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[57] ABSTRACT 
A battery monitoring system has an LED matrix dis 
playing plural battery group conditions. The matrix has 
a column de?ning reference row of LED indicators, 
each active LED representing an adjacent voltage 
range. The reference row is responsive to an average 
battery voltage of plural battery groups. Aligned in 
columns with the reference row LED’s are plural LED 
rows, each row representing an individual battery 
group. An active LED indicatesan individual battery 
group voltage of the corresponding individual battery 
group. Analog multiplexing of scanned battery group 
voltages are sequentially applied to the matrix rows at a 
scan rate greater than the visual persistence of the 
LED’s so that at any given moment, an LED appears 
active in each row as well as in the reference row. To 
focus on a single battery group, a scan switch interrupts 

gi?gikiteigli """"""" application of scanned battery voltages. A digital dis 
Dieu 324/434 play also selectively indicates either overall plural bat 
Fathi 324/435 tery groups voltage or individual battery group voltage. 
Bishop ............ .. 324/434 

Whitmire et a1. ................. .. 324/434 19 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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BATTERY MONITORING SYSTEM OF CELL 
GROUPS AND DISPLAY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to systems for continuously 
monitoring the state of battery systems. In particular, 
the invention pertains to the monitoring of aspects of 
the state of cell groups for batteries used for emergency 
lighting and other systems’ batteries requiring a state of 
readiness over extended time periods. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In a variety of applications, storage cells arranged in 
batteries are used to power various types of equipment, 
such as emergency lighting and battery powered vehi 
cles. 

Typically, present monitoring and warning systems 
report on battery system failure or inadequacy as a‘ 
whole, rather than indicating the speci?c cells or cell 
groups at fault. Such systems rarely provide advanced 
warning of a possible failure and are generally incapable 
of indicating trends in the quality of the battery system. 
This inability to provide early warning of impending 
failure can result in unnecessary destruction of the en 
tire battery system, resulting in costly failure and possi 
bly unfortunate safety consequences. 
Thus it would be desirable to provide battery moni 

toring apparatus capable of early detection of impend 
ing battery cell group failure. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

Battery monitoring apparatus in accordance with this 
invention generally comprises one or more batteries 
having a plurality of cells or cell groups, means for 
sampling the battery voltage of one or more cells or cell 
groups of the battery and means for reporting as to the 
battery conditions of one or more cells individually. 
Means for integrating the conditions of a plurality of 
cell groups, each group containing one or more cells is 
provided for assessing the overall condition of the bat 
tery. 

Additional features in accordance with the invention 
includes means for displaying an indication re?ecting 
the overall voltage condition of the batteries, means for 
switching the battery scan rate, and interrupting the 
scan speci?cally to monitor individual selected battery 
rows. Thus, the system provides for identifying individ 
ual or combinations of cell groups that may be over or 
undercharged, exhibiting a variety of symptoms such as 
shorted cells, sulfation or loose battery connections. 
Means are provided for automatically resuming scan 
ning of cell groups after a preset interval following 
manual operation inspecting the condition of cell 
groups. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The nature of the invention described herein may be 
best understood and appreciated by the following de 
scription taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of the overall 

system of the invention; , ' 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view of a display panel of the 
system depicted in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a more detailed block diagram of the system 

_ depicted in FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a portion of the display 
panel condition of equal battery cell group voltage, in 
accordance with this invention; 
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a portion of the display 

panel of FIG. 2 whereby one of the battery cell groups 
is of unequal voltage, in accordance with this invention; 
and 
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an arrangement of bat 

teries disposed in cabinets for monitoring in accordance 
with this invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

