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(57) ABSTRACT 

Avehicle control system and method includes structure and 
steps for capturing an image of a front seat of the vehicle and 
outputting image data corresponding thereto. A processor is 
provided Which receives the image data output form the 
imaging device, compares the received image data With 
stored image data, and outputs a vehicle equipment control 
signal based on the comparison. Preferably, the vehicle 
equipment control signal controls one or more of airbag 
activation, mirror re?ectance, vehicle lights activation, and 
vehicle intruder alarms. Preferably, the imaging device 
comprises a single chip camera disposed adjacent the 
vehicle rearvieW mirror. 
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