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ABSTRACT

A reflective impedance element is connected to a port of a
composite right/left-handed transmission line, and operates
at a predetermined operating frequency so that an impedance
when the reflective impedance element is seen from the port
becomes a pure imaginary number jB. A reflective impedance
component is connected to a port of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line, and operates at the predetermined
operating frequency so that an impedance when the reflective
impedance element is seen from the port becomes —jB.
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MICROWAVE RESONATOR CONFIGURED
BY COMPOSITE RIGHT/LEFT-HANDED
META-MATERIAL AND ANTENNA
APPARATUS PROVIDED WITH THE
MICROWAVE RESONATOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a meta-material (ar-
tificial structure apparatus) having a function to permit or
inhibit the propagation of electromagnetic waves, and relates
to a microwave resonator configured to include a composite
right/left-handed meta-material whose effective permittivity
assumes any one of positive, negative and zero values and
whose effective permeability assumes any one of positive,
negative and zero values on the other hand, an antenna appa-
ratus with use of the microwave resonator, and a band-pass
filter apparatus and a band-stop filter apparatus with use of the
microwave resonator. It is noted in the present specification
that the microwaves mean, for example, microwaves in the
frequency bands of not lower than the UHF (Ultra High
Frequency) band, millimeter waves, quasi-millimeter waves,
and terahertz waves.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] The meta-material is an artificial structure that
behaves unlike materials in the natural world with respect to
electromagnetic waves including light, and is sometimes
referred to as a material having a negative refractive index.
[0003] Conventionally, a microwave resonator configured
to include a composite right/left-handed meta-material using
the meta-material has been proposed. In this case, the “right-
handed system” indicates a propagation state of electromag-
netic waves having such a directional relation that the electric
field vector, the magnetic field vector, and the wave number
vector of electromagnetic waves constitute a right-handed
system, and indicates such a propagation state of forward
waves that the direction of the transmission power of electro-
magnetic waves (direction of group velocity) and the direc-
tion of the phase plane (direction of phase velocity) are
directed to the same direction. This state is possible in a
medium and a structure body of which the effective permit-
tivity and permeability both have positive values. In addition,
the “left-handed system” indicates a propagation state of
electromagnetic waves having such a directional relation that
the electric field vector, the magnetic field vector, and the
wave number vector of electromagnetic waves constitute a
left-handed system, and indicates such a propagation state of
backward waves that the direction of the transmission power
of electromagnetic waves and the direction of the phase plane
are directed to opposite directions to each other. This state is
possible in a medium and a structure body of which the
effective permittivity and permeability both have negative
values.

[0004] There are proposed several methods for constituting
meta-materials, and the two of a resonant type meta-material
and a transmission line (non-resonant) type meta-material
can be enumerated as representative examples. The former
resonant type meta-material is configured to include a com-
bination of magnetic and electric resonators that respond to
the magnetic field and electric field components of external
electromagnetic fields as represented by a combination of a
split ring resonator and thin lines configured to include metal
strips. In this structure, the effective permittivity or perme-

May 16, 2013

ability exhibits an anti-resonance characteristic, and there-
fore, a loss exerts a very large influence in the vicinity of the
resonance frequency. On the other hand, in the latter trans-
mission line type meta-material, the structure body is config-
ured by using the fact that the general propagation style of
electromagnetic waves can be described by a transmission
line model. The conventional one-dimensional right-handed
meta-material structure that permits forward wave propaga-
tion has such a ladder type structure that an inductive element
is inserted in its series branch and a capacitive element is
inserted in its parallel branch (hereinafter also referred to as a
shunt branch), in contrast to which the one-dimensional left-
handed meta-material structure has such a structure that its
capacitive element is inserted in the series branch and its
inductive element is inserted in the parallel branch in order to
make the effective permittivity and permeability values nega-
tive. Many of the transmission line type meta-materials,
which do not exhibit the anti-resonance characteristics in the
effective permittivity and permeability, therefore has such a
feature that it has a loss lower than that of the aforementioned
resonant type. Since the transmission line type meta-material
operates as a right-handed meta-material, and a left-handed
meta-material, a single negative meta-material in which
either one of permittivity or permeability becomes negative
and the other becomes positive, or a meta-material in which
the effective permittivity or permeability is zero depending on
the operating frequency band, it is called a composite right/
left-handed meta-material.

[0005] In general, the effective permittivity and permeabil-
ity of the composite right/left-handed meta-material assume a
value of zero at different frequencies. In the above case, in a
band between adjacent frequency at which the permittivity is
zero and the frequency at which the permeability is zero,
either one of permittivity and permeability assumes a nega-
tive value, and the other assumes a positive value. In this case,
the propagation conditions of electromagnetic waves are not
satisfied, and a forbidden band is formed. The meta-material
operates as a left-handed meta-material since permittivity and
permeability are both negative in a band on the lower side of
this forbidden band or operates as a right-handed meta-ma-
terial since they have positive values in a band on the upper
side. When the frequencies at which the permittivity and
permeability become zero coincide with each other, no for-
bidden band (band-gap) is formed, and the left-handed trans-
mission band and the right-handed transmission band are
continuously connected together. Such a meta-material is
called the balanced composite right/left-handed meta-mate-
rial, and the opposite type is called the unbalanced composite
right/left-handed meta-material. In the balanced composite
right/left-handed meta-material, not only the forbidden band
is not generated but also the group velocity does not become
zero even at a frequency at which the phase constant is zero,
providing such a feature that transfer of power can be effi-
ciently performed.

[0006] A first report concerning a zeroth-order resonator
was provided in the Patent Documents 1 and 2 and the Non-
Patent Document 1. This is configured by providing open or
short-circuited ends at both the terminals of a composite
right/left-handed transmission line of a finite length config-
ured to include a plurality of unit cells. The resonator has such
enumerable features that:
[0007] (i) the resonator resonates at a resonance fre-
quency determined only by the structural parameters of
the unit cells regardless of the line length; and
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[0008] (ii) the amplitude and the phase of the electro-
magnetic field distribution in the resonator become uni-
form at the time of resonance.

[0009] The resonance frequency of the zeroth-order reso-
nator corresponds to a frequency at which the phase constant
is zero (effective permittivity is zero or effective permeability
is zero) in a dispersion diagram (relation between operating
frequency and propagation constant (hereinafter, also
referred to as a phase constant)) that provides the propagation
characteristics of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line.

[0010] Such a resonance condition that the resonance fre-
quency is not related to the line length can be obtained in
either case where both the terminals of the composite right/
left-handed transmission line are open terminals or short-
circuited terminals. When both the terminals are open termi-
nals, resonance occurs at a frequency corresponding to zero
effective permittivity of the line that constitutes the zeroth-
order resonator. When both the terminals are short-circuited,
resonance occurs at a frequency corresponding to zero effec-
tive permeability. Therefore, it has been the designing method
of the conventional resonator that the operating frequency of
the zeroth-order resonator is varied depending on when both
the terminals are made to be open or short-circuited in the
case where the unbalanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line is used.

[0011] Since the amplitude and the phase become uniform
in the electromagnetic field distribution inside the zeroth-
order resonator, it is possible to constitute an antenna of a
sharp directivity and a high gain by applying a composite
right/left-handed transmission line configured to include a
large number of unit cells to an antenna. In addition, several
reports of applications of zeroth-order resonators to antenna
elements have already been provided (See, for example, the
Non-Patent Documents 2 and 3).

[0012] However, in the zeroth-order resonator configured
by employing an unbalanced composite right/left-handed
transmission line whose frequency at which the effective
permittivity is zero and frequency at which the effective per-
meability is zero are varied, the group velocity also disadvan-
tageously becomes zero by its nature at the frequency at
which the phase constant is zero on the dispersion curve that
represents the propagation characteristics of the line. Accord-
ingly, there has been such a problem that, when the number of
unit cells that constitute the resonator is increased (resonator
is increased in size), no resonance operation can be obtained
because the signal cannot be propagated along the resonator.
In practice, many of the zeroth-order resonators with use of
the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmission line
proposed up to now are configured to include a comparatively
smaller number of unit cells, and they are not suitable for an
increase in the size of the antenna. For the above reasons, it is
required to constitute a line of which the group velocity is not
zero even when the phase constant is zero, and it is required to
employ a balanced composite right/left-handed transmission
line.

[0013] There has already been such a report that attempts to
design a directional antenna and improve the gain by employ-
ing the resonator as an antenna element with the zeroth-order
resonator size increased (See, for example, the Non-Patent
Documents 4, 5 and 6). According to the reports of the Non-
Patent Documents 4 and 5, a one-dimensional zeroth-order
resonator configured to include such a composite right/left-
handed transmission line that capacitors are periodically
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inserted in the series branch of the micro-strip line and short-
circuit stubs are periodically inserted as inductive elements in
the parallel branch is adopted in each case. In addition,
regarding improvements in the directivity and the radiation
gain of the antenna having a large number of unit cells, only
numerical calculation results have been reported. On the
other hand, the Non-Patent Document 6 describes an appli-
cation of a two-dimensional zeroth-order resonator config-
ured to include a composite right/lefi-handed meta-material
structure configured to include a combination of a dielectric
resonator and parallel plate lines as a directional antenna
element.

[0014] Further, a filter, a power distributor, an oscillator and
so on can be enumerated as applications other than the
antenna, and several report examples are provided (See, for
example, the Non-Patent Document 7).
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

[0024] The prior art zeroth-order resonator corresponded to
either one of series resonance in the series branch by short-
circuiting both the terminals of a finite light transmission line
that constitutes the zeroth-order resonator or parallel reso-
nance in the parallel branch by opening both the terminals.
Therefore, a zeroth-order resonator in a double resonance
state in which the series resonance and the parallel resonance
coexist has not yet been reported so far.

[0025] An object of the present invention is to solve the
aforementioned problems and provide a microwave resonator
capable of actualizing a zeroth-order resonator in a double
resonance state in which the series resonance and the parallel
resonance coexist, as well as an antenna apparatus, a band-
pass filter apparatus and a band-stop filter apparatus with use
of the microwave resonator.

Solution to Problem

[0026] According to the first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a microwave resonator including a
microwave transmission line configured by cascade-connect-
ing at least one unit cell between first and second ports. The
unit cell includes a series branch circuit equivalently includ-
ing a capacitive element, a parallel branch circuit equivalently
including an inductive element, and at least one transmission
line part. Each unit cell of the microwave transmission line
has such a circuit configuration that the microwave transmis-
sion line has a predetermined phase constant in a dispersion
curve that indicates a relation between an operating frequency
of'a microwave signal inputted to the microwave transmission
line and a phase constant of the microwave transmission line.
The microwave transmission line includes a first port and a
second port. The microwave resonator includes first and sec-
ond reflective impedance circuits. The first reflective imped-
ance circuit is connected to the first port of the microwave
transmission line, and is configured to operate so that an
impedance when the first reflective impedance circuit is seen
from the first port becomes a first impedance at a predeter-
mined operating frequency. The second reflective impedance
circuit is connected to the second port of the microwave
transmission line, and is configured to operate so that an
impedance when the second reflective impedance circuit is
seen from the second port becomes a second impedance at the
predetermined operating frequency. An imaginary part of the
first impedance and an imaginary part of the second imped-
ance have signs different from each other, and a magnitude of
the imaginary part of the first impedance and a magnitude of
the imaginary part of the second impedance are substantially
equal to each other.

[0027] In the above-mentioned microwave resonator, the
first impedance is a predetermined pure imaginary number,
and the second impedance is a pure imaginary number con-
jugate with the first impedance.

[0028] In addition, in the microwave transmission line, the
capacitive element is a microwave element whose effective
permeability in an electromagnetic wave mode of propaga-
tion in the transmission line is negative, and the inductive
element is a microwave element whose effective permittivity
in the electromagnetic wave mode of propagation in the trans-
mission line is negative.
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[0029] Further, in the microwave transmission line, the
microwave transmission line includes a dielectric substrate
having a grounding conductor on its reverse face; a micro-
strip line formed on the dielectric substrate; a plurality of
capacitors configured to connect mutually adjacent line parts
obtained by separating the micro-strip line into a plurality of
the line parts; and a plurality of inductive stub conductors
configured to connect the line parts to the grounding conduc-
tor.

[0030] According to the second aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided an antenna apparatus including the
microwave resonator. The antenna apparatus further includes
a feeding circuit connected to one of the first reflective imped-
ance circuit and the second reflective impedance circuit, the
feeding circuit configured to output a microwave signal
received by the microwave resonator.

[0031] Inthe above-mentioned antenna apparatus, the first
reflective impedance circuit includes first impedance chang-
ing means that changes the first impedance, and the second
reflective impedance circuit includes second impedance
changing means that changes the second impedance. The
antenna apparatus further includes control means configured
to control each of the first and second impedance changing
means to change a polarization direction of the microwave
signal received by the microwave resonator.

[0032] In addition, the antenna apparatus further includes
received power detecting means configured to detect a
received power of the microwave signal outputted from the
feeding circuit. The control means changes the polarization
direction of the microwave signal received by the microwave
resonator so that the received power is maximized on the basis
of the detected received power.

[0033] Further, in the antenna apparatus, the first and sec-
ond impedances discretely change.

[0034] Still further, in the antenna apparatus, the first and
second impedances continuously change.

[0035] Still further, in the antenna apparatus, each of the
first and second reflective impedance circuits includes a var-
actor diode and an inductor.

[0036] In addition, in the antenna apparatus, each of the
first and second reflective impedance circuits includes a phase
shifter and a transmission line.

[0037] According to the third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a band-pass filter apparatus including
the microwave resonator. The microwave transmission line is
an unbalanced microwave transmission line. The first reflec-
tive impedance circuit includes first impedance changing
means that changes the first impedance, and the second
reflective impedance circuit includes second impedance
changing means that changes the second impedance. The
band-pass filter apparatus further includes control means con-
figured to control each of the first and second impedance
changing means to change a band-pass frequency of the band-
pass filter apparatus.

[0038] According to the fourth aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a band-stop filter apparatus including
the microwave resonator. The microwave transmission line is
an unbalanced microwave transmission line. The first reflec-
tive impedance circuit includes first impedance changing
means that changes the first impedance, and the second
reflective impedance circuit includes second impedance
changing means that changes the second impedance. The
band-stop filter apparatus further includes control means con-
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figured to control each of the first and second impedance
changing means to change a band-stop frequency ofthe band-
stop filter apparatus.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0039] According to the microwave resonator ofthe present
invention, the first reflective impedance circuit that is con-
nected to the first port of the microwave transmission line and
operates in a manner that the impedance when the first reflec-
tive impedance circuit is seen from the first port becomes the
first impedance at the predetermined operating frequency,
and the second reflective impedance circuit that is connected
to the second port of the microwave transmission line and
operates in a manner that the impedance when the second
reflective impedance circuit is seen from the second port
becomes the second impedance at the operating frequency are
provided. The imaginary part of the first impedance and
imaginary part of the second impedance have signs different
from each other, and the magnitude of the imaginary part of
the first impedance and the magnitude of the imaginary part of
the second impedance are substantially equal to each other.
Therefore, the zeroth-order resonator in the double resonance
state in which the series resonance and the parallel resonance
coexist between the state in which only the series resonance
of the series branch of the unit cells that constitute the micro-
wave transmission line is dominant and the state in which
only the parallel resonance of the parallel branch is dominant
can be actualized.

[0040] In addition, according to the antenna apparatus of
the present invention, the microwave resonator of the present
invention and the feeding circuit that is connected to the first
reflective impedance circuit or the second reflective imped-
ance circuit, and outputs the microwave signal received by the
microwave resonator are provided. Therefore, the polariza-
tion direction of the microwave signal to be received can be
set in an arbitrary direction between the direction parallel to
the series branch and the direction parallel to the parallel
branch of the unit cells that constitute the microwave trans-
mission line.

