to the yaW angle control 
drive 50 (step 404a). When receiving this signal, the yaW 
angle control drive 50 rotates the nacelle 20 and changes the 
yaW angle (step 405a). This process is repeated, thus the yaW 
angle can be controlled to the optimum. It is also preferable 
that the yaW angle is predicted and controlled through any 
other method on the basis of the data on direction and 
velocity of Wind (observation result) obtained from the laser 
aerovane as a matter of course. 

[0058] NoW, an example of pitch angle control logic is 
hereinafter described With reference to FIG. 4(b). Step 401 
is the same as that for controlling the yaW angle shoWn in 
FIG. 4(a). 

[0059] On the basis of the yaW angle predicted as 
described above and the predicted direction and velocity of 
Wind shoWn in the foregoing expression (4), the direction 
and velocity of the Wind (corresponding to the Wind velocity 
vector that the blades 10 Will catch are accurately 
predicted as shoWn in the folloWing expression (8) (step 
402b). 

[v]; 

[0060] Torque per blade 10 (force of a Windmill to rotate 
When the Windmill catches a Wind poWer. The unit of torque 
is is determined depending upon the Windmill shaft 
rotation angular velocity [0], direction and velocity of the 
Wind (corresponding to the Wind velocity vector caught 
by the blade 10, and pitch angle 0t of the blade 10. Accord 
ingly Windmill torque T ("5+iAt) at the time "5+iAt can be 
shoWn in the folloWing expression 

Expression (8): 

Expression (9): 

[0] = 9 

(m is number of blades) 

[0061] This function T]- ([0], vi, otj) is measured or simu 
lated in advance so as to be calculated by the controller 40 
or the signal processing section 300. 

[0062] Then, the pitch angle for the t seconds is optimiZed 
(step 403b) as described beloW. At this stage, since the 
Windmill shaft rotation angular velocity [0] is ?xed and the 
direction and velocity of the Wind (corresponding to the 
Wind velocity vector until the Wind is caught by the 
blades 10 after t seconds are predicted, the optimum pitch 
angle 0t‘ ("5+iAt) at Which the maximum torque is obtained 
can be calculated at the time "5+iAt by using the foregoing 
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expression Therefore the optimum pitch angle 0t‘ pre 
dictable at the time "u can be shoWn by the folloWing 
expression (10). 

nAt)(n=t/At) Expression (10): 

[0063] Establishing that the maximum rotation angular 
velocity of the pitch angle drive is (up (for example, 15°/ 
sec.), satisfying the folloWing expression (11), the pitch 
angle is optimiZed so that value of the folloWing expression 
(12) becomes the smallest. 

Expression (1 l): 

Expression (l2): 

[0064] The controller 40 transmits the pitch angle control 
signal of the time "5+At to the pitch angle control drive 60 so 
that the pitch angle becomes the optimum angle 0t (step 
404b). Upon receipt of this signal, the pitch angle control 
drive 60 changes the pitch angle (step 405b). In this con 
nection, it is desirable to employ actually measured values 
(actual data) as the Wind direction and Wind velocity at the 
current time "c in the calculation (step 406b). It is also 
desirable to use a current measured value (actual data) of the 
pitch angle, Which the controller 40 obtains by scanning, as 
the pitch angle 0t ('5) at the current time '5 (step 407b). This 
process is repeated for each of the plural (three ?iers are 
used in most cases) blades 10, thus the pitch angles of all the 
blades 10 are controlled and optimiZed. It is a matter of 
course that it is possible to predict and control the pitch 
angle through any other method on the basis of the data on 
the direction and velocity of the Wind (the observation 
results) obtained from the laser aerovane. 

[0065] In the conventional method for controlling the 
pitch angles, it is possible to detect that the Wind velocity 
begins to change, but changing the pitch angle negatively 
affects on the performance of blades. Particularly if any 
change in direction of the Wind takes place during change in 
pitch angle, the change in direction of the Wind gives any 
undesirable in?uence upon the performance of the blades. 
Moreover, the mechanical aerovane measures a slipstream, 
Which is the Wind that has passed through the blades 10 over 
above the nacelle 20. Therefore the measurement is greatly 
in?uenced by slipstream With an approximately one-second 
cycle (varying depending upon number of rotations of 
Windmill) after passing the blades 10. Consequently, pitch 
angle can be changed only on the basis of an average value 
for 1 second. Moreover, in the conventional method, there is 
any delay in response of machines in actual control, and only 
passive control With considerable delay is possible. 

[0066] On the other hand, according to the invention, it is 
possible to carry out positive control of either yaW angle or 
pitch angle or both yaW angle and pitch angle taking the 
delay in response of machines into consideration. Thus the 
blades 10 keep catching the Wind at an approximately 
optimum pitch angle. As a result, it becomes possible to 
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