With particular reference to FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 6, a 
battery monitoring system 10 in accordance with this 
invention generally comprises a display panel 12 having 
an array of indicator lamps 14 arranged in a matrix, each 
row of which representing separate battery cell groups 
or battery A“shelves” 16. LED’s are preferably used, 
though it should be recognized that liquid crystal dis 
plays and other visual displays are meant to be included 
with reference to the terminology of the indicator lamps 
14. A digital readout indicator 18 responsive to the 
selected one of indicator lamps 14 is provided for dis 
playing the voltage of an individual cell or cell groups. 
By cell group, it is meant to mean any one or more cells 
or groups of batteries to be tested at a given time. In this 
particular example, a cell group is a row of batteries 17 
on a shelf 16 of a cabinet 15. ' 

To best understand the manner in which the system 
operates, an example of a battery system is provided of 
the type which may be- used for supplying power for 
emergency lighting systems, though it should be recog 
nized that the battery monitoring system may be used in 
other environments where battery system monitoring is 
bene?cial. 
Assume that the system is a 4000 vA system in which 

a battery voltage of 72 volts is required. Those batteries 
are supplied in the form of two bat-teries per “shelf’ 16. . 
In this examplefa cell group would be a “shelf’ of 
batteries. A 

Each cabinet 15 typically can have up to 5 shelves of 
batteries. Each shelf 16 of batteries is represented on a 
display panel by a row of LED’s. In addition, a refer 
ence row of LED’s appears at the top in alignment with 
the rows. Thus in this example, 5 rows of LED’s be 
neath the reference LED are shown, each row repre 
senting a shelf. On each shelf are two batteries. In a 
system up to 4000 volt amperes, a 72 volt system would 
normally be used, which would have only 3 shelves. 
Above 4000 vA, a 120 volt DC system would be used, 
which would be typically a 5 shelf system. A system 
may have more than one cabinet which can be sepa 
rately and sequentially monitored by the system. Here, 
for example, the monitoring of cabinet “A” lasts for 4 
seconds after which the indicator monitors the next 
cabinet in sequence. 
With particular reference to FIG. 2, the display panel ‘ 

12 for the system is shown which comprises an array 20 
for displaying relative conditions of battery shelve 16. 
The array 20 comprises a reference row 24 of a plurality 
of LED’s, 26 here showing 10 LED’s. The reference 
row 24 represents a visual indication of the composite 
average voltage of the group of battery shelves being 
measured at any given time, thus providing an average 
indication of the overall voltage of a battery cabinet 15. 
The particular one of lamp'26 illuminated represents a 
particular average voltage. The reference LED illumi 
nated in the reference row 24 displays an indication 
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representing the overall average voltage of the 5 
shelves as compared to a reference voltage. 
For example, 5 rows of batteries at 24 volts each 

would result in a total voltage of 120 volts. This divided 
by 5 rows equals 24 volts, which would be the reference 
voltage a lamp corresponding to 24 volts would appear 
illuminated in the top or reference row of the display. 
Beneath the reference row 24 are a plurality of rows 28, 
30, 32, 34, 36 here labeled rows 1-5 of lamps 14. Each 
lamp 14 in row 1 to 5 represents a voltage established 
for the system and when illuminated corresponds to the 
voltage of a particular battery shelf in the system. Thus, 
each of rows 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 represents a battery shelf 
or group of batteries being monitored. The LED 26 
illuminated in reference row 24 represents the average 
voltage of the rows beneath which are illuminated. 
Ten columns of LED’s are present. Column 8 repre 

sents an indication that the unit is fully charged. If the 
system is properly charging, all LED’s in the 8th col 
umn will remain lit. If column 9 or 10 is active or lit, one 
or more of the batteries are in an overcharged state. An 
alarm 38 is typically coupled to be actuated if the volt 
age causes illumination of the LED in the 10th column. 
Typically, the columns are set for 2.4 volt increments 
for each lamp. 
A scan rate switch 40 provides for disabling the auto 

matic scanning system and for monitoring individual 
groups of batteries or individual shelves. A digital read 
out 41 provides an indication of which cabinet 15 is 
being monitored at a given time 
With particular reference to FIG. 3, interface circuits 