[0041] Further, according to an antenna apparatus of the
present invention, the first reflective impedance circuit has the
first impedance changing means that changes the first imped-
ance, and the second reflective impedance circuit has the
second impedance changing means that changes the second
impedance. The antenna apparatus further includes the con-
trol means for controlling the first and second impedance
changing means to change the polarization direction of the
microwave signal received by the microwave resonator.
Therefore, the polarization direction can be changed so that,
for example, the received power of the received microwave
signal becomes maximized.

[0042] Still further, the band-pass filter apparatus of the
present invention includes the microwave resonator of the
present invention. The first reflective impedance circuit has
the first impedance changing means that changes the first
impedance, and the second reflective impedance circuit has
the second impedance changing means that changes the sec-
ond impedance. The band-pass filter apparatus further
includes the control means for controlling the first and second
impedance changing means to change the band-pass fre-
quency of the band-pass filter apparatus. Therefore, the band-
pass filter apparatus having an arbitrary band-pass filter fre-
quency between the series resonance frequency and the
parallel resonance frequency can be actualized.
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[0043] In addition, the band-stop filter apparatus of the
present invention has the microwave resonator of the present
invention. The first reflective impedance circuit has the first
impedance changing means that changes the first impedance,
and the second reflective impedance circuit has the second
impedance changing means that changes the second imped-
ance. The band-stop filter apparatus further includes the con-
trol means for controlling the first and second impedance
changing means to change the band-stop frequency of the
band-stop filter apparatus. Therefore, the band-stop filter
apparatus having an arbitrary band-stop filter frequency
between the series resonance frequency and the parallel reso-
nance frequency can be actualized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0044] FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent
circuit model of a prior art transmission line type microwave
resonator with use of a basic composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100;

[0045] FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent
circuit model of a prior art transmission line type microwave
resonator, in which a unit cell UC,, (n=1, 2, ..., N)is indicated
simplified;

[0046] FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing one example of
the unit cell UC, of FIG. 1 having a symmetrical T-type
structure;

[0047] FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing one example of
the unit cell UC,, of FIG. 1 having a symmetrical 7 structure;
[0048] FIG. 5 is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-
acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant fp/m) in an unbalanced state in the prior art
reciprocal composite right/left-handed transmission line;
[0049] FIG. 6 is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-
acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant fp/m) in a balanced state in the prior art recip-
rocal composite right/left-handed transmission line;

[0050] FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent
circuit model of a zeroth-order resonator of a transmission
line type microwave resonator according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

[0051] FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing an input imped-
ance Z,, , seen from the port P12 of a unit cell UC, when a
port P1 of the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 of FIG. 7 is terminated by a reflective impedance element
151R having an impedance jB;

[0052] FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing an input imped-
ance Z,, , seen from a port P12 of a unit cell UC,, when the
port P1 of the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 of FIG. 7 is terminated by the reflective impedance ele-
ment 151R having the impedance jB;

[0053] FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a closed-loop
circuit of a lumped constant circuit having the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R of FIG. 7;

[0054] FIG. 11 is a plan view showing a concrete configu-
ration of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7 when a com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 is provided in
which the number N of the unit cells constituting the zeroth-
order resonator s ten and which is reciprocal;

[0055] FIG. 12 is a longitudinal sectional view across a line
A-A' of FIG. 11;

[0056] FIG.13 is alongitudinal sectional view across a line
B-B' of FIG. 11,
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[0057] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 showing a definition of radiation angles
0 and ¢;

[0058] FIG. 15 is a plan view showing a structural param-
eters La, Lb, Lc, Ld, Le, Lf, Lga and C of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of a reciprocal balanced com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100;

[0059] FIG.16 is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-
acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant pp/m) of the balanced composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 that constitutes the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;

[0060] FIG. 17 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S,; (simulation calculation
value) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is setto
zero, 50 [Q] and +o with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;

[0061] FIG. 18A is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to zero with use of
the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0062] FIG. 18B is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to 50 [Q2] withuse of
the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0063] FIG. 18C is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to +oo with use of the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0064] FIG. 19A is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on an x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to zero with use of the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0065] FIG. 19B is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on the x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to 50 [Q2] with use of the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0066] FIG. 19C is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on the x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to +co with use of the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0067] FIG.20A is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S,, (experimental measure-
ment value and simulation calculation value) of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to zero with use of
the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0068] FIG.20B is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S,, (experimental measure-
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ment value and simulation calculation value) of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to 50 [Q2] withuse of
the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0069] FIG. 20C is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S,, (experimental measure-
ment value and simulation calculation value) of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to +co with use of the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0070] FIG. 21A is a plan view showing a near magnetic
field intensity distribution (experimental measurement value)
of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B
of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to zero with
use of the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100;

[0071] FIG. 21B is a plan view showing a near magnetic
field intensity distribution (experimental measurement value)
of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B
of'the reflective impedance element 151R is set to 50 [Q2] with
use of the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100;

[0072] FIG. 21C is a plan view showing a near magnetic
field intensity distribution (experimental measurement value)
of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B
of'the reflective impedance element 151R is set to +co with use
of'the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0073] FIG. 22A is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(experimental measurement value and simulation calculation
value) on the x-z plane (when $=0) of the zeroth-order reso-
nator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflective imped-
ance element 151R is set to zero with use of the reciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0074] FIG. 22B is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(experimental measurement value and simulation calculation
value) on the x-z plane (when $=0) of the zeroth-order reso-
nator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflective imped-
ance element 151R is set to 50 [Q] with use of the reciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0075] FIG. 22C is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(experimental measurement value and simulation calculation
value) on the x-z plane (when $=0) of the zeroth-order reso-
nator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the reflective imped-
ance element 151R is set to +c0 with use of the reciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0076] FIG. 23 is a plan view showing a structural param-
eters La, Lb, Lc, Ld, Le, Lf, Lgb and C of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of a reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;

[0077] FIG. 24 is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-
acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant fp/m) of an unbalanced composite right-
handed/transmission line 100 that constitutes the zeroth-or-
der resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;

[0078] FIG. 25 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S|, (simulation calculation
value) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [Q] and +o0 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
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[0079] FIG. 26A is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to zero with use of
the reciprocal unbalanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0080] FIG. 26B is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to 50 [Q2] withuse of
the reciprocal unbalanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100;

[0081] FIG. 26C is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the reactance B of the
reflective impedance element 151R is set to +oo with use of the
reciprocal unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100;

[0082] FIG. 27A is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the number of unit
cells is changed to 30 as compared with FIG. 26A;

[0083] FIG. 27B is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the number of unit
cells is changed to 30 as compared with FIG. 26B;

[0084] FIG. 27C is a plan view showing a magnetic field
intensity distribution (simulation calculation value) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the number of unit
cells is changed to 30 as compared with FIG. 26C;

[0085] FIG. 28 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of a first implemental example of an antenna apparatus with
use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7,

[0086] FIG. 29 is ablock diagram showing a configuration
of a second implemental example of an antenna apparatus
with use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7,

[0087] FIG. 30 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of a third implemental example of an antenna apparatus with
use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7,

[0088] FIG. 31 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of an implemental example of a band-stop filter apparatus
with use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7;

[0089] FIG.32isa plan view showing a configuration of the
band-stop filter apparatus of FIG. 31;

[0090] FIG. 33 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istics (simulation calculation values) of a reflection coeffi-
cient S, and a transmission coefficient S,, when the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151 R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, in the band-stop filter apparatus of FIG.
31;

[0091] FIG. 34 is aplan view showing a configuration of an
implemental example of a band-pass filter apparatus with use
of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7,

[0092] FIG. 35 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istics (simulation calculation values) of the reflection coeffi-
cient S, and the transmission coefficient S,; when the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, in the band-pass filter apparatus of FIG.
34,

[0093] FIG. 36 is a perspective view showing a concrete
configuration of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7 when a
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 is provided
in which the number N of the unit cells constituting the
zeroth-order resonator is ten and which is nonreciprocal;
[0094] FIG. 37 is a longitudinal sectional view across the
line A-A' of FIG. 36,
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[0095] FIG. 38A is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on the x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 36 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to zero, and external
magnetization H, is applied with use of an nonreciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0096] FIG. 38B is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on the x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 36 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to 50[€2], and the external
magnetization Ho is applied with use of the nonreciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0097] FIG. 38C is a chart showing a radiation pattern
(simulation calculation value) on the x-z plane of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 36 when the reactance B of the reflec-
tive impedance element 151R is set to +o0, and the external
magnetization H is applied with use of the nonreciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100;
[0098] FIG. 39 is a circuit diagram and a plan view (note
that the number N of the unit cells constituting the zeroth-
order resonator is ten) showing a current I, that flows in
the series branch of the zeroth-order resonator and a current
1,,,» that flows in the parallel branch;

[0099] FIG. 40 is a perspective view showing a configura-
tion of an experimental apparatus for receiving radio waves
radiated from the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 by using
a horn antenna 500,

[0100] FIG. 41 is a chart showing an experimental mea-
surement value of a radiation pattern when the main polar-
ization direction 0 of the horn antenna 500 of FIG. 40 is set
to 45 degrees and the experimental measurement value of a
radiation pattern in the case where the main polarization
direction 6 is set to —45 degrees; and

[0101] FIG. 42 is aplan view showing an electric fieldE,
when the reactance B of the reflective impedance element
151R is set to a value between zero and + in the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0102] Preferred embodiments of the present invention will
be described hereinafter with reference to the drawings. Inthe
preferred embodiments, components similar to each other are
denoted by the same reference numerals.

[0103] Inaddition, in the present specification, mathemati-
cal numbers inserted between square brackets in which math-
ematical expressions are inputted in image form, and math-
ematical expression numbers inserted between round
brackets in which mathematical expressions are inputted in
symbolic form are used in mixture. In addition, it is defined
that mathematical expression numbers are used given to the
tail parts of seriated mathematical expressions in the form of
“Expression (1) (there are some mathematical expressions
to which no mathematical expression numbers are attached)
in the present specification.

1. Basic Configuration of Composite Right/Left-Handed
Transmission Line 100

[0104] The basic configuration of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 employed in a transmission line
type microwave resonator according to an embodiment of the
present invention is first described with reference to FIGS. 1
to 6. FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit
model of the prior art transmission line type microwave reso-
nator with use of a basic composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100, and FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an
equivalent circuit model of the prior art transmission line type
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microwave resonator, in which the unit cell UC,, (n=1, 2, . ..
, N) is indicated simplified. The transmission line type micro-
wave resonator of FIG. 1 is configured to include a composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 having a finite length,
and terminal loads 151 and 152 connected to the respective
terminals of the composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100 so as to reflect a transmission signal. Further, the
configuration of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 is such a ladder type transmission line structure
that a plurality N of unit cells UC,, UC,, UC,,, each of which
has a size sufficiently smaller than the wavelength of the
transmission signal, are cascade-connected. In this case, the
unit cell UC,, is a minute component of two-terminal pair
network as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

[0105] Further, as shown in FIG. 1, the unit cell UC,, has
such a configuration that a series resonator circuit having a
capacitive element having a capacitance C; and an inductive
element having an inductance L is equivalently inserted in
the series branch of a transmission line part 61 that constitutes
the composite right/lefi-handed transmission line 100, and a
parallel resonator circuit that has a capacitive element having
a capacitance Cx and an inductive element having an induc-
tance L, is equivalently inserted in the parallel branch. In this
case, the inductive element having the inductance Lz and the
capacitive element having the capacitance Cy correspond to
the inductive element of the series branch and the capacitive
element of the parallel branch, respectively, which are
innately owned by or inserted in the right-handed transmis-
sion line. On the other hand, the capacitive element having the
capacitance C, corresponds to the capacitive element (micro-
wave element) inserted in the series branch so that the effec-
tive permeability of an electromagnetic wave mode of propa-
gation in the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 becomes negative, and the inductive element having the
inductance [; corresponds to the inductive element (micro-
wave element) inserted in the parallel branch so that the
effective permittivity of the electromagnetic wave mode of
propagation in the composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100 becomes negative.

[0106] It is noted that the objective circuits or apparatuses
as the aforementioned ladder type transmission line structure
include not only printed circuit boards, waveguides and
dielectric lines, such as strip lines, micro-strip lines, slot lines,
coplanar lines, and parallel plate lines, which are used for
microwaves, millimeter waves, quasi-millimeter waves and
terahertz waves but also all of the structures that support
waveguide modes or decay modes including plasmon, polari-
ton, magnon and the like, or combinations of them, and free
spaces describable as equivalent circuits.

[0107] In addition, the capacitive element having the
capacitance C,; may not be only capacitors often used in
electric circuits, distributed constant type capacitive elements
used in microwave and millimeter-wave circuits and the like
but also circuits or circuit elements such that the effective
permeability of the electromagnetic wave mode of propaga-
tion in the transmission line has a negative value in equiva-
lence. As concrete examples indicating the negative effective
permeability, all of microwave circuits that operate in a
guided wave mode or a decay mode having the negative
effective permeability, such as a split ring resonator made of
metal, a spatial arrangement that includes at least one mag-
netic resonator of a spiral structure, a spatial arrangement of
a dielectric resonator in a magnetic resonance state or an edge
mode of propagation along a ferrite substrate micro-strip line,
can be employed since they are described as lines in which the
circuit of the series branch operates dominantly as a capaci-
tive element. Further, the capacitive element having the
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capacitance C, may be a series connection or a parallel con-
nection of a capacitive element and an inductive element or a
combination of them other than those mentioned above. The
elements or circuit of the part to be inserted may exhibit a
capacitive property as a whole.

[0108] Further, as the inductive element having the induc-
tance L, not only lumped constant type elements such as
coils used in electric circuits, distributed constant type induc-
tive elements such as short-circuit stubs used in the micro-
wave and millimeter-wave circuits and the like but also cir-
cuits or elements such that the effective permittivity of the
electromagnetic wave mode of propagation in the transmis-
sion line has a negative value can be employed. In concrete,
all of the microwave circuits that operate in the guided wave
mode or the decay mode having a negative effective permit-
tivity, such as a spatial arrangement that includes at least one
electric resonator of a metal thin wire and a metal sphere or a
spatial arrangement of a dielectric resonator in an electric
resonance state unlimited to metals or waveguides and paral-
lel plate lines in which the TE mode is in the blocking region,
can be employed since they are described as transmission
lines in which the parallel branch dominantly operates as an
inductive element as an equivalent circuit. In addition, the
inductive element having the inductance L; may be a series
connection or a parallel connection of a capacitive element
and an inductive element or a combination of them other than
those mentioned above. A circuit or elements may be adopted
in which the part to be inserted exhibits an inductive property
as a whole.

[0109] FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing one example of
the unit cell UC, of FIG. 1 having a symmetrical T-type
structure, and FIG. 4 is circuit diagram showing one example
of the unit cell UC,, of FIG. 1 having a symmetrical 7 struc-
ture. Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the parameter Z_, represents
the impedance of the series branch of the transmission line
part 61, and the parameter Y, represents the admittance of the
parallel branch. The parameters are expressed by the follow-
ing expressions, respectively:

[Mathematical Number 1]

[Mathematical Number 2]

[0110] where, w,, is the series resonance angular frequency
of the series branch, and expressed by the following expres-
sion:

ti [Mathematical Number 3]
[0111]
0.~V LxCp (1a)

[0112] In addition, w, is the parallel resonance angular
frequency of the parallel branch, and expressed by the fol-
lowing expression:

[Mathematical Number 4]

0, VL Cr (1b)

[0113] Itis assumed below acase where the line length (i.e.,
pitch length) p of the unit cell UC,, is sufficiently smaller than
the wavelength in principle, and therefore, it is emphasized
that essentially similar results are obtained even in the case of
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T type, mtype or L type, while the line length p of the unit cell
UC,, with respect to the wavelength does not restrict the basic
operation described herein.

