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FIG. 2

200
START ’

IDENTIFY PRIVACY CRITERIA L 202
FOR A CONTACT

:

PROCESS THE PRIVACY CRITERIA
TO IDENTIFY THE CONTACT
INFORMATION THAT IS 204
AUTHORIZED TO BE INCLUDED
IN THE NETWORK-BASED
PHONEBOOK OF A SUBSCRIBER

20\8
ONTACT BLOCK UNAUTHORIZED CONTACT
INFCORMQ%ON INFORMATION FROM BEING
AUTHORIZED? INCLUDED IN THE NETWORK-BASED
' PHONEBOOK

INCLUDE THE AUTHORIZED
CONTACT INFORMATION INTHE ~ ™~206
NETWORK-BASED PHONEBOOK




U.S. Patent

302+

Feb. 22, 2011 Sheet 3 of 4 US 7,894,859 B2
FIG. 3
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1
PRIVACY PROTECTION IN
NETWORK-BASED PHONEBOOKS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention is related to the field of communication
networks and, in particular, to providing privacy protection
for information that is included in network-based phone-
books.

2. Statement of the Problem

People use multiple different access devices and services
for communicating with one another. For instance, an indi-
vidual may have a mobile phone for placing calls, a mobile
phone or PC having email capability, a mobile phone or PC
having Instant Messaging (IM) capability, etc. Each one of
these access devices/applications typically has the function-
ality for some type of a contact list, address book, phonebook,
etc. A mobile phone typically has a phonebook that is man-
aged and maintained on the phone by the individual. An email
application on a PC typically has a contact list that is managed
and maintained on the PC by the individual. An IM applica-
tion on a PC or mobile phone typically has a buddy list that is
managed and maintained by the individual. Unfortunately,
the individual has to manage and maintain these separate lists
on one or more access devices.

Some service providers are offering a network-based
phonebook service that allows an individual to store his/her
contact lists, buddy lists, address books, etc., in a centralized
phonebook that is stored in the network. Copies of the net-
work-based phonebook can then be downloaded to the access
devices (mobile phone, PC, etc.) of the individual. If a change
or addition is made to the phonebook on an access device,
then the master copy of the phonebook on the network is
automatically updated. The network-based phonebook
allows for a single, synchronized phonebook that is acces-
sible and updateable from almost any access device. Also, if
a mobile phone is lost or a PC is damaged, then the network-
based phonebook will be safe in the network.

When setting up the network-based phonebook, an indi-
vidual may enter one or more contacts and information asso-
ciated with the contact(s). The contact information may
include one or more telephone numbers for the contact, an
email address for the contact, a mailing address, etc. In some
of the network-based phonebook services, the network also
identifies certain contact information that is available to the
network, and includes that contact information in the net-
work-based phonebook. The network may identify a presence
and/or status of the contact on the network, such as whether
the mobile device of the contact is registered with a wireless
network, whether the contact is logged in to his/her email,
whether the contact has signed on for IM, etc. The network
may identify a location of a contact using a mobile device and
include the location of the contact in the network-based
phonebook.

One problem with present network-based phonebook ser-
vices is that some of the contact information included in the
phonebook may be considered private by the contacts. For
instance, one contact may not want to have his/her location
published in a network-based phonebook for a subscriber to
view. Another contact may not want the network-based
phonebook to indicate that he/she is available though a
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mobile phone during work hours. The contacts presently do
not have control over what information is published in the
network-based phonebook.

SUMMARY OF THE SOLUTION

The invention solves the above and other problems by
providing a mechanism to protect private information of con-
tacts from being included in network-based phonebooks.
Contacts may define privacy criteria that are used to filter the
contact information included in network-based phonebooks.
By filtering the contact information, private information of
the contacts can advantageously be blocked from being
included network-based phonebooks. Such a protection was
not previously available.

One embodiment of the invention is a phonebook system
that provides a network-based phonebook service to sub-
scribers. A network-based phonebook service allows the sub-
scribers to set up network-based phonebooks, where each
phonebook includes one or more contacts and associated
contact information. The network-based phonebooks are
stored in a phonebook database of the phonebook system.
Before contact information for a contact is included in a
network-based phonebook for a subscriber, a processing sys-
tem of the phonebook system identifies privacy criteria for a
contact listed in the phonebook. The privacy criteria may be
predefined by the contact, predefined by the service provider,
or predefined by another entity. The processing system then
processes the privacy criteria to identify the contact informa-
tion for the contact that is authorized to be included in the
network-based phonebook for the subscriber. The processing
system may then include the authorized contact information
in the network-based phonebook for the subscriber. The pro-
cessing system may also block the unauthorized contact
information from being included in the network-based
phonebook for the subscriber.