60, 60', are each coupled to a battery cabinet 28, 28’. 
Symbolically, interface cabinets #B through D are 
shown schematically in FIG. 6, it being understood that 
the number of interfaces corresponds to the number of 
battery cabinets which are used and thus being moni 
tored by the display for a given system. 
The interface circuits 60, 60' comprise input divider 

and ?lter circuits 62, 62’ each coupled to corresponding 
battery cabinets 28, 28’. Normally open relay circuits 
64, 64' or analog switches are coupled to and are re 
sponsive to the input divider and ?lter circuits 62, 62’ to 
selectively to deliver a signal corresponding to the volt 
ages of the battery shelves 16. The relay circuits 64, 64’ 
are coupled to and are responsive to relay driver cir 
cuits 66, 66’ which selectively close the relay during the 
scan process to correspond to the particular battery sets 
(or battery shelves in the cabinet) 22, 22' which are 
being monitored. . 

- A programming switch, represented by the clip 
switches 68, 68' are coupled to the relay driver circuits 
66, 66' to cause the relay circuits 64, 64’ to send speci?c 
voltage signals corresponding to particular battery shelf 
voltage indications to a signal bus 70. 

Thus, the interface circuits 60 respond to BCD data 
according to the setting of the programmable switches 
68. When the decoded BCD data matches the corre 
sponding setting of the program switches 68, the inter 
face relay circuits 64 transfers the ?ltered and divided 
voltages of that particular battery set to the signal bus 
70. 
The interface circuits 60, 60' are coupled to the signal 

bus 70 which ultimately delivers the signals represent 
ing voltage indications of cell groups depending upon 
the particular time frame of the scanning cycle. The 
signal bus 70 typically will have a plurality of conduc 
tors 74, 74’, each of which conductor corresponds to a 
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single voltage indication for a battery shelf 16. The 1 

4 
signal bus 70 represented here is an analog bus which 
signal is later converted into a digital signal displayed 
upon the readout'panel 18. 

‘A programmable down counter 80 wired as a fre 
quency divider is coupled to the relay circuits 66, 66' via 
the octal decoders 72, 72’. It supplies BCD data for 
calling up battery terminal sample points to the signal 
bus 70. The typical sampling rate for a selected battery 
set is approximately 4 seconds. Thus, every 4 seconds, 
all cell groups of a particular cabinet have been sam 
pled. BCD coded switch 82 is coupled to the program 
mable down counters 80 to call up terminal sample 
points to the signal bus 70. 

Coupled to the programmable down counter 80 is a 
timer 84 such as an LM556 wired as a dual astable oscil 
lator. The function of the timer 84 is to supply clock 
pulses to the inputs 86 of down counter 80 and down 
counter 98. One output 92 is approximately set at 4 
second intervals (0.25 Hz) while an output 94 is approxi 
mately set at 0.0025 seconds (400 Hz). 
A differential analog multiplexing switch 100 is cou 

pled to the output 96 of a down counter 98 for receiving 
its BCD data as coded by BCD switch 104. The multi-, 
plexing switch 100 decodes the BCD data from the 
divide by N down counter 98 and connects X and Y 
inputs and supplies X and Y channel outputs 102. By 
way of this example, the X and Y channel inputs pro 
vide the following X and Y channel outputs according 
to the following table: 

TABLE I 

Diff. 
BCD Voltages on Signal Buss Volt. Active 

Code +12 +9.6 +7.2 +4.8 +2.4 0 X-Y Row 

101 X Y 2.4 V l 
001 X Y 2.4 V 2 
110 X Y 2.4 V 3 
010 X Y 2.4 V 4 
100 X Y 2.4 V 5 
900 Reset 

to 101 

A higher voltage variation at any given X, Y input 
will result in a higher or lower differential voltage at the 
X, Y output. 
For example, if X at address 010 is 3.8 volts and Y at 