[0114] Inaddition, a composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 having such a reciprocal phase characteristic
that a phase constant 3, in the forward direction and a phase
constant (_ in the reverse direction are an identical value 3 is
referred to as a reciprocal composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line or a reversible composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line, and a composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100 having such an nonreciprocal phase characteristic
that the phase constant 3, in the forward direction and the
phase constant [3_ in the reverse direction are mutually differ-
ent is referred to as an nonreciprocal composite right/left-
handed transmission line or an irreversible composite right/
left-handed transmission line.

[0115] The propagation characteristics of the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 having the periodic
structure of cascade-connecting a plurality of unit cells UC,,
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 are obtained as dispersion curves
that relates between the operating frequency and the phase
constant of the propagating electromagnetic waves. FIG. 5 is
a graph showing a dispersion curves (characteristics of angu-
lar frequency w with respect to normalized phase constant
Pp/m) in the unbalanced state in the prior art reciprocal com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line. FIG. 6 is a graph
showing a dispersion curves (characteristics of angular fre-
quency o with respect to normalized phase constant pp/m) in
the balanced state in the prior art reciprocal composite right/
left-handed transmission line.

[0116] In general, the inclination of the tangent of the dis-
persion curve:

dw [Mathematical Number 5]
ap

[0117] hasadimension of velocity and represents the direc-
tion of the transmission power (pointing vector) of electro-
magnetic waves, and in contrast to this, the following expres-
sion:

o/p [Mathematical Number 6]

represents a phase velocity (in a flowing direction on an
equi-phase surface).

[0118] Inthe unbalanced state as shown in FIG. 5, it can be
understood that the series resonance angular frequency w,,
and the parallel resonance angular frequency w,,, are mutually
different in the case of the unbalanced state, and the curves are
separated into a lower frequency band and an upper frequency
band. The lower frequency band has such a state that propa-
gation of backward waves (left-handed mode) is possible so
that the direction (direction of group velocity) of the trans-
mission power of electromagnetic waves and the direction of
phase velocity become mutually opposite are possible. The
upper frequency band has such a state that propagation of
forward waves (right-handed mode) is possible so that the
direction of group velocity and the direction of phase velocity
are directed to an identical direction. In addition, no disper-
sion curve exists between the bands that represent the right-
handed (RH) mode and the left-handed (LLH) mode, and there
is a forbidden band (band-gap) in which the wave propagation
is not permitted.
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[0119] On the other hand, in the balanced state as shown in
FIG. 6, the series resonance angular frequency w,, and the
parallel resonance angular frequency w,, coincide with each
other, and the right-handed (RH) transmission characteristic
and the left-handed (LH) transmission characteristic are con-
tinuously connected, and the forbidden band disappears.
[0120] The dispersion curves in the case of the unbalanced
state in the reciprocal composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line have been described with reference to FIG. 5, in
which the dispersion curves in the case of the unbalanced
state in the nonreciprocal composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line are obtained by shifting the axis of symmetry
(straight line where §=0) of the dispersion curves of FIG. 5
from the axis of symmetry to the right or left side. In addition,
the dispersion curves in the case of the balanced state in the
reciprocal composite right/left-handed transmission line have
been described with reference to FIG. 6, in which the disper-
sion curves in the case of the balanced state in the nonrecip-
rocal composite right/left-handed transmission line is
obtained by shifting the axis of symmetry (straight line where
[p=0) of the dispersion curves of FIG. 6 from the axis of
symmetry to the right or left side.

[0121] As described above, the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 is a microwave transmission
line having such a configuration that at least one unit cells
UC,, UC,, UC, are cascade-connected. In this case, each unit
cell UC,, is configured to include the following:

[0122] the capacitive element having the capacitance C,
inserted in the series branch so that the effective perme-
ability in the electromagnetic wave mode of propagation
in the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
becomes negative;

[0123] the inductive element having the inductance L,
inserted in the series branch so that the effective permit-
tivity in the electromagnetic wave mode of propagation
in the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
becomes negative; and

[0124] the transmission line part 61 of an nonreciprocal
transmission line part or a reciprocal transmission line
part.

[0125] In addition, each unit cell UC, has such a circuit
configuration that the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 has a predetermined phase constant in the dis-
persion curves that represent the relation between the operat-
ing frequency of the microwave signal inputted to the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 and the
phase constant of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100.

2.Resonance Conditions of Zeroth-order Resonator of Trans-
mission Line Type Microwave Resonator according to
Embodiment of Present Invention having Nonreciprocal
Composite Right/[eft-Handed Transmission Line

[0126] Next, the resonance conditions of the zeroth-order
resonator of a transmission line type microwave resonator
according to an embodiment of the present invention having
a reciprocal composite right/left-handed transmission line is
described with reference to FIGS. 7 to 10. FIG. 7 is a circuit
diagram showing an equivalent circuit model of the zeroth-
order resonator of the transmission line type microwave reso-
nator of the embodiment of the present invention. Referring to
FIG. 7, the microwave resonator of the present embodiment is
configured to include a composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line (CRLHTL) 100 (it is configured to include a plural-
ity N of basic cells UC,, UC,, UC,, and the length of one
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basic cell is p) of a linear shape of a finite length 1=Np having
ports P1 and P2; a reflective impedance element 151R con-
nected to the port P1; and a reflective impedance element
152R connected to the port P2. In this case, the reflective
impedance element 151R operates so that its impedance seen
from the port P1 becomes Z, | at the operating frequency, and
the reflective impedance element 152R operates so that its
impedance seen from the port P2 becomes Z, , at the operat-
ing frequency. The parameters 3, and A¢p, of FIG. 7 represent
the phase constant and the phase delay, respectively, of the
line relevant to power transmission from the port P1 to the
port P2, the parameters [_ and A¢_ represent the phase con-
stant and the phase delay, respectively, of the line relevant to
power transmission from the port P2 to the port P1, and x
represents the position in the longitudinal direction of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. Further,
phase shifts attributed to reflections at the ports P1 and P2 are
A¢,; and A¢,, respectively. In the present case, the resonance
conditions are satisfied when the phase relational expression
of the following expression holds:

[Mathematical Number 7]
AQ=AP, +AQ_+AG +AG,=2mn 2)

[0127] where Ap,=p,1, and A¢_1, and “m” is an integer. In
addition, it is assumed that the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 is a reciprocal transmission line of
which the phase constant {3, and the phase constant [3_ are
equal to each other. In this case, if both the ports P1 and P2 are
open terminals or short-circuited, then the value of A, +A¢,
is 2m or zero in either case of voltage waves or current waves,
and therefore, the Expression (2) is expressed by the follow-
ing expression:

[Mathematical Number 8]
A=A +AQ_=2pI=2mn 3)

[0128] Therefore, the resonance conditions concerning the
phase constant [} of the line are determined by the length 1 of
the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100, and
are expressed by the following expression:

[Mathematical Number 9]
p=mat Q)

[0129] Since the phase constant [} is a function of fre-
quency, it can also be said that the Expression (4) expresses
the dependence of the resonance frequency on the line length.
When m=1 in the Expression (4), the line length 1=A. /2. In
this case, the parameter A, is a guide wavelength. This con-
dition defines the operation of a typical halt-wavelength reso-
nator. When m=0 in the Expression (4), the resonance condi-
tion is p=0 to be independent of the line length 1. The fact that
the phase constant {3 is zero means an infinite wavelength,
when the guide wavelength A, has a size of +0, and the signal
amplitude and phase become uniform on the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100. As described above, the
resonance state in which the resonance frequency does not
depend on the size of the resonator is called the zeroth-order
resonance, and the resonator that causes zeroth-order reso-
nance is called the zeroth-order resonator (See, for example,
the Non-Patent Document 1).

[0130] Referring to FIG. 7, if the ports P1 and P2 are short-
circuited and 7, ,=7,,=0, then a large current flows from the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 to the
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reflective impedance elements 151R and 152R. Therefore,
such a series resonance operation that the impedance 7, of
the series branch of each unit cell UC,, is zero becomes domi-
nant. At this time, the radiation waves are linearly polarized
waves, and the main polarization direction is a direction par-
allel to the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100.
Conversely, if the ports P1 and P2 are open terminals and
Z;,=7.; =+, then the current becomes zero and the voltage
becomes maximized at the connection point of the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 and the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R. Therefore, such a par-
allel resonance operation that the admittance Y, of the par-
allel branch is zero becomes dominant. At this time, the main
polarization direction of the radiation waves becomes a direc-
tion parallel to the parallel branch. Therefore, for example, if
a short-circuit stub conductor 13 that constitutes the parallel
branch is formed to be perpendicular to the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 as shown in FIG. 11, then
the main polarization direction of the radiation waves
becomes a direction perpendicular to the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 (direction parallel to the Y axis
of FIG. 11).

[0131] Conventionally, the zeroth-order resonator has been
actualized by making both the ports P1 and P2 short-circuited
terminals or open terminals as described above. However, in
order to obtain the Expression (2), it is enough for the phase
condition in terminal reflection to only satisfy the following
expression:

[Mathematical Number 10]
AP +AQ,=2my 7 ®

[0132] where m; is an integer. Further, the resonance con-
ditions to the terminal reflection are required to be not only
this phase condition but also substantially total reflection (i.e.,
the absolute value of reflection coefficient is one). Therefore,
according to the Expression (5) and the subsequent explana-
tion, a reflection coefficient I'; at the port P1 and a reflection
coefficient I', at the port P2 are expressed by the following
expressions:

[Mathematical Number 11]
I =exp(jAy) (6a)
[Mathematical Number 12]

Ty=exp(jApo)=exp(—jAp;) (6a)

[0133] The phase relation of the Expression (5) can be
achieved by inserting a reflective impedance element 151R
having an impedance jB of a pure imaginary number at the
operating frequency into the port P1, and inserting a reflective
impedance element 152R having an impedance —-jB conju-
gate with the impedance jB is at the operating frequency into
the port P2.

[0134] When the zeroth-order resonator of the embodiment
of the present invention is actually produced, the phase rela-
tion of the Expression (5) can be substantially achieved if the
imaginary part of the impedance Z1 of the reflective imped-
ance element 151R and the imaginary part of the impedance
72 of the reflective impedance element 152R have signs
different from each other, and the magnitude of the imaginary
part of the impedance Z1 and the magnitude of the imaginary
part of the impedance 72 are substantially equal to each other.
In this case, the real part of the impedance 71 has a loss of
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substantially zero, and the real part of the impedance 72 has
a loss of substantially zero. In practice, the Q value of the
zeroth-order resonator is required to be several tens or more,
and, preferably, equal to or larger than 200.

[0135] At this time, a reflection coefficient I', 5 at the port
P1 and a reflection coefficient I', ; at the port P2 are expressed
by the following expressions by using Bloch impedance Z .-
zaTz of the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
that constitutes the zeroth-order resonator:

[Mathematical Number 13]

Ziy —Zepin  JB—Zepin R (7a)
1B = == = —exp(—]Ztan )

Ziy + Zeren - JB+Zeren ZCRLATL

[Mathematical Number 14]

Zip—Zern  —JB—Zerin 1 (7b)
28 = = — = —exp(]Ztan )

Zip +Zcrin —JB+ Zegin ZcRLHTL

[0136] In general, the Bloch impedance Z z; 7y of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 varies
depending on the unit cell structure. For example, in the case
of'the T type, the Bloch impedance Z 4, ;;7; is expressed by
the following expression:

[Mathematical Number 15]

(3a)
(@) ZcrintL =

CR(l - (‘l:;h)z)

[0137] When theunitcellisthe rtype, the Blochimpedance
Z cxrerr 18 expressed by the following expression:

[Mathematical Number 16]

B, (8b)
(0) Zcrinrr = o

Zse

Yxh(l +

ViZse
i)

[0138] In particular, when the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 is in the resonance state while keeping
the balanced state, the Bloch impedance Z z; ;77 1s simply
expressed as the following expression regardless of the unit
cell structure:
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[Mathematical Number 17]

(8c)

4, 2
(©) w=wg, =¥ : Zepryrs =

[0139] The relation of the reflection coefficients I', z and
T, ; of the Expression (7a) and the Expression (7b) satisfy the
relation of the reflection coefficients I'; and I', of the Expres-
sion (6a) and the Expression (6b). Therefore, a variety of
zeroth-order resonators can be actualized in accordance with
the reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R in
FIG. 7.

2-1. Operation of Zeroth-Order Resonator with use of Recip-
rocal Balanced Composite Right/[ eft-Handed Transmission
Line 100

[0140] Next, the operation of the zeroth-order resonator
with use of a reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 is described with reference to FIGS. 8
to 10.

[0141] The ABCD matrix F,of the unit cell UC,, (See FIG.
3) having a symmetrical T-type structure and the ABCD
matrix F, of theunit cell UC,, (See FIG. 4) having a symmetri-
cal m structure are, expressed by the following expressions:

[Mathematical Number 18]

YinZse YinZse (9a)
F_(AT BT]_ L+ 2 Z”(l+ 4 )
"“\¢r pr)” YinZse
Ysn 1+ —
2
[Mathematical Number 19]
YonZse (9b)
- ( An By ] 1+ - Zse
0= =
Cn Dn YinZse YsnZse
Yxh(l + T) 1+ -

[0142] The impedance Z_, of the series branch and the
admittance Y, of the parallel branch become substantially
zero in the vicinity of the zeroth-order resonance frequency.
At this time, the Expression (9a) and the Expression (9b) can
be collectively approximated by the following expression:

[Mathematical Number 20]

o r (1 zﬂ] (1 o] (10)
TRy, 1) ot

[0143] When each unit cell UC, has a symmetrical T-type
structure, an input impedance Z,, | seen from the other port
P12 ofthe unit cell UC, in the case where the port P1 (one port
P11 of the unit cell UC,) of the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 of FIG. 7 is terminated by the reflective
impedance element 151R having the impedance jB is
approximately expressed by the following expression:

[Mathematical Number 21]

V. AV +Brln  ArZ+Br  jB+Z, (11

L] = — = = ~x ~x
nl =T T GV +Drly | CrZp +Dp - jBYg+1 7

[0144] Also when the unit cell UC,, has the symmetrical &t
type structure, the input impedance Z,,, , seen from the other
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port P12 of the unit cell UC, is likewise expressed by the
Expression (11). FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing an input
impedance Z,, ; seen from the port P12 of the unit cell UC,
when the port P1 of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 of FIG. 7 is terminated by the reflective imped-
ance element 151R having the impedance jB. With this
arrangement, it can be understood that the input impedance
7., » seen from the port P12 of each unit cell UC,, consistently
becomes jB even when the number N of the unit cells UC,, is
expanded to plural. That is, it can be easily understood that,
when the reflective impedance element 151R having the
impedance jB is connected to one port P1 of the balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 of a finite
length in the zeroth-order resonance state, an input imped-
ance seen from the other port P2 consistently becomes iden-
tical to the impedance jB at the terminal element (i.e., reflec-
tive impedance element 151R) of the port P1 regardless of the
line length 1. FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing an input
impedance Z,, ,, seen from the port P12 of the unit cell UC,
when the port P1 of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 of FIG. 7 is terminated by the reflective imped-
ance element 151R having the impedance jB.

[0145] Therefore, when the reflective impedance element
151R having the impedance jB at the operating frequency is
inserted as a reflector into the one port P1 of the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 of a finite length, it is
necessary to insert the reflective impedance element 152R
having the impedance —jB of a pure imaginary number con-
jugate with the impedance jB of the pure imaginary number at
the operating frequency into the other port P2 in order to make
the balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 cause zeroth-order resonance.