The invention may include other exemplary embodiments
described below.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The same reference number represents the same element
on all drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a communication network in an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a method of operating a
phonebook system in an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 illustrates a network-based phonebook as stored in
a phonebook database in an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a network-based phonebook as provided
by an application in a mobile device in an exemplary embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1-4 and the following description depict specific
exemplary embodiments of the invention to teach those
skilled in the art how to make and use the invention. For the
purpose of teaching inventive principles, some conventional
aspects of the invention have been simplified or omitted.
Those skilled in the art will appreciate variations from these
embodiments that fall within the scope of the invention.
Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the features
described below can be combined in various ways to form
multiple variations of the invention. As a result, the invention
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is not limited to the specific embodiments described below,
but only by the claims and their equivalents.

FIG. 1 illustrates a communication network 100 in an
exemplary embodiment of the invention. Communication
network 100 may comprise a wireless network, a wireline
network, an IMS network, or a combination of networks.
Communication network 100 is adapted to provide a net-
work-based phonebook service through phonebook system
102 to a subscriber 110 of the service. The network-based
phonebook service provides a centralized phonebook for sub-
scriber 110 that is stored and maintained in communication
network 100. Subscriber 110 may access the network-based
phonebook through multiple access devices. In FIG. 1, sub-
scriber 110 is illustrated as being able to access the network-
based phonebook through a mobile device 112 and a PC 122.
Mobile device 112 communicates with phonebook system
102 through a base station 114, a Mobile Switching Center
(MSC) 116, and a transport network 118. PC 122 communi-
cates with phonebook system 102 through an Internet Service
Provider (ISP) 124 and transport network 118.

Phonebook system 102 includes a processing system 104
and a phonebook database 106. Processing system 104 com-
prises any computer, integrated circuit, or logic circuitry
adapted to setup, manage, maintain, or otherwise handle net-
work-based phonebooks for subscribers of the phonebook
service. Processing system 104 refers to a single processing
device ora group of inter-operational processing devices. The
operation of processing system 104 may be controlled by
instructions executable by processing system 104. Some
examples of instructions are software, program code, and
firmware. Phonebook database 106 comprises any system(s)
or server(s) adapted to store network-based phonebooks for
the subscribers of the phonebook service. Processing system
104 and phonebook database 106 may be included in the same
network node or may be distributed among multiple network
nodes.

The network-based phonebooks stored by phonebook
database each include one or more contacts and associated
contact information. According to features and aspects
herein, phonebook system 102 operates differently than prior
systems to protect against private contact information of a
contact from being published or included in the network-
based phonebooks. Assume for example that subscriber 110
has subscribed to a network-based phonebook through
phonebook system 102. FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a
method of operating phonebook system 102 in an exemplary
embodiment of the invention. The steps of method 200 will be
described with reference to FIG. 1. The steps of the flow chart
in FIG. 2 are not all inclusive and may include other steps not
shown.

To protect against publishing private contact information,
processing system 104 identifies privacy criteria for a contact
in the network-based phonebook in step 202. Privacy criteria
comprises any information or data used to determine what
contact information is allowed to be included in a network-
based phonebook. The privacy criteria may be defined by the
contact, by the service provider offering the network-based
phonebook service, or by another entity. The service provider
may provide a web site to allow a contact to define privacy
criteria through a PC or other web-enabled device, or may
provide another mechanism that allows the contact to define
the privacy criteria through a mobile device or other device.
The service provider may also define default privacy criteria
that the contact may change as desired.

In step 204, processing system 104 processes the privacy
criteria to identify the contact information for the contact that
is authorized to be included in the network-based phonebook.
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If certain contact information is authorized according to the
privacy criteria, then processing system 104 includes the
authorized contact information in the network-based phone-
book in step 206. If certain contact information is not autho-
rized according to the privacy criteria, then processing system
104 blocks the unauthorized contact information from being
included in the network-based phonebook in step 208. By
filtering the contact information based on the privacy criteria
before the contact information is included in the network-
based phonebook, private information of the contact may be
excluded from the network-based phonebook and/or other
network-based phonebooks. Method 200 may be performed
for one or more of the contacts in the network-based phone-
book.