address 010 is 2.4 volts, the differential voltage at the X, 
Y output is 3.8-2.4: 1.4 volts differential. 
The differential voltage at the X, Y output is fed into 

the + and — inputs of a differential ampli?er and pres 
caler 110 which references the resulting output voltage 
to Vss. The prescaler 110 calibrates the resulting output 
voltage for input to the scan bar/dot driver 120. 
The bar/ dot driver 120 responds to the input from the 

ampli?er/prescaler 110 by bringing one of the ten col 
umns of LED’s 14 to an active low status in synchroni 
zation with a BCD decoder 130 which brings one of the 
?ve rows to an active high status. This provides suf? 
cient forward current to illuminate one of the ?fty 
LEDs in the dot matrix. 

Provided the BCD data that is being supplied to both 
the analog multiplexer 100 and the BCD decoder 130 is 
cycled substantially above the ?icker perception of the 
eye, a single vertical line of LED’s will appear to be 
illuminated simultaneously yet respond independently 
to its corresponding row input. Thus, with reference to 
FIG. 4, the lit row indicates test batteries are equal with 
respect to a terminal voltage, but with reference to 
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FIG. 5, an indication is provided that the cell groups are 
equal except for row 2. 
The bar/dot display driver 122 is wired and cali 

brated so as to provide a variable reference indicator 
which responds to the voltage level of th entire DC 
system voltage. Its purpose is to provide a visible refer 
ence point with which to evaluate the scanned individ 
ual battery voltages. 
Thus, by way of example, if the column 8 LED in the 

reference row 24 is illuminated, column 8 of rows 1 
through 5 should be illuminated. If one or more rows 
differ from this, a potential problem may be recognized. 
The number of shifted positions of an indicator would 
indicate the severity of the problem. 
A 3% digit panel meter 18 has its input controlled via 

the scan control 140. Normally this meter 18 indicates 
the entire system DC voltage. 
A quad analog switch 142 such as an MC 14066 and 

an IC timer 144 such as an LM555 provide a time delay, 
typically set for a 30 second period, to enable individual 
display of a row of batteries on a shelf. Normally, the 
LM555 timer output is low. The output is inverted to a 
high state, turning on two of the four analog switches in 
the quad analog switch 142 such as an MC14066. Input 
/output #1 converts the DPM(+) input to the divided 
value of the entire system battery voltage. Input/ output 
#3 counts the 400 hz clock pulses from the 556 timer 84 
to the programmable down counter 98. 
When the scan control 140 is activated, the timer 144 

output goes to a high state and the 30 second time per 
iod begins. Input/output 1 & 3 of analog switch 142 are 
turned off and input/output of 2 and 4 are turned on. 
The astable operation of the timer 84 is inhibited. The 
Vss reference voltage of the differential amplifier 110 is 
directed to the (+) input of the DPM 18 via in/out #2 
of the analog switch 142 which allows the DPM 18 to 
display accurately the reading of the corresponding 
individual batteries being monitored. 
The control of the scanning sequence is con?gured 

such that each additional actuation of the scan control 
button 40 and the scan control 140 supplies one clock 
pulse to the BCD down counter 80 thereby manually 
controlling the scanning process. Additionally, each 
actuation of the scan control switch 140 resets the 30 
second delay of the timer 144. In this con?guration the 
Q0 output of the BCD counter 98 is connected to the‘ 
clock input of the counter via the MC14066 in/out #4 
of the quad analog switch 142. This causes one clock 
pulse at the clock input of the counter 98 for each com 
plete scan of a given battery set allowing the scan pro 
cess to proceed sequentially from cabinet to cabinet 
under manual control. If the scan control 140 is not 
actuated for 30 seconds the output of the 555 timer 144 
will return to a low state which reinstates the high 
speed automatic sampling process of the system. 
A digital readout 18 coupled to the quad analog 

switch 142 is provided for monitoring voltages, and 
depending on the setting of the system, either the volt 
age of the entire overall battery system, or a particular 
battery or cell group. Adjacent to the digital readout 18 
are a leds 150 and 152 for indicating whether the digital 
readout is displaying a system DC voltage or a battery 
row voltage. 