[0146] FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a closed-loop
circuit of a lumped constant circuit having the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R of FIG. 7. As described
above, it can be understood that the balanced composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 of the finite length whose
both the terminals are terminated by the reflective impedance
element 151R having the impedance jB and the reflective
impedance element 152R having the impedance —jB auto-
matically satisfies the resonance conditions in a manner simi-
lar to that of the closed-loop (See FIG. 10) of two elements
having the lumped constants jB and —jB.

[0147] It is noted that a ratio (impedance) between voltage
waves and current waves propagating along the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 in the zeroth-order
resonance state corresponds to the aforementioned input
impedance jB.

[0148] In the prior art zeroth-order resonator, the ports P1
and P2 of the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 have been short-circuited terminals or open terminals. In
this case, the series resonance becomes dominant in the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 when the ports
P1 and P2 of the composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100 are the short-circuited terminals, and the parallel
resonance becomes dominant in the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 when the ports P1 and P2 of'the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 are the
open terminals. Therefore, when the prior art zeroth-order
resonator is used as a radiator of an antenna apparatus, when
the stub conductors constituting the parallel branch are
formed to be perpendicular to the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100, the direction that can be established as
the main polarization direction of radiation waves has been
only the direction parallel (when the series resonance is domi-
nant) or the direction perpendicular (when the parallel reso-
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nance is dominant) to the composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100. In contrast to this, according to the present
invention, the reactance B of the reflective impedance ele-
ment 151R can assume an arbitrary value, and therefore, a
zeroth-order resonator in a double resonance state, which is
intermediate between the state in which the series resonance
is dominant (reactance B is zero) and the state in which the
parallel resonance is dominant (reactance B is infinite), can be
achieved. That is, in the case where the zeroth-order resonator
of the present embodiment is employed as the radiator of an
antenna apparatus, when the stub conductors constituting the
parallel branch are formed to be perpendicular to the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100, the main
polarization direction of radiation waves can be changed from
the direction parallel to the composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 to the perpendicular direction (direction
parallel to the stub conductors) by changing the reactance B
from zero to +co. In this case, an energy distribution on the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 changes
from a state of concentration on the series branch to a state of
concentration on the parallel branch. Further, the resonance
energy in the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 changes from a state of only the series resonance energy
to a state of only the parallel resonance energy.

2-2. Operation of Zeroth-order Resonator with use of Recip-
rocal Unbalanced Composite Right/Left-Handed Transmis-
sion Line 100

[0149] Next, the operation of the zeroth-order resonator
when a reciprocal unbalanced composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 is employed is described. Regarding a
series resonance angular frequency m_, and a parallel reso-
nance angular frequency o, when the phase constant 3 is
zero, one is an angular frequency at which an effective per-
meability L, -is zero, and the other is an angular frequency at
which an effective permittivity p.is zero. Further, a region
interposed between these two angular frequencies is a forbid-
den band in which the propagation of electromagnetic waves
along the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
is not permitted. Since only one of the effective permittivity
€ and the effective permeability p-becomes negative, the
characteristic impedance (Bloch impedance Z ;v of the
periodic structure in a precise sense) Z,=(iL, eef)l' of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 becomes a
pure imaginary number. For the above reasons, a frequency at
which the reflective impedance element 151R having a reac-
tance jB inserted in the port P1 of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 operates as a load whose
impedance matching can be taken exists. That is, an angular
frequency at which the characteristic impedance Z, of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 becomes
equal to the impedance jB surely exists in the forbidden band
between the series resonance angular frequency w,, and the
parallel resonance angular frequency w,,. In this case, an
input impedance Zin when the impedance element 151R
(load impedance) is seen from the other port P2 of the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 consistently
becomes jB regardless of the line length 1. Therefore, the
resonance conditions are automatically satisfied by connect-
ing the reflective impedance element 152R having the imped-
ance —jB to the port P2.

[0150] In the unbalanced composite right/lefi-handed
transmission line 100, there exists no mode of propagation
along the transmission line in the frequency band between the
series resonance angular frequency w,, and the parallel reso-
nance angular frequency w,. Conventionally, there has been
no report of proposal of a transmission line type resonator,
which is operable in the forbidden band interposed between
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the series resonance angular frequency w,, and the parallel
resonance angular frequency w,, and in which the resonance
angular frequency does not depend on the line length 1. In
contrast to this, according to the zeroth-order resonator with
use of the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 of the present embodiment, the resonance angu-
lar frequency can be changed from the series resonance angu-
lar frequency ., to the parallel resonance angular frequency
w,;, with the zeroth-order resonance state maintained not
depending on the length 1 of the line by changing the reac-
tance B from zero to +oo. It is noted in this case that the main
polarization direction of radiation waves changes from the
direction parallel to the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 to the perpendicular direction (direction parallel
to the parallel branch) in a manner similar to that of the case
with use of the balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100, and the energy distribution on the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 changes from the
state of concentration on the series branch to the state of
concentration on the parallel branch. Therefore, with the
zeroth-order resonator with use of the unbalanced composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 of the present
embodiment, a tunable resonator capable of continuously
changing the resonance frequency from the series resonance
frequency to the parallel resonance frequency, a band-pass
filter apparatus capable of continuously changing the band-
pass frequency from the series resonance frequency to the
parallel resonance frequency, and a band-stop filter apparatus
capable of continuously changing the band-stop frequency
from the series resonance frequency to the parallel resonance
frequency can be actualized.

3.Resonance Conditions of Zeroth-order Resonator of Trans-
mission Line Type Microwave Resonator according to
Embodiment of Present Invention having Nonreciprocal
Composite Right/[eft-Handed Transmission Line

[0151] Inthe foregoing section, the resonance conditions of
the zeroth-order resonator with use of the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 having such a reciprocal
phase characteristic that the propagation constant 3, in the
forward direction and the propagation constant _ in the
reverse direction have the identical value [ have been
described. In the present section, the resonance conditions of
the zeroth-order resonator with use of a composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 having such an nonreciprocal
phase characteristic that the phase constant {3, in the forward
direction and the phase constant §_ in the reverse direction are
mutually different are described.

[0152] As described in detail in the foregoing section, the
resonance conditions with use of the reciprocal composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 are given by the
Expression (2) and the Expression (3) in the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 7. On the other hand, the resonance condi-
tions with use of the nonreciprocal composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 are given by the following
Expression (12):

[Mathematical Number 22]

AG=Ad3o+AG_=(B,+P_)I=2mm 12

[0153] When m=0 in the above expression, the resonance
conditions of the Expression (12) are expressed by the fol-
lowing expression independently of the line length 1:

[Mathematical Number 23]

B.+p_=0 13)

[0154] Such a condition that the phase constants 3, and [3_
have an equal magnitude and different signs in a manner
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similar to that of the Expression (13) means that, the right-
handed mode in which the phase velocity and the group
velocity are directed to an identical direction propagates in
the forward direction of the line, and the left-handed mode in
which the phase velocity and the group velocity are directed
to be antiparallel propagates in the reverse direction of the
line. In addition, since both the phase constants §, and [_
have the equal magnitude, it is meant that the wave number
vectors are substantially identical regardless of the direction
of transmission power in the line. At this time, the signal
amplitude becomes uniform on the line of the resonator,
whereas the phase distribution linearly changes as a function
of'the place. As described above, by employing the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 of the nonreciprocal
phase, a traveling-wave resonator having a resonance fre-
quency that does not depend on the size (the number N of
cells) of the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 can be configured.

[0155] In this case, in a manner similar to that of the case
with use of the reciprocal composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100, the series resonance of the series branch
becomes dominant in the case of both the short-circuited
terminals, and the parallel resonance of the shunt branch
becomes dominant in the case of both open terminals. How-
ever, in order to satisty the resonance condition of the Expres-
sion (13), it is sufficient to satisfy the Expression (5) as the
phase condition of terminal reflection, in a manner similar to
that of the case with use of the reciprocal composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100.

[0156] Asdescribed above, by controlling the terminal con-
dition (reactance B of'the reflective impedance element 151R
of FIG. 7) also in the case of the traveling-wave resonator
having the nonreciprocal composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100, it is possible to simultaneously excite the
series resonance of the series branch and the parallel reso-
nance of the shunt branch and to freely control weighting of
the energy distribution, in a manner similar to that of the case
of'the zeroth-order resonator having the reciprocal composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100.

[0157] The radiation beam formed by the leaky wave from
the traveling-wave resonator configured to include the non-
reciprocal composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
is directed to a direction that inclines from the broadside
direction (direction perpendicular to the propagation direc-
tion, i.e., 8=0). The inclination of the radiation beam is deter-
mined by the magnitude of the nonreciprocity of the compos-
ite right/left-handed transmission line 100. On the other hand,
the directivity of the radiation beam and the magnitude of'the
gain are determined by the size (the number N of cells) of the
zeroth-order resonator. In this case, the magnitude of the
nonreciprocity of the line can be changed by, for example,
changing the magnitude of an externally applied magnetic
field. For example, when an inductive stub included in the
shunt branch of the nonreciprocal composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 is formed to be perpendicular to
the line part at the center, then the linear polarization direction
of radiation waves can be changed to be independent of the
radiation beam angle by controlling the reflection conditions
at both the terminals in a manner similar to that of the case of
the zeroth-order resonator having the reciprocal composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100. Therefore, by
employing the zeroth-order resonator having the nonrecipro-
cal composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 of the
present invention, a beam scanning antenna capable of per-
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forming beam scanning and polarization control with difter-
ent control parameters can be configured.

4. Concrete Example of Configuration of Zeroth-order Reso-
nator according to Present Embodiment with use of Recipro-
cal Composite Right/Left-Handed Transmission Line
[0158] Next, a concrete example of the configuration of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7 with use of a reciprocal
composite right/left-handed transmission line is described
below with reference to FIGS. 11 to 14. FIG. 11 is a plan view
showing a concrete configuration of the zeroth-order resona-
tor of FIG. 7 when a composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100 is provided in which the number N of unit cells
constituting the zeroth-order resonator is ten and which is
reciprocal. FIG. 12 is a longitudinal sectional view across the
line A-A' of FIG. 11, and FIG. 13 is a longitudinal sectional
view across the line B-B' of FIG. 11. Further, FIG. 14 is a
perspective view of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11
showing a definition of radiation angles 6 and ¢.

[0159] Referring to FIGS. 11 to 14, the zeroth-order reso-
nator of the present embodiment is configured to include the
following:

[0160] (a) a reciprocal composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100;

[0161] (b) a reflective impedance element 151R config-
ured to include an open terminal micro-strip line that is
connected to one terminal of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 and has a length 1,,; and

[0162] (c) a reflective impedance element 152R config-
ured to include an open terminal micro-strip line that is
connected to the other terminal of the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 and has a length 1 ,.

[0163] In this case, the composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 is configured to include the following:

[0164] (a) a dielectric substrate 10 having a grounding
conductor 11 on its reverse face;

[0165] (b) a plurality of strip conductors 12 configured
by separating one strip conductor formed on an obverse
face of the dielectric substrate 10;

[0166] (c) aplurality of capacitors 14 that connect mutu-
ally adjacent strip conductors 12 among the plurality of
strip conductors 12; and

[0167] (d) a plurality of short-circuit stub conductors 13
that connect the strip to conductors 12 via respective
via-conductors 128 to the grounding conductor 11.

[0168] Inthiscase, each ofthe short-circuit stub conductors
13 is formed to be perpendicular to the longitudinal direction
of the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. In
addition, the open terminal micro-strip line that constitutes
the reflective impedance element 151R and has the length 1,
is configured to include the dielectric substrate 10 having the
grounding conductor 11 on its reverse face, and a strip con-
ductor 12P1 having the length 1, . Further, the open terminal
micro-strip line that constitutes the reflective impedance ele-
ment 152R and has the length 1, is configured to include the
dielectric substrate 10 having the grounding conductor 11 on
its reverse face, and a strip conductor 12P2 having the length
1,,. Inthis case, amicro-strip line 12A is configured to include
strip conductors 12 that interpose the dielectric substrate 10
therebetween, the strip conductors 12P1 and 12P2 on the line
ends, and the grounding conductor 11.

[0169] Further, in FIG. 11, the strip conductor 12P1 is
configured to include a strip conductor 12P15 on the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 side and a
remaining strip conductor 12P1a, and a feeding line conduc-
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tor 12F that constitutes a feeding line for feeding the zeroth-
order resonator is inserted to be connected to a connection
point of both the strip conductors 12P1a and 12P15. In this
case, the feeding line is configured to include the feeding line
conductor 12F and the dielectric substrate 10 having the
grounding conductor 11 on its reverse face. In addition, the
length 1, of'the strip conductor 12P1a is set so that a voltage-
to-current ratio (impedance) that spatially changes due to
standing waves generated on the reflection micro-strip line
12P1 is matched with the characteristic impedance (50 [Q])
of the feeding line.

[0170] Itis noted that the transmission line of FIGS. 11 to
14 are loaded with eleven capacitors 14 to form a distributed
constant circuit type transmission line of ten periods, forming
ten short-circuit stub conductors 13. It is noted that the
capacitance of each capacitor 14 at both the terminals of the
transmission line is double the capacitance of each of the
other capacitors 14. The capacitors 14 may be provided by
connecting a substantial capacitor between mutually adjacent
strip conductors 12 depending on the frequency of a high-
frequency signal to be inputted, configured to include only a
stray capacitance between mutually adjacent strip conductors
12 or configured to include a series capacitance configured to
include each stray capacitance and a capacitor of parallel
connection as the capacitor 14. In addition, a formation inter-
val of the short-circuit stub conductors 13 is identical to the
unit cell line length (i.e., periodic length) p [mm)].

[0171] Referringto FIG. 11, when the characteristic imped-
ances and the phase constants of the open terminal micro-
strip line conductors 12P1 and 12P2 are equal to the charac-
teristic impedance Z, and the phase constant f3, respectively,
of the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100, the
impedance 7 | of the reflective impedance element 151R and
the impedance Z, , of the reflective impedance element 152R
are expressed by the following expressions:

Z;=Zy/j tan(Pl,,) [Mathematical Number 24]

Z15=2y/j tan(Bl,2)

[0172] Here are described the configurations of the reflec-
tive impedance elements 151R and 152R that satisfy the
Expression (6a) and the Expression (6b) when the lengths 1,
and 1, of the micro-strip lines connected to both the terminals
of the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 are
changed so as to satisfy 1+ ,=A /2.

[0173] When the lengths 1., and 1 , of the micro-strip lines
connected to both the terminals of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 are each A../4 (1,,=1 ,=A. /4), the
impedance 7 | of the reflective impedance element 151R and
the impedance Z; , of the reflective impedance element 152R
are expressed by the following expressions:

Zp =2 tan(pl,)=Zo/j tan(Bhg/4)=0

[Mathematical Number 25]

[Mathematical Number 26]

Zp1=Zo/j tan(Bl.)=Zo/j tan(Bhy/4)=0

[0174] Therefore, since the short-circuited terminal end
condition in which both the terminals of the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 are short-circuited is exhib-
ited, the series resonance of the series branch part becomes
dominant in the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11.

[0175] Inaddition, whenthe lengths1,, and],, of the micro-
strip lines connected to both the terminals of the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 are A, /2 and zero
(1,,=7y/2 and 1,,=0), respectively, the impedance Z;, of the

[Mathematical Number 27]
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reflective impedance element 151R and the impedance 7, of
the reflective impedance element 152R are expressed by the
following expressions:

Zp =Zyj tan(Bl,)=Zy/j tan(Pr/2)=+  [Mathematical Number 28]

Za=Zy/j tan(Bl5)=Z/j tan(0)=+w

[0176] Therefore, since the open terminal end condition in
which both the terminals of the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 are open is exhibited, the parallel reso-
nance of the parallel branch part becomes dominant in the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11.