Method 200 may be invoked by different triggers. For
instance, if a contact changes their privacy criteria, then pro-
cessing system 104 may identify the network-based phone-
books of which that contact is included, and perform method
200 to determine which contact information is authorized and
which contact information is not authorized based on the new
privacy criteria. Another trigger may be if phonebook system
102 identifies new contact information for a contact, or iden-
tifies a change to the contact information for the contact.
Responsive to the new or changed contact information, pro-
cessing system 104 performs method 200 to determine
whether the new or changed contact information should be
included in one or more network-based phonebooks. Another
trigger may be if subscriber 110 attempts to enter new contact
information for the contact in a network-based phonebook.
Another trigger may be a time change based on the contact’s
time criterion. There may be many other triggers for method
200 to provide protection of private information for the con-
tacts in the network-based phonebook.

FIG. 3 illustrates a network-based phonebook 300 as stored
in phonebook database 106 in an exemplary embodiment of
the invention. Phonebook database 106 may store many
phonebooks, such as phonebook 300, for many subscribers.
In this embodiment, phonebook 300 includes a plurality of
entries 302. Each entry identifies a contact and information
associated with the contact. A contact may be identified by a
name, a nickname, a user name, etc. The contact information
may include any information that is desirable to be included
in phonebook 300. As an example, the contact information
may include one or more directory numbers of the contact, an
email address of the contact, and a mailing address of the
contact. The contact information may also include a presence
of the contact on the communication network 100. The pres-
ence indicates the means by which the contact can commu-
nicate (also referred to as communication capabilities), such
as voice (landline phone, mobile phone, etc.), video, email,
Short Message Service (SMS or Multimedia Message Ser-
vice (MMS)), Instant Message (IM), text message, voice
mailbox (VMB), etc. The contact information may also
include an indication of the status of the contact on commu-
nication network 100. For instance, status may indicate that
the contact is logged onto email and his’her mobile device is
registered. The contact information may also include the
location of a contact, such as a geographic location (e.g.,
latitude/longitude or address), a network location, or another
location of the contact. The contact information may also
include an indication of mood, such as smile, cry, angry,
surprise, confuse, embarrassed, sad, disappointed, etc. The
contact can provision mood criteria for phonebook subscrib-
ers. The contact information may also include a note the
contact leaves in the network which the subscribers can
retrieve from the network phonebook. An example of a note
from a contact could be “I am vacationing in Italy”.
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Network-based phonebook 300, as stored in phonebook
database 106, is accessible to subscriber 110 through access
devices (see FIGS. 1-2). Mobile device 112 and PC 122 each
include an application 113 and 123, respectively, that
accesses network-based phonebook 300 as stored in phone-
book database 106. If application 113 is invoked in mobile
device 112, then application 113 transmits a request for an
update for the network-based phonebook 300 to phonebook
system 102. The request may include an indicator for sub-
scriber 110 or an indicator for mobile device 112. Responsive
to the request, processing system 104 locates the network-
based phonebook 300 for subscriber 110 in phonebook data-
base 106. Processing system 104 makes a copy of the net-
work-based phonebook 300, and transmits the copy of the
network-based phonebook 300 to mobile device 112. Appli-
cation 113 is thus updated with the most current version of the
network-based phonebook 300. Application 113 periodically
requests updates from phonebook system 102, such as
through registration requests that are typically used by mobile
device 112 to re-register with communication network 100.
Application 123 in PC 122 operates substantially similar to
obtain a copy of the network-based phonebook 300 for view-
ing by subscriber 110.

FIG. 4 illustrates mobile device 112 displaying the net-
work-based phonebook 300 in an exemplary embodiment. In
this embodiment, mobile device includes a display 402 and
controls 404, such as buttons, a pointing device, etc. When
application 113 receives the copy of network-based phone-
book 300, application 113 processes the information to dis-
play Contacts 1-4 and their associated contact information on
display 402. In this embodiment, four Contacts are illustrated
but more or less contacts may be included in other embodi-
ments. The contact information for Contacts 1-4 includes
presence, status, and location information. The actual contact
information shown for each contact depends on the privacy
criteria defined by each contact.

For instance, Contact 1 includes a presence of voice, video,
email, IM, and text as illustrated by the icons next to Contact
1. Status information for Contact 1 is also illustrated by a box
around the appropriate presence icon of Contact 1. The box
around the voice icon means that the mobile device (or other
phone) of Contact 1 is registered with communication net-
work 100. The box around the email icon means that Contact
1 is currently logged into his/her email server. The box around
the text icon means that Contact 1 is able to receive text
messages. The lack of a box around the video icon means that
Contact 1 does not have his/her video camera active. The lack
of a box around the IM icon means that Contact 1 has not
logged in to the IM service. Similar presence and status
information is included for Contacts 2-4.

If subscriber 110 operating mobile device 112 selects one
of the contacts, such as Contact 1, then more contact infor-
mation may be provided for Contact 1. For instance, applica-
tion 113 in mobile device 112 may display location informa-
tion for Contact 1, such as on a map to show the geographic
location of Contact 1.