In operation, the plural interface circuits 60, 60' se 
quentially couple the differential analog multiplexer to 
separate plural groups of batteries 22, 22’, whereby 
separate battery groups can be scanned at sequential 
time intervals. Thus, for four seconds, the voltages of 
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6 
batteries 22 of cabinet A are applied to the multiplexer 
100, and then during the next four seconds, batteries 22' 
of cabinet B are applied to the multiplexer 100, followed 
by four seconds for cabinet C and four seconds for 
cabinet D. The cabinet being monitored is indicated by 
the readout 41 on the display panel. . 
During the ?rst interval, the voltage potential across 

each of the cell groups of the batteries 22 in the ?rst 
cabinet is applied to the input divider 62. A differential 
reference voltage is used so that it is only necessary to 
apply the voltages as set forth in Table I. The voltages 
representations are decoded and applied by the bar dot 
driver 122 to the matrix 20 so that each row 28, 30, 32, 
34, 36 of the matrix 20 beneath and aligned with the 
reference row 24 represents an individual battery group 
within cabinet A, and the reference row 24 represents 
the average voltage of the battery group. The lamp lit in 
the reference row 24 determines the average voltage, 
within a limited range, of the battery groups in cabinet 
A, and then successively in cabinets B, C and D during 
the subsequent sampling sequence. The lamp lit in the 
succeeding rows beneath the reference row represents 
the voltage, within a limited range, of individual battery 
groups in cabinet A. In the event that a overcharge 
condition exists, a high charge indicator is activated. 
Upon pressing the scan control switch 40, the voltage 

of a particular battery group within cabinet A, repre 
sented by the voltage in one of the rows 28, 30, 32, 34, 
36, can be individually examined, as the voltage will 
appear in the digital display 18. After examining a single 
battery group, a time delay permits the digital display to 
return to displaying the average voltage of the plural 
battery groups of cabinet A. 
A system DC voltage lamp 150 provides an indica 

tion on the panel 12 that the average battery voltage is 
appearing on the digital readout. A battery row voltage 
lamp 152 provides an indication on the panel 12 that the 
scanning has been halted and that the voltage appearing 
on the digital readout 18 is that of a single battery 
group. _ 

Though battery and battery group and shelves of 
batteries have been referred to in speci?c examples, it 
should be recognized that apparatus in accordance with 
this invention may be used to monitor battery cells and 
cell groups to the extent that voltage potential indica 
tions attached to individual cells or cell groups can be 
provided. The term cell group is intended to include 
and be the equivalent of the terms “battery” and battery 
shelf. . ' 

While the invention has been. described with refer 
ence to speci?c forms thereof, it will be understood that 
changes and modi?cations may be made within the 
spirit and scope of this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Battery monitoring apparatus for observing the 

charge condition of a plurality of battery cell groups, 
each cell group comprising at least one cell, comprising: 

a display panel having a multiplicity of visual display 
means for providing a separate quantitative indica 
tion of the charge condition of each one of the 
plurality of cell groups being monitored and of the 
plurality of cell groups collectively; 

means for driving the visual display means in re 
sponse to a measured voltage potential related to 
the condition of each cell group to cause the visual 
display means to exhibit separate quantitative vi 
sual displays corresponding to the measured volt 
age potential of each cell group; and 
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means for coupling the driving means to plural cell 
groups; 

whereby the quantitative charge condition of a single 
cell group and of a plurality of cell groups may be' 
individually determined by observation of said 5 
display panel to provide for diagnosis of cell group 
conditions for purposes of monitoring and replace 
ment. 

2. The invention as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
apparatus includes digital readout means in synchroni- 10 
zation with said visual display means to provide a visual 
digital indication responsive to the charge condition 
visual display means of the separate cell groups. 