[0177] Further, when the lengths 1., and 1,, of the micro-
strip lines connected to both the terminals of the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 are changed continu-
ously from both the short-circuited terminals to both the open
terminals so as to satisfy 1,,+1,,=A./2, the impedance Z;, of
the reflective impedance element 151R and the impedance
7, , of the reflective impedance element 152 are expressed by
the following expressions:

Zyp=Zy/j tan(Bl,)=/B

[Mathematical Number 29]

[Mathematical Number 30]

Z12=Zo/j tan(pl,2)=Zo/j tan(w-Pl.y )= Zo/j tan(Bl. )=

jB [Mathematical Number 31]
[0178] Therefore, the impedances 7, and Z;, satisty the
relations of the Expression (7a) and the Expression (7b).
[0179] Although the case where thelengths1,, and1,, of the
micro-strip lines connected to both the terminals of the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 are changed so
as to satisfy 1,,+1,,=A/2 has been described here, a case
where 1,,+1,, is an integral multiple of A, /2 can also be
explained likewise.
5. Resonance Characteristics and Electromagnetic Field Dis-
tribution of Zeroth-order Resonator with use of Reciprocal
Balanced Composite Right/Ieft-Handed Transmission Line
100
[0180] Next, simulation calculation values and experimen-
tal measurement values of the resonance characteristics and
the electromagnetic field distribution of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 are
described below.
[0181] FIG. 15 is a plan view showing a structural param-
eters La, Lb, Lc, Ld, Le, Lf, Lga and C of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. In the fol-
lowing simulations and experiments, the structural param-
eters were set as follows.
[0182] (1) A dielectric substrate 10 having a thickness of
0.8 mm and a relative permittivity of 2.62 was used.
[0183] (2) The line width Lf of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 was set to 1.7 mm, a short-
circuit stub conductor 13 having a width Le of 1 mm and a
length L.d of 18 mm was connected as the parallel branch to
the composite right/lefi-handed transmission line 100, and a
chip capacitor 14 of a capacitance C of 4.0 pF was inserted in
the series branch at a pitch period Lc of 5
[0184] MM.
[0185] (3) The line width La of the strip conductors 12P1
and 12P2 was set to 2.1 mm so that the characteristic imped-
ance became 50 Q.
[0186] (4) The distance Lga of the feeding line conductor
12F from the open terminal of the strip conductor 12P1 was
fixed to 16.5 mm so that the impedance of the zeroth-order
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resonator was matched with the characteristic impedance (50
[Q]) of the feeding line configured to include the feeding line
conductor 12F and the dielectric substrate 10 having the
grounding conductor 11 on its reverse face.

[0187] (5) The length of the half-wave length (A/2) at the
operating frequency was set to 46 mm, and the length 1,,
(length Lb of FIG. 14) and the length 1 , were changed so that
the sum total of the length 1, of the strip conductor 12P1 and
the length 1 , of the strip conductor 12P2 became 46 mm.
[0188] As described above, relations between the lengths
1,, and 1 , and the impedances Z,, and Z,, are as follows:

[0189] (1) when 1,=1,,=A /4, then Z,,=X,,=0, ie,
B=0.
[0190] (2) when 1,,=3)A/8 and 1,=A/8, then 7, =50

[Q] and Z,,=-j50 [Q], L.e., B=50 [€].

[0191] (3)whenl,;=A /2 and1,,=0,thenZ;,=7Z, =+ i.e.,
B=+c0.
[0192] FIG.161is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-

acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant pp/m) of the balanced composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 that constitutes the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. As shown
in FIG. 16, it can be confirmed that the left-handed (LH) mode
exists between 0.5 GHz and 2.3 GHz, and the right-handed
(RH) mode exists between 2.3 GHz and 7 GHz. In addition,
the right-handed (RH) transmission characteristic and the
left-handed (LLH) transmission characteristic are continu-
ously connected together, and the balanced state in which the
forbidden band has disappeared is established.

[0193] FIG. 17 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S|, (simulation calculation
value) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [Q] and +o0 with use of the reciprocal balanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. Referring
to FIG. 17, it can be confirmed that the resonance frequency
has an almost constant value even when the reactance B is
changed by changing each of the line lengths 1, and 1,, of the
reflective impedance elements 151R and 152R.

[0194] FIGS. 18A, 18B and 180 are plan views showing a
magnetic field intensity distributions (simulation calculation
values) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, respectively, in the case where the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 is employed in each case. Referring to FIGS.
18A, 18B and 18C, the white regions represent a magnetic
field intensity stronger than that of the black regions. As
shown in FIG. 18A, it can be confirmed that, when the reac-
tance B is zero, the impedances Z,, and Z,, of the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R are zero, the series reso-
nance of the series branch is dominant, and magnetic fields
are concentrated on the strip conductor 12 at the center. In
addition, as shown in FIG. 18C, it can be confirmed that,
when the reactance B is +oo, the impedances Z;, and 7, of
the reflective impedance elements 151R and 152R are +o, the
parallel resonance of the parallel branch is dominant, and
magnetic fields are concentrated on the short-circuit stub
conductor 13. Further, as shown in FIG. 18B, it can be con-
firmed that, when the reactance B is 50[Q2], the magnetic field
intensity of the strip conductor 12 at the center and the mag-
netic field intensity of the short-circuit stub conductor 13 are
on almost same degree, and there is the double resonance state
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in which the series resonance of the series branch of the series
branch and the parallel resonance of the parallel branch coex-
ist on almost same degree. That is, it could be confirmed that
the double resonance state was achieved when the reactance
B was 50 [€2]. According to the numerical simulation results,
it is confirmed by further numerical simulations that the ratio
between the magnitude of the magnetic field distributed in the
series branch and the magnitude of the magnetic field distrib-
uted in the stub can be continuously changed by continuously
changing the line lengths 1,, and 1,, of the reflective imped-
ance elements 151R and 152R.

[0195] FIGS.19A,19B and 19C are charts showing a radia-
tion patterns (simulation calculation values) on an x-z plane
(when ¢=0) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is setto
zero, 50 [Q2] and +oo, respectively, in the case where the
reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 is employed in each case. The way of establish-
ing the coordinate system in FIGS. 19A, 19B and 19C are as
shown in FIG. 14. Since the amplitude distribution of elec-
tromagnetic fields on the zeroth-order resonator becomes
uniform on the line, it is confirmed that the radiation beam is
directed toward the broadside direction (direction perpen-
dicular to propagation direction, i.e., 6=0) not depending on
the value of the reactance B as shown in FIGS. 19A, 19B and
19C. In the case of FIG. 19A, it can be confirmed that a
0-direction component E, of the electric field parallel to the
line is the main polarization since the series resonance of the
series branch is dominant and the magnetic fields are concen-
trated on the strip conductor 12 at the center. In addition, in
the case of FIG. 19C, it can be confirmed that a ¢-direction
component E,, of the electric field parallel to the short-circuit
stub conductor 13 is the main polarization since the parallel
resonance of the parallel branch is dominant and the magnetic
fields are concentrated on the short-circuit stub conductor 13.
In the case of FIG. 19B, it can be confirmed that the 6-direc-
tion component E, and the ¢-direction component B, of the
electric fields of the radiation waves are on almost same
degree since the series resonance of the series branch and the
parallel resonance of the parallel branch coexist on almost
same degree and the magnetic field intensity of the strip
conductor 12 at the center and the magnetic field intensity of
the short-circuit stub conductor 13 are on almost same degree.
In the cases of FIGS. 19A, 19B and 19C, the 6-direction
component and the ¢-direction component of the radiation
waves are almost in phase, and therefore, the polarization
direction rotates with the linear polarization state maintained.
Inaddition, according to further numerical simulation results,
it is confirmed that the main polarization direction of radia-
tion waves can be changed continuously from the direction
parallel to the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 to the direction parallel to the short-circuit stub conductor
13 (i.e., direction perpendicular to the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100) by changing the line lengths 1,
and 1 , of the reflective impedance elements 151R and 152R
in a manner that the reactance B can be changed continuously
from zero to +co. It is noted that the resonator is operable in a
state in which the series resonance and the parallel resonance
coexist even when the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 is precisely not the balanced type but the unbal-
anced type line such that a small forbidden band exists
between the left-handed mode transmission band and the
right-handed mode transmission band, and therefore, the
main polarization of radiation waves can be continuously
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changed. However, there is a problem that the operating fre-
quency of the resonator fluctuates from the lower limit to the
upper limit of the forbidden band in this case in order to
change the main polarization direction as described later.
[0196] FIGS. 20A, 20B and 20C are graphs showing a
frequency characteristics of the reflection coefficient S| | (ex-
perimental measurement values and simulation calculation
values) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, respectively, with use of the reciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
in each case. According to FIGS. 20A, 20B and 20C, it was
confirmed that the experimental measurement values and the
simulation calculation values almost coincided with each
other, and the resonance frequency was almost constant even
when the line lengths 1, and 1,, of the reflective impedance
elements 151R and 152R were continuously changed.
[0197] FIGS. 21A, 21B and 21C are plan views showing a
near magnetic field intensity distributions (experimental
measurement values) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11
when the reactance B of the reflective impedance element
151R is set to zero, 50 [Q] and +o0, respectively, with use of
the reciprocal balanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 in each case. The numerical simulation
results corresponding to FIGS. 21A, 21B and 21C are shown
in FIGS. 18A, 18B and 18C, respectively. Referring to FIGS.
21A, 21B and 21C, the white regions represent a magnetic
field intensity stronger than that of the black regions.

[0198] As shown in FIG. 21A, it can be confirmed that the
impedances 7, , and Z, , of the reflective impedance elements
151R and 152R are zero when the reactance B is zero, the
series resonance of the series branch is dominant, and the
magnetic fields are concentrated on the strip conductor 12 at
the center. In addition, as shown in FIG. 21C, it can be
confirmed that the impedances Z,, and Z,, of the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R are +co in the case
where the reactance B is +oo, the parallel resonance of the
parallel branch is dominant, and the magnetic fields are con-
centrated on the short-circuit stub conductor 13. Further, as
shown in FIG. 21B, it can be confirmed that the magnetic field
intensity of the strip conductor 12 at the center and the mag-
netic field intensity of the short-circuit stub conductor 13 are
on almost same degree, and the series resonance of the series
branch and the parallel resonance of the parallel branch
almost coexist on almost same degree when the reactance B is
50 [€2]. That is, it could be confirmed that the double reso-
nance state was established when the reactance B was 50 [€2].
[0199] FIGS.22A,22B and 22C are charts showing a radia-
tion patterns (experimental measurement values and simula-
tion calculation values) on the x-z plane (when ¢=0) of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 in the case where the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, respectively, with use of the reciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
in each case. The way of establishing the coordinate system in
FIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C are as shown in FIG. 14. Since the
amplitude distribution of electromagnetic fields on the
zeroth-order resonator becomes uniform on the line, it is
confirmed that the radiation beam is directed toward the
broadside direction (direction perpendicular to propagation
direction, i.e., 6=0) not depending on the value of the reac-
tance B as shown in FIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C. In the case of
FIG. 22A, it can be confirmed that the 6-direction component
Eg of the electric field parallel to the line is the main polar-



US 2013/0120217 Al

ization since the series resonance of the series branch is
dominant and the magnetic fields are concentrated on the strip
conductor 12 at the center. In addition, in the case of FIG.
22C, itcan be confirmed that the ¢-direction component E,, of
the electric fields parallel to the short-circuit stub conductor
13 is the main polarization since the parallel resonance of the
parallel branch is dominant and the magnetic fields are con-
centrated on the short-circuit stub conductor 13. In the case of
FIG. 22B, it can be confirmed that the 6-direction component
Eg and the 6-direction component of the electric fields of the
radiation waves are on almost same degree since the series
resonance of the series branch and the parallel resonance of
the parallel branch coexist on almost same degree and the
magnetic field intensity of the strip conductor 12 at the center
and the magnetic field intensity of the short-circuit stub con-
ductor 13 are on almost same degree. In the cases of FIGS.
22A, 22B and 22C, the 6-direction component and the ¢-di-
rection component of the radiation waves are almost in phase,
and therefore, the polarization direction rotates with the linear
polarization state maintained.

6. Resonance Characteristic and Electromagnetic Field Dis-
tribution of Zeroth-order Resonator with use of Reciprocal
Unbalanced Composite Right/Left-Handed Transmission
Line 100

[0200] Next, simulation calculation values and experimen-
tal measurement values of the resonance characteristic and
the electromagnetic-field distribution of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 are
described below.

[0201] FIG. 23 is a plan view showing a structural param-
eters La, Lb, Lc, Ld, Le, Lf, Lgb and C of the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. In the fol-
lowing simulations and experiments, the structural param-
eters were set as follows.

[0202] (1) A dielectric substrate 10 having a thickness of
0.8 mm and a relative permittivity of 2.62 was used.

[0203] (2) The line width Lf of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 was set to 1.7 mm, a short-
circuit stub conductor 13 having a width Le of 1 mm and a
length [.d of 15 mm was connected as a parallel branch to the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100, and a chip
capacitor 14 of a capacitance C of 2.4 pF was inserted in the
series branch at a pitch period Lc of 5 mm.

[0204] (3) The line width La of the strip conductors 12P1
and 12P2 was set to 2.1 mm so that the characteristic imped-
ance became 50 [Q].

[0205] (4) The distance Lgb of the feeding line conductor
12F from the open terminal of the strip conductor 12P1 was
fixed to 16 mm so that the impedance of the zeroth-order
resonator was matched with the characteristic impedance (50
[Q]) of the feeding line configured to include the feeding line
conductor 12F and the dielectric substrate 10 having the
grounding conductor 11 on its reverse face.

(5) The length of the half-wave length (A../2) at the operating
frequency was set to 42 mm, and the length 1,; (length Lb of
FIG. 14) and the length 1,, were changed so that the sum total
of'the length 1., ofthe strip conductor 12P1 and the length 1 ,
of the strip conductor 12P2 became 42 mm.

[0206] FIG. 24 is a graph showing a dispersion curve (char-
acteristic of angular frequency o with respect to normalized
phase constant pp/m) of the unbalanced composite right-
handed/transmission line 100 that constitutes the zeroth-or-
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der resonator of FIG. 11 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. As shown
in FIG. 24, the capacitance C (2.4 pF) of the capacitor 14
inserted in the series branch is smaller than that with use of the
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
(See FIG. 16), and therefore, a series resonance frequency fse
rises up to 2.8 GHz.

[0207] FIG. 25 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istic of the reflection coefficient S,, (simulation calculation
value) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [Q] and +o0 with use of the reciprocal unbalanced
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100. Accord-
ing to the numerical simulation results of FIG. 25, it can be
confirmed that the resonance frequency is continuously
changed by changing the line lengths in and 1., of the reflec-
tive impedance elements 151R and 152R so as to continu-
ously change the reactance B from zero to +co.

[0208] FIGS. 26A, 26B and 26C are plan views showing a
magnetic field intensity distributions (simulation calculation
values) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, respectively, with use of the reciprocal
unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 in each case. Referring to FIGS. 26A, 26B and 26C, the
white regions represent a magnetic field intensity stronger
than that of the black regions. As shown in FIG. 26 A, itcanbe
confirmed that, when the reactance B is zero, the impedances
Z;, and Z, , of the reflective impedance elements 151R and
152R are zero, the series resonance of the series branch is
dominant, and the magnetic fields are concentrated on the
strip conductor 12 at the center. In addition, as shown in FIG.
26C, it can be confirmed that, when the reactance B is +o, the
impedances Z;, and Z, , of the reflective impedance elements
151R and 152R are +oo, the parallel resonance of the parallel
branch is dominant, and the magnetic fields are concentrated
on the short-circuit stub conductor 13. Further, as shown in
FIG. 26B, it can be confirmed that, when the reactance B is 50
[€], the magnetic field intensity is stronger in places closer to
the input port (port P1) and the magnetic field intensity expo-
nentially decreases away from the input port since the inside
of'the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 is in
the forbidden band in which the propagation of waves is not
permitted.

