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WINDSCREEN SENSING AND WIPER
CONTROL SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The inventive method and system relate to a moisture
sensing scheme that utilizes a video array to visually detect
environmental conditions on the surface of the vehicle’s
windscreen (e.g., the presence of moisture droplets) and uses
this information to control the vehicle’s windscreen wiper,
defogging, and headlight systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Numerous schemes for controlling the actuation of a
windscreen wiper employ infrared (IR) emitting diodes and
receivers to detect moisture on the surface of the wind-
screen. Some of these schemes use multiple sender-receiver
sets to increase the sensor area and to crudely estimate
moisture conditions. The present invention uses a video
array or camera to improve the wiper control system’s
ability to recognize specific visual environmental conditions
on the windscreen of a motor vehicle, especially the pres-
ence of moisture droplets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A system for detecting moisture on the windscreen of a
motor vehicle has an illumination source and a light sensor
mounted within the motor vehicle. The light sensor detects
rays from the light source reflected off the windscreen via a
diffusion surface within the vehicle. Based on the reflected
light, an image processor in communication with the light
sensor creates an image of a portion of the windscreen that
the processor analyzes to determine the moisture condition
of the windscreen.

A method for controlling the operation of the windscreen
wiper system monitors light reflected from a portion of a
windscreen and creates an image of the moisture condition
of the windscreen based on the reflected light. The image is
analyzed to determine the configuration of light intensities in
predetermined zones. From the light intensity configuration,
the moisture condition of the windscreen is determined. The
sensed moisture condition parameters are compared to a
threshold array and a signal based upon this comparison is
communicated the wiper control system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-section through the windscreen depicting
the windscreen sensing and wiper control system.

FIG. 2 is a cross-section through the windscreen depicting
the diffusion, reflection, and refraction of light through a
droplet of moisture on the windscreen.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are elevation and top views,
respectively, of a series of various size and shaped moisture
droplets.

FIG. 3C is a schematic of dark areas against a backlit field
corresponding to the various size and shaped moisture
droplets of FIGS. 3A and 3B.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart outlining steps in a method for
analyzing an image of a windscreen.

FIG. § is a flow chart outlining steps in a method for
determining the moisture condition of a windscreen.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart outlining steps in a method for
creating a comparison between the moisture condition of a
windscreen and an array of threshold parameters.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart outlining steps in a method for
controlling the windscreen wiper system of a vehicle.
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FIG. 8 is a flow chart outlining steps in a method for
controlling the headlight system of vehicle.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart outlining steps in an alternative
method for controlling the headlight system of a vehicle.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart outlining the steps in a method for
controlling the windscreen defogger system of a vehicle.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart outlining steps in an alternative
method for determining the moisture condition of a wind-
screen.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings in which a numeral represents
the same component among the several views, FIG. 1 shows
a wiper system 10 with a motor 12 that drives a wiper blade
14 across a windscreen 16 of a motor vehicle when moisture
droplets 18 are detected on the surface of the windscreen 16.
A video camera or light sensing array 20, such as a CCD
array, and a light source 22 are mounted high in the interior
of the motor vehicle near the top of the vehicle’s windscreen
16 in such a way as to prevent saturation of the camera or
array 20 from any bright ambient sunlight or from light
received directly from the light source 22. To prevent driver
annoyance, an infrared (IR) light source such as infrared
light emitting diodes may be used as the light source 22.
Rays of IR light 24 from the light source 22 are directed
downward onto a diffusion surface 26. The diffusion surface
26 is located lower in the interior of the motor vehicle, such
as on the top of the dashboard. Light rays 24 reflect off the
diffusion surface 26 toward a sensor viewing area A; 28
located on the back plane of the windscreen 16. To conserve
energy and extend the life of light source 22, the light
emitting diodes may be pulsed in synchronization with the
imaging frequency of the video camera or light sensing array
20. The video camera 20 and the light source 22 commu-
nicate with a video image processor and wiper control
module 30.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show clevation and top views,
respectively, of various size and shaped moisture droplets
18a—18c that may be present on a windscreen 16. The
manner in which the light rays 24 reflect from the diffusion
area 26 cause these various moisture droplets 184—18c¢ to
appear to the light sensing array 20 that views the sensor
viewing area 28 as dark areas 32a—32c¢ against a uniformly
backlit field, as depicted in FIG. 3C. As shown in FIG. 2, the
dark areas 32a—32c¢ are produced because a certain percent-
age or portion of the IR light rays 24 that reflect off the
diffusion surface 26 that would otherwise bounce off the
back plane or sensor viewing area 28 and be received by the
video camera 20 at low incident angles is instead dispersed
through the curved surface of the moisture droplet 18 on the
windscreen 16 and directed away from the video camera 20.
Thus, the presence of a moisture droplet 18 is deduced
whenever the video camera 20 detects a lower light intensity
or dark area 32 that contrasts sharply with surrounding
bright dry areas of the windscreen 16.