The contact information in the network-based phonebook
300 illustrated in FIGS. 3-4 may be provided by subscriber
110. For instance, subscriber 110 may add a new entry in
network-based phonebook 300 through mobile device 112 or
PC 122, or may edit an existing entry. Responsive to the
addition or edit by subscriber 110, application 113 or 123
transmits the update to phonebook system 102. Phonebook
system 102 then amends the network-based phonebook 300
for subscriber 110 based on the updates, if the updates are
authorized by the privacy criteria for the contacts.
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Phonebook system 102 may also provide some of the con-
tact information in the network-based phonebook 300. For
instance, phonebook system 102 may be able to identify a
location for a contact, such as by querying network nodes (not
shown) having location information for network users.
Phonebook system 102 may also be able to provide status of
a contact on communication network 100, such as by query-
ing a subscriber database (not shown) to determine if amobile
device of the contact is presently registered, or by querying an
email server to determine if the contact is presently logged
onto his/her email or IM service.

According to the present state of the art, phonebook system
102 includes all of the contact information for the contacts in
network-based phonebook 300. If the contact information is
provided by subscriber 110, then phonebook system 102
includes the contact information in network-based phone-
book 300 for subscriber 110. If the contact information is
provided by phonebook system 102 (e.g., location or status
information), then phonebook system 102 includes the con-
tact information in network-based phonebook 300. Accord-
ing to features and aspects herein, phonebook system 102
processes privacy criteria before including contact informa-
tion in network-based phonebook 300 so that unauthorized
(private) contact information is not included in network-
based phonebook.

Contact information of a contact may be included in net-
work-based phonebooks unless the contact takes the active
step of defining the privacy criteria to block certain contact
information. Alternatively, the service provider may define
default privacy criteria to protect information that the service
provider or society may deem private. The contact may then
have to take the active step of changing the default privacy
criteria to allow certain contact information or block other
contact information. For instance, the location of a contact
may be deemed private, and the contact would have to change
the default privacy criteria in order to allow their location to
be included in network-based phonebooks.

As described above, the privacy criteria may take on many
forms. In one example, the privacy criteria may include sub-
scriber criterion. Subscriber criterion comprises any data
regarding subscribers having a network-based phonebook
that is used to filter which contact information is included in
the network-based phonebook. The subscribers may be iden-
tified by a directory number, a name, a SIP URI or other
network address, etc. Through the subscriber criterion, a con-
tact may define which subscribers are allowed to include
particular contact information in their network-based phone-
book. For instance, the contact may define a black-list of
subscribers not authorized to include contact information of
the contact their network-based phonebook. Similarly, the
contact may define a white-list of subscribers that are autho-
rized to include contact information of the contact their net-
work-based phonebook.

In another example, the privacy criteria may include time
criterion. Time criterion comprises any data regarding time
periods used to filter which contact information is included in
a network-based phonebook. Through the time criterion, a
contact may define particular time periods in which particular
contact information is included in or blocked from a network-
based phonebook. A time period may be defined by a start
time (e.g., month/date, hour, minute, etc.) and an end time.
The contact may define one or more time periods in which
contact information is not authorized to be included in a
network-based phonebook. For instance, a contact may
define that their contact information is not to be included in a
network-based phonebook during the night-time period. The
contact may additionally or alternatively define one or more
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time periods in which contact information is authorized to be
included in a network-based phonebook. For instance, a con-
tact may define that their contact information is authorized to
be included in a network-based phonebook during the work-
day period or during the daytime period.

In another example, the privacy criteria may include loca-
tion criterion. Location criterion comprises any data regard-
ing the location of a contact that is used to filter which contact
information is included in a network-based phonebook. The
location of a contact may be a geographic location, a network
location, or any other location of the contact. A contact may
define a black-list of locations that are not authorized to be
included in a network-based phonebook. Similarly, the con-
tact may define a white-list of locations of the contact that are
authorized to be included in a network-based phonebook.

In another example, the privacy criteria may include com-
munication criterion. Communication criterion comprises
any data regarding the presence and/or status of the contact
that is used to filter which contact information is included in
a network-based phonebook. Through the communication
criterion, a contact may define which presence and/or status
information of the contact is authorized to be included in a
network-based phonebook. Similarly, the contact may define
particular presence and/or status information that is not
authorized to be included in a network-based phonebook.