[0209] FIGS.27A, 27B and 27C are plan views showing a
magnetic field intensity distributions (simulation calculation
values) of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 when the
number of unit cells is changed from 10 to 30 as compared
with FIGS. 26A, 26B and 26C. As shown in FIG. 27A, it can
be confirmed that, when the reactance B is zero, the imped-
ances Z;, and Z,, of the reflective impedance elements 151R
and 152R are zero, the series resonance of the series branch is
dominant, and the magnetic fields are concentrated on the
strip conductor 12 at the center. In addition, as shown in FIG.
27C, it can be confirmed that, when the reactance B is the
impedances 7, , and Z, , of the reflective impedance elements
151R and 152R are +oo, the parallel resonance of the parallel
branch is dominant, and the magnetic fields are almost uni-
formly concentrated on the short-circuit stub conductor 13.
Further, as shown in FIG. 27B, it can be confirmed that, when
the reactance B is 50 [€2], the magnetic field intensity is
stronger on the side closer to the input port (port P1) and the
magnetic field intensity exponentially decreases away from
the input port since the inside of the composite right/left-
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handed transmission line 100 is in the forbidden band in
which the propagation of waves is not permitted. Referring to
FIG. 27B, since the line length of the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 is three times that in the case of
FIG. 26B, and the magnetic field intensity exponentially
decreases with respect to the distance from the input port, the
magnetic field intensity is almost zero at the port P2. How-
ever, even in this case, the resonance frequency coincides
with the resonance frequency when the reactance B in FIG. 25
is 50 [€2] in a manner similar to that of FIG. 26B.

7. Configuration of Antenna Apparatus with use of Zeroth-
order Resonator according to Embodiment of Present Inven-
tion

[0210] As described above, it is possible to make a change
from the resonance state in which the series branch is domi-
nant to the resonance state in which the parallel branch is
dominant by changing the terminal condition of the zeroth-
order resonator (See FI1G. 7) of the embodiment of the present
invention to be equivalent from both the short-circuited ter-
minals to both the open terminals. In addition, conversely, it is
possible to make a change from the resonance state in which
the parallel branch is dominant to the resonance state in which
the series branch is dominant by changing the terminal con-
dition from both the open terminals to both the short-circuited
terminals. By utilizing the zeroth-order resonator as an
antenna apparatus and changing the terminal condition of the
resonator mechanically or electrically or a method that con-
currently has both of them, the polarization characteristics of
radiation waves or received radio waves are changed.

[0211] FIG. 28 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of a first implemental example of the antenna apparatus with
use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7. The antenna
apparatus of FIG. 28 is configured to include the following:

[0212] (a) a zeroth-order resonator configured to include
acomposite right/left-handed transmission line 100 hav-
ing ports P1 and P2, a reflective impedance circuit
151R A connected to the port P1, and a reflective imped-
ance circuit 152RA connected to the port P2;

[0213] (b) a feeding line 41 (feeding circuit) that has
micro-strip lines 41a and 415, and outputs a microwave
signal received by the zeroth-order resonator;

[0214] (c) a directional coupler 15 configured to include
amicro-strip line 15a connected between the micro-strip
lines 41a and 415, and a micro-strip line 155 placed so as
to be adjacent and to be electromagnetically coupled to
the micro-strip line 15a;

[0215] (d)areceived power detector 200 that detects part
of'the power of the received microwave signal flowing in
the micro-strip line 154 by using the directional coupler
15;

[0216] (e) a wireless receiver 400 that receives an input
of the received microwave signal outputted from the
micro-strip line 415, and

[0217] (f) a controller 300.

[0218] Referring to FIG. 28, the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 may be reciprocal or nonrecip-
rocal and be the balanced type or the unbalanced type. In
addition, the parallel branch is formed to be perpendicular to
the series branch in the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100.

[0219] In addition, referring to FIG. 28, the reflective
impedance circuit 151RA is configured to include switches
SW1 and SW2, and micro-strip lines 51a, 516-1, 515-2,
515-3 and 515-4. In addition, the reflective impedance circuit
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152RA is configured to include a switch SW3, and micro-
strip lines 52-2, 52-3 and 52-4. The length of the micro-strip
line 515-1 is set so that the sum total of the length of the
micro-strip line 51a and the length of the micro-strip line
51b-1 becomes A../2, the length of the micro-strip line 515-2
is set so that the sum total of the length of the micro-strip line
51a and the length of the micro-strip line 515-2 becomes A /8,
and the length of the micro-strip line 515-3 is set so that the
sum total of the length of the micro-strip line 51a and the
length of the micro-strip line 515-3 becomes A /4. Further,
the length of the micro-strip line 52-2 is set to A/3, and the
length of the micro-strip line 52-3 is set to A../4. The length of
the micro-strip line 5 16-4 is set so that the sum total of the
length of the micro-strip line 51a and the length of'the micro-
strip line 515-4 becomes 5A.,/8, and the length of the micro-
strip line 52-4 is set to 34 /3. Still further, the length of the
micro-strip line 51a is set so that a voltage-to-current ratio
(impedance) spatially changed by standing waves generated
in the reflective impedance circuit 151RA of the micro-strip
line is matched with the characteristic impedance of the feed-
ing line 41. The switches SW1 and SW2, and the switch SW3
are impedance changing means of the reflective impedance
circuits 151RA and 152RA.

[0220] Referring to FIG. 28, the switches SW1, SW2 and
SW3 are switched by the controller 300 to be interlocked with
each other. When the switches SW1, SW2 and SW3 are each
switched to a contact point “a”, the micro-strip line 515-1 is
connected between the micro-strip line 51a and the port P1,
and the port P2 becomes an open terminal. By this operation,
the impedances of the reflective impedance circuits 151RA
and 152RA become +oo, and the polarization direction of
received radio waves is directed to the direction perpendicular
to the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100.
When the switches SW1, SW2 and SW3 are each switched to
a contact point “b”, the micro-strip line 515-2 is connected
between the micro-strip line 516-1 and the port P1, and the
micro-strip line 52-2 is connected to the port P2. By this
operation, the impedance of the reflective impedance circuit
151RA becomes 50 j [Q], the impedance of the reflective
impedance circuit 152RA becomes —50 j [€2], and the polar-
ization direction of the received radio waves is directed at an
angle (45 degrees) between the direction parallel to the com-
posite right/left-handed transmission line 100 and the direc-
tion perpendicular to the composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100. Further, when the switches SW1, SW2 and
SW3 are each switched to a contact point “c”, the micro-strip
line 515-3 is connected between the micro-strip line 515-1
and the port P1, and the micro-strip line 52-3 is connected to
the port P2. By this operation, the impedances of the reflective
impedance circuits 151RA and 152R A become zero, and the
polarization direction of the received radio waves is directed
to the direction parallel to the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100. In addition, when the switches SW1,
SW2 and SW3 are each switched to a contact point “d”, the
micro-strip line 515-4 is connected between the micro-strip
line 51a and the port P1, and the micro-strip line 52-4 is
connected to the port P2. By this operation, the impedance of
the reflective impedance circuit 151RA becomes -50 j [€2],
and the impedance of the reflective impedance circuit 152RA
becomes 50 j [Q]. The polarization direction of the received
radio waves is directed at an angle (45 degrees) between the
direction parallel to the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 and the direction perpendicular to the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 and is directed to be
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perpendicular to the direction when the switches SW1, SW2
and SW3 are each switched to the contact point “b”.

[0221] The controller 300 switches the switches SW1,
SW2 and SW3 so that the received power detected by the
received power detector 200 becomes maximized. Therefore,
according to the antenna apparatus of FIG. 28, the polariza-
tion direction can be discretely switched to the optimal polar-
ization direction in which the received power becomes maxi-
mized.

[0222] FIG. 29 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of the second implemental example of the antenna apparatus
with use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7. The antenna
apparatus of FIG. 29 is configured to includes the following:

[0223] (a) a zeroth-order resonator having a composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 having ports P1
and P2, a reflective impedance circuit 151RB connected
to the port P1, and a reflective impedance circuit 152RB
connected to the port P2;

[0224] (b) a feeding line 41 (feeding circuit) having
micro-strip lines 41a and 415, and outputs a microwave
signal received by the zeroth-order resonator;

[0225] (c) a directional coupler 15 configured to include
amicro-strip line 15a connected between the micro-strip
lines 41a and 415, and a micro-strip line 1556 placed to be
adjacent and to be electromagnetically coupled to the
micro-strip line 15a;

[0226] (d)areceived power detector 200 that detects part
of'the power of the received microwave signal flowing in
the micro-strip line 154 by using the directional coupler
15;

[0227] (e) a wireless receiver 400 that receives an input
of the received microwave signal outputted from the
micro-strip line 415, and

[0228] (f) a controller 300A.

[0229] Referring to FIG. 29, the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 may be reciprocal or nonrecip-
rocal and be the balanced type or the unbalanced type. In
addition, the parallel branch is formed to be perpendicular to
the series branch in the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100.

[0230] In addition, referring to FIG. 29, the reflective
impedance circuit 151RB is configured to include a varactor
diode 21 and inductors 22 and 23, which are connected in
series between the port P1 and the ground potential. In this
case, one terminal of the strip conductor 41a that constitutes
a feeding line is connected to a connection point of the induc-
tors 22 and 23. In addition, the reflective impedance circuit
152RB is configured to include a varactor diode 31 and an
inductor 24, which are connected in series between the port
P2 and the ground potential. In addition, the element values of
the inductors 22 and 23 are set so that the impedance of the
zeroth-order resonator is matched with the characteristic
impedance of the feeding line 41. The varactor diodes 21 and
31 are impedance changing means of the reflective imped-
ance circuits 151RB and 152RB, respectively.

[0231] The controller 300A changes reverse bias voltages
applied to the varactor diodes 21 and 31 so that the impedance
of the reflective impedance circuit 151RB becomes a prede-
termined complex number that substantially has no real part
or preferably a pure imaginary number, the impedance of the
reflective impedance circuit 152RB becomes a complex num-
ber that is substantially conjugate with the impedance of the
reflective impedance circuit 151RB or preferably a conjugate
pure imaginary number, and the received power detected by
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the received power detector 200 becomes maximized. There-
fore, according to the antenna apparatus of FIG. 29, the polar-
ization direction can be switched to the optimal polarization
direction in which the received power becomes maximized.
In addition, although the antenna apparatus of FIG. 28 has
been selected from the four directions, the polarization direc-
tion can be continuously changed in an arbitrary direction
between the direction parallel to the longitudinal direction of
the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 to the
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 according
to the present implemental example.

[0232] Referring to FIG. 29, a variable-reactance element
may be used in place of the varactor diodes 21 and 31.
[0233] FIG. 30 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of the third implemental example of the antenna apparatus
with use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7. The antenna
apparatus of FIG. 30 is configured to include the following:

[0234] (a) a zeroth-order resonator having a composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 having ports P1
and P2, a reflective impedance circuit 151RC connected
to the port P1, and a reflective impedance circuit 152RC
connected to the port P2;

[0235] (b) a feeding line 41 (feeding circuit) having
micro-strip lines 41a and 415, and outputs a microwave
signal received by the zeroth-order resonator;

[0236] (c)a directional coupler 15 configured to include
amicro-strip line 15a connected between the micro-strip
lines 41a and 415, and a micro-strip line 155 placed to be
adjacent and to be electromagnetically coupled to the
micro-strip line 15a;

[0237] (d)areceived power detector 200 that detects part
ofthe power ofthe received microwave signal flowing in
the micro-strip line 154 by using the directional coupler
15;

[0238] (e) a wireless receiver 400 that receives an input
of the received microwave signal outputted from the
micro-strip line 415, and

[0239] (f) a controller 300B.

[0240] Referring to FIG. 30, the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 may be reciprocal or nonrecip-
rocal and be the balanced type or the unbalanced type. In
addition, the parallel branch is formed to be perpendicular to
the series branch in the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100.

[0241] In addition, referring to FIG. 30, the reflective
impedance circuit 151RC has a phase shifter 153 and a reflec-
tive element 151R connected to the port P1, and the reflective
impedance circuit 152RC has a phase shifter 154 and a reflec-
tive element 152R connected to the port P2. The antenna
apparatus of FIG. 30 is characterized by having the phase
shifter 153 between the port P1 and the reflective element
151R to change the impedance (i.e., electrical length) of the
reflective element 151R seen from the port P1, and the phase
shifter 154 between the port P2 and the reflective element
152R to change the impedance (i.e., electrical length) of the
reflective element 152R seen from the port P2.

[0242] The controller 300B changes the voltages applied to
the phase shifters 153 and 154 to be interlocked with each
other, so that the impedance of the reflective impedance cir-
cuit 151R becomes a predetermined complex number that
substantially has no real part or preferably a pure imaginary
number, the impedance of the reflective impedance circuit
152R becomes a complex number that is substantially conju-
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gate with the impedance of the reflective impedance circuit
151R or preferably a conjugate pure imaginary number, and
the received power detected by the received power detector
200 becomes maximized, and this leads to change in the
amount of phase shift of them. Therefore, according to the
antenna apparatus of FIG. 30, the polarization direction can
be switched to the optimal polarization direction in which the
received power becomes maximized. In addition, although
the polarization direction has been selected from the four
directions in the antenna apparatus of FIG. 28, the polariza-
tion direction can be continuously changed in an arbitrary
direction between the direction parallel to the longitudinal
direction of the composite right/left-handed transmission line
100 to the direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direc-
tion of the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100
according to the present implemental example.
[0243] In addition, although the feeding line has been pro-
vided on the reflective impedance circuits 151RA, 151RB
and 151RC side in FIGS. 28, 29 and 30, the present invention
is not limited to this, and the feeding line may be provided on
the reflective impedance circuits 152RA, 152RB and 152RC
side.
[0244] In addition, the example in which the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 7 of the present invention is applied to the
receiving antenna apparatus has been described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 28 to 30. However, the present invention is not
limited to this, and a transmitting antenna apparatus can be
provided by the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7, and a feed-
ing circuit that is connected to the reflective impedance ele-
ment 151R or 152R and feeds the zeroth-order resonator with
the microwave signal. Further, it is acceptable to provide first
impedance changing means that changes the impedance of
the reflective impedance element 151R for the reflective
impedance element 151R, provide second impedance chang-
ing means that changes the impedance of the reflective
impedance element 152R for the reflective impedance ele-
ment 152R, and control the first and second impedance
changing means so as to change the polarization of radio
waves radiated from the antenna apparatus.
8. Configuration of Band-stop Filter Apparatus with use of
Zeroth-order Resonator according to Embodiment of Present
Invention
[0245] As described with reference to FIG. 25, the reso-
nance frequency can be continuously changed by continu-
ously changing the reactance B from zero to +c with use of
the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmission line
100. Taking advantage of this fact, a tunable band-stop filter
apparatus capable of changing the band-stop frequency can
be actualized. In this case, the band-stop frequency con-
cretely means a band-stop width having a predetermined
width centered about the center frequency of the stop-band.
[0246] FIG. 31is a block diagram showing a configuration
of'an implemental example of the band-stop filter apparatus
with use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7. In addition,
FIG. 32 is a plan view showing a configuration of the band-
stop filter apparatus of FIG. 31. The band-stop filter apparatus
of FIGS. 31 and 32 is configured to include the following:
[0247] (a) a zeroth-order resonator configured to include
the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 having ports P1 and P2, a reflective imped-
ance circuit 151RC connected to the port P1, and a
reflective impedance circuit 152RC connected to the
port P2;
[0248] (b) a controller 300C; and
[0249] (c) a transmission line 100F having an input port
3 and an output port 4.
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[0250] In this case, referring to FIG. 32, the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100, and the reflective
elements 151R and 152R are formed in a manner similar to
that of FIG. 11. In addition, the transmission line 100F is
formed parallel to the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 so as to be adjacent and to be electromagneti-
cally coupled to the composite right/left-handed transmission
line 100.