FIG. 3C shows that the footprint 32a-32¢ of a moisture
droplet 18 of a given volume can vary widely depending on
whether the glass windscreen 16 is clean, dirty, or highly
waxed due to the difference in the surface energy of the
windscreen 16 under these different environmental condi-
tions. A dirty or highly waxed windscreen surface tends to
have a low surface energy allowing the moisture droplet 18
to self-adhere, which leads to the more ball-like profile 18a
depicted in FIG. 3A. The curved surface of a moisture
droplet 18 with a ball-like structure disperses a high per-
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centage of light rays 24 away from the sensing array 20
creating a well defined dark area 32a. However, the lensing
effect produced by a moisture droplet 18 coming to rest on
dirty or highly waxed glass can cause certain areas within its
dark footprint to appear bright, as shown in FIGS. 3C.

Moisture droplets 18 on a very clean windscreen tend to
spread creating a droplet 18 with a low profile 18¢ because
the glass attracts water molecules to a greater extent than
water molecules attract each other. Different local environ-
mental conditions within a single moisture droplet 18 pro-
duce various local surface energies that can lead to an
irregular footprint 18c of the type shown in FIG. 3B and
produce variable lensing effects that can lead to indetermi-
nate conditions in the video image captured by the video
camera or light sensing array 20. The algorithm running in
the video image processor and wiper control module 30
compensates for these indeterminate conditions by assuming
that pixels above the predetermined threshold are water if
they are surrounded by dark pixels or if they are encircled to
a great degree, as shown in the various footprints 32a-32¢
of FIG. 3C.

FIG. 4 outlines the method by which the video image
processor and wiper control module 30 determines from the
light intensity of a specific zone or number of pixels whether
an area being viewed by the light sensing array 20 contains
a moisture droplet 18, or is merely the clear glass of the
windscreen 16. In step 50, a vertical multiplier ratio is used
to correct for the vertical compression of the camera or
sensor viewing area 28 by increasing the vertical dimension
of any object detected on the sensing area 28. In step 52, the
corrected image is compared against a predetermined thresh-
old of brightness (or greyness) to determine whether par-
ticular pixels are bright or dark. In step 54, indeterminate
conditions are resolved by a bit filling and overriding
algorithm. If a bright pixel is surrounded by dark pixels, it
is assumed actually to dark and its zero value is replaced by
a one.

In step 56, a determination is made as to whether the
observed pixels are moisture droplets 18 or the clear glass of
the windscreen. In general, all pixels below the predeter-
mined threshold are assumed to be the result of reduced
reflected energy and are determined to represent moisture
covered glass, while all pixels above the predetermine
threshold are assumed to be bright and, therefore, the result
of viewing light through the clear glass. This determination
is adjusted if the pixel area of the footprint 32 displays any
of the characteristic lensing effects described above. Finally,
because setting an absolute predetermined threshold of
brightness is extremely difficult due to uneven lighting on
the diffusion surface 26, in step 58, the preferred embodi-
ment sets a relative threshold of brightness for the next
scanning cycle based on the most recent pass of the wiper
blades.

