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TABLECLOTH COVERING AND METHOD 
OF COVERING AND SKIRTING A TABLE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application is a continuation of currently pend 
ing U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/609,369, ?led Dec. 12, 
2006, Which is a continuation of Us. patent application Ser. 
No. 11/074,091, ?led Mar. 7, 2005, now US Pat. No. 7,178, 
470, Which is a continuation-in-part of currently pending U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/767,131, ?led Jan. 29, 2004, 
Which in turn claims the bene?t of Us. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 60/532,121, ?led Dec. 23, 2003. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to the ?eld of tablecloth coverings 
and more particularly, to ?tted tablecloth coverings that may 
be a?ixed to a table, and a method of covering and skirting a 
table. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Tables used in, for instance, trade shoWs have been utiliZed 
for many years. The tables typically have several standard 
siZes. The visual appeal of the presentation is closely related 
to the success of the product being advertised. 

HoWever, these tables are typically used many times over 
leading to Wear and tear. Therefore, these tables used for trade 
shoWs generally require a covering to be placed over the top 
surface and partially doWn the side of the table in order to 
dress up the table and to better present the product being 
advertised. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the current industry Way of 
topping trade shoW tables 10 is utiliZing a White vinyl material 
12 that comes on, for instance, rolls 14, that is then cut by 
hand using scissors 16 to ?t the approximate siZe of the table 
and then is stapled to the side of the table 10 using an indus 
trial staple gun 18. A fabric skirt is then attached to the edge 
of the table, also by stapling. This approach has many draW 
backs. 

For instance, because the material 12 comes on a roll 14 
and is manually cut to siZe, it is generally cut much larger than 
needed and sometimes under cut, therefore creating Wasted 
material. 

Another problem is that current installation of the vinyl to 
the tabletop is to staple the material 12 directly to the sides of 
the table 10. The staples 20 damage the Wood upon insertion 
and When the vinyl 12 is removed after the shoW; it is torn off 
leaving the staples 20 in the table. This greatly reduces the life 
span of the table as Well as many Wasted man hours removing 
the staples 20 by hand using a staple removal tool 22 (see FIG. 
3). 

Still another problem is that as the staples 20 accumulate on 
the side of the table 10, it becomes increasing di?icult to 
install the vinyl top and skirting. Also, as the tables 10 are 
removed as Well as brought to the events they are placed on 
table dollies (not shoWn). During this procedure it is very 
common for equipment handlers to become injured from 
protruding staples. In addition, during such events, exhibitors 
themselves and attendees can become injured as Well as cloth 
ing and trade shoW materials can become damaged from 
protruding un-removed staples. 

Finally, the current installation procedure is time consum 
ing With the vinyl material 12 coming on a roll 14 making it 
cumbersome to handle. For example, the roll 14 is heavy, 
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2 
typically Weighing from 25 to 100 pounds, and thus, is hard to 
carry and manage in order to cut in siZes and thereafter to 
apply on the tables. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

What is desired then is an apparatus and method that Will 
address the aforementioned problems. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a tablecloth that may conveniently and quickly be 
a?ixed to a table and to provide an appealing visual presen 
tation. 

This and other objects of the invention are achieved by 
providing a tablecloth that is pre-siZed according to standard 
table dimensions. 
Some of the bene?ts to use of the present invention include 

for instance, there is no Wasted material because the table 
cloth is pre-cut to the correct siZe. 

In addition, the installation and removal of the tablecloth 
take very little time and pre-made tablecloths alloW for a more 
exact piece count When, for instance, shipping to a shoW site. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, a method 
of covering a table having a tabletop of predetermined dimen 
sions and having a top surface and a plurality of side surfaces, 
includes the steps of: (i) providing a plurality of table covers, 
each of the plurality of table covers including a top cover 
having a generally polygonal contour With a plurality of sides 
at an outer periphery thereof, and a plurality of side drops for 
covering the side surfaces of the tabletop, each side drop 
extending generally orthogonally doWnWardly from a respec 
tive one of the sides of the top cover to a free edge, and a 
plurality of pre-?tted comers, each comer de?ned by tWo 
adjacent side drops permanently attached to one another 
along abutting ends thereof, Wherein the top cover of each of 
the plurality of table covers has different dimensions than the 
top surface of each other of the plurality of table covers; (ii) 
selecting one of the plurality of table covers having a top 
surface With dimensions suitable for covering the tabletop of 
the table; (iii) ?tting at least one of the pre-?tted corners of the 
selected table cover onto a corner of the tabletop of the table; 
(iv) pulling and extending the selected table cover across over 
other comers of the tabletop of the table; and (v) ?tting all 
remaining pre-?tted corners of the selected table cover onto 
corresponding comers of the tabletop of the table such that the 
table is covered and ready for use. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a 
method of covering a plurality of tables, each having a table 
top of predetermined dimensions, includes the steps of: (i) 
providing a plurality of table covers, each of the plurality of 
table covers having a top cover With a plurality of sides at an 
outer periphery thereof and a plurality of side drops, each side 
drop extending generally doWnWardly from one of the sides 
of the top cover to a free edge, and a plurality of pre-?tted 
corners, each comer de?ned by tWo adjacent side drops per 
manently attached to one another along abutting ends thereof; 
(ii) selecting a ?rst table cover from the plurality of table 
covers having a top surface With dimensions generally corre 
sponding to the dimensions of the tabletop of a ?rst table; (iii) 
?tting at least one of the pre-?tted corners of the ?rst table 
cover onto a corresponding comer of the tabletop of the ?rst 
table; (iv) pulling and extending the ?rst table cover across 
over other corners of the tabletop of the ?rst table; (v) ?tting 
all remaining pre-?tted comers of the ?rst table cover onto 
corresponding corners of the tabletop of the ?rst table such 
that the ?rst table is covered and ready for use; (vi) selecting 
a second table cover from the plurality of table covers having 
a top surface With dimensions generally corresponding to the 