[0251] In addition, referring to FIG. 31, the reflective
impedance circuit 151RC has a phase shifter 153 and a reflec-
tive element 151R connected between the port P1 and the port
P3, and the reflective impedance circuit 152RC has a phase
shifter 154 and a reflective element 152R connected between
the port P2 and the port P4. Referring to FIG. 31, the control-
ler 300C changes the voltages applied to the phase shifters
153 and 154 to be interlocked with each other, so that the
impedance of the reflective impedance circuit 151R becomes
a predetermined complex number that substantially has no
real part or preferably a pure imaginary number, the imped-
ance of the reflective impedance circuit 152R becomes a
complex number that is substantially conjugate with the
impedance of the reflective impedance circuit 151R or pref-
erably a conjugate pure imaginary number, and this leads to
change in the amount of phase shift of them. Therefore,
according to the band-stop filter apparatus of FIG. 31, the
band-stop frequency can be continuously changed to an arbi-
trary frequency between the series resonance frequency to the
parallel resonance frequency.

[0252] FIG. 33 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istics (simulation calculation values) of the reflection coeffi-
cient S;, and a transmission coefficient S,;, when the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +oo, in the band-stop filter apparatus of FIG.
31. Referring to FIG. 33, the structural parameters of the
zeroth-order resonator are identical to the structural param-
eters used in the simulation of FIG. 24. As shown in FIG. 33,
the band-stop frequency was 2.7 GHz when the reactance B
was zero (both the short-circuited terminals), the band-stop
frequency was 2.35 GHz when the reactance B was +o (both
the open terminals), and the band-stop frequency was 2.45
GHz when the reactance B was 50 [€2]. The tuning ranges of
these band-stop frequencies correspond to the band-gap
region in the dispersion curve of FIG. 24. Referring to FIG.
31, it can be considered that the feeding transmission line
100F is placed in the vicinity of the zeroth-order resonator,
and therefore, both of them are coupled together, conse-
quently shifting the stop-band to the lower frequency side in
FIG. 33 as compared with the band-gap of FIG. 24.

[0253] Referring to FIG. 31, it is acceptable to use the
reflective impedance circuits 151RA and 152RA of FIG. 28
or the reflective impedance circuits 151RB and 152RB of
FIG. 29 in place of the reflective impedance circuits 151RC
and 152RC. In addition, although the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 is reciprocal in the present
implemental example, it may be nonreciprocal.

9. Configuration of Band-pass Filter Apparatus with use of
Zeroth-order Resonator according to Embodiment of Present
Invention

[0254] As described with reference to FIG. 25, the reso-
nance frequency can be continuously changed by continu-
ously changing the reactance B from zero to +c with use of
the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmission line
100. Taking advantage of this fact, a tunable band-pass filter
apparatus capable of changing the band-pass frequency can
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be actualized. In this case, the band-pass frequency con-
cretely means a band-pass width having a predetermined
width centered about the center frequency of the pass-band.
[0255] FIG. 34 is a plan view showing a configuration of an
implemental example of the band-pass filter apparatus with
use of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7. The band-pass
filter apparatus of FIG. 34 is configured to include the follow-
ing:

[0256] (a) a zeroth-order resonator configured to include
the unbalanced composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 having ports P1 and P2, a reflective imped-
ance circuit 151RC connected to the port P1, and a
reflective impedance circuit 152RC connected to the
port P2;

[0257] (b) a controller 300C;

[0258] (c)atransmission line 100Fa having an input port
3; and

[0259] (d) an output transmission line 100Fb having an

output port 4.

[0260] In this case, as shown in FIG. 34, the composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100, and the reflective
elements 151R and 152R are formed in a manner similar to
that of FIG. 11. In addition, the transmission lines 100Fa and
100Fb are each formed parallel to the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100 so as to be adjacent and to be
electromagnetically coupled to the composite right/left-
handed transmission line 100. Further, an interval between
the transmission line 100Fa and the transmission line 100 is
set to become 0.1 mm.

[0261] In addition, as shown in FIG. 34, the reflective
impedance circuit 151RC has a phase shifter 153 and a reflec-
tive element 151R connected to the port P1, and the reflective
impedance circuit 152RC has a phase shifter 154 and a reflec-
tive element 152R connected to the port P2. Referring to FIG.
34, the controller 300C changes the voltages applied to the
phase shifters 153 and 154 to be interlocked with each other,
so that the impedance of the reflective impedance circuit
151RC becomes a predetermined complex number that sub-
stantially has no real part or preferably a pure imaginary
number, and the impedance of the reflective impedance cir-
cuit 152RC becomes a complex number that is substantially
conjugate with the impedance of the reflective impedance
circuit 151RC or preferably a conjugate pure imaginary num-
ber, and this leads to shifting of the amount of phase shift of
them. Therefore, according to the band-pass filter apparatus
of FIG. 34, the band-pass frequency can be continuously
changed to an arbitrary frequency between the series reso-
nance frequency to the parallel resonance frequency.

[0262] FIG. 35 is a graph showing a frequency character-
istics (simulation calculation values) of the reflection coeffi-
cient S, | and the transmission coefficient S21 when the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is set to
zero, 50 [€2] and +co, in the band-pass filter apparatus of FIG.
34. Referring to FIG. 35, the structural parameters of the
zeroth-order resonator are identical to the structural param-
eters used in the simulation of FIG. 24. As shown in FIG. 35,
the band-pass frequency was 2.6 GHz when the reactance B
was zero (both the short-circuited terminals), the band-pass
frequency was 2.3 GHz when the reactance B was + (both
the open terminals), and the band-pass frequency was 2.4
GHz when the reactance B was 50 [€2]. The tuning ranges of
these band-pass frequencies correspond to the band-gap
region in the dispersion curve of FIG. 24. Referring to FIG.
34, it can be considered that the feeding transmission lines
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100Fa and 100Fb are placed in the vicinity of the zeroth-order
resonator, and therefore, both of them are coupled together,
consequently shifting the pass-band to the lower frequency
side in FIG. 35 as compared with the band-gap region of FIG.
24.

10. Concrete Configuration Example of Zeroth-order Reso-
nator according to Present Embodiment with use of Nonre-
ciprocal Composite Right/[eft-Handed Transmission Line
[0263] Next, a concrete configuration example of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7 with use of the nonreciprocal
composite right/left-handed transmission line is described.
FIG. 36 is a perspective view showing a concrete configura-
tion of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 7 when a composite
right/left-handed transmission line 100 is provided in which
the number N of the unit cells constituting the zeroth-order
resonator is ten and which is nonreciprocal. FIG. 37 is a
longitudinal sectional view across the line A-A' of FIG. 36. In
the example shown in FIG. 36, the lengths of the reflective
impedance elements 151R and 152R are each set to A_/4.
[0264] The zeroth-order resonator of FIGS. 36 and 37 has
such a structure that ferrite square rods 90 having a vertical
magnetization M, induced by spontaneous magnetization or
an external magnetic field Ho are inserted just under the
micro-strip line of the composite right/lefi-handed transmis-
sion line 100, as compared with the zeroth-order resonator
with use of the reciprocal composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 of FIG. 11. When the ferrite square rods 90
are soft magnetic material or the external magnetic field H is
zero, the zeroth-order resonator (traveling-wave resonator) of
FIGS. 36 and 37 operate similarly to the zeroth-order reso-
nator with use of the reciprocal composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100 of FIG. 11, and the radiation direction
is directed toward the broadside direction. In addition, when
the reactance of the reflective impedance elements 151R and
152R are continuously changed from zero to +o so as to
satisfy the aforementioned Expression (5), the linear polar-
ization direction rotates regardless of the radiation direction.
Further, the phase distribution on the zeroth-order resonator
has an inclination determined by the magnitude of the non-
reciprocity of the line along the composite right/left-handed
transmission line 100. In this case, the magnitude of the
nonreciprocity of the composite right/left-handed transmis-
sion line 100 can be changed by changing the direction and
the magnitude of the externally applied magnetic field H,,.
[0265] In addition, FIGS. 38A, 38B and 38C are charts
showing a radiation patterns (simulation calculation values)
onthe x-z plane of the zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 36 when
the reactance B of the reflective impedance element 151R is
set to zero, 50 [Q] and +oo, respectively, and the external
magnetization H, is applied with use of the nonreciprocal
balanced composite right/left-handed transmission line 100.
Concretely speaking, in FIG. 38A, the line length 1., ofafinite
length open terminal line that constitutes the reflective imped-
ance element 151R is set to A./4, and the line length 1,, of a
finite length open terminal line that constitutes the reflective
impedance element 152R is set to A /4. In addition, in FIG.
38B, the line length 1, is setto A./20, and the line length 1, , is
set to A.,/20. Further, in FIG. 38C, the line length 1, is set to
A/2, and the line length 1,, is set to zero.

[0266] Referring to FIGS. 38A, 38B and 38C, it can be
understood that, since the radiation beam from the zeroth-
order resonator of the present implemental example of the
traveling-wave resonator is directed substantially in a direc-
tion of =30 degrees, the beam radiation direction is substan-
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tially not influenced by the terminal condition. On the other
hand, since the series resonance of the series branch of the
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100 is domi-
nant in FIG. 38A in the case of both the short-circuited ter-
minals, the 6-direction component Eg of the electric field is
dominant as main polarization. In addition, since the parallel
resonance of the shunt branch is dominant in FIG. 38C in the
case of both the open terminals, the ¢-direction component
By, of the electric field is dominant as main polarization.
Referring to FIG. 38B, the 6-direction component E, and the
¢-direction component B, of the electric field are almost
equivalent, and the main polarization direction is directed
obliquely to a direction 0f 45 degrees with respect to the main
polarization direction in the cases of FIGS. 38A and 38C. By
thus controlling the reflection conditions at both the terminals
of the traveling-wave resonator including the nonreciprocal
composite right/left-handed transmission line 100, the linear
polarization direction can be continuously controlled to be
independent of the scanning of the radiation beam.

11. Principle and Measurement Results of Rotation of Linear
Polarization Direction of Main Polarization

[0267] Next, the principle and the measurement results of
the rotation in the main polarization direction of the micro-
wave signal that is transmitted and received by the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 7 are described. FIG. 39 is a circuit
diagram and a plan view (note that the number N of the unit
cells constituting the zeroth-order resonator is ten) showing a
current I . that flows in the series branch of the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 7 and a current 1, that flows in the
parallel branch. Referring to FIG. 39, the following expres-
sions hold:

v B [Mathematical Number 32]
Teawer 7
. [Mathematical Number 33]
7 = jZgwptan(Blsup)
stib
[0268] whereV is the cross-terminal voltage of the parallel

branch, Z,,,, is the impedance of the stub conductor 13, and
is the phase constant of the transmission line in the stub
conductor 13. Therefore, when the reactance B has a positive
value, then the current I, ., and a current -1, are in phase
with each other. Further, when the reactance B changes, a
current distribution on the composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 changes, and a ratio between the 6-direction
component Eq and the ¢-direction component B, of the elec-
tric field of radiation waves changes with the in-phase state
maintained (i.e., with the linear polarization state main-
tained). Therefore, the main polarization direction of radia-
tion waves rotates around the normal line (Z axis of FIG. 14)
of the substrate 10.

[0269] In order to confirm the aforementioned rotation of
the main polarization direction, the radiation pattern of the
zeroth-order resonator of FIG. 11 was measured. FIG. 40 is a
perspective view showing a configuration of an experimental
apparatus for receiving radio waves radiated from the zeroth-
order resonator of FIG. 11 by using a horn antenna 500. An
XYZ coordinate system is defined as shown in FIG. 40. In the
experimental apparatus of F1G. 40, the zeroth-order resonator
was placed on a turntable so that the zeroth-order resonator
rotates around the Y axis. In this case, the rotation angle of the
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turntable corresponds to the radiation angle 8. Further, the
reactance B was setto 50 [Q2], a predetermined test signal was
outputted to the zeroth-order resonator, and the signal was
radiated from the zeroth-order resonator. In addition, in FIG.
40, the horn antenna 500 was installed in a predetermined
position at a distance of 3 m from the origin O of the XY
plane, and radio waves were received from the zeroth-order
resonator. In this case, the main polarization direction 6,,
(angle from the short-circuit stub, i.e., direction parallel to'Y
axis) of the horn antenna 500 was set to 45 degrees or —45
degrees.

[0270] As described with reference to FIG. 22B, when the
reactance B is set to 50 [Q2], the series resonance of the series
branch and the parallel resonance of the parallel branch coex-
ist on almost same degree, and the magnetic field intensity of
the strip conductor 12 at the center and the magnetic field
intensity of the short-circuit stub conductor 13 are on almost
same degree. Therefore, the 0-direction component E, and
the ¢-direction component By, of the electric field of radiation
waves are on almost same degree. Therefore, the main polar-
ization direction is expected to be angled at —45 degrees.
[0271] FIG. 41 is a chart showing an experimental mea-
surement value of the radiation pattern when the main polar-
ization direction 0 of the horn antenna 500 of FIG. 40 is set
to 45 degrees and the experimental measurement value of the
radiation pattern in the case where the main polarization
direction 0 is set to —45 degrees. As shown in FIG. 41, the
received power when the main polarization direction 0, of the
horn antenna 500 is angled at —45 degrees is about 5 dB
greater than the received power in the case where the main
polarization direction 0 is angled at 45 degrees. This means
that the main polarization direction of the zeroth-order reso-
nator on the transmitting side is almost parallel to the main
polarization direction 6,=-45 degrees of the horn antenna
500. That is, it could be confirmed by experiments that the
main polarization direction could be rotated merely by chang-
ing the cross-terminal condition (reactance B in concrete) of
the composite right/left-handed transmission line 100.
[0272] FIG. 42 is a plan view showing an electric field E,
when the reactance B of the reflective impedance element
151R is set to a value between zero and + in the zeroth-order
resonator of FIG. 11. As shown in FIG. 42, when the reac-
tance B is set to a value between zero and +oo, the direction of
the electric field E, , ; is directed between the direction par-
allel to the series branch and the direction parallel to the
parallel branch in accordance with the ratio between the 0-di-
rection component E, and the ¢-direction component E,, of
the electric field of the radiation waves. Therefore, when the
zeroth-order resonator of the present invention is used for the
antenna apparatus as shown in, for example, FIGS. 28 to 30,
it is proper to monitor the received power while changing the
cross-terminal condition (reactance B) of the zeroth-order
resonator, and to select the cross-terminal condition when the
received power is maximized. When the received power is
maximized, the main polarization direction of the antenna
apparatus substantially coincides with the polarization direc-
tion of the incoming waves.

12. Conclusion

[0273] Asdescribed above, according to a microwave reso-
nator of the present invention, the reflective impedance ele-
ment 151R connected to the port P1 of the composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100, and the reflective
impedance element 152R connected to the port P2 are pro-
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vided. The imaginary part of a first impedance when the
reflective impedance element 151R is seen from the port P1
and the imaginary part of a second impedance in the case
where the reflective impedance element 152R is seen from the
port P2 have signs different from each other. Further, the
magnitude of the imaginary part of the first impedance and the
magnitude of the imaginary part of the second impedance are
substantially equal to each other. Preferably, the first imped-
ance should be a pure imaginary number (jB), and the second
impedance should be a pure imaginary number (—jB) conju-
gate with the first impedance. Therefore, according to the
microwave resonator of the present invention, a novel zeroth-
order resonator that can achieve the double resonance state in
which both the states coexist can be provided in addition to
the series resonance state and the parallel resonance state.