The size and position of the camera or sensor viewing area
28 in the present invention was determined using the results
of a human factors study conducted for a wiper system 10
with a video video camera 20 as the light sensing array. The
study revealed that the percentage of the windscreen glass
16 covered by moisture droplets 18 that a driver will tolerate
before actuating the wipers 14 decreases as the size of the
moisture droplets 18 increases. In particular, the study
revealed that 13% of the driving population would prefer
that the wipers 14 actuate before 0.33% of the windscreen
glass 16 is covered by water where the moisture droplets 18
are approximately 6.0 mm in diameter. Assuming a 2 square
meter windscreen 16, the ideal camera or sensor viewing
area 28 can be determined by first determining the number
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of drops that would have struck the windscreen glass 16 to
produce 0.33% moisture coverage using the following equa-
tion:

A,,x0.0033
N = ~pz =z 235($6.0) drops
(5) -
Where:
A, =Windscreen area=2m”
A =Sensor Area
D=Drop diameter
The probability that the sensor viewing area 28 will be

struck by this number of randomly placed drops may be
calculated using the following equation:

Ay = AN
s (52
Ay

If the controller logic is dependent on at least one strike
to activate the wipers 14, the probability of obtaining that
strike before the desired 0.33% threshold is reached using a
sensor viewing area of 75 mmx75 mm is approximately
48%, as shown by the following calculation:

P=1

5 o

(2 —0.075%0.075 ]235
o G a—

To increase the probability of the first sensor strike to
greater than 90% for the desired threshold of 033%, then a
sensor viewing area 28 of approximately 140 mmx140 mm
is needed, as shown by the following calculation:

P=1

2-0.140x0.140\235
- (7] = 90%

2

Previous automated wiper controls employed small sen-
sor viewing areas and relied on the time averaging of as
many as ten wipe cycles per strike to maintain wiper pace
under large droplet conditions. Furthermore, these systems
could not predict the first moisture strike until there was a
direct hit within the sensor viewing area. Using a larger
sensor viewing area 28 of at least 140 mmx140 mm advan-
tageously permits a wipe frequency of ten wipe cycles per
nine droplet 18 strikes to be used. Increasing the sensor
viewing area 28 thus permits the system designer to arrive
at a well-balanced trade-off between furnishing enough wipe
cycles to keep the windscreen clear of moisture, but not so
many wipe cycles that the driver becomes annoyed or
distracted by the frequency of the wiper actuation or that the
wiper blades begin to chatter.

In many driving situations, a driver views a point down
the road through as little as one to two square inches of
windscreen glass 16. The driver feels a strong need to
eliminate any streak or splash that covers this area of the
windscreen 16. Consequently, the sensor viewing area 28 is
best placed directly in the drivers line of view to respond to
the driver’s need to keep this small area clean, which results
in a one-to-one correlation between the sensor viewing area
28 and driver’s viewing area.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the control method active within
the video image processor and wiper control module 26 is
discussed. In step 100, light rays 24 that reflect from the
windscreen 16 of a motor vehicle are monitored by a video
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camera or light sensing array 20. In step 102, the information
gathered by the video camera or light sensing area is
communicated to a video image processor and wiper control
module 30, which creates an image of the moisture condition
on the monitored portion 28 of the windscreen 16 based on
the reflected light rays 24. In step 104, the image created in
step 102 is analyzed in accordance with the method outlined
in FIG. 4 to determine the configuration of the dark areas or
light intensity boundaries 32 in predetermined zones of the
image. In step 106, the configuration of dark areas 32
contained in the image is used to determine the moisture
condition of the windscreen 16. The method continues in
step 108 of FIG. 6, where generic parameters related to the
number and the size of moisture droplets 18 and the percent
moisture on the windscreen 16 developed in accordance
with the equations given above are stored in a threshold
array within the memory of the video image processor and
wiper control module 26 for use in controlling the actuation
of the wiper motor 12.

In the alternative, parameters based on individual driver
sensitivities may be used in place of generic parameters to
populate the threshold array used to determined when to
actuate the wiper motor 12. The individual parameters are
developed by the permitting the driver to set the module 30
to “learn mode” and manually actuate the wiper motor 12 for
a period of time. The module 30 notes which conditions of
the windscreen 16 (e.g., at what percentage of windscreen
coverage over a range of droplet diameters) trigger the
driver to actuate the wipers. From this data, the module 30
populates the threshold array used in step 108 to control
actuation of the wiper motor 12. The module 30 can “learn”
and store parameter profiles for any number of drivers.

In step 110, the module 30 compares the moisture con-
dition of the windscreen 16 to the threshold array of step 108
and determines whether a threshold has been exceeded. In
step 112 of FIG. 6, if the moisture condition exceeds a limit
set by the threshold array, the processor within module 30
causes a moisture signal to be sent to wiper system control
logic within the module 30. In step 114, the motor is
controlled in accordance with the moisture signal issued in
step 112.