The above-described criteria may be combined by a con-
tact to form the desired privacy criteria of the contact. As an
example, a contact may want to define what contact informa-
tion (e.g., presence, status, and location) is included in their
boss’s network-based phonebook. The contact may define the
privacy criteria such that during the work day time period, the
phonebook of the boss indicates that the contact is available
through the office phone, office email, and a mobile phone.
The contact may further define that the location of the contact
is authorized to be included in the phonebook of the boss
during the work day time period. The contact may further
define the privacy criteria such that after the work day time
period, the phonebook of the boss indicates that the contact is
unavailable, only available through office email, or only
available through another means. The contact may further
define that the location of the contact is not authorized to be
included in the phonebook of the boss after the work day.

In a similar manner, the contact may want to define what
contact information is included in their friend’s network-
based phonebook. The contact may define the privacy criteria
such that during the work day time period, the phonebook of
the friend only indicates that the contact is available through
text messaging. The contact may further define that the loca-
tion of the contact is not authorized to be included in the
phonebook of the friend during the work day. The contact
may further define the privacy criteria such that after the work
day time period, the phonebook of the friend indicates that the
contact is available through a mobile phone, a home phone,
private email, IM, and text messaging. The contact may fur-
ther define that the location of the contact is authorized to be
included in the phonebook of the friend after the work day.

Although specific embodiments were described herein, the
scope of the invention is not limited to those specific embodi-
ments. The scope of the invention is defined by the following
claims and any equivalents thereof.

We claim:

1. A phonebook system for providing a network-based
phonebook, the phonebook system comprising: a phonebook
database adapted to store a network-based phonebook for a
subscriber, wherein the network-based phonebook includes
at least one contact; and a processing system adapted to
identify privacy criteria for the at least one contact in the
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network-based phonebook, process the privacy criteria to
identify contact information for the at least one contact that is
authorized to be included in the network-based phonebook
for the subscriber, and include the authorized contact infor-
mation in the network-based phonebook for the subscriber;
wherein the processing system is further adapted to block the
unauthorized contact information from being included in the
network-based phonebook for the subscriber.

2. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes a black-list of
subscribers not authorized for particular contact information.

3. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes a white-list of
subscribers authorized for particular contact information.

4. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes a time period
during which particular contact information is not authorized
to be included in the network-based phonebook.

5. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes a time period
during which particular contact information is authorized to
be included in the network-based phonebook.

6. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes at least one loca-
tion that is not authorized to be included in the network-based
phonebook.

7. The phonebook system of claim 1 wherein the privacy
criteria for the at least one contact includes presence infor-
mation of the at least one contact that is not authorized to be
included in the network-based phonebook.

8. A method of providing a network-based phonebook for
a subscriber, the method comprising: storing the network-
based phonebook for the subscriber, wherein the network-
based phonebook includes at least one contact; identifying
privacy criteria for the at least one contact in the network-
based phonebook; processing the privacy criteria to identify
contact information for the at least one contact that is autho-
rized to be included in the network-based phonebook for the
subscriber; and including the authorized contact information
in the network-based phonebook for the subscriber; and
blocking the unauthorized contact information from being
included in the network-based phonebook for the subscriber.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the at least one contact includes a black-list of subscribers not
authorized for particular contact information.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the at least one contact includes a white-list of subscribers
authorized for particular contact information.

11. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the at least one contact includes a time period during which
particular contact information is not authorized to be included
in the network-based phonebook.

12. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the at least one contact includes a time period during which
particular contact information is authorized to be included in
the network-based phonebook.

13. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the at least one contact includes at least one location that is not
authorized to be included in the network-based phonebook.

14. The method of claim 8 wherein the privacy criteria for
the atleast one contact includes presence information of the at
least one contact that is not authorized to be included in the
network-based phonebook.

15. A method of operating a communication network for
providing a network-based phonebook service, the method
comprising:
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storing a network-based phonebook for a subscriber,
wherein the network-based phonebook includes at least
one contact;

identifying privacy criteria for the at least one contact
responsive to a trigger;

processing the privacy criteria to identify contact informa-
tion for the at least one contact that is authorized to be
included in the network-based phonebook for the sub-
scriber;

including the authorized contact information in the net-
work-based phonebook for the subscriber;

blocking the unauthorized contact information from being
included in the network-based phonebook for the sub-
scriber;
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receiving a request for the network-based phonebook from
an access device of the subscriber; and
transmitting a copy of the network-based phonebook to the
access device of the subscriber responsive to the request.
16. The method of claim 15 wherein the trigger comprises
a change to the contact information for the at least one con-
tact.
17. The method of claim 15 wherein the trigger comprises
a change to the privacy criteria of the at least one contact.
18. The method of claim 15 further comprising:
providing a mechanism to allow the at least one contact to
define the privacy criteria.
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