3. The invention as set forth in claim 2 and including: 
means for sequentially scanning the electrical condi- 15 

tion of plural cell groups; 
means for interrupting a scanned display of plural cell 

groups for inspection of the electrical condition of 
a single cell group and for substantially simulta 

' neously separately displaying the condition of the 
cells of plural cell groups upon such interruption; 
and 

means for converting the indication relating to the 
single cell group being inspected from a collective 
indication to individual indications and causing the 
driver means to cause the visual display means to 
display an indication of the charge condition of the 
cells of a single cell group. 

4. The invention as set forth in claim 3 and including 
means for providing an indication signal composite 
voltage condition of the plural cell groups sampled; and 
means for displaying the composite signal. 

5. The invention as set forth in claim 1 and including 
digital display means for reading composite voltage 35 
conditions of plural cell groups; and wherein each of 
said visual display means comprise a plurality of adja 
cent indicators, each set of indicators being responsive 
to the voltage indication of a single cell group, each set 
having plural indicators, each of said indicators of a set 40 
being responsive to said driving means to represent a 
given voltage range of a cell group whereby only one 
indicator of each set responsive to the measured voltage 
is displayed in an “on” condition at any one time. 

6. The invention as set forth in claim 5 and including 45 
multiplexing means for sampling voltages of plural cell 
groups and delivering a decoded signal representative 
of the voltage of each cell group at staggered time sepa 
rated intervals to the indicator sets representative of the 
speci?c cell group sampled, the indicators of each indi- 5Q 
cator set having a period of visual persistence and the 
time intervals until the indicators of a given set are 
refreshed being less than the persistence of the indica 
tors of each indicator set, whereby the indicators of the 
voltages of plural cell groups being scanned at substan- 55 
tially time discrete and spaced apart intervals sampling 
intervals, are simultaneously displayed individually by 
the indicator sets, visually in a continuously active state, 
the staggered sampling and application of signals to the 0 
separate indicator sets being substantially imperceptible 60 
to the observer. 

7. Batter monitoring apparatus comprising: 
an electrical battery arrangement comprising a plu 

rality of cell groups, each cell group having at least 
a single electrical cell, each cell group having a 65 
measurable voltage; 

means for remotely sampling the voltage of the cell 
groups individually; 

8 
means for automatically scanning the charge condi 

tions of the cell groups and clusters thereof; 
a display panel having a multiplicity of visual quanti 

tative display means each having a multiplicity of 
visual indicators for separately visually displaying 
a selected one of plural quantitative indications in 
response to the voltage of a cell group sampled, the 
visual display means further including second simi 
lar visual quantative display means for providing a 
reference indication related to the overall charge 
condition of the electrical battery arrangement; 

means for driving the multiplicity of visual display 
means and second display means, the' driving 
means being responsive to the overall condition of 
the electrical battery arrangement and the condi 
tion of individual cell groups being sampled to 
effect apparent simultaneous display of the overall 
condition and the condition of the individual cell 
groups; and 

means coupling the driving means to plural cell 
groups; 

whereby individual charge conditions of a plurality 
of cell groups may be compared to the overall 
condition of the battery arrangement for purposes 
of monitoring and replacement. 

8. The apparatus as set forth in claim 7 and in which 
the plural quantitative indicators have a visual persis 
tence, the apparatus also including means for scanning 
and displaying the charge condition of a multiplicity of 

0 cell groups at sufficiently rapid intervals to overcome 
the level of persistence of the indicators and thereby 
appear to simultaneously and individually display volt 
age levels of separate cell groups. 

9. The apparatus as set forth in claim 8 and including 
means for manually interrupting the scanning of clusters 
of cell groups for individually monitoring and display 
ing the voltage condition of an individual cell group, 
whereby attention can be focussed on the condition of 
individual cell groups, and means for restoring the auto 
matic scanning to display the overall condition of the 
battery arrangement. 