[0274] In particular, by continuously changing the reac-
tance B of the reflective impedance element 151R, the ratio
between the series resonance energy and the parallel reso-
nance energy can be continuously changed from the state in
which the series resonance of the series branch is dominant to
the state in which the parallel resonance of the parallel branch
is dominant without changing the resonance frequency.

[0275] In addition, when the unbalanced composite right/
left-handed transmission line 100 is employed in which the
series resonance frequency of the series branch and the par-
allel resonance frequency of the parallel branch are mutually
different, there is the forbidden band in which the mode of
propagation along the line does not exist in the band inter-
posed between the two different frequencies. In this case, a
zeroth-order resonator in which the resonance frequency does
not depend on the line length can continuously be achieved
although the electromagnetic field distribution on the line
exhibits an exponential shape along the line. In this case, by
continuously changing the reactance B of the reflective
impedance element 151R, the resonance frequency can be
continuously changed between the series resonance fre-
quency and the parallel resonance frequency.

[0276] Further, according to the antenna apparatus with use
of the microwave resonator of the present invention, by
changing the reactance B of the reflective impedance element
151R, the polarization direction of the microwave signal radi-
ated from or the microwave signal received by the antenna
apparatus can be changed. According to the antenna appara-
tus of the present invention, a planar antenna apparatus that is
compacter than the prior art can be actualized. Therefore, the
antenna apparatus of the present invention is useful for por-
table equipment such as portable telephones.

[0277] Still further, according to the band-pass filter appa-
ratus with use of the microwave resonator of the present
invention, the unbalanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 is employed in which the series resonance
frequency of the series branch and the parallel resonance
frequency of the parallel branch are mutually different, and
therefore, an arbitrary band-pass frequency between the
series resonance frequency and the parallel resonance fre-
quency can be achieved.

[0278] In addition, according to the band-stop filter appa-
ratus with use of the microwave resonator of the present
invention, the unbalanced composite right/left-handed trans-
mission line 100 is employed in which the series resonance
frequency of the series branch and the parallel resonance
frequency of the parallel branch are mutually different, and
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therefore, an arbitrary band-stop frequency between the
series resonance frequency and the parallel resonance fre-
quency can be achieved.

[0279] Further, the double resonance in the zeroth-order
resonator of the present invention does not depend on the
number N of unit cells UC,, UC,, . . ., UC,,. Therefore, the
main polarization direction can be easily changed merely by
adjusting the reactance B even in a larger-scale antenna appa-
ratus for achieving a greater gain.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0280] As mentioned above, according to the microwave
resonator of the present invention, the first reflective imped-
ance circuit that is connected to the first port of the microwave
transmission line and operates in a manner that the impedance
when the first reflective impedance circuit is seen from the
first port becomes the first impedance at the predetermined
operating frequency, and the second reflective impedance
circuit that is connected to the second port of the microwave
transmission line and operates in a manner that the impedance
when the second reflective impedance circuit is seen from the
second port becomes the second impedance at the operating
frequency are provided. The imaginary part of the first imped-
ance and imaginary part of the second impedance have signs
different from each other, and the magnitude of the imaginary
part of the first impedance and the magnitude of the imaginary
part of the second impedance are substantially equal to each
other. Therefore, the zeroth-order resonator in the double
resonance state in which the series resonance and the parallel
resonance coexist between the state in which only the series
resonance of the series branch of the unit cells that constitute
the microwave transmission line is dominant and the state in
which only the parallel resonance of the parallel branch is
dominant can be actualized.

[0281] In addition, according to the antenna apparatus of
the present invention, the microwave resonator of the present
invention and the feeding circuit that is connected to the first
reflective impedance circuit or the second reflective imped-
ance circuit, and outputs the microwave signal received by the
microwave resonator are provided. Therefore, the polariza-
tion direction of the microwave signal to be received can be
set in an arbitrary direction between the direction parallel to
the series branch and the direction parallel to the parallel
branch of the unit cells that constitute the microwave trans-
mission line.

[0282] Further, according to an antenna apparatus of the
present invention, the first reflective impedance circuit has the
first impedance changing means that changes the first imped-
ance, and the second reflective impedance circuit has the
second impedance changing means that changes the second
impedance. The antenna apparatus further includes the con-
trol means for controlling the first and second impedance
changing means to change the polarization direction of the
microwave signal received by the microwave resonator.
Therefore, the polarization direction can be changed so that,
for example, the received power of the received microwave
signal becomes maximized.

[0283] Still further, the band-pass filter apparatus of the
present invention includes the microwave resonator of the
present invention. The first reflective impedance circuit has
the first impedance changing means that changes the first
impedance, and the second reflective impedance circuit has
the second impedance changing means that changes the sec-
ond impedance. The band-pass filter apparatus further
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includes the control means for controlling the first and second
impedance changing means to change the band-pass fre-
quency of the band-pass filter apparatus. Therefore, the band-
pass filter apparatus including an arbitrary band-pass filter
frequency between the series resonance frequency and the
parallel resonance frequency can be actualized.

[0284] In addition, the band-stop filter apparatus of the
present invention has the microwave resonator of the present
invention. The first reflective impedance circuit has the first
impedance changing means that changes the first impedance,
and the second reflective impedance circuit has the second
impedance changing means that changes the second imped-
ance. The band-stop filter apparatus further includes the con-
trol means for controlling the first and second impedance
changing means to change the band-stop frequency of the
band-stop filter apparatus. Therefore, the band-stop filter
apparatus including an arbitrary band-stop filter frequency
between the series resonance frequency and the parallel reso-
nance frequency can be actualized.

[0285] The present invention is not limited to the transmit-
ting and receiving (transceiving) antenna for information
communications in the microwave range but allowed to be
used as, for example, a wireless power transmission antenna.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0286] 10: dielectric substrate

[0287] 11: grounding conductor

[0288] 12,12P1, 12P1a, 12P15, 12P2: strip conductor
[0289] 12A: micro-strip line

[0290] 12F: feeding line conductor

[0291] 12S: via-conductor

[0292] 13: short-circuit stub conductor

[0293] 14: capacitor

[0294] 15: directional coupler

[0295] 154, 15b: micro-strip line

[0296] 21: varactor diode

[0297] 22,23, 24: inductor

[0298] 31: varactor diode

[0299] 41: feeding line

[0300] 41a, 415, S51a, 515-1, 515-3, 51b-4, 52-2, 52-3,

52-4: micro-strip line

[0301] 61: transmission line part
[0302] 90: ferrite square rod
[0303] 100: composite right/left-handed transmission line

(CRLHTL)

[0304] 100F, 100Fa, 100Fb: transmission line

[0305] 200: received power detector

[0306] 300, 300A, 300B, 300C: controller

[0307] 151, 152: terminal load

[0308] 151R, 152R: reflective impedance element

[0309] 151RA, 151RB, 151RC, 152RA, 152RB, 152RC:

reflective impedance circuit

[0310] 153, 154: phase shifter

[0311] 200: received power detector
[0312] 300, 300A: controller

[0313] 400: wireless receiver

[0314] P1,P2, P11, P12: port

[0315] SW1, SW2, SW3: switch
[0316] UC,,UC,, ..., UC,: unit cell

1-13. (canceled)

14. A microwave resonator including a microwave trans-
mission line configured by cascade-connecting at least one
unit cell between first and second ports,
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wherein the unit cell includes a series branch circuit
equivalently including a capacitive element, a parallel
branch circuit equivalently including an inductive ele-
ment, and at least one transmission line part,

wherein each unit cell of the microwave transmission line
has such a circuit configuration that the microwave
transmission line has a predetermined phase constant in
a dispersion curve that indicates a relation between an
operating frequency of a microwave signal inputted to
the microwave transmission line and a phase constant of
the microwave transmission line,

wherein the microwave transmission line comprises a first
port and a second port,

wherein the microwave resonator comprises:

a first reflective impedance circuit connected to the first
port of the microwave transmission line, the first reflec-
tive impedance circuit configured to operate so that an
impedance when the first reflective impedance circuit is
seen from the first port becomes a first impedance at a
predetermined operating frequency,

a second reflective impedance circuit connected to the sec-
ond port of the microwave transmission line, the second
reflective impedance circuit configured to operate so that
an impedance when the second reflective impedance
circuit is seen from the second port becomes a second
impedance at the predetermined operating frequency,
and

wherein an imaginary part of the first impedance and an
imaginary part of the second impedance have signs dif-
ferent from each other, and a magnitude of the imaginary
part of the first impedance and a magnitude of the imagi-
nary part of the second impedance are substantially
equal to each other.

15. The microwave resonator as claimed in claim 14,

wherein the first impedance is a predetermined pure imagi-
nary number, and

wherein the second impedance is a pure imaginary number
conjugate with the first impedance.

16. The microwave resonator as claimed in claim 14,

wherein in the microwave transmission line, the capacitive
element is a microwave element whose effective perme-
ability in an electromagnetic wave mode of propagation
in the transmission line is negative, and the inductive
element is a microwave element whose effective permit-
tivity in the electromagnetic wave mode of propagation
in the transmission line is negative.

17. The microwave resonator as claimed in claim 14,

wherein the microwave transmission line comprises:

a dielectric substrate having a grounding conductor on its
reverse face;

a micro-strip line formed on the dielectric substrate;

a plurality of capacitors configured to connect mutually
adjacent line parts obtained by separating the micro-
strip line into a plurality of the line parts; and

a plurality of inductive stub conductors configured to con-
nect the line parts to the grounding conductor.

18. An antenna apparatus comprising a microwave resona-

tor,

wherein the microwave resonator includes a microwave
transmission line configured by cascade-connecting at
least one unit cell between first and second ports,

wherein the unit cell includes a series branch circuit
equivalently including a capacitive element, a parallel
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branch circuit equivalently including an inductive ele-
ment, and at least one transmission line part,

wherein each unit cell of the microwave transmission line
has such a circuit configuration that the microwave
transmission line has a predetermined phase constant in
a dispersion curve that indicates a relation between an
operating frequency of a microwave signal inputted to
the microwave transmission line and a phase constant of
the microwave transmission line,

wherein the microwave transmission line comprises a first
port and a second port,

wherein the microwave resonator comprises:

a first reflective impedance circuit connected to the first
port of the microwave transmission line, the first reflec-
tive impedance circuit configured to operate so that an
impedance when the first reflective impedance circuit is
seen from the first port becomes a first impedance at a
predetermined operating frequency,

a second reflective impedance circuit connected to the sec-
ond port of the microwave transmission line, the second
reflective impedance circuit configured to operate so that
an impedance when the second reflective impedance
circuit is seen from the second port becomes a second
impedance at the predetermined operating frequency,

wherein an imaginary part of the first impedance and an
imaginary part of the second impedance have signs dif-
ferent from each other, and a magnitude of the imaginary
part of the first impedance and a magnitude of the imagi-
nary part of the second impedance are substantially
equal to each other, and

wherein the antenna apparatus further comprises a feeding
circuit connected to one of the first reflective impedance
circuit and the second reflective impedance circuit, the
feeding circuit configured to output a microwave signal
received by the microwave resonator.

19. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 18,

wherein the first reflective impedance circuit comprises a
first impedance changing circuit that changes the first
impedance,

wherein the second reflective impedance circuit comprises
a second impedance changing circuit that changes the
second impedance, and

wherein the antenna apparatus further comprises a control-
ler configured to control each of the first and second
impedance changing circuits to change a polarization
direction of the microwave signal received by the micro-
wave resonator.

20. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 19,

wherein the antenna apparatus further comprises areceived
power detector configured to detect a received power of
the microwave signal outputted from the feeding circuit,
and

wherein the controller changes the polarization direction of
the microwave signal received by the microwave reso-
nator so that the received power is maximized on the
basis of the detected received power.

21. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 18,

wherein the first and second impedances discretely change.

22. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 18,

wherein the first and second impedances continuously
change.

23. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 22,

wherein each of the first and second reflective impedance
circuits comprises a varactor diode and an inductor.

24
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24. The antenna apparatus as claimed in claim 22,

wherein each of the first and second reflective impedance
circuits comprises a phase shifter and a transmission
line.

25. A band-pass filter apparatus comprising a microwave

resonator,

wherein the microwave resonator includes a microwave
transmission line configured by cascade-connecting at
least one unit cell between first and second ports,

wherein the unit cell includes a series branch circuit
equivalently including a capacitive element, a parallel
branch circuit equivalently including an inductive ele-
ment, and at least one transmission line part,

wherein each unit cell of the microwave transmission line
has such a circuit configuration that the microwave
transmission line has a predetermined phase constant in
a dispersion curve that indicates a relation between an
operating frequency of a microwave signal inputted to
the microwave transmission line and a phase constant of
the microwave transmission line,

wherein the microwave transmission line comprises a first
port and a second port,

wherein the microwave resonator comprises:

a first reflective impedance circuit connected to the first
port of the microwave transmission line, the first reflec-
tive impedance circuit configured to operate so that an
impedance when the first reflective impedance circuit is
seen from the first port becomes a first impedance at a
predetermined operating frequency,

a second reflective impedance circuit connected to the sec-
ond port of the microwave transmission line, the second
reflective impedance circuit configured to operate so that
an impedance when the second reflective impedance
circuit is seen from the second port becomes a second
impedance at the predetermined operating frequency,

wherein an imaginary part of the first impedance and an
imaginary part of the second impedance have signs dif-
ferent from each other, and a magnitude of the imaginary
part of the first impedance and a magnitude of the imagi-
nary part of the second impedance are substantially
equal to each other,

wherein the microwave transmission line is an unbalanced
microwave transmission line,

wherein the first reflective impedance circuit comprises a
first impedance changing circuit that changes the first
impedance,

wherein the second reflective impedance circuit comprises
a second impedance changing circuit that changes the
second impedance, and

wherein the band-pass filter apparatus further comprises a
controller configured to control each of the first and
second impedance changing circuits to change a band-
pass frequency of the band-pass filter apparatus.

26. A band-stop filter apparatus comprising a microwave

resonator,

wherein the microwave resonator includes a microwave
transmission line configured by cascade-connecting at
least one unit cell between first and second ports,

wherein the unit cell includes a series branch circuit
equivalently including a capacitive element, a parallel
branch circuit equivalently including an inductive ele-
ment, and at least one transmission line part,

wherein each unit cell of the microwave transmission line
has such a circuit configuration that the microwave
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transmission line has a predetermined phase constant in
a dispersion curve that indicates a relation between an
operating frequency of a microwave signal inputted to
the microwave transmission line and a phase constant of
the microwave transmission line,

wherein the microwave transmission line comprises a first
port and a second port,

wherein the microwave resonator comprises:

a first reflective impedance circuit connected to the first
port of the microwave transmission line, the first reflec-
tive impedance circuit configured to operate so that an
impedance when the first reflective impedance circuit is
seen from the first port becomes a first impedance at a
predetermined operating frequency,

a second reflective impedance circuit connected to the sec-
ond port of the microwave transmission line, the second
reflective impedance circuit configured to operate so that
an impedance when the second reflective impedance
circuit is seen from the second port becomes a second
impedance at the predetermined operating frequency,

25
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wherein an imaginary part of the first impedance and an
imaginary part of the second impedance have signs dif-
ferent from each other, and a magnitude of the imaginary
part of the first impedance and a magnitude of the imagi-
nary part of the second impedance are substantially
equal to each other,

wherein the microwave transmission line is an unbalanced
microwave transmission line,

wherein the first reflective impedance circuit comprises a
first impedance changing circuit that changes the first
impedance,

wherein the second reflective impedance circuit comprises
a second impedance changing circuit that changes the
second impedance, and

wherein the band-stop filter apparatus further comprises a
controller configured to control each of the first and
second impedance changing circuits to change a band-
stop frequency of the band-stop filter apparatus.

#* #* #* #* #*
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