In FIGS. 8 and 9, output from the wiper system 10 is used
to control the headlights of the vehicle. In step 120 of FIG.
9, module 30 sends a signal based upon the moisture signal
(i.e., the results of the comparison of step 110) to the control
system for the headlights. In step 120, the headlight control
system initiates the change in the headlight system signal,
such as turning the headlights on or adjusting the brightness
of the headlight, based upon the moisture.

An alternative method for implementing headlight control
is outlined in FIG. 8. In step 11, a signal based upon the
speed of the wiper operation, rather than the moisture signal
itself, is communicated to the control system for the head-
lights. In step 118, the headlight control system initiates a
change in the headlight system, such as turning the head-
lights on or adjusting the brightness of the headlight, based
upon this wiper speed signal.

In FIG. 10, the output from the method of FIGS. 5§ and 6
is used to control defogging the windshield 16 and provide
input to temperature systems within the vehicle. Defogging
and temperature controls are often misunderstood and mis-
used by many drivers. In step 124, module 30 transmits a
moisture signal to the defogger control system to initiate
defogging operations and set proper temperature control
settings for the vehicle.

In an alternative embodiment of the video array wiper
control system 10, a test pattern is imprinted on the diffusion
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surface 26. The video image processor and wiper control
module 30 responds to a sweeping frequency as described in
SAE paper 851636. Rather than determining the presence of
specific drops of moisture 18 on the windscreen 16, the
degree of blurriness of the test pattern is used to determine
the moisture signal sent to control the wiper motor 12. The
method of operation for this embodiment is outlined in FIG.
11. In step 200, the test pattern is placed upon the diffusion
surface 26. In step 202, light rays 24 reflected from the
camera or sensor viewing area 28 are monitored by video
camera or light sensing array 20. In step 204, the image
created by the video image processor and wiper control
module 30 from the output of the array 20 is analyzed to
determine the degree of blurriness of the test pattern. In step
206, this degree of blurriness is used to determine the
moisture condition of the windscreen 16.

The described implementations for sensing the moisture
condition on the windscreen of a motor vehicle and using
this data to control its wiper, defogger, or headlight systems
represent only a few of many possible implementations of
the present invention. Alternative and minor variations of
the invention that are apparent to those skilled in the art may
properly fall within the scope of the claims, which follow.

I claim:

1. An apparatus for a motor vehicle in which a windshield
at least partially encloses an interior compartment for hous-
ing passengers, said apparatus for detecting moisture on said
windscreen, comprising:

illumination source mounted within said motor vehicle;

diffusion surface spaced within said motor vehicle apart

from said illumination source, said diffusion surface for
reflecting light rays from said illumination source onto
said windscreen;

light sensor spaced within said interior compartment apart

from said windscreen and said diffusion surface, said
light sensor for deflecting light rays reflected from said
windscreen; and

image processor in communication with said light sensor,

said image processor for creating an image representing
said moisture on said windscreen based upon input
from said light sensor.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said image processor
determines the moisture condition of said windscreen from
the intensity of light in predetermined zones of said image.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said illumination
source is a light emitting diode.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said diode emits light
of infra-red frequency.

5. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said diode pulses in
synchronization with the imaging frequency of said light
Sensor.

6. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said image processor
is in communication with and updates the control system of
the windscreen wipers of said vehicle with information
regarding said moisture condition.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, herein the operating speed of
said windscreen wipers is adjusted based on said informa-
tion regarding said moisture condition.

8. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said image processor
is in communication with and updates the control system of
the defogger system of said vehicle with information regard-
ing said moisture condition.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the operation of said
defogger system is controlled based on said information
regarding said moisture condition.

10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said image pro-
cessor is in communication with and updates the control
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system of the headlights of said vehicle regarding the
operating speed of the windscreen wiper system of said
vehicle.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the brightness of
the headlights of said vehicle is adjusted based on said
operating speed.

12. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising a test
pattern placed upon said diffusion surface.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said image pro-
cessor determines said moisture condition from the degree
of blurring of said image of said test pattern.