10. The apparatus as set forth in claim 9 and in which 
the plural indicators comprise a set of plural visual 
indicators responsive to each cell group, each of said 
plural visual indicators providing a display uniquely 
identifying a particular voltage range whereby it can be 
visually determined whether the activated voltage 
range indication is above or below a nominal voltage, 
and wherein there is included means for displaying a 
composite reference indication responsive to plural cell 
group voltages. 

11. A battery discharge monitoring system compris 
ing: 

an electrical battery arrangement comprising a plu 
rality of cell groups, each cell group having at least 
a single electrical cell; 

means for providing a reference voltage; 
interface means for remotely sampling the voltage 

condition of individual cell groups with respect to 
the reference voltage; ' 

a visual display panel having a multiplicity of visual 
display means each comprising plural indicators for 
quantitatively providing a visual display in re 
sponse to the relationship of the voltages sensed, 
said plural indicators of said multiplicity of visual 
display means separately and substantially simulta 
neously indicating a condition of plural cell groups; 
and 
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reference indication means for displaying a charge 
condition responsive to the overall condition of the 
electrical battery arrangement whereby the plural 
indicators responsive to the condition of the cell 
groups may be visually compared with the refer 
ence indication means to view and compare the 
condition of separate cell groups to the condition 
of the reference indication means; 

whereby conditions of plurality of cell groups may be 
individually determined for purposes of monitor 
ing, maintenance and replacement. 

' 12. The system as set forth in claim 11 and in which 
the reference means comprises a reference row of said 
visual display means for illuminating and providing a 15 
visual indicator corresponding to an average voltage of p 
a plurality of cell groups. 

13. The system as set forth in claim 12 and in which 
the visual display comprises discrete visual indicators 
for a multiplicity of different charge ranges. 

14. The system as set forth in claim 13 and in which 
said visual display panel includes a dot matrix of lamps 
providing said indicators, and further comprising a scan 
bar dot matrix driver coupled to said lamps. 

15. The system as set forth in claim 14 and in which 
the system includes a programmable decoder coupled 
to a relay for providing relative voltages for each of the 
plural battery groups, and a programmable down 
counter coupled to the relay driver for selectively deliv 
ering an indication of the voltage level at time intervals. 

16. The system as set forth in claim 15 and including: 
a differential analog multiplexer coupled to a BCD 

input representative of separate cell groups during 
a particular time interval; 

20. 
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10 
differential ampli?er prescaler means for providing 
an average voltage indication signal to said refer 
ence row for providing a visual indication related 
to the average voltage condition of the plural cell 
groups; and 

scan bar driver means responsive to the analog multi 
plexer, the scan bar driver being coupled to the 
lamp dot matrix for providing a visual display of 
individual cell groups. 

17. The system as set forth in claim 16 and in which 
the lamp dot matrix comprises a plurality of rows, each 
row representing a different cell group, and in which 
the lamp being lit is representative of a voltage range for 
the cell group. 

18. The system as set forth in claim 17 and in which 
the reference row comprises a plurality of lamps dis 
posed in alignment with the lamp dot matrix, the refer 
ence row being responsive to the average voltage of the 
cell groups of the arrangement so as to illuminate a lamp 
representative of the average voltage range for the 
battery arrangement, whereby voltage ranges respon 
sive to separate cell groups may be individually com 
pared to the voltage range lamp of the reference row; 
and 

wherein said interface means has plural input circuits 
for sequentially coupling the differential analog 
multiplexer to separate plural groups of batteries, 
whereby separate battery groups can be scanned at 
sequential time intervals. 

19. The system as set forth in claim 18 and including 
means for cycling the BCD data to the analog multi 
plexer and the BCD decoder above the ?icker'percep 
tion of the human eye, whereby indicators of multiple 
rows appear to be simultaneously illuminated. 

* * * t * 
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