14. A method for analyzing an image of a windscreen of
a motor vehicle, comprising the steps of:

correcting vertical compression of said image;

comparing the brightness of a region of said image to a

predetermined threshold of brightness;

determining moisture condition of said region based upon

the results of said comparing step; and

updating said predetermine threshold of brightness.

15. A method for controlling the operation of the wind-
screen wiper system of a motor vehicle, comprising the steps
of:

monitoring light reflected from a portion of a windscreen

of said motor vehicle;
creating an image of the moisture condition on said
portion of said windscreen based on said reflected light;

analyzing said image to determine the configuration of
light intensities in predetermined zones of said image;
and

determining from said configuration the moisture condi-

tion of said windscreen.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising the step
of:

storing a predetermined moisture condition profile in a

processor; and

comparing said determined moisture condition to said

predetermined moisture condition profile to create a
moisture condition comparison.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising the step
of:

recording droplet size and percent moisture coverage

when a driver actuates the wipers of said windscreen
wiper system;

creating a driver parameter preference profile in a pro-

cessor; and

comparing said determined moisture condition to said

driver preference profile to create a moisture condition
comparison.

18. The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps
of:

transmitting a moisture signal based on said moisture

condition comparison to the control system of the
windscreen wipers of said vehicle; and

controlling said windscreen wipers based on said moisture

command signal.

19. The method of claim 16, further comprising the steps
of:

transmitting a wiper speed signal representing said oper-

ating speed of said windscreen wipers to the control
system of the headlights of said vehicle; and
controlling said headlights based upon said wiper signal.

20. The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps
of:

transmitting a moisture signal based on said moisture

condition comparison to the control system of said
vehicle; and

10

15

20

25

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

controlling the defogger system based on said defogger
command signal.

21. The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps

of:

transmitting a moisture signal representing said moisture
condition to the control system of the headlights of said
vehicle; and

adjusting the headlights based on said moisture signal.

22. A method for controlling the operation of the wind-
screen wiper system of a motor vehicle, comprising the steps
of:

providing a diffusion surface spaced within the passenger
compartment of said vehicle apart from an illumination
source and from the windscreen of said motor vehicle
such that at least a portion of light from said illumina-
tion source is reflected from said diffusion surface onto
said windscreen;

placing a test pattern upon said diffusion surface;

monitoring light reflected from said portion of the wind-
screen;

creating an image of said test pattern based on said
monitored light;

analyzing said the degree of blurriness of said test pattern
in said image; and

determining from degree of blurriness the moisture con-
dition of said windscreen.

23. An apparatus for detecting moisture droplets on the

windscreen of a motor vehicle, comprising:

a light source mounted within said motor vehicle;

diffusion surface spaced within said motor vehicle apart
from said light source for reflecting light rays from said
light source onto said windscreen;

light sensor spaced within said motor vehicle apart from
said windscreen and said diffusion surface for detecting
light rays reflected from said windscreen; and

image processor in communication with said light source
and said light sensor for creating an image representing
said moisture droplets and creating information regard-
ing the moisture condition of said windscreen based
upon said image, and in communication with the wind-
screen wiper control system of said vehicle for adjust-
ing the operating speed of said windscreen wipers
based on said information regarding said moisture
condition.

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein said image pro-
cessor determines said moisture condition of said wind-
screen based upon the intensity of light in predetermined
zones of said image.

25. The apparatus of claim 24, further comprising:

a test pattern placed upon said diffusion surface wherein
said image processor determines said moisture condi-
tion from the degree of blurring of said image of said
test pattern.

26. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein said image pro-
cessor is in communication with the defogger control system
of said vehicle for controlling the operation of said defogger
system based on said information regarding said moisture
condition, and in communication with headlight control
system of said vehicle for adjusting the brightness of the
headlights of said vehicle is adjusted based on said operating
speed.

27. An apparatus for detecting moisture on the windscreen
of a motor vehicle, comprising:

illumination source mounted within said motor vehicle for
transmitting light rays onto said windscreen;

light sensor spaced within said motor vehicle apart from
said windscreen and said illumination source, said light
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sensor for detecting light rays reflected from said said moisture on said windscreen based upon input
windscreen; and from said light sensor.

image processor in communication with said light sensor,
said image processor for creating an image representing L



